
  

 

A Prayer  
Upon 
Entering 
Church 
Almighty 
God, You 
have given 
Your only 
Son to be for 
us a sacrifice 
for sin, and 
also an exam-
ple of godly 
life: Give us 
grace to re-
ceive thank-
fully the 
fruits of His 
redeeming 
work, and to 
follow daily 
in the blessed 
steps of His 
most holy 
life; through 
the same Je-
sus Christ 
our Lord.  
Amen 

The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 22, 2021 + 9:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.  What will cleanse you more: wash-
ing your hands or the Word of life?  Surely hand-washing does a 
great deal for our bodily health, but the greatest cleansing comes 
from the Word of God.  By this Word, the Spirit preaches Christ 
to us, promising that all sins are carried away and all guilt is 
canceled.  God looks on you for Jesus’ sake with utter satisfac-
tion, counting His Son’s perfection as your own. 
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 
 The Radio broadcast is sponsored by Karen and Richard Merlau in loving mem-

ory of Lorinda Boelter. 
 The flowers at the altar and the bulletins are sponsored by Terry Lach in loving 

memory of Annette Lach. 

 

To Share Your Offering 
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden of-
fering boxes built into the walls of the 
church.  Please see the map, where the boxes  
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher 
for assistance.   
 
This returns us to an older and beautiful tra-
dition of the Lutheran church in which offer-
ings are not collected during worship so as to 
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offer-
ings to us.   
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PRELUDE 
“Alleluia! Let Praises Ring”- Three Compositions  

  … Jeffrey Blersch, Raymond H. Haan, and Robert A. Hobby 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand. 

 

INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may per-

fectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and 

just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteous-

ness. 

 

Please kneel.  Silence for reflection. 

 

 

In very truth 
men are a puff 
of wind, all 
men are faith-
less; 
 
put them in 
the balance 
and they can 
only rise, all 
of them lighter 
than wind. 
 
Put no trust 
in extortion, 
do not be 
proud of sto-
len goods; 
 
though wealth 
breeds wealth, 
set not your 
heart on it. 
 
One thing 
God has spo-
ken, two 
things I have 
learnt: 
 
‘Power be-
longs to God’ 
and ‘True 
love, O Lord, 
is thine’; 
Thou dost 
requite a man 
for his deeds. 
 
~ Psalm 62:9-

12 
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P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free our-

selves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left un-

done.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

 

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us 

and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and or-

dained minister of the Church, and by the authority of Christ,   

I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, 

and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

Please stand. 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN “Alleluia! Let Praises Ring” 

 

 

 
 
 
The Shepherd 
says:  I pity 
the one who 
draws himself 
back from My 
love, and does 
not seek the 
joy of My 
presence, 
though My 
heart is an 
open wound 
with love for 
him. 
 
After a long 
time He 
climbed a 
tree, 
 
And spread 
His shining 
arms, 
 
And hung by 
them, and 
died, 
 
His heart an 
open wound 
with love. 
 
~ John of the 

Cross, 
1500s A.D. 
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GREETING  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
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P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 

Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

GLORIA 
P: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
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SALUTATION  and  COLLECT 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Let us pray . . . Almighty and merciful God, defend Your 
Church from all false teaching and error that Your faithful peo-
ple may confess You to be the only true God and rejoice in 
Your good gifts of life and salvation; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever  

C: Amen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God the Holy 
Spirit, how-
ever, does not 
effect conver-
sion without 
means; He 
employs to this 
end the 
preaching and 
the hearing of 
God’s Word, 
as it is written 
that the Gospel 
is a “power of 
God” for sal-
vation; like-
wise, that faith 
comes from the 
hearing of 
God’s Word 
(Rom. 10:17) . 
. .  
 
[continued on 
next page]  
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Please be seated. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 29:11-19 
11The vision of all this has become to you like the words of a book 
that is sealed. When men give it to one who can read, saying, “Read 
this,” he says, “I cannot, for it is sealed.” 12And when they give the 
book to one who cannot read, saying, “Read this,” he says, “I can-
not read.” 
 13And the Lord said: 
  “Because this people draw near with their mouth 
  and honor me with their lips, 
  while their hearts are far from me, 
  and their fear of me is a commandment taught by men, 
 14therefore, behold, I will again 
  do wonderful things with this people, 
  with wonder upon wonder; 
  and the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, 
  and the discernment of their discerning men shall be hid-
  den.” 
 15Ah, you who hide deep from the LORD your counsel, 
  whose deeds are in the dark, 
  and who say, “Who sees us? Who knows us?” 
 16You turn things upside down! 
  Shall the potter be regarded as the clay, 
  that the thing made should say of its maker, 
  “He did not make me”; 
  or the thing formed say of him who formed it, 
  “He has no understanding”? 
 17Is it not yet a very little while 
  until Lebanon shall be turned into a fruitful field, 
  and the fruitful field shall be regarded as a forest? 
 18In that day the deaf shall hear 
  the words of a book, 
  and out of their gloom and darkness 
  the eyes of the blind shall see. 
 
 
 

 
 
[from previ-
ous page] 
 
. . . It is God’s 
will that men 
should hear 
His Word 
and not stop 
their ears.  
The Holy 
Spirit is pre-
sent with this 
Word and 
opens hearts 
so that, like 
Lydia in Acts 
16:14, they 
heed it and 
thus are con-
verted solely 
through the 
grace and 
power of the 
Holy Spirit, 
for man’s 
conversion is 
the Spirit’s 
work alone.  
Without His 
grace our 
“will and ef-
fort,” our 
planting, 
sowing, and 
watering are 
in vain unless 
He “gives the 
growth”  . . .    
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 19The meek shall obtain fresh joy in the LORD, 
  and the poor among mankind shall exult in the Holy One of 
  Israel. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 14 
L: The fool says in his heart, “There | is no God.”* 

 They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds, 
 there is none | who does good. 

 

C: The LORD looks down from heaven on the chil- | dren of 
man,* 
 to see if there are any who understand, 
 who seek | after God. 

 

L: They have all turned aside; together they have be- | come  
 corrupt;* 

 there is none who does good, not | even one. 
 

C: Have they no knowledge, all the evil- | doers* 
 who eat up my people as they eat bread 
 and do not call up- | on the LORD? 

 

L: There they are in great | terror,* 
 for God is with the generation of the | righteous. 

 

C: You would shame the plans | of the poor,* 
 but the LORD is his | refuge. 

 

L: Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of | Zion!* 
 When the LORD restores the fortunes of his people, 
 let Jacob rejoice, let Israel | be glad. 

 

All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,* 
  and to the Holy |Spirit; 
  as it was in the be- |ginning,* 
  is now, and will be forever.  | Amen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. . . Christ 
also states, 
“Apart from 
me you can 
do nothing.”  
In these few 
words He 
denies all 
power to free 
will and as-
cribes every-
thing to the 
grace of God, 
so that no one 
might boast 
in the pres-
ence of God (I 
Cor. 9:16). 
~ Formula of 

Concord, 
The Lu-
theran Con-
fessions, 
1580 A.D. 



10 

 

EPISTLE   Ephesians 5:22-33 
22Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23For the 
husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the 
church, his body, and is himself its Savior. 24Now as the church 
submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to 
their husbands. 25Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the 
church and gave himself up for her, 26that he might sanctify her, 
having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27so 
that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without 
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and with-
out blemish. 28In the same way husbands should love their wives as 
their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29For no one 
ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as 
Christ does the church, 30because we are members of his 
body. 31“Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and 
hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32This 
mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the 
church. 33However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and 
let the wife see that she respects her husband. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Please stand. 

 

VERSE 

 

 

 

 

 
Verses 26-27 
speak of Sac-
rifice, Bap-
tism, and the 
Last Day.  
Our Lord 
Jesus Christ 
gave Himself 
into death for 
our sins.  He 
cleanses us, 
delivers us 
from death 
and the devil, 
raises us to 
new life, and 
brings us into 
His body 
through Holy 
Baptism so 
He may pre-
sent us as the 
communion 
of saints on 
the Last Day, 
believers who 
have been 
cleansed by 
the blood of 
Christ and 
who have 
served Him 
in holy liv-
ing. 
~ Pr. Scott 

Bruzek, 
Wheaton, 
Ill., Sept. 
14, 2003 
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GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 7th chapter. 

 
 

1When the Pharisees gathered to [Jesus], with some of the scribes 
who had come from Jerusalem, 2they saw that some of his disciples 
ate with hands that were defiled, that is, unwashed. 3(For the Phari-
sees and all the Jews do not eat unless they wash their hands, hold-
ing to the tradition of the elders, 4and when they come from the 
marketplace, they do not eat unless they wash. And there are many 
other traditions that they observe, such as the washing of cups and 
pots and copper vessels and dining couches.) 5And the Pharisees 
and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not walk ac-
cording to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled 
hands?” 6And he said to them, “Well did Isaiah prophesy of you 
hypocrites, as it is written, 

“‘This people honors me with their lips, 
 but their heart is far from me; 
7in vain do they worship me, 
 teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’ 

8You leave the commandment of God and hold to the tradition of 
men.” 9And he said to them, “You have a fine way of rejecting the 
commandment of God in order to establish your tradition! 10For 
Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your mother’; and, ‘Whoever 
reviles father or mother must surely die.’ 11But you say, ‘If a man 
tells his father or his mother, Whatever you would have gained 
from me is Corban’ (that is, given to God)— 12then you no longer 
permit him to do anything for his father or mother, 13thus making 
void the word of God by your tradition that you have handed 
down. And many such things you do.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
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APOSTLES CREED  
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth. 

  
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was con-

ceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  

He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from 

the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand 

of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to 

judge the living and the dead. 

  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrec-

tion of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen 
 

Please be seated. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Lord, Help Us Ever to Retain” 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
When you 
have done 
something 
good, remem-
ber the words 
“without Me 
you can do 
nothing.” 
~ Mark the 

Ascetic, b. 
360 A.D., 
On the 
Spiritual 
Law 
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SERMON  
“Faith Is Hard” 

 

Please kneel. 
 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for 

all creation according to its needs. 

 

P: . . . Lord in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

Please be seated. 
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OFFERTORY “What Wondrous Love is This?” (sung by choir) 

 What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
    What wondrous love is this 
    That caused the Lord of bliss 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 

 
 When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 

When I was sinking down, sinking down, 
    When I was sinking down 
    Beneath God’s righteous frown, 
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul, for my soul, 
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul. 

 
 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing; 
    To God and to the Lamb, 
    Who is the great I AM, 
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 
While millions join the theme, I will sing. 

 
 And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on. 
    And when from death I’m free, 
    I’ll sing His love for me, 
And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 
And through eternity I’ll sing on. 

 

Please stand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



15 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . Merciful Lord,  
C: we do not come to your table trusting in our own righteous-

ness but in your manifold and great mercies.  Grant us so to 
eat the flesh of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, and so to drink 
his blood that we may ever dwell in him, and he in us.  
Amen 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P: It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS (“Holy”) 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 
 

 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and 

when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink 

of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 

often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-

passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen 
 

ACCLAMATION 
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,  

C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
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AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  The pastor will 

hand you the holy Body.  Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.  

Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they 

come forward to ask for a blessing. 
 

Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 

He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-

mendous benefits.  His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 

faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 

and salvation. 
 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 

they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 

and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 

and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You are there 
on the table; 
You are there 
in the chalice.  
You are this 
body with us, 
for, collec-
tively, we are 
this body.  We 
drink of the 
same chalice 
because we live 
the same life. 
~ Augustine 

of Hippo, 
300s A.D. 
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COMMUNION HYMNS 
The musicians will share the following music during the distribution.  
 

Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared 

 Lord Jesus Christ, You have prepared 
    This feast for our salvation; 
It is Your body and Your blood, 
    And at Your invitation 
As weary souls, with sin oppressed, 
We come to You for needed rest, 
    For comfort, and for pardon. 

 
 Although You did to heav’n ascend, 

    Where angel hosts are dwelling, 
And in Your presence they behold 
    Your glory, all excelling, 
And though Your people shall not see 
Your glory and Your majesty 
    Till dawns the judgment morning, 

 
 Yet, Savior, You are not confined 

    To any habitation; 
But You are present even now 
    Here with Your congregation. 
Firm as a rock this truth shall stand, 
Unmoved by any daring hand 
    Or subtle craft and cunning. 

 
 We eat this bread and drink this cup, 

    Your precious Word believing 
That Your true body and Your blood 
    Our lips are here receiving. 
This Word remains forever true; 
All things are possible with You, 
    For You are Lord Almighty. 

 
 

 
“Give us this 
day our daily 
bread.”  And 
He does, in 
two senses: 
our food, 
which sus-
tains our bod-
ies, and His 
Son, Who 
sustains our 
spirits.  For 
Christ is the 
bread of life, a 
bread which 
belongs to 
those who are 
His.  We say 
“Our Father” 
because He is 
the Father of 
those who are 
His sons; and 
we say “our 
bread” be-
cause it is 
food for those 
who are 
united to 
Christ.  So, 
just as we 
need our 
daily food, 
and cannot 
survive with-
out it, we ask 
also for our 
spiritual food 
each day . . .  
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 Though reason cannot understand, 
    Yet faith this truth embraces: 
Your body, Lord, is even now 
    At once in many places. 
I leave to You how this can be; 
Your Word alone suffices me; 
    I trust its truth unfailing. 

 
 Lord, I believe what You have said; 

    Help me when doubts assail me. 
Remember that I am but dust, 
    And let my faith not fail me. 
Your supper in this vale of tears 
Refreshes me and stills my fears 
    And is my priceless treasure. 

 
 Grant that we worthily receive 

    Your supper, Lord, our Savior, 
And, truly grieving for our sins, 
    May prove by our behavior 
That we are thankful for Your grace 
And day by day may run our race, 
    In holiness increasing. 

 
 For Your consoling supper, Lord, 

    Be praised throughout all ages! 
Preserve it, for in ev’ry place 
    The world against it rages. 
Grant that this sacrament may be 
A blessèd comfort unto me 
    When living and when dying. 

 

Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 

 

 

 

 
 
. . . We re-
member that 
Christ said, “I 
am the bread of 
life come down 
from heaven.  
If anyone eats 
this bread, he 
will live for-
ever; and that 
bread – the 
bread I give – 
is My flesh, 
offered for the 
life of the 
world.”  And 
He also warns, 
“Unless you 
eat the flesh of 
the Son of 
Man, and 
drink His 
blood, you 
have no life in 
you.”  The 
promise, and 
the warning, 
are vividly 
expressed in 
the bread we 
break at the 
communion 
table . . .    
 
[continued 
next page] 
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the 

wills of those whom you have fed with one heavenly food; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 

 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

[from previ-
ous page] 
 
. . . We re-
ceive it as 
heavenly 
bread, as-
sured that we 
shall “live 
forever.”  But 
to deprive 
ourselves of 
it, or to be cut 
off from it by 
our sin or 
disobedience, 
is to cut our-
selves off 
from that 
same life.  For 
to be sepa-
rated from 
Christ is to be 
separated 
from life it-
self.  So we 
ask that every 
day we may 
be given our 
daily bread 
(that is, 
Christ) so 
that we who 
live in Him 
may be 
strengthened 
and made 
holy. 
~ Cyprian, 

200-258 
A.D  
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POSTLUDE 
“Prelude and Fugue in B♭ Major (BWV 560)”     … J.S. Bach 

 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Prayer  
As You Go 
I thank and 
praise you, 
dear Father, 
for the bene-
fits of this 
service, and 
I pray that 
they may 
abound in 
all that I do 
and all that 
I am this 
day and 
into the Day 
of days; 
through 
Christ our 
Lord. Amen 
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 Serving at Worship 
Presiding: The Rev. Christopher S. Johnson 
Preaching: The Rev. Theodore B. Gulhaugen 
           (Pr. Gulhaugen to Bethany at 10:30am) 
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 
Horn: Meagan Cihlar 
Vocalists: Ivan Beethe; Steve Kroening; Carter Kulesa;  
       Wyatt Kulesa; Judy Radloff; Jim Speckhard 
Lector: Kathy Fandrey 
Radio Announcer: Paul Fandrey 
Elder: Jon Oestreich 
Ushers: Sally Christoffersen; Marlene Kroening; Ken Rodemeier  
Altar Guild: Janet Dettmering; Anna Mae Zeinemann 
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 

Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson 
Int. Assoc. Pastor Theodore B. Gulhaugen 

Kantor Irene Beethe 
Office Manager Pam Gabriel 
Secretary Jessica G. Ray 

Deployed Chaplain Joseph C. Pinzl 
 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com 
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


