
  

 

A Prayer  
Upon 
Entering 
Church 
Our Father, we 
would not 
weary Thee in 
always asking 
for something.  
This morning 
we would pray 
that Thou 
wouldst take 
something from 
us.  Take out of 
our hearts any 
bitterness that 
lies there . . . . 
Take away the 
stubborn pride 
that keeps us 
from apology 
and confessing 
fault and makes 
us unwilling to 
open our hearts 
to one another.  
For if our hearts 
are closed to our 
colleagues, they 
are not open to 
Thee.  In Jesus’ 
name.  Amen   
~ Peter Marshall 

The Festival of Saint John the Baptist 
August 29, 2021 + 9:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.  The Church hears about John the 
Baptist a lot in the Church Year.  Why do we?  Our Lord singles 
him out for attention several times.   John is the first to welcome 
the arrival of our Lord, even before his birth; he preached and 
baptized in anticipation of Jesus’ ministry; he revealed Jesus’ 
identity by proclaiming him the Lamb of God; and perhaps 
most remarkably, he suffered imprisonment and death for his 
faith.  Through this life and death of John, God comforts and 
strengthens us in our faith and prepares us to suffer all things, 
even death, rather than fall away from it. 
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 
 The Radio broadcast is sponsored by Mrs. Carolyn B. Lange and family in loving 

memory of Mrs. Erwin H. (Lillian T.) Baehr. 
 The flowers at the altar are sponsored by Mildred Wurster in honor of her sister 

Lillian who is celebrating her 98th birthday on August 28.  Thanks be to God! 

 

To Share Your Offering 
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden of-
fering boxes built into the walls of the 
church.  Please see the map, where the boxes  
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher 
for assistance.   
 
This returns us to an older and beautiful tra-
dition of the Lutheran church in which offer-
ings are not collected during worship so as to 
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offer-
ings to us.   

1 2 
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PRELUDE 
“Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good” 

          … Benjamin M. Culli; John A Behnke 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand. 

 

INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may per-

fectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and 

just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteous-

ness. 

 

Please kneel.  Silence for reflection. 
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P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free our-

selves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left un-

done.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

 

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us 

and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and or-

dained minister of the Church, and by the authority of Christ,   

I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, 

and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

Please stand. 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN “Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good” 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Yes, to affirm 
one’s trust 
and alle-
giance in Je-
sus Christ as 
Lord is with-
out doubt 
both a very 
personal and 
audible ex-
pression in 
whom salva-
tion is be-
lieved to be 
found.  As we 
are told by 
Paul, “if you 
confess with 
your lips that 
Jesus is Lord 
and believe in 
your heart 
that God 
raised Him 
from the dead, 
you will be 
saved” (Roma
ns 10:9) . . .  
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GREETING  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
 
 
 
. . . However, 
in doing so, 
the believer 
very often 
puts his own 
life on the 
line.  
Stephen, the 
martyr, may 
serve as the 
most placid 
example 
where his 
bold and out-
spoken belief 
cost him his 
life.  In fact, 
this may ex-
plain why in 
the time of 
persecution 
in the early 
church, 
Christians 
chose the 
symbol of the 
fish to express 
their faith in 
this cryptic 
form . . . . 
 
[continued 
next page] 
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P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 

Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

GLORIA 
P: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

 

 

 
. . . For if 
spelled out, 
the letters for 
a fish,     
 
I CH TH YS,  
 
stood in for 
the abbrevi-
ated Greek 
words, “Jesus 
Christ, Son of 
God, Savior.”  
To this day, 
inscriptions 
of this symbol 
can be seen in 
the catacombs 
beneath the 
city of Rome 
where the 
remains of 
many a 
Christian’s 
tortured and 
mutilated 
body rest in 
peace. 
~ Rev. Dr. 

Detlev 
Schulz, 
“The 
Creeds: 
Walking in 
the Faith of 
our Fa-
thers,” We 
Believe  
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SALUTATION  and  COLLECT 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
[T]he new life 
in Christ, cre-
ated and sus-
tained by the 
Holy Spirit, 
does not come 
to an end.  
Since Christ 
lives and they 
who have 
fallen asleep in 
him continue 
to share his 
life, they can-
not be non-
existent . . . 
But this is not 
immortality in 
the sense that 
man by his 
own nature or 
essence is im-
mortal.  By 
nature man is 
mortal, and 
“this mortal 
must put on 
immortal-
ity” (I Cor. 
15:53, KJV) . . 
.  
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P: Let us pray . . . Almighty God, You gave Your servant John the 
Baptist to be the forerunner of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in both 
his preaching of repentance and his innocent death. Grant that 
we, who have died and risen with Christ in Holy Baptism, may 
daily repent of our sins, patiently suffer for the sake of the 
truth, and fearlessly bear witness to His victory over death; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen 
 
Please be seated. 
 

FIRST READING  Revelation 6:9-11 
9When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of 
those who had been slain for the word of God and for the witness 
they had borne. 10They cried out with a loud voice, “O Sovereign 
Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge and avenge 
our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” 11Then they were each 
given a white robe and told to rest a little longer, until the number 
of their fellow servants and their brothers should be complete, who 
were to be killed as they themselves had been.  
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 71 
L: In you, O LORD, do I take | refuge;* 

 let me never be | put to shame! 

 

C: In your righteousness deliver me and | rescue me;* 
 incline your ear to me, and | save me! 

 

L: Be to me a rock of refuge, 
 to which I may contin- | ually come;* 
 you have given the command to save me, 
 for you are my rock and my | fortress. 

 

 
 
 
[from previ-
ous page] 
 
 
. . . Man puts 
on immortal-
ity as a gift 
from “the 
King of kings 
and the Lord 
of lords, who 
alone has im-
mortality” (I 
Tim. 6:15-
16).  Were it 
not for his 
conquest of 
death, we 
would have 
only mortal-
ity and would 
be destined 
only to ex-
tinction.  
Hence the 
Christian 
does not look 
to death for 
deliverance.  
He looks be-
yond death to 
the Con-
queror of 
death . . .  
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C: Rescue me, O my God, from the hand of the | wicked,* 
 from the grasp of the unjust and | cruel man. 

 

L: For you, O Lord, | are my hope,* 
 my trust, O LORD, | from my youth. 

 

C: Upon you I have leaned from before my birth; 
 you are he who took me from my | mother’s womb.* 
 My praise is continually | of you. 

 

L: I have been as a portent to | many,* 
 but you are my strong | refuge. 

 

C: My mouth is filled | with your praise,* 
 and with your glory | all the day. 

 

All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,* 
  and to the Holy |Spirit; 
  as it was in the be- |ginning,* 
  is now, and will be forever.  | Amen 
 

EPISTLE   Romans 6:1-5 
1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may 
abound? 2By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in 
it? 3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were buried there-
fore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might 
walk in newness of life. 5For if we have been united with him in a 
death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrec-
tion like his. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Please stand. 

 

 
 
 
 
. . . Like 
Stephen, the 
first Chris-
tian martyr, 
he sees, 
through the 
shadows of 
death, “Jesus 
standing at 
the right 
hand of 
God” (Acts 
7:55).  He 
does not put 
his trust in 
the power of 
his own 
“immortal 
soul” to resist 
death but in 
the power of 
Christ’s res-
urrection 
given to him 
by the in-
dwelling 
Spirit . . . 
(Rom. 8:11).   
~ Pr. Taito A. 

Kantonen 
(1900-1993 
A.D.), Life 
After Death 
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VERSE 

 

 

 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 6th chapter. 

 
 
14King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some 
said, “John the Baptist has been raised from the dead. That is why 
these miraculous powers are at work in him.” 15But others said, 
“He is Elijah.” And others said, “He is a prophet, like one of the 
prophets of old.” 16But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, 
whom I beheaded, has been raised.” 17For it was Herod who had 
sent and seized John and bound him in prison for the sake of 
Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because he had married 
her. 18For John had been saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for you 
to have your brother’s wife.” 19And Herodias had a grudge against 
him and wanted to put him to death. But she could not, 20for Herod 
feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he 
kept him safe. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed, and 
yet he heard him gladly. 21But an opportunity came when Herod on 
his birthday gave a banquet for his nobles and military command-
ers and the leading men of Galilee. 22For when Herodias’s daughter 
came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests. And the 
king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will 
give it to you.” 23And he vowed to her, “Whatever you ask me, I 
will give you, up to half of my kingdom.” 24And she went out and 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What will it 
profit a man 
if he gains the 
whole world, 
yet forfeits his 
soul?  
~ Mark 8:36 
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said to her mother, “For what should I ask?” And she said, “The 
head of John the Baptist.” 25And she came in immediately with 
haste to the king and asked, saying, “I want you to give me at once 
the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” 26And the king was ex-
ceedingly sorry, but because of his oaths and his guests he did not 
want to break his word to her. 27And immediately the king sent an 
executioner with orders to bring John’s head. He went and be-
headed him in the prison 28and brought his head on a platter and 
gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it to her mother. 29When his dis-
ciples heard of it, they came and took his body and laid it in a 
tomb. 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

APOSTLES CREED  
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth. 

  
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was con-

ceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  

He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from 

the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand 

of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to 

judge the living and the dead. 

  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrec-

tion of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen 
 

Please be seated. 

May the an-
gels lead you 
into paradise; 
may the mar-
tyrs come to 
welcome you 
and take you 
to the holy 
city, 
the new and 
eternal Jeru-
salem. 
 
May choirs of 
angels wel-
come you 
and lead you 
to the bosom 
of Abraham; 
and where 
Lazarus is 
poor no 
longer 
may you find 
eternal rest. 
 
“Whoever 
believes in 
me, even 
though that 
person die, 
shall live. 
I am the res-
urrection and 
the life. 
Whoever lives 
and believes 
in me shall 
never die.” 
~ a funeral 

benediction 
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HYMN OF THE DAY “By All Your Saints in Warfare” 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SERMON  
“Community or Communion?” 

 

Please kneel. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for 

all creation according to its needs. 

 

P: . . . Lord in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

Please be seated. 
 

OFFERTORY “The Son of God Goes Forth to War” (sung by choir) 

 The Son of God goes forth to war 
A kingly crown to gain. 
His blood-red banner streams afar; 
Who follows in His train? 
Who best can drink His cup of woe, 
Triumphant over pain, 
Who patient bears his cross below— 
He follows in His train. 

 
 The martyr first, whose eagle eye 

Could pierce beyond the grave, 
Who saw his master in the sky 
And called on Him to save. 
Like Him, with pardon on His tongue 
In midst of mortal pain, 
He prayed for those who did the wrong— 
Who follows in his train? 

 
 A glorious band, the chosen few, 

On whom the Spirit came, 
Twelve valiant saints—their hope they knew 

 
The calendar 
of the Chris-
tian year is 
surely one of 
the richest 
expressions of 
Christian 
faith, history, 
and worship.  
It is an inte-
gral part of 
the Christian 
heritage and 
worth pre-
serving, or in 
some cases, 
recovering.  
Grounded in 
the concept of 
the sanctifica-
tion of time 
and the spiri-
tual experi-
ence of the 
early Church, 
the Christian 
calendar, 
through its 
liturgical sea-
sons of 
preaching, 
teaching, and 
celebration, 
unfolds a full 
and balanced 
gospel of Jesus 
Christ . . .  
 
[continued 
next page] 
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And mocked the cross and flame. 
They met the tyrant’s brandished steel, 
The lion’s gory mane; 
They bowed their necks their death to feel— 
Who follows in their train? 

 
 A noble army, men and boys, 

The matron and the maid, 
Around the Savior’s throne rejoice, 
In robes of light arrayed. 
They climbed the steep ascent of heav’n 
Through peril, toil, and pain. 
O God, to us may grace be giv’n 
To follow in their train! 

 

Please stand. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . Merciful Lord,  
C: we do not come to your table trusting in our own righteous-

ness but in your manifold and great mercies.  Grant us so to 
eat the flesh of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, and so to drink 
his blood that we may ever dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

 
 
. . . When 
properly un-
derstood, it 
can serve as 
an aid to the 
faithful in 
their worship-
ful participa-
tion in the 
drama of sal-
vation.  Pride 
of place in the 
Christian 
calendar goes 
to the 
Church’s 
Sunday cele-
brations and 
to the other 
principal 
Feasts of Our 
Lords.  Every 
Sunday 
(known from 
New Testa-
ment times as 
“the Lord’s 
Day”) the 
faithful 
gather to cele-
brate the 
weekly anni-
versary of 
Christ’s Res-
urrection and 
to worship 
their Risen 
Lord . . .  
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P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P: It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS (“Holy”) 

 

 

 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 
 

 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and 

when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink 

of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 

often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. . . In addition 
to the regular 
Christian Sun-
day obser-
vances, there 
are the major 
Feasts of Our 
Lord, whether 
fixed on Sun-
days, such as 
Easter, or to 
particular cal-
endar dates, 
such as Christ-
mas, December 
25.  Around 
these, the en-
tire liturgical 
year has 
grown and 
evolved into 
its traditional 
seasons with 
their various 
themes . . .  
 

[continued 
next page] 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-

passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen 
 

ACCLAMATION 
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,  

C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. . . Within 
this frame-
work, there 
are set 
throughout 
the year com-
memorations 
of various 
saints: the 
heroes and 
heroines of 
the Christian 
Church – not 
only great 
leaders and 
writers, but 
also martyrs, 
penitents, 
monks, mis-
sionaries, 
priests, and 
laymen – a 
rich portrait 
of the 
Church’s life 
in Christ, 
East and 
West. 
~ The Fellow-

ship of St. 
James, 
www.touch
stonemag.co
m 



17 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  The pastor will 

hand you the holy Body.  Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.  

Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they 

come forward to ask for a blessing. 
 

Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 

He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-

mendous benefits.  His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 

faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 

and salvation. 
 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 

they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 

and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 

and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
The musicians will share the following music during the distribution.  
 

Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 

 Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; 
Curb those who by deceit or sword 
Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son 
And bring to naught all He has done. 

 
 Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known, 

For You are Lord of lords alone; 
Defend Your holy Church that we 
May sing Your praise eternally. 

 
 O Comforter of priceless worth, 

Send peace and unity on earth; 
Support us in our final strife 
And lead us out of death to life. 
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Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways 
 Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways 

To keep His statutes still! 
Oh, that my God would grant me grace 
To know and do His will! 

 
 Order my footsteps by Thy Word 

And make my heart sincere; 
Let sin have no dominion, Lord, 
But keep my conscience clear. 

 
 Assist my soul, too apt to stray, 

A stricter watch to keep; 
And should I e’er forget Thy way, 
Restore Thy wand’ring sheep. 

 
 Make me to walk in Thy commands— 

’Tis a delightful road— 
Nor let my head or heart or hands 
Offend against my God. 

 

Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 

 

 

 



19 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the 

wills of those whom you have fed with one heavenly food; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 

 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
“Prelude & Fugue in G Minor (BMV 558)     … J.S. Bach 
 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Prayer  
As You Go 
O Lord God 
Almighty, the 
Father of Thy 
beloved and 
blessed Son 
Jesus Christ, 
by whom we 
have received 
the knowl-
edge of Thee, 
the God of 
angels and 
powers, and 
of every crea-
ture, and of 
the whole race 
of the right-
eous who live 
before Thee, I 
give Thee 
thanks that I 
should have a 
part in the 
number of 
Thy martyrs, 
in the cup of 
Thy Christ, to 
the resurrec-
tion of eternal 
life, both of 
soul and 
body.  
~ a portion of 

the prayer of 
St. Polycarp 
at his martyr-
dom, 155 
A.D. 
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Serving at Worship 
Presiding: The Rev. Christopher S. Johnson 
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 
           (Pr. Gulhaugen to Bethany at 10:30am) 
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 
Trumpet: Kevin Short 
Vocalists:  Ted Gulhaugen; Donna Nuernberg; Steve Zeinemann 
Lector: Grace Mueller 
Acolyte: Carter Kulesa 
Radio Announcer: Scott Schubring 
Elder: Ken Rodemeier 
Altar Guild: Janet Dettmering; Bonnie Waack 
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 

Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson 
Int. Assoc. Pastor Theodore B. Gulhaugen 

Kantor Irene Beethe 
Office Manager Pam Gabriel 
Secretary Jessica G. Ray 

Deployed Chaplain Joseph C. Pinzl 
 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com 
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


