
  

 

A Prayer  
Upon 
Entering 
Church 
We pray that 
this day would 
be a day of 
visitation , O 
Lord. Visit us 
again with 
Your mercy 
and power. 
Come to our 
aid and help 
us that we may 
have our weak 
and faltering 
faith strength-
ened by Your 
Spirit. We 
know You can 
help and we 
pray Your help 
would come in 
the midst of 
our many af-
flictions. This 
we ask in Je-
sus’ name. 
Amen. 

The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 5, 2021 + 9:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.   
Saint Peter once confessed (John 6:68), “Lord, to whom shall we 
go? You have the words of eternal life.” We see such despera-
tion and also, such faith, in both people Jesus encounters today: 
A Syrophoenician woman and a man who was mute and deaf. 
Both were “unclean” - the main theme of Mark 7. Both also 
knew only Jesus could help. They didn’t know if Jesus would 
help; they just knew Jesus could. Often it is in the crucible of 
desperation and affliction where true faith begins to awaken. 
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 
 The Radio broadcast is sponsored by Fred and Sally Fenhaus in celebration of 

their 65th wedding anniversary on September 8th. 
 The flowers at the altar are sponsored by Richard Ziebell in loving memory of 

Nancy Ziebell on what would have been their 65th wedding anniversary Septem-
ber 8th. 

 

To Share Your Offering 
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden of-
fering boxes built into the walls of the 
church.  Please see the map, where the boxes  
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher 
for assistance.   
 
This returns us to an older and beautiful tra-
dition of the Lutheran church in which offer-
ings are not collected during worship so as to 
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offer-
ings to us.   
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PRELUDE 
Partita on “Duke Street (Jesus Shall Reign)”       … Charles Callahan 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand. 

 

INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.   

C: But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Please kneel.  Silence for reflection. 
 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are in by nature sin-

ful and unclean.  We have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly de-

serve your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew 

Everyone 
around us 
knows some-
thing about 
Jesus. They 
might be com-
pletely dis-
torted and 
misunder-
stood things. 
So Jesus uses 
those who 
know Him to 
correct the 
picture and 
make it more 
right. This is 
their task 
wherever they 
are: to be and 
live among 
men and give 
them some 
idea about 
what it means 
to have faith 
in Jesus...So 
would every 
Christian in 
some manner 
and on some 
occasion to be  
a letter, a 
greeting from 
God to him 
who does not 
believe. 
 
~ Bo Giertz, 

A Year of 

Grace, 1964 

A.D. 
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us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 

in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

 

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for you 

and, for his sake, forgives you all our sins.  As a called and or-

dained minister of the Church, and by the authority of Christ,   

I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, 

and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

Please stand. 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN      “Jesus Shall Reign”     … LSB 832 
 

GREETING  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 
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P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 

Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

GLORIA 
P: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

 

 

 

Strong believ-
ers in Christ 
don’t have a 
lot of confi-
dence in 
themselves. 
The woman 
was not too 
proud to hear 
that she had 
no right to 
ask or de-
mand any-
thing. She 
listened hum-
bly as Jesus 
said He was 
sent for the 
children of 
Israel and 
referred to her 
people as 
dog…That’s 
the way it 
always is 
with true 
faith. Faith 
knows that if 
He helps, it’s 
undeserved 
grace. 
 
~ Bo Giertz, 

To Live 

with Christ, 

1974 A.D. 
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SALUTATION  and  COLLECT 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

 

P: Let us pray . . . O Lord, let Your merciful ears be open to the 
prayers of Your humble servants and grant that what they ask 
may be in accord with Your gracious will; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen 
 
Please be seated. 
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OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 35:4-7a 
4Say to those who have an anxious heart, 
 “Be strong; fear not! 
 Behold, your God 
 will come with vengeance, 
 with the recompense of God. 
 He will come and save you.” 
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
 and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6then shall the lame man leap like a deer, 
 and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. 
 For waters break forth in the wilderness, 
 and streams in the desert; 
7the burning sand shall become a pool, 
 and the thirsty ground springs of water.”  

 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 146 
L: Praise | the LORD!* 

 Praise the LORD, | O my soul! 
 

C: I will praise the LORD as long | as I live;* 
 I will sing praises to my God while I have my | being. 

 
L: Put not your trust in | princes,* 

 in a son of man, in whom there is no sal- | vation. 
 

C: When his breath departs he returns | to the earth;* 
 on that very day his plans | perish. 

 
L: Blessèd is he whose help is the God of | Jacob,* 

 whose hope is in the | LORD his God, 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
It will be said 
on that day, 
“Behold, this 
is our God; we 
have waited 
for him, that 
he might save 
us. This is 
the Lord; we 
have waited 
for him; let us 
be glad and 
rejoice in his 
salvation.”  
 
~ Isaiah 25:9 
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C: who made heaven and earth, 
 the sea, and all that is | in them,* 
 who keeps faith for- | ever; 

 

L: who executes justice for | the oppressed,* 
 who gives food to the | hungry. 

 

C: The LORD sets the prisoners free; 

  the LORD opens the eyes | of the blind.* 
 The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 
 the LORD loves the | righteous. 

 

L: The LORD watches over the sojourners; 
 he upholds the widow and the | fatherless,* 
 but the way of the wicked he brings to | ruin. 

 

C: The LORD will reign for- | ever,* 
 your God, O Zion, to all generations. | Praise the LORD! 

 

All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,* 
  and to the Holy |Spirit; 
  as it was in the be- |ginning,* 
  is now, and will be forever.  | Amen 
 

EPISTLE   James 2:1-10, 14-18 
1My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory. 2For if a man wearing a gold ring 
and fine clothing comes into your assembly, and a poor man in 
shabby clothing also comes in, 3and if you pay attention to the one 
who wears the fine clothing and say, “You sit here in a good place,” 
while you say to the poor man, “You stand over there,” or, “Sit 
down at my feet,” 4have you not then made distinctions among 
yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? 5Listen, my be-
loved brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the 
world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he has 
promised to those who love him? 6But you have dishonored the 
poor man. Are not the rich the ones who oppress you, and the ones 
who drag you into court? 7Are they not the ones who blaspheme 
the honorable name by which you were called? 8If you really fulfill 

 
 
“O woman, 
your faith is 
great.” So 
this was a 
great faith. 
Nothing 
could be more 
humble than 
the woman 
who knelt 
there at the 
Master’s feet 
and bowed 
her head to 
his judgment 
as she begged 
for a leftover 
crumb. Peter 
had heard the 
Master praise 
a person who 
had great 
faith before. It 
had been the 
centurion 
who sought 
help for his 
servant. He 
too had been a 
heathen... 
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the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. 9But if you show partial-
ity, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as trans-
gressors. 10For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point 
has become accountable for all of it. . . .14What good is it, my broth-
ers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that 
faith save him? 15If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking 
in daily food, 16and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be 
warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the 
body, what good is that? 17So also faith by itself, if it does not have 
works, is dead. 18But someone will say, “You have faith and I have 
works.” Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will 
show you my faith by my works. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Please stand. 

 

VERSE 

 

 

 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 7th chapter. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
...He too had 
stood there, 
poor and 
without 
claim. He did 
not even con-
sider himself 
worthy 
enough for 
the Master to 
go under his 
roof. But he 
also had been 
as solid as a 
rock in his 
conviction 
that the pow-
erful little 
words form 
the Master’s 
lips were 
enough. 
 
~ Bo Giertz, 
 With My 
Own Eyes, 
1960 A.D. 
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24From there [Jesus] arose and went away to the region of Tyre and 
Sidon. And he entered a house and did not want anyone to know, 
yet he could not be hidden. 25But immediately a woman whose lit-
tle daughter was possessed by an unclean spirit heard of him and 
came and fell down at his feet. 26Now the woman was a Gentile, a 
Syrophoenician by birth. And she begged him to cast the demon 
out of her daughter. 27And he said to her, “Let the children be fed 
first, for it is not right to take the children’s bread and throw it to 
the dogs.” 28But she answered him, “Yes, Lord; yet even the dogs 
under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29And he said to her, 
“For this statement you may go your way; the demon has left your 
daughter.” 30And she went home and found the child lying in bed 
and the demon gone. 31Then he returned from the region of Tyre 
and went through Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the 
Decapolis. 32And they brought to him a man who was deaf and had 
a speech impediment, and they begged him to lay his hand on 
him. 33And taking him aside from the crowd privately, he put his 
fingers into his ears, and after spitting touched his tongue. 34And 
looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that 
is, “Be opened.” 35And his ears were opened, his tongue was re-
leased, and he spoke plainly. 36And Jesus charged them to tell no 
one. But the more he charged them, the more zealously they pro-
claimed it. 37And they were astonished beyond measure, saying, 
“He has done all things well. He even makes the deaf hear and the 
mute speak.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

APOSTLES CREED  
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What was it 
about this 
word 
“ephphatha”? 
As with so 
many of 
God’s words, 
it was a word 
that had a 
much deeper 
meaning than 
the everyday 
meaning. 
First of all it 
meant: Open, 
closed mouth. 
Move, lame 
tongue, and 
let the words 
you’re hold-
ing back come 
forth... 
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 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was con-

ceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  

He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from 

the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand 

of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to 

judge the living and the dead. 

  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrec-

tion of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen 

 

Please be seated. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY      “Praise the Almighty”      … LSB 797 
 

SERMON  
“Desperation and Desire” 

 

Please kneel. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for 

all creation according to its needs. 

P: . . . Lord in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

Please be seated. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
...The under-
lying mean-
ing, however, 
was: Open 
yourself to 
the power of 
God. May 
you, heart of 
man, receive 
this gift from 
God. The 
kingdom of 
God is near. 
You are being 
visited today. 
Open your 
heart and re-
ceive. 
 
~ Bo Giertz, 

To Live 
with Christ, 
1974 A.D. 
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OFFERTORY “Come, Let Us Eat” (sung by the choir)    … LSB 626 

 

Please stand. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . Merciful Lord,  
C: we do not come to your table trusting in our own righteous-

ness but in your manifold and great mercies.  Grant us so to 
eat the flesh of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, and so to drink 
his blood that we may ever dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising you 
and saying:  

 

SANCTUS (“Holy”) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All correct 
knowledge of 
the facts re-
vealed by Je-
sus is the 
eternal basis 
of true faith; 
and faith is 
great in the 
measure of 
the reliance it 
places on this 
basis, neither 
questioning 
nor rational-
izing about 
the facts in-
volved nor 
about the di-
vine will re-
vealed in 
them... 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 
 

 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and 

when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink 

of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 

often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-

passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
...When this 
faith is mani-
fested in hum-
ble confession, 
this delights 
Jesus to the 
highest de-
gree. Such a 
faith he de-
sires to find in 
all of us. 
 
~ R.C.H.  
 Lenski, In-

terpretation 
of Mark, 
1946 A.D. 
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ACCLAMATION 
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,  

C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 

 

 

 
Please be seated. 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  The pastor will 

hand you the holy Body.  Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.  

Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they 

come forward to ask for a blessing. 
 

Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 

He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-

mendous benefits.  His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 

faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 

and salvation. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Though the 
fig tree 
should not 
blossom, nor 
fruit be on the 
vines, the 
produce of the 
olive fail and 
the fields 
yield no food, 
the flock be 
cut off from 
the fold and 
there be no 
herd in the 
stalls, yet I 
will rejoice in 
the Lord; I 
will take joy 
in the God of 
my salvation.  
 
~ Habakkuk 
3:17-18 
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The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 

they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 

and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 

and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
 “Thee We Adore” (sung by the choir)       … LSB 640 
 

 “I Lay My Sins on Jesus” (sung by all)      … LSB 606 
 

Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the 

wills of those whom you have fed with one heavenly food; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 
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BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 

 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
“Prelude & Fugue in A Minor (BMV 559)”     … J.S. Bach 
 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 

 

 

 

 

 

A Prayer  
Before You 
Go 
Grant, O Je-
sus, that 
throughout 
this day my 
heart may 
stay close to 
You, pray fer-
vently, reflect 
on Your 
wounds, Your 
blood, and 
Your death, 
and consider 
the true salva-
tion and eter-
nal happiness 
of my soul …
seal Your 
grace to me, 
and convince 
me of Your 
speedy help. 
Amen. 
 
~ Johan Frie-
drich Starck, 
1921 A.D. 
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Serving at Worship 
Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 
Preaching: The Rev. Christopher S. Johnson 
           (Pr. Gjerde to Bethany at 10:30am) 
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 
Horn: Meagan Cihlar 
Vocalists:  Ivan Beethe; Steve Kroening; Jim Speckhard; 
        Steve Zeinemann 
Lector: Mark Gehrke 
Acolyte: Wyatt Kulesa 
Elder: Lynn Budnik 
Ushers: Don Budnik; Gary Woleslegel 
Altar Guild: Donna Nuernberg; Vicky Radunz 
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The liturgy is reprinted from the Lutheran Service Book via Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 
Concordia Publishing House, unless otherwise indicated.  Scripture quotations are from The 
Holy Bible, English Standard Version © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News 
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 

Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson 
Int. Assoc. Pastor Theodore B. Gulhaugen 

Kantor Irene Beethe 
Office Manager Pam Gabriel 
Secretary Jessica G. Ray 

Deployed Chaplain Joseph C. Pinzl 
 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com 
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


