
  

 

A Prayer 
Upon  
Entering 
Church 
We give thee 
hearty 
thanks, O 
Lord, for the 
rest of the 
past night, 
and for the 
gift of a new 
day, with its 
opportunities 
of pleasing 
thee.  Grant 
that we may 
so pass its 
hours in the 
perfect free-
dom of thy 
service, that 
at eventide 
we may 
again give 
thanks unto 
thee; through 
Jesus Christ, 
our Lord.  
Amen. 

The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 19, 2021 + 9:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.  There are things we’d rather not 
discuss, topics that polite people avoid.  But our Lord Jesus 
would not let His disciples avoid the main thing: His upcoming 
death and resurrection.  At times gently, at other times force-
fully, He continually led them to see that there is only one way 
to the kingdom of God: through the Cross.  So does He lead us 
today, so that we may share with Him the joy of that kingdom. 
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 
 The Radio broadcast is sponsored in loving memory of Lawrence O. Grade by his 

family and friends. 
 The flowers at the altar are sponsored by Tom & Emi Tranetzki and Larry & Polly 

Nemec, children and grandchildren in loving memory of Pearl L. Tranetzki, who 
passed away 5 years ago on September 16. 

 

To Share Your Offering 
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden of-
fering boxes built into the walls of the 
church.  Please see the map, where the boxes  
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher 
for assistance.   
 
This returns us to an older and beautiful tra-
dition of the Lutheran church in which offer-
ings are not collected during worship so as to 
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offer-
ings to us.   
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PRELUDE 
“Son of God, Eternal Savior”          … Michael Burkhardt 
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand. 
 

INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.   

C: But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Please kneel.  Silence for reflection. 
 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve 

your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The condition 
of our souls 
directly re-
flects on the 
quality of our 
public lives. 
Reform of so-
ciety begins in 
reform of soul. 
Even the best 
constituted 
societies will 
wither if souls 
are disordered.  
~ Allan 

Bloom, 
Closing of 
the Ameri-
can Mind  
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P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for you 

and, for his sake, forgives you all your sins.  As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority,  I therefore 

forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 

 Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

Please stand. 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN   “Son of God, Eternal Savior”     LSB #842 
 

GREETING  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 

Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let vanity be 
unknown 
among you.  
Let simplicity 
and harmony 
and a guile-
less attitude 
weld the com-
munity to-
gether.  Let 
each remind 
himself that 
he is subordi-
nate not only 
to the brother 
at his side, 
but to all.  If 
he knows this, 
he will truly 
be a disciple 
of Christ. 
~ Gregory of 
   Nyssa, 
   335-394 
   A.D. 
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P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

GLORIA 
P: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The use of 
Christ’s word 
in this kind of 
praise-full 
proclamation 
accomplishes 
something 
wonderful in 
us.  As we 
sing the song 
of praise 
about Jesus, 
or even hear 
it sung, that 
song sings 
God’s grace 
into us.  It 
brings the 
Holy Spirit 
into our 
hearts and 
strengthens 
our faith in 
him; it fills us 
with the Holy 
Spirit (Eph 
5:18-20) . . .   
 
[continued 
next page]  
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SALUTATION  and  COLLECT 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

 

P: Let us pray . . . O God, whose strength is made perfect in weak-
ness, grant us humility and childlike faith that we may please 
You in both will and deed; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  

C: Amen 
 
Please be seated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[from previ-
ous page] 
 
 
 
Once the 
word of grace 
has sung it-
self into our 
hearts in a 
song of 
praise, that 
Spirit-filled 
word per-
vades our 
bodies with 
all their 
senses and 
enlightens 
our minds 
with all their 
affections.  It 
sings Christ 
and his Holy 
Spirit into 
us . . .  
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OLD TESTAMENT Jeremiah 11:18-20 
18The Lord made it known to me and I knew; 
 then you showed me their deeds. 
19But I was like a gentle lamb 
 led to the slaughter. 
 I did not know it was against me 
 hey devised schemes, saying, 
 “Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, 
 let us cut him off from the land of the living, 
 that his name be remembered no more.” 
20But, O Lord of hosts, who judges righteously, 
 who tests the heart and the mind, 
 let me see your vengeance upon them, 
 for to you have I committed my cause.  
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 54 
L: O God, save me, | by your name,* 

 and vindicate me | by your might. 
 

C: O God, | hear my prayer;* 
 give ear to the words | of my mouth. 

 

L: For strangers have risen against me; 
 ruthless men | seek my life;* 
 they do not set God be- | fore themselves. 

 

C: Behold, God is my | helper;* 
 the Lord is the upholder | of my life. 

 

L: He will return the evil to my | enemies;* 
 in your faithfulness put an | end to them. 

 

C: With a freewill offering I will sacri- | fice to you;* 
 I will give thanks to your name, O LORD, for | it is good. 

 
 
. . . It fills us 
with joy and 
wonder, with 
awe and grati-
tude, with de-
votion and 
delight.  As it 
sings of 
Christ, it 
changes us.  It 
turns critics 
and cynics 
into thanks-
givers and 
praise singers, 
people whose 
hearts are so 
full of God’s 
goodness that 
they overflow 
with thanks-
giving and 
praise.  So 
once the word 
of grace has 
been sung into 
our hearts, it 
dwells there 
and produces a 
never-ending 
song of praise 
to God the Fa-
ther. 
~ John 

Kleinig, 
“What’s the 
Use of Prais-
ing God?” 
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L: For he has delivered me from every | trouble,* 
 and my eye has looked in triumph on my | enemies. 

 

All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,* 
  and to the Holy |Spirit; 
  as it was in the be- |ginning,* 
  is now, and will be forever.  | Amen 
 

EPISTLE   James 3:13—4:10 
13Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct 
let him show his works in the meekness of wisdom. 14But if you 
have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not 
boast and be false to the truth. 15This is not the wisdom that comes 
down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16For where 
jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every 
vile practice. 17But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peace-
able, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial 
and sincere. 18And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by 
those who make peace. 1What causes quarrels and what causes 
fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at war 
within you? 2You desire and do not have, so you murder. You 
covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, 
because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, because you 
ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. 4You adulterous people! 
Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with 
God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes 
himself an enemy of God. 5Or do you suppose it is to no purpose 
that the Scripture says, “He yearns jealously over the spirit that he 
has made to dwell in us”? 6But he gives more grace. Therefore it 
says, “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the hum-
ble.” 7Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he 
will flee from you. 8Draw near to God, and he will draw near to 
you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you 
double-minded. 9Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your 
laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10Humble 
yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The sect can-
not wait; it 
must have 
everything at 
once, for it 
has no future. 
The church 
can wait, for 
it does have a 
future. We 
Lutherans 
should think 
of that. 
~ Hermann 

Sasse, The 
Lonely 
Way, Vol. 
II  
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L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Please stand. 

 

VERSE 

 

 

 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 9th chapter. 

 
 
30[The disciples] went on from there and passed through Galilee. 
And [Jesus] did not want anyone to know, 31for he was teaching his 
disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered 
into the hands of men, and they will kill him. And when he is 
killed, after three days he will rise.” 32But they did not understand 
the saying, and were afraid to ask him. 33And they came to Caper-
naum. And when he was in the house he asked them, “What were 
you discussing on the way?” 34But they kept silent, for on the way 
they had argued with one another about who was the great-
est. 35And he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to them, 
“If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of 
all.” 36And he took a child and put him in the midst of them, and 
taking him in his arms, he said to them, 37“Whoever receives one 
such child in my name receives me, and whoever receives me, re-
ceives not me but him who sent me.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A man who is 
full of love 
cannot be 
enraged, no 
matter how 
much injury 
is done him; 
he covers all 
and acts as 
though he did 
not see it. 
~ Martin Lu-

ther,  
 "Regarding 

1st Peter 
4" (1522 
A.D.) 
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P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

APOSTLES CREED  
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth. 

  
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was con-

ceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  

He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from 

the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand 

of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to 

judge the living and the dead. 

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrec-

tion of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen 

 

Please be seated. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY      “Lord of Glory”                   LSB #851 
 

SERMON  
“Only One Way” 

 

Please kneel. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Creed’s 
“communion 
of saints” in 
its original 
Greek form 
meant the 
Lord’s Sup-
per. 
~ Werner 

Elert, 
Eucharist 
and Church 
Fellowship 
in the First 
Four Cen-
turies,  

 1966 A.D. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for 

all creation according to its needs. 

 

P: . . . Lord in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

Please be seated. 

 

OFFERTORY         “There is a Redeemer” 

 The Choir will sing Stanzas 1 & 2 

 The Congregation will sing Stanza 3 (see following page) 

 

Choir: There is a Redeemer— 
    Jesus, God’s own Son; 
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 
    Holy One. Refrain 

 
Refrain: Thank You, O my Father, 

    For giving us Your Son, 
And leaving Your Spirit 
    Till the work on earth is done. 

 
Choir: Jesus, my Redeemer, 

    Name above all names; 
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 
    Hope for sinners slain. Refrain 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do not be 
anxious about 
anything, but 
in everything, 
by prayer and 
petition, with 
thanksgiving, 
present your 
requests to 
God. And the 
peace of God, 
which tran-
scends all 
understand-
ing, will 
guard your 
hearts and 
your minds 
in Christ Je-
sus. 
~ St. Paul,  
 Philippi-

ans 4:6-7  
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Congregation: 

 

 

 

 

 

Please stand 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . Merciful Lord,  
C: we do not come to your table trusting in our own righteous-

ness but in your manifold and great mercies.  Grant us so to 
eat the flesh of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, and so to drink 
his blood that we may ever dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
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P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising you 
and saying:  

 

SANCTUS (“Holy”) 

 

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, took 

bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, which is 

given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The believer is 
in spiritual 
danger if he 
allows himself 
to go for any 
length of time 
without tast-
ing the love of 
Christ…
When Christ 
ceases to fill 
the heart with 
satisfaction, 
our souls will 
go in silent 
search of other 
lovers. 
~ Maurice 

Roberts, The 
Thought of 
God, quoted 
in John El-
dredge, 
Wild At 
Heart 
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 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and 

when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink 

of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 

often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-

passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,  

C:  we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The table 
awaits us at 
which our 
baptismal life 
is fed over 
and over 
again.  We 
have every 
reason to cry 
out in grati-
tude: alleluia, 
alleluia!   
~ Balthasar 

Fischer, A 
Eucharistic 
Sourcebook  
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Please be seated. 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  The pastor will hand 

you the holy Body.  Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.  Those 

who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they come 

forward to ask for a blessing. 
 

Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which He 

joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tremen-

dous benefits.  His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our faith, 

binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life and salva-

tion. 
 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 

they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 

and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 

and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
 “Jesus Sinners Doth Receive” (sung by the choir)        LSB #609 
 

 “Now the Silence” (sung by all)          LSB #910 
 

Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
O Lord, Thou 
faithful God, I 
pray Thee, 
grant Thy ser-
vant the joy of 
laboring in the 
vineyard 
planted with 
sweat and 
tears by Thy 
dear Son, and, 
until the eve-
ning comes, let 
me glory in the 
high privilege 
of serving 
Thee.  Amen. 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the 

wills of those whom you have fed with one heavenly food; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 

 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
“Trumpet Tune in A Major”          … David Ouchterlony 
 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Prayer  
As You Go 
Lord Jesus, 
since You 
love me, now 
spread Your 
wings above 
me and 
shield me 
from alarm. 
Though Sa-
tan would 
devour me, 
let angel 
guards sing 
over me: This 
child of God 
shall meet no 
harm. Amen.  
~ Paul 

Gerhardt, 
“Now Rest 
beneath 
Night’s 
Shadow” 

 (1600s 
A.D.) 



17 

 

Serving at Worship 
Presiding: The Rev. Christopher S. Johnson 
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 
           (Pr. Johnson to Bethany at 10:30am) 
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 
Clarinet: Dan Maguire 
Vocalists: Tim Pagel; Tyler Pagel; Judy Radloff;  
        Jessica Ray; Marilyn Schubring 
Lector: Robert Hochberger 
Acolyte: Noah Harter 
Radio Announcer: Jon Oestreich 
Elder: Ken Rodemeier 
Ushers: Mark Gehrke; Grace Mueller; Frank Rodemeier;  
    Tammie Rodemeier 
Altar Guild: Kay Krall; Vicky Radunz 
 

Acknowledgements 
The liturgy is reprinted from the Lutheran Service Book via Lutheran Ser-
vice Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House, unless otherwise indi-
cated.  Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.  
All rights reserved.  Used by permission. 
 
“There is a Redeemer”: Tune and text: © 1982 Birdwing Music, admin. 
EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 130002490. 
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 

Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson 
Int. Assoc. Pastor Theodore B. Gulhaugen 

Kantor Irene Beethe 
Office Manager Pam Gabriel 
Secretary Jessica G. Ray 

Deployed Chaplain Joseph C. Pinzl 
 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com 
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


