
  

 

A Prayer  
Upon Enter-
ing Church 
Lord, you 
brought to 
light the eter-
nal fabric of 
the universe, 
and created 
the world.  
From genera-
tion to genera-
tion you are 
faithful, right-
eous in judg-
ment, glorious 
in might and 
majesty, wise 
in what you 
have created, 
prudent in 
what you have 
everywhere; to 
trust in you is 
to know your 
loving kind-
ness. 
~  Clement  
 of Rome, 

around  
 80 A.D. 

The First Sunday in Advent 
November 28, 2021 + 9:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.   Our four-part sermon series this 
Advent is “Good! The Joys of Being Human.”  Jesus is God in 
human flesh, the perfect man, coming to restore men and 
women to their true humanity.  This is salvation: not that we 
become more than human, but that we become truly human, 
receiving from Jesus Christ all the goodness and joy that God 
intends for mankind.  This Sunday, the first part of the sermon 
series, we remember that God created all of us to rule and 
reign with Him as royal sons and daughters.   
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 
 Today’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by the Schubring and McGivern families 

in loving memory of husband, father and grandfather Larry Schubring who 
passed away 12/22/2020. 

 Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the Advent season. 
 
 

To Share Your Offering 
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden of-
fering boxes built into the walls of the 
church.  Please see the map, where the boxes  
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher 
for assistance.   
 
This returns us to an older and beautiful tra-
dition of the Lutheran church in which offer-
ings are not collected during worship so as to 
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offer-
ings to us.   
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PRELUDE 
A Selection of Hymns for Advent I 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand. 
 

INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.   

C: But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Please kneel.  Silence for reflection. 
 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve 

your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

 
 
 
How much 
fleshy-ness, 
embodiment 
can we stand 
in Jesus? in 
God? in our-
selves?   
 
Ultimately 
we’re asking 
whether Jesus 
as human 
could really 
be the fullness 
of God.   
 
Could God 
take flesh and 
die?  And we 
have to ask, 
then, what 
are the impli-
cations for 
my enfleshed 
existence?   
 
Can our full-
ness of hu-
manity be 
also a place 
where God 
dwells now? 
~ Marva 

Dawn, 
Talking the 
Walk  
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P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for you 

and, for his sake, forgives you all your sins.  As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority,  I therefore 

forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 

 Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 
Please stand. 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN 
“O Lord, How Shall I Meet You?”   … LSB #334 

 Stanzas 1 and 3: Choir 

 All Other Stanzas: Congregation 

  

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE  
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
 
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 

Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
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P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

COLLECT 
P: Let us pray . . . Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by 

Your protection we may be rescued from the threatening perils 
of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  

C: Amen 
 

Please be seated. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT  Jeremiah 33:14-16 
14“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will ful-
fill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of 
Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous 
Branch to spring up for David, and he shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and 
Jerusalem will dwell securely. And this is the name by which it will 
be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’”  
 
 

 
During Ad-
vent, we re-
member that 
Christ is here, 
and yet we 
are still wait-
ing for His 
final and full-
est appearing 
at the end of 
this age.  
Therefore, our 
typical hymn 
of praise, the 
Gloria, is not 
sung this sea-
son.  Why?   
 
That hymn’s 
introduction 
(“Glory to 
God in the 
highest. . . “) 
was first said 
by angels to 
the shepherds 
on the night 
of Christ’s 
birth, His 
first appear-
ing.  As a 
way of mark-
ing that we 
still await 
Him, we 
forego that 
song of His 
birth until 
Christmas.   
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L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 25:1-10 
L: To you, | O LORD,* 

 I lift | up my soul. 
 

C: O my God, in you I trust; 
let me not be | put to shame;* 
 let not my enemies exult | over me. 

 

L: Indeed, none who wait for you shall be | put to shame;* 
 they shall be ashamed who are wantonly | treacherous. 

 
C: Make me to know your ways, | O LORD;* 

 teach me | your paths. 
 

L: Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
 for you are the God of my sal- | vation;* 
 for you I wait all the | day long. 

 

C: Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your | steadfast love,* 
 for they have been | from of old. 

 

L: Remember not the sins of my youth or my trans- | gressions;* 
 according to your steadfast love remember me, 
 for the sake of your goodness, | O LORD! 

 

C: Good and upright | is the LORD;* 
 therefore he instructs sinners | in the way. 

 

L: He leads the humble in | what is right,* 
 and teaches the humble | his way. 

 

C: All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and | faithful-
ness,* 
 for those who keep his covenant and his testi- | monies. 

 
Many people . 
. . are sur-
prised, even 
baffled, to 
learn that we 
do not sing 
Christmas 
hymns or 
decorate 
churches un-
til December 
24. The 
month of De-
cember is 
spent, in-
stead, in the 
observance of 
a somewhat 
mysterious 
season called 
Advent. 
 
The season of 
Advent has 
prime teach-
ing signifi-
cance because 
its themes 
are: (1) the 
darkness of a 
world con-
demned, 
given over by 
God to its 
own sinm 
and (2) the 
advancing 
rays of the 
Daystar . . .  
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All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,* 
  and to the Holy | Spirit; 
  as it was in the be- |ginning,* 
  is now, and will be forever.  | Amen 
 

EPISTLE  1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
9What thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy 
that we feel for your sake before our God, 10as we pray most ear-
nestly night and day that we may see you face to face and supply 
what is lacking in your faith? 11Now may our God and Father him-
self, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you, 12and may the Lord 
make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, 
as we do for you, 13so that he may establish your hearts blameless 
in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus with all his saints. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Please stand. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

. . .  the One 
Who comes 
into such a 
world to bear 
its sin away—
God of God, 
Light of Light, 
Very God of 
Very God. 
 
The Church 
emphasizes the 
Advent season 
as time to look 
very seriously 
into the dark-
ness of our 
situation be-
fore leaping 
too quickly or 
too cheaply 
into the light. 
Advent is a 
time for focus-
ing on the 
gravity of the 
human pre-
dicament 
which the 
Lamb of God 
took upon 
Himself, the 
broken condi-
tion of the 
world in which 
the Word as 
made flesh . . .  
 
[continued 
next page] 
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GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 19th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
28When [Jesus] had said these things, he went on ahead, going up 
to Jerusalem. 29When he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at 
the mount that is called Olivet, he sent two of the disciples, 30say-
ing, “Go into the village in front of you, where on entering you will 
find a colt tied, on which no one has ever yet sat. Untie it and bring 
it here. 31If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ you shall 
say this: ‘The Lord has need of it.’” 32So those who were sent went 
away and found it just as he had told them. 33And as they were un-
tying the colt, its owners said to them, “Why are you untying the 
colt?” 34And they said, “The Lord has need of it.” 35And they 
brought it to Jesus, and throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set 
Jesus on it. 36And as he rode along, they spread their cloaks on the 
road. 37As he was drawing near—already on the way down the 
Mount of Olives—the whole multitude of his disciples began to re-
joice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that 
they had seen, 38saying, “Blessed is the King who comes in the 
name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 39And 
some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, rebuke 
your disciples.” 40He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the 
very stones would cry out.”  
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

NICENE CREED 
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

C: I believe in one God, 
 the Father Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth 
 and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the only-begotten Son of God, 

[continued 
from previous 
page] 
 
. . . Advent is 
more repre-
sentative of 
the Church’s 
life than any 
other season. 
In a very real 
sense, the 
Christian 
community 
lives in Ad-
vent all the 
time; it is 
“The Time 
Between”  
(W.H. 
Auden). The 
people of God 
live at the 
very frontier 
of the ages—
The Time Be-
tween the 
first coming 
of Christ, in 
the stable in 
Bethlehem, 
and His sec-
ond coming 
in glory, to 
judge the liv-
ing and the 
dead. In The 
Time Be-
tween, our 
lives are hid-
den with 
Christ . . .  
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 begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
 God of God, Light of Light, 
 very God of very God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 being of one substance with the Father, 
 by whom all things were made; 
 who for us men and for our salvation  
 came down from heaven 
 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
 and was made man; 
 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
 He suffered and was buried. 
 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

and ascended into heaven 
 and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
 And He will come again with glory  
 to judge both the living and the dead, 
 whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the Lord and giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son together  
 is worshiped and glorified, 
 who spoke by the prophets. 
 And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church, 
 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
 and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
 and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY   
“Savior of the Nations, Come”     … LSB #332 

 The Choir sings Stanza 3. 
 

SERMON 
“Blessed: the Joy of Being King” 

 

in God; 
“when 
Christ, Who 
is our life, 
appears, then 
you also will 
appear with 
Him in 
glory” (Colos
sians 3:3-4). 

 
Advent con-
tains within 
itself the per-
fect balance of 
the now and 
the not-yet; 
the hidden-
ness, suffer-
ing and pain 
of the Chris-
tian life in 
this world 
now is held in 
dynamic ten-
sion with the 
promise of 
future glory 
which is yet 
to come. In 
the Advent 
tension, the 
Church lives 
its life.  
 
~ Church of 

St. Michael 
and St. 
George, 
1996 A.D. 
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Please kneel. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for 

all creation according to its needs. 
 

P: . . . let us pray to the Lord, 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

Please be seated. 

 

OFFERTORY    “Psalm 111” (sung by choir) 

 In the hymnal, the Psalms are found before p.151, listed numerically. 

 
Please stand. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . Gracious Father, with this bread and cup, we 

remember the life our Lord offered for us.  Believing in the wit-
ness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share 
with us the great and promised feast. 

C: Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
 
 
 
It is impossi-
ble to read 
history with-
out feeling 
how pro-
foundly the 
Christian 
religion has 
been a relig-
ion of human-
ity.  The hu-
man body 
itself, which 
heathendom 
had so de-
graded that 
noble minds 
could only 
view it as the 
enemy and 
prison of the 
soul, acquired 
a new mean-
ing, exhibited 
new graces, 
shone with a 
new lustre in 
the light of 
the Word 
made Flesh . . 
.  
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P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising you 

and saying:  
 

SANCTUS  (“Holy”) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. . . and 
thence, in 
widening cir-
cles, the fam-
ily, society 
and state it-
self felt in 
their turn the 
impulse of the 
Christian 
spirit with its 
“touches of 
things com-
mon, ‘till they 
rose to touch 
the spheres.” 
~ Charles 

Gore, Lux 
Mundi 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, took 

bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, which is 

given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 

 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and 

when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink 

of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 

often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-

passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim 

the Lord’s death until He comes. 
C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
When Jesus 
took the 
bread, said 
the blessing, 
broke the 
bread and 
shared it, He 
demon-
strated, un-
forgettably, 
the proper 
use of all ma-
terial things.  
The early 
Christians 
realized this: 
They “eucha-
ristized” 
their lives, 
that is, they 
made all their 
life a Eucha-
rist, by bless-
ing God in all 
things and by 
making their 
possessions 
available to 
one another . 
. . 
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Please be seated.   
 

DISTRIBUTION 
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  The pastor will 

hand you the holy Body.  Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.  

Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they 

come forward to ask for a blessing. 
 

Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 

He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-

mendous benefits.  His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 

faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 

and salvation. 
 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 

they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 

and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 

and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. . . And when 
Jesus took the 
cup and gave 
thanks to God 
and passed it 
among His 
disciples, He 
rediscovered 
for the human 
race the joy of 
not claiming 
anything for 
one’s own – 
not even life 
itself. 
~ Mark 

Searle,  
 1980 A.D. 
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COMMUNION HYMNS 
 “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” (sung by vocalists) 
           … LSB #340 
 

 “Come, Thou Precious Ransom” (sung by all)   … LSB #350 
 

 

Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  (“The Magnificat”) 

 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
L: Let us pray. 

 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 
mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith to-
ward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Je-
sus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
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BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face 

shine upon you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon 
you with favor and  give you peace. 

C:   Amen 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
“Savior of the Nations Come” 

       … Jacob B. Weber and Kenneth T. Kosche 
 
 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 

 

 

Serving at Worship 
Presiding: The Rev. Christopher S. Johnson 

Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 
           (Pr. Johnson to Bethany at 10:30 am) 
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 
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Vocalists: Ted Gulhaugen; Ethan Hochberger; Rick Hovda;  
       Steve Kroening; Jim Speckhard 
Lector: Mark Gehrke 
Acolyte: Brennan Hochberger 
Radio Announcer: Paul Fandrey 

Elder: Scott Schubring 
Altar Guild: Pam Hoppe; Bonnie Waack 
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A Prayer  
As You Go 
O God of com-
passion, you 
sent your Son 
Jesus to move 
among your 
people with 
healing for 
every hurt of 
life.  Send him 
among us with 
that same 
power to heal 
our sinful 
lives, through 
the same Jesus 
Christ, your 
Son our Lord, 
who lives and 
reigns with 
you and the 
Holy Spirit, 
one God, now 
and forever.  
Amen 
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 

Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson 
Int. Assoc. Pastor Theodore B. Gulhaugen 

Kantor Irene Beethe 
Office Manager Jessica G. Ray 
Custodian Cody Augustine 

Deployed Chaplain Joseph C. Pinzl 
 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com 
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


