
  

 

A Prayer  
Upon Enter-
ing Church 
 
Make straight 
in me, O Lord, 
all that is 
crooked, that I 
may follow 
Your beloved 
Son on the 
narrow road 
that leads to 
life everlast-
ing. Continue 
to purify me 
by the fire of 
Your Holy 
Spirit, win-
nowing my 
heart, mind, 
and soul so 
that what re-
mains is true 
to Your will 
and Your way. 
Amen. 

The Second Sunday in Advent 
December 5, 2021 + 9:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.  
John the Baptist was admired by many, but also a cause for 
concern by the powers that be. However, he considered all to 
be a “brood of vipers”. John, without fear, called out all sin-
ners to repent—the humble farmer to the wealthy scribe, the 
conscripted solider to the priests and teachers of Israel’s law. 
There was no time to waste. The long awaited Savior was to 
come, whose sandals John himself knew he was unworthy to 
untie.  
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 
 Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Jack & Ruth Hochberger in celebra-

tion of their 66th Wedding Anniversary on December 10. 
 The bulletins are sponsored by Gary & Sue Wolslegel in loving memory of An-

nette Lach who was born on December 5, 1945 (d. August 21, 2020). 
 Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the Advent season. 
 
 

To Share Your Offering 
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden of-
fering boxes built into the walls of the 
church.  Please see the map, where the boxes  
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher 
for assistance.   
 
This returns us to an older and beautiful tra-
dition of the Lutheran church in which offer-
ings are not collected during worship so as to 
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offer-
ings to us.   
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PRELUDE 
A Selection of Hymns for Advent II 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand. 
 

INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.   

C: But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Please kneel.  Silence for reflection. 
 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve 

your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

 
 
If Jesus is 
indeed the 
same yester-
day, today, 
and forever, 
everything 
his enflesh-
ment brings 
is already 
assured: life, 
salvation, and 
forgiveness. 
There’s no 
preparing for 
it. There’s 
only wonder 
and awe and 
hope. The 
color for Ad-
vent is blue: 
the color of 
hope and ex-
pectation. 
That’s why 
Mary is so 
often depicted 
in blue. Get 
it? She’s ex-
pecting.  
 
~ Ken Sundet 

Jones, “The 
Antidote to 
"Sadvent,"
1517.org, 
2021 A.D. 
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P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for you 

and, for his sake, forgives you all your sins.  As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority,  I therefore 

forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 

 Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 
Please stand. 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN 
“Prepare the Royal Highway      … LSB #343 

  

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE  
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
 
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 

Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
 
God created 
the body and 
soul of Adam 
and Eve be-
fore the fall. 
But He also 
created our 
bodies and 
souls after the 
fall. Even 
though they 
are corrupt, 
God still ac-
knowledges 
them as His 
work, as it is 
written in Job 
10:8, “Your 
hands fash-
ioned and 
made me.” 
 
~ Formula of 

Concord: 
Epitome, 
Article I, 
1580 A.D. 



5 

 

 
 
P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

COLLECT 
P: Let us pray . . . Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the 

way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His coming we may be 
enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 

Please be seated. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT  Malachi 3:1-7b 
1“Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way before 
me. And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his tem-
ple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, be-
hold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the 
day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is 
like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap. 3He will sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine 
them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in right-
eousness to the LORD. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem 

 
 
 
We believe, 
teach, and 
confess that 
original sin is 
not a minor 
corruption. It 
is so deep a 
corruption of 
human na-
ture that 
nothing 
healthy or 
uncorrupt 
remains in 
man’s body or 
soul, in his 
inward or 
outward pow-
ers…This 
damage can-
not be fully 
described. It 
cannot be 
understood 
by reason, but 
only from 
God’s Word. 
  
~ Formula of 

Concord: 
Epitome, 
Article I, 
1580 A.D. 
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will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former 
years. 5“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift 
witness against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those 
who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker in 
his wages, the widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust 
aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts. 
6“For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, 
are not consumed. 7From the days of your fathers you have turned 
aside from my statutes and have not kept them.” 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 66:1-12 
L: Shout for joy to God, | all the earth;* 
  sing the glory of his name; 

 give to him | glorious praise! 
 
C: Say to God, “How awesome | are your deeds!* 

 So great is your power that your enemies come  
  cringing | to you. 
 

L: All the earth worships you 
 and sings prais- | es to you;* 
 they sing praises | to your name.” 

 

C: Come and see what | God has done:* 
 he is awesome in his deeds toward the chil- | dren of man. 

 

L: He turned the sea into | dry land;* 
 they passed through the riv- | er on foot. 

 
C: There did we rejoice in him, 

 who rules by his might forever, 
 whose eyes keep watch on the | nations—* 
 let not the rebellious ex- | alt themselves. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Folly is a joy 
to him who 
lacks sense, 
but a man of 
understand-
ing walks 
straight 
ahead. 
 
~ Proverbs 

15:21 



7 

 

L: Bless our God, O | peoples;* 
 let the sound of his | praise be heard, 

 

C: who has kept our soul among the | living* 
 and has not let our | feet slip. 

 

L: For you, O God, have | tested us;* 
 you have tried us as sil- | ver is tried. 

 

C: You brought us in- | to the net;* 
 you laid a crushing burden | on our backs; 

 

L: you let men ride o- | ver our heads;* 
 we went through fire and through water; 
 yet you have brought us out to a place of a- | bundance. 

 
All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,* 
  and to the Holy | Spirit; 
  as it was in the be- |ginning,* 
  is now, and will be forever.  | Amen 
 

EPISTLE  Philippians 1:2-11 
2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 3I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4always in 
every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, 5be-
cause of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until 
now. 6And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you 
will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for 
me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, 
for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprison-
ment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is 
my witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Je-
sus. 9And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and 
more, with knowledge and all discernment, 10so that you may ap-
prove what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of 
Christ, 11filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through 

 
 
We believe, 
teach, and con-
fess what our 
righteousness 
before God is 
this: God for-
gives our sins 
out of pure 
grace, without 
any work, 
merit, or wor-
thiness of our 
preceding, pre-
sent, or follow-
ing. He pre-
sents and cred-
its to us the 
righteousness 
of Christ’s obe-
dience. Be-
cause of this 
righteousness, 
we are received 
into grace by 
God and re-
garded as 
righteous.  
 
~ Formula of 

Concord: 
Epitome, 
Article III, 
1580 A.D. 
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Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Please stand. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 

 
 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 3rd chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate 
being governor of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and 
his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, 
and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of 
Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of 
Zechariah in the wilderness. 3And he went into all the region 
around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the for-
giveness of sins. 4As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah 
the prophet, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight. 
5Every valley shall be filled, 
and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall become straight, 
and the rough places shall become level ways, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
We believe, 
teach and 
confess that 
the preaching 
of the Law is 
to be encour-
aged dili-
gently. This 
applies not 
only for the 
unbelieving 
and impeni-
tent, but also 
for true be-
lievers, who 
are truly con-
verted, regen-
erate, and 
justified 
through 
faith...  
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6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 
7He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by 
him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath 
to come? 8Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin 
to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell 
you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abra-
ham. 9Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree 
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into 
the fire.” 10And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” 
11And he answered them, “Whoever has two tunics is to share with 
him who has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.” 12Tax 
collectors also came to be baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what 
shall we do?” 13And he said to them, “Collect no more than you are 
authorized to do.” 14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall 
we do?” And he said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone 
by threats or by false accusation, and be content with your wages.” 
15As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in 
their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Christ, 16John 
answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but he who is 
mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not wor-
thy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 
17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and 
to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.” 18So with many other exhortations he preached 
good news to the people. 19But Herod the tetrarch, who had been 
reproved by him for Herodias, his brother’s wife, and for all the 
evil things that Herod had done, 20added this to them all, that he 
locked up John in prison. 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

NICENE CREED 
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

C: I believe in one God, 
 the Father Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
...Although 
believers are 
regenerate 
and renewed 
in the spirit 
of their mind, 
in the present 
life this re-
generation 
and renewal 
is not com-
plete. It is 
only begun. 
Believers are, 
by the spirit 
of their mind, 
in a constant 
struggle 
against the 
flesh. 
 
~ Formula of 

Concord: 
Epitome, 
Article VI, 
1580 A.D. 
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 and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the only-begotten Son of God, 
 begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
 God of God, Light of Light, 
 very God of very God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 being of one substance with the Father, 
 by whom all things were made; 
 who for us men and for our salvation  
 came down from heaven 
 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
 and was made man; 
 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
 He suffered and was buried. 
 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

and ascended into heaven 
 and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
 And He will come again with glory  
 to judge both the living and the dead, 
 whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the Lord and giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son together  
 is worshiped and glorified, 
 who spoke by the prophets. 
 And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church, 
 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
 and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
 and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY   
“Oh Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”    … LSB #344 

 
The holy man 
John, as 
Christ him-
self testifies, 
is without 
equal among 
all who have 
ever been 
born of 
women, far, 
far superior 
to all the 
priests and 
monks who 
have ever 
lived; never-
theless, he 
humbles him-
self very 
deeply and 
states that he, 
in spite of his 
holiness, is 
but a tramp, 
unworthy to 
wipe off 
Christ’s 
shoes. Truly, 
an example 
for us to emu-
late.  
 
~ Martin  
 Luther, Ser-

mon on the 
4th Sunday 
of Advent, 
1533 A.D. 
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SERMON 
“Straightened: the Joy of Being Saved” 

 

Please kneel. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for 

all creation according to its needs. 
 

P: . . . let us pray to the Lord, 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

Please be seated. 

 

OFFERTORY  “Creator of the Stars of Night”   … LSB #351 

 

Please stand. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . Gracious Father, with this bread and cup, we 

remember the life our Lord offered for us.  Believing in the wit-
ness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share 
with us the great and promised feast. 

C: Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The right-
eousness of 
the blameless 
keeps his way 
straight, but 
the wicked 
falls by his 
own wicked-
ness. 
 
~ Proverbs 

11:5 



12 

 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising you 

and saying:  
 

SANCTUS  (“Holy”) 

 

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, took 

bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, which is 

given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 
 
 
Now here 
stands the 
text, stating 
clearly and 
lucidly that 
Christ gives 
his body to 
eat when he 
distributes 
the bread. On 
this we take 
our stand and 
we also be-
lieve and 
teach that in 
the Supper 
we eat and 
take to our-
selves 
Christ’s body 
truly and 
physically. 
But how this 
takes place or 
how he is in 
the bread, we 
do not know 
and are not 
meant to 
know... 
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 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and 

when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink 

of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 

often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-

passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim 

the Lord’s death until He comes. 
C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
...God’s Word 
we should 
believe with-
out setting 
bounds or 
measure to it. 
The bread we 
see with our 
eyes, but we 
hear with our 
ears that 
Christ’s body 
is present.  
 
 
~ Martin  
 Luther, 

“That These 
Words of 
Christ, 
“This is my 
Body,” etc., 
Still Stand 
Firm 
against the 
Fanatics,” 
1527 A.D. 
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Please be seated.   
 

DISTRIBUTION 
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  The pastor will 

hand you the holy Body.  Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.  

Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they 

come forward to ask for a blessing. 
 

Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 

He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-

mendous benefits.  His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 

faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 

and salvation. 
 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 

they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 

and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 

and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 

 
COMMUNION HYMNS 
 “Herald, Sound the Note of Judgment” (sung by vocalists) 
           … LSB #511 
 

 “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” (sung by all)   … LSB #347 
 

 

Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 
 

 
 
 
 
There is not 
justification 
without sanc-
tification, no 
forgiveness 
without re-
newal of life, 
no real faith 
from which 
the fruits of 
new obedi-
ence do not 
grow. The 
Christian 
lives only 
from the daily 
forgiveness of 
sins for 
Christ’s sake, 
but it is a real 
life which he 
thus enjoys, 
peccator 
simul et ius-
tus, sinner 
and justified 
at once… 
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  (“The Magnificat”) 

 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
L: Let us pray. 

 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 
mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith to-
ward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Je-
sus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 

BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face 

shine upon you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon 
you with favor and  give you peace. 

C:   Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
...That is the 
answer of the 
Lutheran Refor-
mation to the 
thousand-year-
old question in 
Western Christi-
anity of the jus-
tification of the 
sinner.  
 
~ Hermann 

Sasse, “Luther 
and the Teach-
ing of the Ref-
ormation,” 
1937 A.D. 

 



16 

 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
“Prepare the Royal Highway”         … Paul Manz 

 
 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Prayer  
Before You 
Go 
O Jesus, 
sanctify me 
by Your 
righteous-
ness, by 
Your merit 
and Your 
blood. Give 
to me, who 
by nature 
am unholy, 
Your holi-
ness, that 
clothed in 
it as  my 
most beau-
tiful robe, I 
may be 
able to ap-
pear and 
stand be-
fore Your 
heavenly 
Father. 
Sanctify 
my life by 
Your Holy 
Word. 
 
 
~Johann 

Friedrich 
Starck 
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Serving at Worship 
Presiding: The Rev. Christopher S. Johnson 
           (Pr. Gjerde to Bethany all morning) 
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 
Flute: Jacob Roseman 
Vocalists: Vicky Radunz; Jessica Ray; Carol Rich; 
       Betsy Utecht 
Lector: Bill Metter 
Acolyte: Noah Carter 
Radio Announcer: Dick Ames 
Elder: Ken Rodemeier 
Altar Guild: Donna Nuernberg; Anna Mae Zeinemann 
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 

Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson 
Int. Assoc. Pastor Theodore B. Gulhaugen 

Kantor Irene Beethe 
Office Manager Jessica G. Ray 
Custodian Cody Augustine 

Deployed Chaplain Joseph C. Pinzl 
 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com 
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


