
  

 

A Prayer  
Upon Enter-
ing Church 
Lord Jesus 
Christ, who is, 
who was, and 
who is to 
come, we pray 
for the virtue 
of hope, that 
amidst the tri-
als and diffi-
culties of this 
world, we 
may keep our 
hearts fixed 
upon you, 
who reigns 
over the cos-
mos. May 
your grace 
enliven us, 
strengthen us, 
and defend us, 
as we await 
your coming 
in glory. 
Amen 
~ David  
 Bennett 

 

 

The Third Sunday in Advent 
December 12, 2021 + 9:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.   Is it possible to rejoice in prison?  
In the face of death?  In the midst of suffering?  On this Third 
Sunday in Advent, traditionally called “Gaudete” or “Rejoice!” 
Sunday, we confess that the answer is yes!  We rejoice because 
God has loved the human race with an everlasting love in Je-
sus Christ, dignifying us in the midst of our sin and weakness.  
In recognition of that love and because we are now more than 
half-way through Advent, our color on the altar lightens from 
blue to rose, the color of warmth and joy. 
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 
 Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Marilyn & Bob Stankowski in loving 

memory of Marilyn’s parents, Ehardt & Leona Liesch, and brother and sister-
in-law, Dale & Sharon Liesch. 

 Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the Advent season. 
 
 

To Share Your Offering 
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden of-
fering boxes built into the walls of the 
church.  Please see the map, where the boxes  
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher 
for assistance.   
 
This returns us to an older and beautiful tra-
dition of the Lutheran church in which offer-
ings are not collected during worship so as to 
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offer-
ings to us.   
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PRELUDE 
A Selection of Hymns for Advent III 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand. 
 

INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.   

C: But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Please kneel.  Silence for reflection. 
 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve 

your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When here in 
my mind I 
have been 
blind, 
Emotionally 
behind. 
I have faith I 
will find 
The mercy in 
you. 
~ Depeche 

Mode,  
 “Mercy in 

You” 
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P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for you 

and, for his sake, forgives you all your sins.  As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority,  I therefore 

forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 

 Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 
Please stand. 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN 
“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”      … LSB #515 

  

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE  
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
 
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 

Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

The quality of 
mercy is not 
strained; It 
droppeth as 
the gentle 
rain from 
heaven upon 
the place be-
neath. It is 
twice blessed- 
It blesseth 
him that 
gives, and 
him that 
takes. 
~ William 

Shake-
speare, 

 “The Mer-
chant of 
Venice”  
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P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

COLLECT 
P: Let us pray . . . Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our 

prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gra-
cious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen 
 

Please be seated. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT  Zephaniah 3:14-20 

14Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; 
 shout, O Israel! 
 Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
 O daughter of Jerusalem! 
15The Lord has taken away the judgments against you; 
 he has cleared away your enemies. 
 The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; 
 you shall never again fear evil. 
16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
 “Fear not, O Zion; 

 
 
 
 
The Christian 
vocation is to 
be in prayer, 
in the Spirit, 
at the place 
where the 
world is in 
pain, and as 
we embrace 
that vocation, 
we discover it 
to be the way 
of following 
Christ, 
shaped ac-
cording to his 
messianic 
vocation to 
the cross, 
with arms 
outstretched, 
holding on 
simultane-
ously to the 
pain of the 
world and to 
the love of 
God. 
~ N. T. 

Wright, 
The Chal-
lenge of 
Jesus  
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 let not your hands grow weak. 
17The Lord your God is in your midst, 
 a mighty one who will save; 
 he will rejoice over you with gladness; 
 he will quiet you by his love; 
 he will exult over you with loud singing. 
18I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival, 
 so that you will no longer suffer reproach. 
19Behold, at that time I will deal 
 with all your oppressors. 
 And I will save the lame 
 and gather the outcast, 
 and I will change their shame into praise 
 and renown in all the earth. 
20At that time I will bring you in, 
 at the time when I gather you together; 
 for I will make you renowned and praised 
 among all the peoples of the earth, 
 when I restore your fortunes 
 before your eyes,” says the Lord.  

 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 85 
L: LORD, you were favorable | to your land;* 

 you restored the fortunes of | Jacob. 
 

C: You forgave the iniquity of your | people;* 
 you covered | all their sin. 

 

L: You withdrew | all your wrath;* 
 you turned from your hot | anger. 

 

C: Restore us again, O God of our sal- | vation,* 
 and put away your indignation | toward us! 
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L: Will you be angry with us for- | ever?* 
 Will you prolong your anger to all gener- | ations? 

 

C: Will you not revive | us again,* 
 that your people may re- | joice in you? 

 

L: Show us your steadfast love, | O LORD,* 
 and grant us your sal- | vation. 

 

C: Let me hear what God the | LORD will speak,* 
 for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; 
 but let them not turn back to | folly. 

 

L: Surely his salvation is near to those who | fear him,* 
 that glory may dwell | in our land. 

 

C: Steadfast love and faith- | fulness meet;* 
 righteousness and peace kiss each | other. 

 

L: Faithfulness springs up | from the ground,* 
 and righteousness looks down | from the sky. 

 

C: Yes, the LORD will give | what is good,* 
 and our land will yield its | increase. 

 

L: Righteousness will go be- | fore him* 
 and make his foot- | steps a way. 

 
All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,* 
  and to the Holy | Spirit; 
  as it was in the be- |ginning,* 
  is now, and will be forever.  | Amen 
 

EPISTLE  Philippians 4:4-7 
4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your rea-
sonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be 
anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplica-

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Where mercy, 
love, and pity 
dwell, there 
God is dwell-
ing too.  
~ William 

Blake, 1757–
1827 A.D. 
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tion with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 
7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Please stand. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 

 
 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 7th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
18The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, 
19calling two of his disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, 
“Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 
20And when the men had come to him, they said, “John the Baptist 
has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall 
we look for another?’” 21In that hour he healed many people of dis-
eases and plagues and evil spirits, and on many who were blind he 
bestowed sight. 22And he answered them, “Go and tell John what 
you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame 
walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, 
the poor have good news preached to them. 23And blessed is the 
one who is not offended by me.” 24When John’s messengers had 
gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What 
did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the 

 
 
 
 
 
The Christ-
mas message 
is that there is 
hope for a 
ruined hu-
manity—
hope of par-
don, hope of 
peace with 
God, hope of 
glory—
because at the 
Father’s will 
Jesus Christ 
became poor, 
and was born 
in a stable so 
that thirty 
years later He 
might hang 
on a cross. 
~ J.I. Packer, 

born  
 1926 A.D. 
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wind? 25What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft 
clothing? Behold, those who are dressed in splendid clothing and 
live in luxury are in kings’ courts. 26What then did you go out to 
see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 27This is 
he of whom it is written, 

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 
who will prepare your way before you.’ 

28I tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. 
Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

NICENE CREED 
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

C: I believe in one God, 
 the Father Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth 
 and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the only-begotten Son of God, 
 begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
 God of God, Light of Light, 
 very God of very God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 being of one substance with the Father, 
 by whom all things were made; 
 who for us men and for our salvation  
 came down from heaven 
 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
 and was made man; 
 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
 He suffered and was buried. 
 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

and ascended into heaven 
 and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
 And He will come again with glory  

 
 
How is it pos-
sible that the 
gospel should 
be credible, 
that people 
should come 
to believe that 
the power 
which has the 
last word in 
human affairs 
is represented 
by a man 
hanging on a 
cross?  I am 
suggesting 
that the only 
answer, the 
only herme-
neutic of the 
gospel, is a 
congregation 
of men and 
women who 
believe it and 
live by it. 
~ Leslie  
 Newbigin 
 The Gospel 

in a Plural-
ist Society, 
SPCK, 
1989 A.D. 
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 to judge both the living and the dead, 
 whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the Lord and giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son together  
 is worshiped and glorified, 
 who spoke by the prophets. 
 And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church, 
 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
 and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
 and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY   
“Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding”    … LSB #345 
 

SERMON 
“Quieted: the Joy of Being in Love” 

 

Please kneel. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for 

all creation according to its needs. 
 

P: . . . let us pray to the Lord, 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

Please be seated. 
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OFFERTORY    “Psalm 96” (sung by choir) 

 In the hymnal, the Psalms are found before p.151, listed numerically. 

 

Please stand. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . Gracious Father, with this bread and cup, we 

remember the life our Lord offered for us.  Believing in the wit-
ness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share 
with us the great and promised feast. 

C: Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising you 

and saying:  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Though our 
feelings come 
and go, God’s 
love for us 
does not. 
~ C.S. Lewis 
 Mere  
 Christian-

ity  
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SANCTUS  (“Holy”) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 

 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and 

when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink 

of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 

often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
And as the 
Spirit came 
down upon 
Mary to 
bring about 
Christ’s con-
ception, so 
also the Spirit 
comes down 
now on the 
bread and 
wine to create 
the meal of 
the new crea-
tion, calling 
to the mind of 
early Chris-
tians the re-
ception of the 
body and 
blood of 
Christ into 
the believer’s 
body in holy 
Communion. 
~ John of  
 Damascus, 
 born 675 

A.D. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-

passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim 

the Lord’s death until He comes. 
C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 
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Please be seated.   
 

DISTRIBUTION 
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  The pastor will 

hand you the holy Body.  Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.  

Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they 

come forward to ask for a blessing. 
 

Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 

He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-

mendous benefits.  His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 

faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 

and salvation. 
 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 

they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 

and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 

and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 

 
COMMUNION HYMNS 
 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” (sung by vocalists) 
           … LSB #338 
 

 “The Advent of Our King” (sung by all)    … LSB #331 
 

 “Hark the Glad Sound” (sung by all)     … LSB #349 
 
Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  (“The Magnificat”) 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sacred infant, 
all divine, 
 
What a ten-
der love was 
thine, 
 
Thus to come 
from highest 
bliss 
 
Down to such 
a world as 
this. 
~ Edward 

Caswall, 
born 1814 
A.D., 

 See Amid 
the Win-
ter's Snow  
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
L: Let us pray. 

 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 
mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith to-
ward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Je-
sus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 

BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face 

shine upon you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon 
you with favor and  give you peace. 

C:   Amen 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
“Hark the Glad Sound”                … David Cherwien 

 
 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Prayer  
As You Go 
Almighty and 
everlasting 
God, who 
stooped to 
raise fallen hu-
manity 
through the 
child-bearing 
of blessed 
Mary; grant 
that we, who 
have seen your 
glory revealed 
in our human 
nature and 
your love 
made perfect 
in our weak-
ness, may 
daily be re-
newed in your 
image and con-
formed to the 
pattern of your 
Son Jesus 
Christ our 
Lord.  
Amen.  
~ traditional 

collect 
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Serving at Worship 
Presiding: The Rev. Christopher S. Johnson 
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 
           (Pr. Gulhaugen to Bethany at 10:30 am) 
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 
Horn: Meagan Cihlar 
Vocalists: Ivan Beethe; Steve Kroening; Jim Speckhard; 
       Steve Zeinemann 
Lector: Jan Gaugush 
Acolyte: Wyatt Kulesa 
Radio Announcer: Paul Fandrey 
Elder: Lois Jarosz 

Altar Guild: Sally Christoffersen; Donna Nuernberg 
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 

Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson 
Int. Assoc. Pastor Theodore B. Gulhaugen 

Kantor Irene Beethe 
Office Manager Jessica G. Ray 
Custodian Cody Augustine 

Deployed Chaplain Joseph C. Pinzl 
 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com 
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


