
  

 

A Prayer  
Upon Enter-
ing Church 
Lord God, al-
mighty Father, 
help me be 
prepared al-
ways for the 
return of your 
only-begotten 
Son, Jesus. As 
I welcome 
Him into my 
heart and 
mind this day, 
and receive his 
precious body 
and blood, 
may I be filled 
with as much 
joy as Eliza-
beth, the 
blessed Virgin 
Mary, and lit-
tle John who 
leaped in his 
mother’s 
womb. Amen. 
 

The Fourth Sunday in Advent 
December 19, 2021 + 9:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.  
“Ready or not, here I come!” These are words spoken by many 
children while playing hide-and-seek. These words are spoken 
also with great joy because of how much fun such a simple 
game brings to little ones. How much more joy ought we to 
have because of Jesus? Elizabeth and her in utero baby, John, 
paint a picture the joy— praising God for and leaping because 
of Jesus – the Church is to have. The God who fulfills His 
promises has come to us in Jesus. Thanks be to God! 
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 
 Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Tom & Emi Oshima Tranetzki and 

Larry & Polly Nemec and families in loving memory of our wonderful mother 
and grandmother, Pearl Tranetzki, who would have been 102 years old this De-
cember 23. 

 Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the Advent season. 
 
 

To Share Your Offering 
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden of-
fering boxes built into the walls of the 
church.  Please see the map, where the boxes  
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher 
for assistance.   
 
This returns us to an older and beautiful tra-
dition of the Lutheran church in which offer-
ings are not collected during worship so as to 
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offer-
ings to us.   

1 2 

6 5 3 4 

 

Altar Area 

Chapel 
Baptistery 

Nave 

Narthex 

   

  

 



3 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PRELUDE 
A Selection of Hymns for Advent IV 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand. 
 

INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.   

C: But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Please kneel.  Silence for reflection. 
 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve 

your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Advent 
anticipation 
of the coming 
of the Savior 
to liberate us 
from sin and 
its wage of 
death, from 
the condem-
nation of 
God’s Law 
and the wrath 
of a loving 
heavenly Fa-
ther, is indeed 
a daring and 
defiant 
stance.   
 
~ Robert 

Kolb, 
“Seasonal 
Tough-
ness,” 
1517.org, 
2021 A.D. 
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P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for you 

and, for his sake, forgives you all your sins.  As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority,  I therefore 

forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 

 Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 
Please stand. 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN 
“My Soul Rejoices”       … LSB #933 

  

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE  
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
 
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 

Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
It is we who 
were the 
cause of His 
taking human 
form, and for 
our salvation 
that in His 
great love He 
was both born 
and mani-
fested in a 
human body. 
For God had 
made man 
thus, and had 
willed that he 
should re-
main in in-
corruption. 
But men, 
having 
turned from 
the contem-
plation of 
God to evil of 
their own 
devising, had 
come inevita-
bly under the 
law of 
death…  
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P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

COLLECT 
P: Let us pray . . . Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help 

us by Your might, that the sins which weigh us down may be 
quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen 
 

Please be seated. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT  Micah 5:2-5a 
 2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

 who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
 from you shall come forth for me 
 one who is to be ruler in Israel, 
 whose origin is from of old, 
 from ancient days. 
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
 when she who is in labor has given birth; 
 then the rest of his brothers shall return 
 to the people of Israel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
...Instead of 
remaining in 
the state in 
which God 
had created 
them, they 
were in proc-
ess of becom-
ing corrupted 
entirely, and 
death had 
them com-
pletely under 
its dominion. 
 
~ St. Athana-

sius, On the 
Incarnation  

 318 A.D. 
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4And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of 
 the Lord, 
 in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
 And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great 
 to the ends of the earth. 
5And he shall be their peace.  

 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 80:1-7 
L: Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, 

 you who lead Joseph | like a flock!* 
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, | shine forth. 

 

C: Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Ma- | nasseh,* 
stir up your might and come to | save us! 

 

L: Restore us, | O God;* 
 let your face shine, that we | may be saved! 

 

C: O LORD | God of hosts,* 
 how long will you be angry with your | people’s prayers? 

 

L: You have fed them with the | bread of tears* 
 and given them tears to drink in full | measure. 

 

C: You make us an object of contention for our | neighbors,* 
 and our enemies laugh a- | mong themselves. 

 

L: Restore us, O | God of hosts;* 
 let your face shine, that we | may be saved! 

 

All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,* 
  and to the Holy | Spirit; 
  as it was in the be- |ginning,* 
  is now, and will be forever.  | Amen 

 
 
 
He, the 
Mighty One, 
the Artificer 
of all, Himself 
prepared this 
body in the 
virgin as a 
temple for 
Himself, and 
took it for His 
very own, as 
the instru-
ment through 
which He was 
known and in 
which He 
dwelt. Thus, 
taking a body 
like our own, 
because all 
our bodies 
were liable to 
the corrup-
tion of death, 
He surren-
dered His 
body to death 
in place of all, 
and offered it 
to the Fa-
ther...  
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EPISTLE  Hebrews 10:5-10 
5When Christ came into the world, he said, 
  “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 

 but a body have you prepared for me; 
6in burnt offerings and sin offerings 
 you have taken no pleasure. 
7Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, 
 as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’” 

8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure 
in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offer-
ings” (these are offered according to the law), 9then he added, 
“Behold, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in or-
der to establish the second. 10And by that will we have been sancti-
fied through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Please stand. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 

 
 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 1st chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
39In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill coun-

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
...This He did 
out of sheer 
love for us, so 
that in His 
death all might 
die, and the 
law of death 
thereby be 
abolished be-
cause, when 
He had ful-
filled in His 
body that for 
which it was 
appointed, it 
was thereafter 
voided of its 
power for men. 
 
 
~ St. Athana-

sius, On the 
Incarnation, 
318 A.D. 
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try, to a town in Judah, 40and she entered the house of Zechariah 
and greeted Elizabeth. 41And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of 
Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with 
the Holy Spirit, 42and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are 
you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43And 
why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come 
to me? 44For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my 
ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who 
believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to 
her from the Lord.” 
46And Mary said, 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. 
 For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49for he who is mighty has done great things for me, 
 and holy is his name. 
50And his mercy is for those who fear him 
 from generation to generation. 
51He has shown strength with his arm; 
 he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 
52he has brought down the mighty from their thrones 
 and exalted those of humble estate; 
53he has filled the hungry with good things, 
 and the rich he has sent empty away. 
54He has helped his servant Israel, 
 in remembrance of his mercy, 
55as he spoke to our fathers, 
 to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 

56And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to 
her home. 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

NICENE CREED 
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What was 
God to do in 
face of this 
dehumaniz-
ing of man-
kind, this 
universal hid-
ing of the 
knowledge of 
Himself by 
the wiles of 
evil spirits? 
Was He to 
keep silence 
before so 
great a wrong 
and let men 
go on being 
thus deceived 
and kept in 
ignorance of 
Himself?... 
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C: I believe in one God, 
 the Father Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth 
 and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the only-begotten Son of God, 
 begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
 God of God, Light of Light, 
 very God of very God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 being of one substance with the Father, 
 by whom all things were made; 
 who for us men and for our salvation  
 came down from heaven 
 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
 and was made man; 
 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
 He suffered and was buried. 
 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

and ascended into heaven 
 and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
 And He will come again with glory  
 to judge both the living and the dead, 
 whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the Lord and giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son together  
 is worshiped and glorified, 
 who spoke by the prophets. 
 And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church, 
 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
 and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
 and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
...What, then, 
was God to 
do? What else 
could He pos-
sibly do, be-
ing God, but 
renew His 
Image in 
mankind, so 
that through 
it men might 
once more 
come to know 
Him? And 
how could 
this be done 
save by the 
coming of the 
very Image 
Himself, our 
Savior Jesus 
Christ? 
 
~ St. Athana-

sius, On the 
Incarnation 

 318 A.D. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY   
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”     … LSB #357 
 

SERMON 
“Fulfilled: the Joy of Being Ready” 

 

Please kneel. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for 

all creation according to its needs. 
 

P: . . . let us pray to the Lord, 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

Please be seated. 

 

OFFERTORY   (played by the Handchime Choir) 

 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”          … arr. Susan Geschke 

 

Please stand. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . Gracious Father, with this bread and cup, we 

remember the life our Lord offered for us.  Believing in the wit-
ness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share 
with us the great and promised feast. 

C: Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 
 
 
 
He willed to 
be conceived, 
to be devel-
oped in the 
womb, to 
leave the 
womb by be-
ing born, just 
as is the case 
with our 
natural con-
ception and 
birth with the 
exception that 
He was kept 
from sin by 
the superven-
tion of the 
Holy Ghost, 
so that we 
might be less 
in doubt that 
His flesh is of 
the same sub-
stance with 
our own 
and...  
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P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising you 

and saying:  
 

SANCTUS  (“Holy”) 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
...that we 
might be ren-
dered certain 
that the in-
carnation of 
the Son of 
God contrib-
utes toward 
the restora-
tion of our 
own concep-
tion, birth, 
and entire 
nature. 
 
~ Martin 

Chemnitz, 
The Two 
Natures of 
Christ, 
1578 A.D. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 

 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and 

when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink 

of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 

often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-

passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim 

the Lord’s death until He comes. 
C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[T]here is 
now diminu-
tion of dig-
nity because 
of the union 
of the divine 
and human 
natures. But 
rather we 
confess and 
honor the im-
measurable 
love and 
mercy of the 
Son of God 
that in under-
taking to set 
man free He 
did not fear 
the Virgin’s 
Womb… 
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AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please be seated.   
 

DISTRIBUTION 
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  The pastor will 

hand you the holy Body.  Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.  

Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they 

come forward to ask for a blessing. 
 

Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 

He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-

mendous benefits.  His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 

faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 

and salvation. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
...since 
[human na-
ture] could be 
restored in no 
other way, in 
order that the 
glory of God’s 
grace might 
be praised and 
that thus our 
poor nature 
might be ex-
alted in the 
person of the 
Son of God.  
 
~ Martin 

Chemnitz, 
The Two 
Natures of 
Christ, 1578 
A.D. 
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The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 

they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 

and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 

and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 

 
COMMUNION HYMNS 
 “Long Ago, Prophets Knew” (played by the Handchime Choir) 
           … arr.Carol Lynn Mizell 
 

 “The Angel Gabriel” (played by soloist) 
                  … arr.Robert Powell 
 

 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (sung by all)    … LSB #361 
 
Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  (“The Magnificat”) 

 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
L: Let us pray. 

 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 
mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith to-
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ward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Je-
sus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 

BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face 

shine upon you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon 
you with favor and  give you peace. 

C:   Amen 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
Toccata on “Veni, Emmanuel”                     … Page C. Long 

 
 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Serving at Worship 
Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 
Preaching: The Rev. Christopher S. Johnson 
           (Pr. Gjerde to Bethany at 10:30 am) 
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 
Violin: Mary Premeau 
Choir: The Zion Handchime Choir 
Lector: Robert Hochberger 
Acolyte: Noah Harter 
Radio Announcer: Jon Oestreich 
Elder: Lynn Budnik 
Altar Guild: Kay Krall; Anna Mae Zeinemann 
 

A Prayer  
Before You 
Go 
Lord Jesus… 
you alone are 
the one who 
has come to 
save us. We 
thank you for 
your coming, 
and for your 
will to per-
form in us 
again your 
saving work. 
Rule us by 
your Holy 
Spirit, that we 
may… put 
our trust in 
nothing in 
heaven or 
earth except 
you alone, 
our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
~ Martin 
Moller (d. 
1606 A.D.) 
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Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


