
  

 

A Prayer 
Upon  
Entering 
Church 
Welcome to 
earth, Thou 
noble Guest, 
Through 

whom the 
sinful world 
is blest!  
Thou com’st 
to share my 
misery; 
What thanks 
shall I return 
to Thee?  Ah, 
dearest Jesus, 

holy Child, 
Make Thee a 
bed, soft, un-
defiled, 
Within my 
heart, that it 
may be 
A quiet 
chamber kept 
for Thee. 
~ From 

Heaven 
Above 
(Martin  

 Luther) 

The Festival of St. Stephen, Martyr 
December 26, 2021 + 9:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.  This year, the First Sunday after 
Christmas coincides with the Feast of St. Stephen, the Church’s 
first martyr.  A once-familiar Christmas carol popularized this 
feast with its opening line: “Good King Wenc’laus last looked 
out on the feast of Stephen!”  Yet even more importantly, the 
blood and death of Stephen casts our Christmas joy in stun-
ning light, reminding us why the Infant Christ came to us, and 
that the Jesus at Bethlehem is the same one who says to us, 
“Take up your cross, and follow me.”   
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 

 Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Donna Nuernberg, with this greeting: 
“May the good Lord bless and keep you in the New Year.” 

 The poinsettias are received from the Christmas Decorating Fund.  A special in-
sert, listing those who contributed to the Decorating Fund, was included in the 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day bulletins.  Extra insert forms are on the tables 
in the narthex and reception area. 

 The sponsor charts for 2022 for Radio Broadcasts, Flowers and Bulletins are avail-
able for you to sign up.  The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry. 

 

To Share Your Offering 
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden of-
fering boxes built into the walls of the 
church.  Please see the map, where the boxes  
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher 
for assistance.   
 
This returns us to an older and beautiful tra-
dition of the Lutheran church in which offer-
ings are not collected during worship so as to 
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offer-
ings to us.   

1 2 

6 5 3 4 

 

Altar Area 

Chapel 
Baptistery 

Nave 

Narthex 
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PRELUDE 

“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”        … Jeffrey Blersch 

“Come, Your Hearts & Voices Raising”            … Paul Manz 
 

Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary. 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN   
 “Come Your Hearts and Voices Raising”    … LSB #375 

 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

KYRIE  
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 

Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 
By the over-
flowing love 
of God we 
have not only 
a general 
promise of 
redemption, 
You and I 
have also an 
individual 
and personal 
guarantee of 
our salvation.  
God tells us 
today: I have 
called thee by 
thy name, 
and by this 
remarkable 
pledge we 
know that the 
Savior not 
only loved 
humanity as 
a whole, but 
each one of us 
in particular.  
upon His 
holy lips . . .  
 
[continued 
next page] 
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P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord. 

 
 

GLORIA 
P: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
[from previ-
ous page] 
 
 
. . . With this 
faith we can 
take any pas-
sage of grace 
and read our 
name into its 
love; for it is 
Christ Him-
self who un-
derlined this 
assurance 
when He told 
His disciples 
and still tells 
His followers: 
Rejoice be-
cause your 
names are 
written in 
heaven.  It is 
His apostle 
who comforts 
his fellow-
laborers with 
the assurance 
that their 
names are in 
the Book of 
Life . . .   
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Let us pray . . . Heavenly Father, in the midst of our sufferings 
for the sake of Christ grant us grace to follow the example of 
the first martyr, Stephen, that we also may look to the One who 
suffered and was crucified on our behalf and pray for those 
who do us wrong; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  

C: Amen 

 

 
 
 
 
. . . And by 
the faithful-
ness of the 
same Savior 
it is my privi-
lege to 
strengthen all 
who take Je-
sus into their 
hearts and 
lives as their 
Redeemer, 
with the 
promise that 
God knows 
His own indi-
vidually, that 
their name 
has been in-
scribed in 
heaven’s Book 
of Eternity, 
that their 
Savior, who 
in spirit is 
blessing these 
words...now 
say to them: . 
. . 
 
[continued 
next page]  
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Please be seated. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT  2 Chronicles 24:17-22 
17Now after the death of Jehoiada the princes of Judah came and 
paid homage to the king. Then the king listened to them. 18And 
they abandoned the house of the LORD, the God of their fathers, 
and served the Asherim and the idols. And wrath came upon 
Judah and Jerusalem for this guilt of theirs. 19Yet he sent prophets 
among them to bring them back to the LORD. These testified against 
them, but they would not pay attention. 20Then the Spirit of God 
clothed Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest, and he stood 
above the people, and said to them, “Thus says God, ‘Why do you 
break the commandments of the LORD, so that you cannot prosper? 
Because you have forsaken the LORD, he has forsaken you.’” 21But 
they conspired against him, and by command of the king they 
stoned him with stones in the court of the house of the LORD. 
22Thus Joash the king did not remember the kindness that Jehoiada, 
Zechariah’s father, had shown him, but killed his son. And when 
he was dying, he said, “May the LORD see and avenge!” 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 119 
L: Righteous are you, | O LORD,* 

 and right are your | just decrees. 
 

C: You have appointed your testimonies in | righteousness* 
 and in all | faithfulness. 

 

L: My zeal con- | sumes me,* 
 because my foes for- | get your words. 

 

C: Your promise is | well tried,* 
 and your servant | loves it. 

 

 

[from previ-
ous page] 
 
Fear not; 
for...I have 
called thee by 
thy name.  
You may be 
only a num-
ber in some 
public insti-
tution or in 
the necessary 
system of re-
lief and secu-
rity, but if 
you are 
Christ’s, He 
calls you by 
your name.  
You may 
have made 
your own 
name a re-
proach to 
yourself and 
others, but 
the Christ, 
whose grace 
abounds and 
more where 
sin abounds, 
will never be 
ashamed to 
take your 
name upon 
His holy lips.  
~ The  
 Lutheran 

Hour,  
 1936 A.D. 
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L: I am small | and despised,* 
 yet I do not forget your | precepts. 

 

C: Your righteousness is righteous for- | ever,* 
 and your | law is true. 

 

L: Trouble and anguish have | found me out,* 
 but your commandments are | my delight. 

 

C: Your testimonies are righteous for- | ever;* 
 give me understanding that | I may live. 

 

All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,* 

  and to the Holy | Spirit; 
  as it was in the be- |ginning,* 
  is now, and will be forever.  | Amen 
 

SECOND READING  Acts 6:8—7:2a, 51-60 
8And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders 
and signs among the people. 9Then some of those who belonged to 
the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyre-
nians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, 
rose up and disputed with Stephen. 10But they could not withstand 
the wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking. 11Then they 
secretly instigated men who said, “We have heard him speak blas-
phemous words against Moses and God.” 12And they stirred up the 
people and the elders and the scribes, and they came upon him and 
seized him and brought him before the council, 13and they set up 
false witnesses who said, “This man never ceases to speak words 
against this holy place and the law, 14for we have heard him say 
that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and will change 
the customs that Moses delivered to us.” 15And gazing at him, all 
who sat in the council saw that his face was like the face of an an-
gel.  1And the high priest said, “Are these things so?” 2And Stephen 
said:  “Brothers and fathers, hear me. . . .51You stiff-necked people, 
uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. 
As your fathers did, so do you. 52Which of the prophets did not 
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your fathers persecute? And they killed those who announced be-
forehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now 
betrayed and murdered, 53you who received the law as delivered 
by angels and did not keep it.”  54Now when they heard these 
things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. 55But 
he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of 
God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56And he said, 
“Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at 
the right hand of God.” 57But they cried out with a loud voice and 
stopped their ears and rushed together at him. 58Then they cast him 
out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their 
garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59And as they 
were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit.” 60And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, 
“Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said 
this, he fell asleep. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Please stand. 

 

VERSE 

 

 

 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 23rd chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
34[Jesus said:] “Therefore I send you prophets and wise men and 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Moreover, 
preachers of 
the right 
character re-
member that 
the Church is 
not a king-
dom that can 
be built up in 
peace; for it is 
located with 
the domain of 
the devil, who 
is the prince 
of this world.  
Accordingly, 
the Church 
has no choice 
but to be at 
war.  It is 
“ecclesia mili-
tans,” the 
Church Mili-
tant, and will 
remain such 
until the 
blessed end.   
~ C.F.W. 

Walther, 
Law & 
Gospel , 
1884-1885 
A.D. 
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scribes, some of whom you will kill and crucify, and some you will 
flog in your synagogues and persecute from town to town, 35so that 
on you may come all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the 
blood of innocent Abel to the blood of Zechariah the son of Bara-
chiah, whom you murdered between the sanctuary and the altar. 
36Truly, I say to you, all these things will come upon this genera-
tion. 37“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and 
stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered 
your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, 
and you would not! 38See, your house is left to you desolate. 39For I 
tell you, you will not see me again, until you say, ‘Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord.’” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

NICENE CREED 
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

C: I believe in one God, 
 the Father Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth 
 and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the only-begotten Son of God, 
 begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
 God of God, Light of Light, 
 very God of very God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 being of one substance with the Father, 
 by whom all things were made; 
 who for us men and for our salvation  
 came down from heaven 
 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
 and was made man; 
 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our dear 
Lord Christ is 
everywhere in 
the world an 
annoying 
preacher.  The 
Gospel will 
never fare 
otherwise.  It 
is and it will 
be a message 
at which of-
fence is taken, 
not by the 
lowly, but by 
the most 
saintly and 
most pious, 
the wisest 
and the 
mightiest on 
earth, as ex-
perience 
teaches us. 
~ Martin Lu-

ther, Ser-
mon for the 
Third Sun-
day in Ad-
vent,  

 1544 A.D. 
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 He suffered and was buried. 
 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

and ascended into heaven 
 and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
 And He will come again with glory  
 to judge both the living and the dead, 
 whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the Lord and giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son together  
 is worshiped and glorified, 
 who spoke by the prophets. 
 And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church, 
 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
 and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
 and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
“The Son of God Goes Forth to War”    … LSB #661 

 

SERMON 

“Has Faith Become a Hobby?” 
 

Please kneel. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Trusting in our Lord Jesus Christ, the everlasting God and Son 

of Mary, let us pray. 

 

P: . . . O King of Kings, 

C: receive our prayer. 

 

 
This is the 
word of the 
prophet: 
“Unto us a 
child is born, 
unto us a son 
is given.”  
This is for us 
the hardest 
point, not so 
much to be-
lieve that he 
is the son of 
the virgin 
and of God as 
to believe that 
this Son of 
God is ours.  
Truly it is 
marvelous in 
our eyes that 
God should 
place a little 
child in the 
lap of a virgin 
and that all 
our blessed-
ness should 
lie in him.  
And this 
Child belongs 
to all human-
kind.  God 
feeds the 
whole world 
through a 
Babe nursing 
at Mary’s 
breast . . .  
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P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

Please be seated. 

 

OFFERTORY    “Psalm 84” (sung by vocalists) 

 In the hymnal, the Psalms are found before p.151, listed numerically. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Blessed are you, heavenly Father, for the priceless gift of your 

Son, sent into our flesh to redeem the creation.  Grant that we 

may now so eat of his flesh and drink of his blood that we may 

ever dwell in him, and he in us. 

C: Amen 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. . . This must 
be our daily 
exercise: to be 
transformed 
into Christ, 
being nour-
ished by this 
food.  Then 
will the heart 
be suffused 
with all joy 
and will be 
strong and 
confident 
against every 
assault.   
~ Martin  
 Luther,  
 The Martin 

Luther 
Christmas 
Book,   

 1948 A.D. 
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P: It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising you 

and saying:  
 

SANCTUS  (“Holy”) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 
 

 

 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and  

 when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink  

 of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 

often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me. 

 
 

 

 

 
Heaven and 

earth are 

united today, 
for Christ is 

born!  Today 

God has 
come upon 

earth, and 

humankind 

gone up to 
heaven.  To-

day, for the 

sake of hu-
mankind, the 

invisible One 

is seen in the 
flesh.  There-

fore, let us 

glorify Him 

and cry 
aloud: glory 

to God in the 

highest, and 
on earth 

peace be-

stowed by 

your coming, 
Savior: glory 

to you! 

~John the  
  Monk, 

  650-750 

  A.D. 



13 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-

passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: The Word was made flesh 

C: and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth. 

 

AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Under the 
feeble stable 
light come 
and behold 
the won-
drous sight!  
Lies here a 
babe so heav-
enly sweet, 
Mother and 
angels the 
Infant keep.  
Angels on 
wing, what 
do they 
sing?  
“Glory to 
God, the 
Savior, 
King!” 
~Arnold 
  Frederick 
  Keller, 
  20th 
  Century, 
  A.D.  
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Please be seated.   

 

DISTRIBUTION 
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  The pastor will 

hand you the holy Body.  Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.  

Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they 

come forward to ask for a blessing. 
 

Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 

He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-

mendous benefits.  His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 

faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 

and salvation. 
 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 

they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 

and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 

and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
 “God Loves Me Dearly” (sung by the vocalists)   … LSB #392 
 

 “Angels from the Realms of Glory” (sung by all)   … LSB #367 
 

Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: Let us pray.  O God of wonder, we have tasted your goodness, 

and beheld your presence in the Word made flesh.  Shine forth 

his light in all we say and do, and fill the earth with your glory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
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 The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to 

you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 
 

Please turn toward the cross as it is carried out of the sanctuary. 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN   
 “Let All Together Praise Our God”     … LSB #389 

 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
“The Son of God Goes Forth to War”     … Gordon Young 

 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 

 

 

 

 

Serving at Worship 
Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 

           (Pr. Gulhaugen to Bethany at 10:30 am) 
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 

Horn: Meagan Cihlar 

Vocalists: Ivan Beethe; Ted Gulhaugen; Rick Hovda; Jim Speckhard 

Lector: Jessica Ray 

Radio Announcer: Dick Ames 

Acolytes: Madison Cornell; Noah Harter; Carter Kulesa 

Altar Guild: Donna Nuernberg 

 

 

A Prayer  
As You Go 
Lord Jesus, 
reign in us, 
we pray, 
And make us 
yours alone, 
Who with the 
Father ever 
are 
And Holy 
Spirit, one. 
~ John  
 Morison, 

1749-98 A.D.  
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To contact us by email: 
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To visit our webpage: 
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Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
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Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


