A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church
O Merciful,
Eternal
God… we,
Thy children
thank Thee
from the inmost of our
hearts, that
Thou has so
faithfully
kept Thy
promise and
didst turn to
us. Thy heart
of fatherly
love, in sending to us the
highest
good, Thine
only begotten Son, for
our Savior,
and making
us acceptable
in Thy Beloved.
~ Treasury of
Prayers

The Second Sunday after Christmas
January 2, 2022 + 9:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.
At an early age we see Jesus obedient to his heavenly Father,
and also to Joseph and Mary. He submits to the Father’s will in
becoming Man and also submits to his parents’ will by being
their obedient son. In so doing, Jesus shows how he will ultimately fulfill both tables of God’s Law—both towards God
and towards man. This is good news for disobedient sinners
who need a righteousness that cannot be worked for, a righteousness that is reckoned to us only through faith in Jesus.

Sharing God’s Blessings Today





Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Tom &Pam Gabriel and David & Jane
Johnson in thanksgiving for many blessings received.
The poinsettias are received from the Christmas Decorating Fund. A special insert, listing those who contributed to the Decorating Fund, was included in the
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day bulletins. Extra insert forms are on the tables
in the narthex and reception area.
The sponsor charts for 2022 for Radio Broadcasts, Flowers and Bulletins are available for you to sign up. The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry.

Altar Area

1

To Share Your Offering
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden offering boxes built into the walls of the
church. Please see the map, where the boxes
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher
for assistance.
This returns us to an older and beautiful tradition of the Lutheran church in which offerings are not collected during worship so as to
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offerings to us.
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PRELUDE
“Of the Father’s Love Begotten”
“As With Gladness Men of Old”
“Now Sing We, Now Rejoice”

… Held
… Burkhardt
… Manz

Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN
“O Word of God Incarnate”

… LSB #523

GREETING
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
P:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

The coming of
Jesus is not
pleasant assurance that
everything
will be fine.
It’s a cry that
says God’s
kingdom is
near! Now is
the day of
salvation!
Help is here,
the only salvation that
makes is possible for all to
be saved from
wickedness.
~ Bo Giertz,
To Live
With
Christ,
1974 A.D.
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Let us first
make it clear
to ourselves
that the evangelists tell us
all of this because they are
convinced
that these
things happened. Luke
expressly
calls upon
eyewitnesses
and states
that he has
carefully done
research
about everything from
the beginning. The
Scriptures are
speaking of
history, but
they tell the
event in a
fashion much
like an artist
painting a
picture.

P:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.

GLORIA
P:

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.

~ Bo Giertz,
Preaching
From the
Whole Bible,
1967 A.D.
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Let us pray . . . Almighty God, You have poured into our
hearts the true Light of Your incarnate Word. Grant that this
Light may shine forth in our lives; through the same Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.
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OLD TESTAMENT 1 Kings 3:4-15
4The

. . . Luke
chooses to
begin and end
his gospel in
the temple.
This appears
to mean that
the entire
story of Jesus
has been
bounded by
and therefore
finds its
meaning in
the temple. It
also strongly
implies that
Jesus has fulfilled and
taken over the
function of
the temple…

king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great
high place. Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on
that altar. 5At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by
night, and God said, “Ask what I shall give you.” 6And Solomon
said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant
David my father, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you. And you
have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him
a son to sit on his throne this day. 7And now, O LORD my God, you
have made your servant king in place of David my father, although
I am but a little child. I do not know how to go out or come in.
8And your servant is in the midst of your people whom you have
chosen, a great people, too many to be numbered or counted for
multitude. 9Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to
govern your people, that I may discern between good and evil, for
who is able to govern this your great people?” 10It pleased the Lord
that Solomon had asked this. 11And God said to him, “Because you
have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches
or the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12behold, I now do according to your
word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so that none
like you has been before you and none like you shall arise after
you. 13I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and
honor, so that no other king shall compare with you, all your days.
14And if you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my
commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen
your days.” 15And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream.
Then he came to Jerusalem and stood before the ark of the covenant
of the LORD, and offered up burnt offerings and peace offerings,
and made a feast for all his servants.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 119:97-104
L: Oh how I | love your law!*
It is my meditation | all the day.
C: Your commandment makes me wiser than my | enemies,*
for it is ever | with me.
L: I have more understanding than all my | teachers,*
for your testimonies are my medi- | tation.
C: I understand more than the | agèd,*
for I keep your | precepts.
L: I hold back my feet from every | evil way,*
in order to | keep your word.
C: I do not turn aside from your | just decrees,*
for you have | taught me.
L: How sweet are your words | to my taste,*
sweeter than honey | to my mouth!
C: Through your precepts I get under- | standing;*
therefore I hate every | false way.
All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- |ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen

EPISTLE Ephesians 1:3-14
3Blessed

be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly
places, 4even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the
world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love
5he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, ac7

...Luke views
Jesus as the
returning
kavod [glory
of God], as
well as a final
universal sacrifice for the
forgiveness of
sins. Through
Word and sacrament Jesus
mediates God’s
presence, holiness, and the
forgiveness of
sins to the
Church.
~ Jack D.
Kilcrease,
The SelfDonation of
God,
2013 A.D

All this happened for our
sakes to
enlarge our
faith, that we
might learn
to know Jesus
correctly, that
he is more
than a man,
namely, also
true God.
That is why
he withholds
obedience
here from his
parents, tarries behind in
Jerusalem,
and wishes to
be justified
before his parents, so that
by this revelation he wishes
to teach us,
by example,
that we must
obey God
rather than
men, even
though that
be our parents. One of
the products
of our depraved nature
is that in our
ignorance
and blindness...

cording to the purpose of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious
grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7In him we
have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8which he lavished
upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in
Christ 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him,
things in heaven and things on earth. 11In him we have obtained an
inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of
him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12so
that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise
of his glory. 13In him you also, when you heard the word of truth,
the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with
the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is the guarantee of our inheritance
until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

VERSE

GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
40The

child [Jesus] grew and became strong, filled with wisdom.
And the favor of God was upon him. 41Now his parents went to Je8

rusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42And when he was
twelve years old, they went up according to custom. 43And when
the feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed
behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, 44but supposing
him to be in the group they went a day’s journey, but then they began to search for him among their relatives and acquaintances,
45and when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem,
searching for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple,
sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding
and his answers. 48And when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us
so? Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in great
distress.” 49And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me?
Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50And they
did not understand the saying that he spoke to them. 51And he
went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive
to them. And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart.
52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with
God and man.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

NICENE CREED
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart:
C: I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
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...we are
much more
inclined
to serve men
rather than
God. Therefore, we
should learn
from this example of our
dear Lord
Jesus that if a
situation
arises where
we must
choose
whether to be
disobedient to
God or to our
parents, or
those in authority, we
must answer
with Christ:
“I must be
about the
business of
my Father in
heaven.”
~ Martin
Luther, Sermon on the
First Sunday After
Epiphany,
1534 A.D.

Even
heaven’s
Christmas
song did not
once awaken
the sleeping
world; it slept
on, unconcerned about
the newborn
Child. Yet
what has happened in the
past 1,800
years? The
story of the
birth at Bethlehem in
deepest humility has
gone out into
all lands unto
the ends of
the earth—
and this story
has transformed the
world. Whole
nations together with
their rulers
have thrown
themselves
down before
the manger...

begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory
to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together
is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life  of the world to come. Amen.
Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY
“Within the Father’s House”

SERMON
“The God Who Submits”
Please kneel.
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… LSB #410

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Trusting in our Lord Jesus Christ, the everlasting God and Son
of Mary, let us pray.

P: . . . O King of Kings,
C: receive our prayer.
P:

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERTORY
“As With Gladness Men of Old”

… LSB #397

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P:

Blessed are you, heavenly Father, for the priceless gift of your
Son, sent into our flesh to redeem the creation. Grant that we
may now so eat of his flesh and drink of his blood that we may
ever dwell in him, and he in us.
C: Amen

~ C.F.W.
Walther,
Christmas
Sermon,
A.D. 1870

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

...From century to century, from
nation to nation, millions
and ever new
millions have
with one
voice confessed and
still confess
today: if this
Child had not
been born, we
would be
completely
lost. All investigators
declare the
birth of this
Child to be
the most impenetrable
object of all
human investigation.

The Lord be with you.
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P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising you
and saying:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: The Word was made flesh
C: and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth.

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)

Everyone
thinks he can
do it better
and more excellently than
the dear child
Jesus. Do they
not see that
such household chores
and obedience
to father and
mother have
been sanctified through
this holy person, God’s
Son, who in
his youth
gathered
wood, picked
up shavings,
started the
fire, fetched
water, and did
other household chores?
Truly we are
not worthy
even to follow
his example.
~ Martin
Luther, Sermon on the
First Sunday After
Epiphany,
1534 A.D.
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Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. The pastor will
hand you the holy Body. Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.
Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they
come forward to ask for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

COMMUNION HYMN
“Let Our Gladness Have No End”
Please stand after all have received the sacrament.
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… LSB #381

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P:

Let us pray. O God of wonder, we have tasted your goodness,
and beheld your presence in the Word made flesh. Shine forth
his light in all we say and do, and fill the earth with your glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to
you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.

Please turn toward the cross as it is carried out of the sanctuary.

RECESSIONAL HYMN
“Go Tell it on the Mountain”

… LSB #388

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“Go Tell it on the Mountain”

… Kerr

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory

A Prayer
Before You
Go
O Christ
Jesus, Thou
eternal Son
of God, we
honor,
praise and
magnify
Thee…
Thou hast
befriended
us and
clothed
Thyself
with the
garb of our
flesh and
blood….Th
ou has humiliated
Thyself in
order to
exalt us;
Thou didst
come down
upon this
earth, that
we might
go up to
Thee in
heaven.
~ Treasury
of Prayers
1930 A.D.
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Serving at Worship
Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
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