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Sharing God’s Blessings 
 Today’s broadcast is sponsored by Steve and Marlene Kroening for God’s many 

blessings and answered prayers. 
 The evergreen trees by the altar are donated anonymously by a grateful member 

of Zion.  The trees are decorated with chrismons, symbols of Christ, handmade by 
members of Zion. 

 Please refer to the bulletin insert for a listing of all who gave to the Christmas 
Decorating Fund. 

 

Welcome to the Liturgy of the People 
The fourth and final service of Christmas Day is held on Christmas morning, “the lit-
urgy of the people” (the prior three services fill Christmas eve, or evening).  Having 
journeyed with the Holy Family to Bethlehem, sung with the angels, and raced with 
the shepherds to adore the Christ, we now come as the whole people of God to con-
fess with one accord that Jesus is the Lord Almighty, both man and God.  Cover art: 
the Holy Family, by Francesco Zagnelli 1470 A.D.   
 

To Share Your Offering 
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden of-
fering boxes built into the walls of the 
church.  Please see the map, where the boxes  
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher 
for assistance.   
 
This returns us to an older and beautiful tra-
dition of the Lutheran church in which offer-
ings are not collected during worship so as to 
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offer-
ings to us.   
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PRELUDE 
 “What is this Lovely Fragrance?”   … Sondra K. Tucker 
 “Angels We Have Heard on High”   … Susan Mitchell-Wallace 
 “Once in Royal David’s City”    … Sondra K. Tucker 
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

The ministers process to the chapel and assemble before the créche.  
 
Please kneel. 
 

ADORATION OF THE CHRIST CHILD 
P: O blessed Christ, the radiance of glory; 
 O blessed Christ, eternal Son of the Father; 
 O blessed Christ, born of the virgin Mary: 
 
C: O Jesus, very light of light, our constant star in sin’s deep 
 night; now hear the prayers your people pray throughout the 
 world this holy day. 
 
P: O blessed Child, pure sacrifice for sins; 
 O blessed Child, firstborn from the dead; 
 O blessed Child, enthroned in splendor: 
 
C: O Savior, ever bear in mind the grace you showed to all  
 mankind, when, born in flesh of virgin womb, you authored 
 life within the tomb. 
 
P: O Prince of peace, the spring of mercy; 
 O Prince of peace, redeemer of the world; 
 O Prince of Peace, who was and is and is to come: 
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C: O Christ, redeemer virgin-born, let songs of praise your name 
 adorn whom with the Father we adore and Holy Spirit  
 evermore.  Amen 
 

Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary. 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  “Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful” 
 
C: Oh, come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant! 

Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold him  Born the king of angels; 
Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 
The highest, most holy, Light of light eternal, 
Born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 
Son of the Father Now in flesh appearing! 
Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 
Child, for us sinners  Poor and in the manger, 
Fain we embrace thee, with awe and love; 
Who would not love thee,  Loving us so dearly? 
Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 
Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God In the highest: 
Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, Born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to thee be glory giv’n! 
Word of the Father, Now in flesh appearing; 
Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

 

 
 
The words 
concerning 
Mary’s baby 
are spoken to 
you also.  To 
you is born a 
Savior who is 
Christ the 
Lord.  That is 
the One who 
is for you 
from God.  
Such is God 
for you.  Fear 
Him above all 
else and from 
Him hear the 
message.  
Nothing 
comes ahead 
of that; noth-
ing is surer 
than that.  
Everything 
else comes 
after that, fits 
in with that, 
is illumined 
by that fact.  
You have it 
on the highest 
authority that 
Christ has 
been born.  It 
is an author-
ity not of 
power but of 
love . . .  
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GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE  
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 
the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 
and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 

 
. . . God is 
pleased with 
us; He loves 
us.  If we 
fully believed 
that, then 
surely our 
hearts would 
burst, says 
Martin Lu-
ther.  “Born 
in us today.”  
Yes, Lord, I 
believe.  Help 
my unbelief.  
Help me out 
of refusing to 
be loved so 
much.  Let 
Your body 
and blood 
have their 
way with me 
so I know 
how incredi-
bly You join 
me and love 
me to death 
and by Your 
death win 
forgiveness 
for me, who is 
accepted, em-
braced, joined 
with You . . .  
 
[continued 
next page] 
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GLORIA 
P: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
[from previ-
ous page] 
 
 
. . . Then we 
go back to 
what it is that 
we have in 
the way of 
sheep to tend, 
carpentry to 
do, child and 
home to care 
for.  The same 
tasks, but 
different.  
That is where 
we carry and 
heed the mes-
sage, and in 
living out our 
calling, God 
will do things 
through us 
that are be-
yond our 
knowing and 
planning, as 
He did 
through the 
shepherds, 
Mary and 
Joseph, and 
even Caesar 
Augustus . . .  
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SALUTATION  and  COLLECT 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 

 

P: Let us pray . . . Almighty God, you have made yourself known 
to us in your Son, Jesus, Redeemer of the world.  By his birth of 
the Virgin Mary, set us free from the old slavery of our sin; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 
Please be seated. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT  Isaiah 52:7-10 
7How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings 
good news, who publishes peace, who brings good news of happi-
ness, who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God 
reigns.” 8The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; to-
gether they sing for joy; for eye to eye they see the return of the 
LORD to Zion. 9Break forth together into singing, you waste places 
of Jerusalem, for the LORD has comforted his people; he has re-
deemed Jerusalem. 10The LORD has bared his holy arm before the 
eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see the sal-
vation of our God. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
. . . We let 
Him be the 
Lord.  Would 
we wish to 
change Him 
or submit 
Him to doing 
things accord-
ing to our 
prescriptions?  
Mary had to 
learn later 
that God had 
His own way 
of doing what 
was His to do 
– a cross and 
a sword 
through her 
heart.  But 
she held to the 
words, good 
words, words 
of the Savior 
who is Christ 
the Lord in 
the stable and 
on the cross . . 
.  
 
[continued 
next page]
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PSALM 98   “Oh Sing to the Lord”       … Jeffrey Blersch 
  

Choir (Refrain): 

 
 
C: Repeat refrain.    
 
Choir: The Lord has made known his salvation; he has revealed 

his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
 He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to 

the house of Israel. 
 All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
C: Refrain 
 
Choir: Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; 
 break forth into joyous song and sing praises!  
C: Refrain 
 
Choir: Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, with the lyre and the 

sound of melody. 
 With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful 

noise before the King, the Lord! 
C: Refrain 
 
Choir: Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those 

who dwell in it! 
 Let the rivers clap their hands; let the hills sing for joy to-

gether before the Lord, for he comes to judge the earth.  He 

[from previ-
ous page] 
 
. . . You came 
to hear the 
good words 
again, bring-
ing along the 
parts of you 
that still say 
no, the parts 
from a world 
of death and 
taxes and all 
the things 
that threaten  
to wear away 
your life or 
trivialize it.  
The good 
words help us 
through to 
the rock bot-
tom of what 
happened, 
and on that 
we can build, 
fitting in 
with that all 
the pieces and 
layers of our 
lives, the hard 
things and 
certainly the 
happy things 
too.  We can 
let them be 
the happy 
things they 
are . . .  
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will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples 
with equity. 

C: Refrain 
 

EPISTLE  Hebrews 1:1-6 
1Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fa-
thers by the prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by 
his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom 
also he created the world. 3He is the radiance of the glory of God 
and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by 
the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat 
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as 
much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excel-
lent than theirs. 5For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You 
are my Son, today I have begotten you”? Or again, “I will be to him 
a father, and he shall be to me a son”? 6And again, when he brings 
the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God’s angels worship 
him.” 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand and turn towards the Scriptures as they are carried into the 
congregation. 
 

VERSE  
Choir: On this day earth shall ring with the song children sing 

to the Lord, Christ our King, born on earth to save us; 
him the Father gave us.   

 Id-e-o-o-o, id-e-o-o-o, Id-e-o gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 
 His the doom, ours the mirth; when he came down to earth, 

Bethlehem saw his birth; ox and ass beside him 
from the cold would hide him.   Refrain 

  
 God's bright star, o'er his head, Wise Men three to him led; 

kneel they low by his bed, lay their gifts before him, 
praise him and adore him.       Refrain 

 
. . . family, 
home, friends 
together, gifts, 
food, drink, 
and all the fun 
and kindliness 
of Christmas – 
for they are 
liberated from 
having to 
cover a 
wretchedness 
or emptiness 
of heart.  For 
our heart is 
now fixed 
where true joy 
is found, and 
that is more 
than anything 
that offers it a 
contradiction.  
“A Savior, 
which is 
Christ the 
Lord.”  It hap-
pened, and the 
words have 
carried it to 
you, and the 
bread and 
wine.  Then 
return, pro-
claiming it, 
back to your 
sheep.   
~ Pr. Norman 

Nagel,  
 1975 A.D. 
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GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel of our Lord, according to St. John, the 14th 

chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things 
were made through him, and without him was not any thing made 
that was made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 
5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not over-
come it. 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
7He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all 
might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear 
witness about the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, 
was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and the world 
was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11He 
came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12But to 
all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood nor 
of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 14And the 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and 
truth. 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

VERSE  sung by the congregation:  

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
From the mo-

ment that the 

deity and the 
humanity 

were united 

in one person, 
this man, 

Mary’s son, is 

(and is rightly 

called!) the 
almighty and 

everlasting 

God, who has 
eternal 

power. 

~ the  

 Lutheran 
Confes-

sions, 1580 

A.D. 
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NICENE CREED 
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

C: I believe in one God, 
 the Father Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth 
 and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the only-begotten Son of God, 
 begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
 God of God, Light of Light, 
 very God of very God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 being of one substance with the Father, 
 by whom all things were made; 
 who for us men and for our salvation  
 came down from heaven 
 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
 and was made man; 
 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
 He suffered and was buried. 
 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

and ascended into heaven 
 and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
 And He will come again with glory  
 to judge both the living and the dead, 
 whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christmas 
does not ask 
us to pretend 
we were back 
in Bethlehem, 
kneeling be-
fore a crib; it 
asks us to 
recognize that 
the wood of 
the crib be-
came the 
wood of the 
cross. 
~ Nathan 

Mitchell, A 
Christmas 
Source 
Book 
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 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the Lord and giver of life, 
 who with the Father and the Son together  
 is worshiped and glorified, 
 who spoke by the prophets. 
 And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church, 
 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
 and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
 and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY          “Now Sing We”     LSB #386 
 

SERMON           “His Eye on the Altar” 

 
Please kneel. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
P: Trusting in our Lord Jesus Christ, the everlasting God and Son 

of Mary, let us pray. 
 
P: . . . O King of Kings, 
C: receive our prayer. 
 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C: Amen 
 
Please be seated. 
 

OFFERTORY  “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”        LSB #384 
 The Choir sings Stanzas 1—4 

 The Congregation stands and sings Stanza 5. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“What is the 
glory of God?  
The majesty 
that had no-
where to lay 
its head; the 
grandeur that 
was meek and 
lowly; the 
beauty that 
had neither 
form nor 
comeliness 
that anyone 
should desire 
Him; the 
splendor of a 
lonely Wan-
derer, weary 
and footsore, 
with nails 
through His 
hands and 
feet . . .  
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Blessed are you, heavenly Father, for the priceless gift of your 

Son, sent into our flesh to redeem the creation.  Grant that we 
may now so eat of his flesh and drink of his blood that we may 
ever dwell in him, and he in us. 

C: Amen 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you.

 
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising you 

and saying:  

 

SANCTUS  (“Holy”) 

 

 

 
 
 
 
. . . I have 
found in and 
through Him 
all the God I 
want.  Noth-
ing less than 
that.  All that 
I know of 
God, I do not 
say that I 
have learned 
it from Him; I 
say that I 
have seen it 
in Him.  And 
when I cele-
brate the day 
of His birth, I 
celebrate the 
day when 
God made 
Himself so 
manifest that 
people have 
not been able 
to get away 
from Him. 
~ Paul 

Scherer, 
Love Is a 
Spendthrift, 
1961 A.D.  
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 
 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and  
 when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink  
 of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen 
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ACCLAMATION 
P: The Word was made flesh, 
C: and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth. 
 

AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please be seated. 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  The pastor will 

hand you the holy Body.  Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.  

Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they 

come forward to ask for a blessing. 
 

Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 

He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-

mendous benefits.  His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 
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faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 

and salvation. 
 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 

they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 

and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 

and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
 “Come Rejoicing, Praises Voicing” (sung by the Choir) 
                 … Benjamin M. Culli 
 

 “Go Tell It on the Mountain” (sung by all)    … LSB #388 
 

 “Away in a Manger” (sung by all)     … LSB #364 
 
Please stand after all have received the Sacrament. 
 

PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . .  O God of wonder, we have tasted your good-

ness, and beheld your presence in the Word made flesh.  Shine 
forth his light in all we say and do, and fill the earth with your 
glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 

 

Please turn toward the cross as it is carried out of the sanctuary. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



17 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN  “Joy to the World” 

 

 

 

 

 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE  
 Gigue on “Joy to the World”             … Sondra K. Tucker 

 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 

 
 
 

 
 

A Prayer  
As You Go 
Merciful Fa-
ther of Jesus, 
the only-
begotten 
Son, we 
praise and 
thank You 
for the gift 
of Your Son, 
whose body 
has borne 
the cross 
and whose 
blood 
anointed the 
wood of the 
cross.  Hav-
ing now 
nourished 
us with this 
same food 
and drink, 
grant that 
we, as new-
born souls, 
might live in 
perpetual 
praise of 
Your grace; 
through 
Christ our 
Lord.  Amen 
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UPCOMING SERVICES 
 First Sunday after Christmas (Sunday, December 26) 
 9 & 11 AM:  Holy Communion (St. Stephen, Martyr)  
   (Broadcast: WSAU) 
 

 New Year’s Eve (Friday, December 31) 
 6:30 PM: Holy Communion  
 

 Epiphany of Our Lord (Wed/Thurs, January 5-6) 
 6:30 PM: Vespers (Wednesday) 
  12:15 PM: Holy Communion (Thursday)  
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Serving at Worship 
Presiding: The Rev. Christopher S. Johnson 
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 

Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 
Choir: The Zion Kantorei 
Trumpet: Chad Premeau 
Radio Announcer: Dick Ames 
Acolyte: Sarah Gjerde 
Lector: Bill Metter 
Elder: Lois Jarosz 

Altar Guild: Sally Christoffersen; Janet Dettmering;  
             Donna Nuernberg 
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 

Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson 
Int. Assoc. Pastor Theodore B. Gulhaugen 

Kantor Irene Beethe 
Office Manager Jessica G. Ray 
Custodian Cody Augustine 

Deployed Chaplain Joseph C. Pinzl 
 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com 
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


