The Eve of the Nativity of Our Lord 2021
“The Liturgy of the Shepherds”
Zion Lutheran Church
Wausau, Wisconsin
8:00 p.m.

Sharing God’s Blessings






onight’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Dick & Dianne Ames in memory of our
parents, Robert & Florence Ames and Clarence & Helen Glasel; our sisters, Rosemary Ruechel and Rebecca Ames Jenner; and our son-in-law, Bill Deneen.
The fresh evergreen trees at the altar are sponsored anonymously by grateful Zion
members. The trees are decorated with chrismons, symbols of Christ, handmade
by Zion members.
Please refer to the bulletin insert for a listing of all who gave to the Christmas
Decorating Fund.

Welcome to the Liturgy of the Shepherds
This service, the Liturgy of the Shepherds, is a time to adore. Adoration is what the
shepherds did when they ran to Bethlehem. At this third service of Zion’s yearly
Christmas celebration, we do the same, coming to Jesus as He comes to us in the Holy
Supper. There, we still receive Him in His humble body and blood, pleased to dwell
with us. Cover Art: Adoration of the Shepherds, Giovanni da Lodi, 1505 A.D.

Altar Area
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To Share Your Offering
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden offering boxes built into the walls of the
church. Please see the map, where the boxes
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher
for assistance.
This returns us to an older and beautiful tradition of the Lutheran church in which offerings are not collected during worship so as to
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offerings to us.

2
Baptistery

Chapel

Nave

6

5

4

Narthex

2

3

PRELUDE
Selections for Christmas Eve (played by flute & piano)
“Christmas Day”
… Gustav Holst

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN “Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful”
C:

Oh, come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant!
Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him Born the king of angels;
Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
The highest, most holy, Light of light eternal,
Born of a virgin, a mortal he comes;
Son of the Father Now in flesh appearing!
Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
See how the shepherds, Summoned to his cradle,
Leaving their flocks, Draw nigh to gaze!
And we, rejoicing, Swiftly add our footsteps:
Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God In the highest:
Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
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THE APOSTOLIC GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Look for us,
the faithful,
with the angels and the
children,
loudly praising the conqueror of
death: Hosanna in the
highest!
~ traditional
liturgical
verse

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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GLORIA
P:

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.

From Christmas through
the Sunday of
Transfiguration, the
Hymn of
Praise is the
“angels’
song” of Luke
2:14, “Glory
to God in the
highest!”
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SALUTATION and COLLECT
P: The Lord be with you.

P: Let us pray: O God, You make this most holy night to shine
with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that as we have
known the mysteries of that Light on earth we may also come
to the fullness of His joys in heaven; through the same Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 9:2-7
2The

people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
on them has light shined.
3You have multiplied the nation;
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as they are glad when they divide the spoil.
4For the yoke of his burden,
and the staff for his shoulder,
the rod of his oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
5For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult
and every garment rolled in blood
will be burned as fuel for the fire.
6For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
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and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7Of the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL
L: To us a child is born, to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder.
And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things!

EPISTLE Titus 2:11-14
11For

the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people,
us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions,
and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present
age, 13waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of
our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14who gave himself for us to
redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people
for his own possession who are zealous for good works.
12training

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Behold Christ
lying in the
lap of His
young
mother, still a
virgin. What
can be
sweeter than
the Babe,
what more
lovely than
the mother!
What fairer
than her
youth! What
more gracious
than her virginity! Look
at the Child,
knowing
nothing. Yet
all that is belongs to Him,
that your
conscience
should not
fear but take
comfort in
Him. Doubt
nothing . . .
[continued
next page]

Please stand.

7

from previous
page]
Watch Him
springing in
the lap of the
maiden.
Laugh with
Him. Look
upon this
Lord of Peace
and your
spirit will be
at peace. See
how God invites you in
many ways.
He places
before you a
babe with
Whom you
may take refuge. You
cannot fear
Him, for
nothing is
more appealing to man
than a babe.
Are you affrighted?
Then come to
Him, lying in
the lap of the
fairest and
sweetest
maid. You
will see how
great is the
divine goodness . . .

VERSE
L: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
For unto you is born this day in the city of David,
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

GOSPEL Luke 2: 15-20
P:

The Holy Gospel of our Lord, according to St. Luke, the 2nd
chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
15When

the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see
this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to
us.” 16And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and
the baby lying in a manger. 17And when they saw it, they made
known the saying that had been told them concerning this child.
18And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them.
19But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her
heart. 20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

NICENE CREED
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart:
C: I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
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begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory
to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together
is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life  of the world to come. Amen.
Please be seated.
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. . . Trust

Him! Here is
the Child in
Whom is salvation. To me
there is no
greater consolation given to
mankind than
this, that
Christ became
man, a child, a
babe, playing
in the lap and
at the breasts
of this most
gracious
mother. Who
is there whom
this sight
would not
comfort?
Now is overcome the
power of sin,
death, hell,
conscience,
and guilt, if
you come to
judge this
gurgling Babe
and believe
that He is
come, not to
judge you, but
to save.
~ Martin
Luther,
1483-1546
A.D.

HYMN OF THE DAY “What Child is This?”

SERMON

“Zealous!”

OFFERTORY (sung by soloist)
“Break Forth O Beauteous Heavenly Light”
Please stand.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P: Blessed are you, heavenly Father, for the priceless gift of your
Son, sent into our flesh to redeem the creation. Grant that we
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may now so eat of his flesh and drink of his blood that we
may ever dwell in him, and he in us.
C: Amen

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising you
and saying:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)
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In this sacrament he offers
us all the
treasure he
brought from
heaven for us,
to which he
most graciously invites us in
other places,
as when he
says in Matt.
11:28, “Come
to me, all who
labor and are
heavy-laden,
and I will
refresh you” .
..

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: The Word was made flesh
C: and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth.
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AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)

Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. The pastor will
hand you the holy Body. Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.
Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they
come forward to ask for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits: His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.
13

. . . We must
never regard
the sacrament
as a harmful
thing from
which we
should flee, but
as a pure,
wholesome,
soothing medicine which
aids and quickens us in both
soul and body.
For where the
soul is healed,
the body has
benefitted also.
~ Luther’s
Large
Catechism

COMMUNION HYMNS
“Gesu Bambino” (sung by soloist)
“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” (sung by all)

… LSB #393

“Away in a Manger” (sung by all)

… LSB #364

Please stand after all have received the sacrament.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P:

Let us pray. O God of wonder, we have tasted your goodness,
and beheld your presence in the Word made flesh. Shine forth
his light in all we say and do, and fill the earth with your glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

Please light your candles from the aisle candles.

HYMN “Silent Night, Holy Night!”
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Please extinguish your candle, holding it upright until it cools.

BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
C: Amen
Please turn toward the cross as it is carried out of the sanctuary.

RECESSIONAL HYMN “Joy to the World”

A Prayer
As You Go
O taste and
see how good
the Lord is,
Alleluia!
Bless the
Lord in the
heavens, Alleluia!
Bless Him in
the highest,
Alleluia!
Bless Him, all
ye angels of
His, Alleluia!
Bless Him, all
His hosts,
Alleluia!

POSTLUDE
Festival Flourish on “Joy to the World”
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… Jacob B. Weber

Thee only, O
Jesus, do we
bless, with
the Father
and the most
Holy Spirit,
now and forever. Amen

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory
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Serving at Worship
Presiding: The Rev. Christopher S. Johnson;
The Rev. Theodore B. Gulhaugen
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Flute: Jacob Roseman
Piano: Molly Roseman
Soloist: Karla Tennant
Lector: Richard Dubiel
Radio Announcer: Paul Fandrey
Acolytes: Brennan Hochberger; Ethan Hochberger
Ella Johnson
Elder: Donna Nuernberg
Altar Guild: Sally Christoffersen; Kay Krall; Donna Nuernberg
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Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever. (Psalm 125:1)
Church Telephone: 715-848-7286

To contact us by email:
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com

Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde
Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson
Int. Assoc. Pastor Theodore B. Gulhaugen
Kantor Irene Beethe
Office Manager Jessica G. Ray
Custodian Cody Augustine
Deployed Chaplain Joseph C. Pinzl

To visit our webpage:
www.zionlutheranwausau.com
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com)
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core
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