Zion Lutheran Church
“Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.” (Psalm 125:1)
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Remembering
Examples of the faith in January
January 11: St. Louise Ellermann
Born in Evansville, Indiana, St.
Louise was the first American Lutheran medical missionary to serve
in India. She was trained as a
nurse in Evansville, and served in
India from 1913-1926. While little
information is available on Louise’s
life, her service testifies to how the
Gospel of Christ leads His Church
to care not only for the souls of His
people but also their bodies, an anticipation of the resurrection of all flesh.
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Pastoral Letter
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his
death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk
in newness of life. ~ Romans 6:3-4
“New year, new you!” I’m sure we’ve all heard this sort of saying
before. Perhaps it’s even dropped from our lips a few times. We tend
to hear these kinds of things around the turn of the year. One year
ends, another begins. The year 2021 will never be again. It’s done
with and over. Yet what has happened in the past continues to influence the future. This is an important way to view baptism.
In your baptism a decisive thing has happened; you were joined to
the death of Jesus. This means that you have died too. How often we
forget that Jesus has not come to this world to make our lives a little
better, a little more manageable, a little less stressful, and so on! No,
he has come to put an end to the old you because only by putting an
end to the old you can He begin the important work of making a new
you in you by His Spirit.
If you truly want a “new you,” look no further than the new you the
Lord God has created in you already through Water and the Word.
They may be hard to see from time to time, this new you in you. But
they are there. They are there because just as the old you is connected to Jesus’ death, the new you is connected to Jesus and his resurrection. Thus you have “newness of life” (Romans 6:4)!
This work, burying the old and giving life to the new, began in your
baptism. Though your baptism happened in the past, the effects of
baptism linger in you your whole life long. On that day God promised to be your God and will foster that newness in the new you until
the day of resurrection. Trust in Him to make you new since all our
efforts at self-improvement tend to fail so often!
In Christ,
Pastor Johnson
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Liturgy

receiving the gifts

Holy Communion
Sunday:
Monday-Friday:
Saturday:

9 & 11 AM (sung)
12:15 PM (spoken; 20 min.)
5:15 PM (sung)

Live Radio Broadcast
Sunday, 9 AM + WSAU 550 AM, 99.9 FM, 95.1 FM

Online (Facebook Live-Stream, Website, YouTube)
Morning Devotion:
Compline:

8:30 AM, Monday-Friday
8:30 PM, Monday-Friday

Upcoming Feasts of the Lord
If Christ is the Lord of both the living and the dead, then He is also
the Lord of our time. In the Church, we arrange time around the
proclamation of His mighty acts. Please note these upcoming dates:
February 2 (Wed.):
February 27 (Sun.):
March 2 (Wed.):
March 25 (Fri.):
April 10 (Sun.):
April 17 (Sun.):
June 5 (Sun.):

Presentation of the Lord
Communion, 12:15 PM, Vespers 6:30 PM
Transfiguration of the Lord
Saturday: 5:15 PM // Sunday: 9 and 11 AM
Ash Wednesday
Communion, 12:15 PM and 6:30 PM
Annunciation of the Lord
Communion, 12:15 PM
Palm Sunday
Saturday: 5:15 PM // Sunday: 9 and 11 AM
Resurrection of the Lord
Saturday: 5:15 PM // Sunday: 9 and 11 AM
Pentecost Sunday
Saturday: 5:15 PM // Sunday: 9 and 11 AM

Scripture Readings for Next Sunday (January 16)
Old Testament:
Epistle:
Gospel:

Isaiah 62:1-5
1 Corinthians 12:1-11
John 2:1-11
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Catechumenate

learning the gifts

Youth Education
Sundays:

Sunday School, 10:00 AM
Grades Pre-K to Grade 6
Children gather first in the organ loft for music
They then proceed to class:
Pre-K to Grade 4 in the Fellowship Hall
Grades 5-6 in the Conference Room.
Instruction will end promptly at 10:50 AM.

Wednesdays: Confirmation, 6:30 PM
Grades 7-8
Chapel/Fellowship Hall
Occasional:

Pizza with the Pastor
A time for high school students to discuss faith and
life around good food. Our next meeting is scheduled
for February 6th at 5 PM at Polito’s Pizza
(Downtown Wausau). See you there!

In-Person Bible Study (Fellowship Hall)
Tuesdays:

Bible Study, 9 AM
“The Acts of the Apostles”

Thursdays:

Men’s Bible Study, 7 AM ++ NEW STUDY ++
“The Gospel of Saint John 1:19-51”

Sundays:

Bible Study, 10:15 AM
“Bible By Maps”: Exploring Scripture by learning
where it all happened.

Online and In-Home Study
Wednesdays: Word at the Middle of the Week, 8:30 AM
“The Book of Revelation
Live-Streamed and Posted to Website
Monthly:

“The Shepherd’s Voice”
Included the start of each month in
this newsletter.
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Outreach and Mercy

sharing and being the gifts

Monthly Mission Emphases:
 Lutheran Bible Translators: The Derricks — Goal: $2,000
 The Neighbor’s Place — Goal: $1,000
Featured this week: The Neighbor’s Place
The Neighbor’s Place (TNP) is located at 745 Scott Street, Wausau.
TNP is a unique, locally-supported nonprofit organization with a
strong multi-cultural and multi-faith heritage. Their mission is a
simple one: “People Helping People.” TNP provides the following
programs and services, FREE of charge, to those who need them:
*Food Bank & Food Pantry
*The Babies Place
*Wheels Again
*Community Gardens
*Community Learning Center
These programs are possible because our community cares. Local
businesses, organizations, and individuals share their time, talent,
and treasures, because our community can see the difference their
participation makes. For more information, call 715-845-1966; or
online: neighborsplace.org.

Praying

in our prayers this week

Persecuted Christians in: Laos, Turkmenistan, Algeria
Missionaries: Elliot & Serena Derricks, Lutheran Bible Translators
Comfort, Healing, Recovery:
Phyllis Bliese
Mark Gehrke
Trandy Revie
Those who need our on-going prayers:
Zion’s Homebound Members
Craig Bureta
Barb Ramker
Avery Kluck
Krista Salas
Bill Metter
Mike Trzebiatowski
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Two Upcoming Events
NEW VICAR to Visit Zion
Barring the unforeseen, Zion’s new vicar, Charlie Ziemann, will visit the congregation on Sunday, January 16.
He will attend worship as well as the 10:15 AM Bible
study. Charlie is a senior at the University of Minnesota,
but already attending seminary at the Luther House of
Studies (Sioux Falls Seminary). He comes highly recommended by his school.
Zion members may remember that Pr. Pinzl first came to us as a seminarian and eventually as a vicar. “Vicar” designates a student training
to be a pastor. As a vicar, Mr. Ziemann would likely begin service at
Zion in the summer 2022, not as a full pastor, but as an apprentice and
assistant to the pastors. Zion is an excellent teaching congregation,
with the opportunity for seminarians to learn both town and country
ministry, liturgy and music, pastoral care, teaching, and administration.
Please come to welcome Mr. Ziemann! It is possible that he may also
come Saturday evening, dependent on his schedule. More information
will follow if he can.

LUTHERAN BIBLE TRANSLATORS to Visit Zion
Elliot and Serene Derricks, Lutheran Bible Translators
supported by Zion, will visit the congregation and speak
of their mission in Cameroon on Sunday, February 6, at
10:15 a.m. in the church hall. Mr. Derricks will also
speak briefly at the 9 AM service. Zion is one of the Derricks’ chief financial supporters, helping them share
God’s Word in the heart language of the Cameroon people.

Prayer List Reminder
“Your Father knows what you need even before you ask Him.” (Matt. 6:8)
In the confidence of God’s great mercy in Jesus Christ, the
Church opens its prayer to include anyone who needs or calls for
it. Sometimes, and understandably, families or others who request prayers from the Church can forget that their loved one is still
on the prayer list. To ensure that Zion’s prayer list is as up-to-date and accurate regarding the needs of God’s family as it can be, names will remain on
Zion’s list for three weeks or three months, depending on the request. At the
end of either time, you may always talk to a pastor or the church office and ask
that they remain for longer.
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News & Events
*ADJUSTMENT* Hours for Zion’s Secretary
After some consideration, the decision has been made
to adjust Zion’s secretary, Jessica Ray’s, lunch hour.
She will now be at her desk from 8 AM — 11:45 AM
and 12:45 — 5 PM. If you call or stop at that time, or
when she’s running an errand, please leave a message
on the church phone or on her desk, and she will be glad to be in
touch when she returns.
Thank You
The pastors and their families thank the congregation
and its friends for their many Christmas greetings and
gifts. God bless you all with a happy and healthy new
year.
Call for Volunteers
 Zion’s custodian, Cody Augustine, is looking for
volunteers to help with snow removal this winter.
Please call or email the church office to add your
name to the call list.


Are you able to answer the phone and take messages? Zion’s
secretary, Jessica Ray, is compiling a list of people willing to
tend the front desk at times that she must be away. When she is
gone for full sick days or extended periods of time, the position
may include compensation. Please call or email the church office to add your name to the list.

Thank you for Your Generosity!
Thank you to everyone who donated items for the
New Beginnings for Refugees (NBFR) organization
which is supporting the resettlement of refugees in
the Wausau area. All the tags were taken off the tree
very quickly, and so many nice home and kitchen
items were gifted to those who come to us with so
little. God bless!
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News & Events
2021 Strassenfest Recap
The Strassenfest committee regrouped in November
to review the fruits of our labor. After missing a
year (2021 we didn't hold the Strassenfest due to the
pandemic), it was evident this October event is still popular with our
congregation and the community. Our efforts brought in nearly
$10,000 in revenue!
All net revenue is distributed back into the church. Here's where the
Strassenfest proceeds were applied this year:
--$5,000 for an outdoor amplification system for Luther Square
--$2,000 for portable outdoor seating for Luther Square
--$1,000 for a portable phone for pastors while on-call & for
online ministry
--$1,400 for banner brackets for Luther Square light poles
--$449 to replenish the New Equipment fund after purchasing a
snowblower
--10% of our total revenue to missions
A huge thank you to all of our volunteers for their dedication and
continued support of this wonderful event. The second weekend in
October brings us the Strassenfest, the Swiss Steak Luncheon and
the Abendessen. We're always in need of volunteers for any or all of
these wonderful activities. Watch for communication on next year's
Strassenfest happening Saturday, October 8, 2022.
Cost of Altar Flower Sponsorship to Increase in 2022
Due to an increase in the cost for flowers from our
provider, Floral Magic, they have requested that we
raise our charge from $ 60 to $75 for two bouquets
of flowers. Altar Guild feels this is a fair increase,
as we have not raised our charge for many years. If
you have already signed up to sponsor flowers in
2022 and would like to now remove your name from the sponsorship
list due to this change, please advise Jessica Ray in the church office.
We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause, and thank you
for your continued generosity in beautifying Zion!.
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News & Events
Pro-Life Signature Ad
Wisconsin Right to Life (WRTL) is asking for
signatures to include in their “Stand Strong for
the Unborn” ad that will run in the January 20th
publication of the City Pages. You may add your name at the Zion
church office (there is a sign-up sheet) or online at: https://
wrtl.salsalabs.org/signaturead2022. The deadline for signatures is
noon on January 14th.
Memorials and Other Gifts Received
 In thanksgiving for the wonderful wedding services of Navy Chaplain Joseph Pinzl, Douglas &
Sue Ann Hurlbert gave a gift to Zion.
 In memory of Jeffrey Gruetzmacher, Gerald &
Shirley Kieckhaefer gave a gift to Zion’s Property Improvement
Fund.
New Book in the Church Library
A grateful Zion parishioner would like to share the
following book with the congregation: Here I
Walk: A Thousand Miles on Foot to Rome with
Martin Luther by Andrew L. Wilson. It details
Andrew Wilson and his wife, Sarah’s. trek in 2010 to follow the
footsteps taken by Martin Luther on his pre-Reformation pilgrimage
from Erfurt, Germany to Rome, Italy. The book has been placed in
the church library. Check it out in 2022!
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Calendar

for the upcoming week

Sunday • January 16 (Epiphany 2)
9:00 AM
Holy Communion; Live Radio Broadcast,
WSAU 550 AM
10:00 AM
Sunday School
10:15 AM
Bible Study
10:15 AM
Fellowship in the Church Hall
11:00 AM
Holy Communion
Monday • January 17
8:30 AM
Devotion, Facebook
12:15 PM
Holy Communion
8:30 PM
Compline, Facebook
Tuesday • January 18 (The Confession of St. Peter)
8:30 AM
Devotion, Facebook
12:15 PM
Holy Communion
8:30 PM
Compline, Facebook
Wednesday • January 19
8:30 AM
Word at the Middle of the Week, Facebook
12:00 PM
Music at Midday
12:15 PM
Holy Communion
1:00 PM
Homeless Mats
6:30 PM
Vespers/Confirmation
8:30 PM
Compline, Facebook
Thursday • January 20 (St. Sarah)
8:30 AM
Devotion, Facebook
12:15 PM
Holy Communion
6:30 PM
Kantorei
8:30 PM
Compline, Facebook
Friday • January 21 (St. Agnes)
8:30 AM
Devotion, Facebook
12:15 PM
Holy Communion
8:30 PM
Compline, Facebook
Saturday • January 22
5:15 PM
Holy Communion
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
709 N SIXTH STREET
WAUSAU WI 54403-4791
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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Where you can reach us:
Church — 715-848-7286
Fax — 715-848-7286
Email —zion@zionlutheranwausau.com
Web: zionlutheranwausau.com
A member of Lutheran CORE
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