
  

 

A Prayer 
Upon  
Entering 
Church 
Merciful 
God, loving 
Father, Who 
dost govern 
all things in 
heaven and 
earth, and 
dost make all 
things new 
through 
Thine al-
mighty 
Word: Trans-
form our sin-
ful nature 
and all our 
doings by 
the power of 
Thy Holy 
Spirit, that 
we may 
please Thee 
and attain to 
perfect joy, 
through Je-
sus Christ, 
our Lord.  
Amen 

The Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord 
January 9, 2022 + 9:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.   “Heaven which before was 
closed, is opened by Christ’s baptism and a window and door 
now stand open for us to see through.  No longer is there a bar-
rier between God and us, since God himself descends at the Jor-
dan.  The Father lets his voice be heard, the Son sanctifies bap-
tism with his body, and the Holy Spirit descends in the form of 
a dove.  Is this not a great manifestation, a truly great sign of 
how very precious baptism is to God, that he does not abstain 
from it?” ~ Luther, in his House Sermons, 1500s A.D. 
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 

 Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Deb Schuett in loving memory of her 
parents, Chuck & Verna Schuett, and in gratitude for their example of faith, 
love, and dedication to family. 

 The flowers at the altar are sponsored by Donna Nuernberg to the Glory of God. 
 The sponsor charts for 2022 for Radio Broadcasts, Flowers and Bulletins are avail-

able for you to sign up.  The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry. 
 

To Share Your Offering 
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden of-
fering boxes built into the walls of the 
church.  Please see the map, where the boxes  
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher 
for assistance.   
 
This returns us to an older and beautiful tra-
dition of the Lutheran church in which offer-
ings are not collected during worship so as to 
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offer-
ings to us.   
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PRELUDE 

Variations on “The Star Proclaims the King is Here” 

 … William Braun and Mark Knickelbein 
 

 

Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary. 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN   
 “The Star Proclaims the King is Here”    … LSB #399 

 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

KYRIE  
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 

Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As we are 
lepers in sin, 
we are made 
clean by 
means of the 
sacred water 
and the Name 
of the Lord, 
being spiritu-
ally brought 
forth in Bap-
tism as new-
born babes, 
even as the 
Lord has de-
clared: 
“Unless a 
man be born 
again through 
water and the 
Spirit, he 
shall not en-
ter into the 
kingdom of 
heaven” (John 
3:5).  
~ Irenaeus, 

born  
 130 A.D. 
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P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord. 

 
 

GLORIA 
P: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Now, this is 
what faith 
does for us, as 
the elders, the 
disciples of 
the apostles, 
have handed 
down to us. 
First of all, it 
admonishes 
us to remem-
ber that we 
have received 
baptism for 
the remission 
of sins in the 
name of God 
the Father, 
and in the 
name of Jesus 
Christ, the 
Son of God, 
who became 
incarnate and 
died and 
raised, and in 
the Holy 
Spirit of God; 
and that this 
baptism is the 
seal of eternal 
life and is 
rebirth unto 
God, that we 
be no more 
children of 
mortal men . . 
.  
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Let us pray . . . Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the 
Jordan River You proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and 
anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized 
in His name faithful in their calling as Your children and in-
heritors with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen 

 
Please be seated. 
 

 

 
 
. . . but of the 
eternal ever-
lasting God; 
and that the 
eternal and 
everlasting 
One is God, 
and is above 
all creatures, 
and that all 
things what-
soever are 
subject to 
Him; and that 
what is sub-
ject to Him 
was all made 
by Him; so 
that God is 
not ruler and 
Lord of what 
is another’s, 
but of His 
own, and all 
things are 
God’s; that 
God, there-
fore, is the 
Almighty, 
and all things 
whatsoever 
are from 
God.”  
~ Irenaeus, 

born  
 130 A.D.  
 The Proof of 

Apostolic 
Preaching 
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OLD TESTAMENT  Isaiah 43:1-7 
1But now thus says the Lord, 
 he who created you, O Jacob, 
 he who formed you, O Israel: 
 “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 
 I have called you by name, you are mine. 
2When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
 and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
 when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
 and the flame shall not consume you. 
3For I am the Lord your God, 
 the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 
 I give Egypt as your ransom, 
 Cush and Seba in exchange for you. 
4Because you are precious in my eyes, 
 and honored, and I love you, 
 I give men in return for you, 
 peoples in exchange for your life. 
5Fear not, for I am with you; 
 I will bring your offspring from the east, 
 and from the west I will gather you. 
6I will say to the north, Give up, 
 and to the south, Do not withhold; 
 bring my sons from afar 
 and my daughters from the end of the earth, 
7everyone who is called by my name, 
 whom I created for my glory, 
 whom I formed and made.”  

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God 
 

PSALM 29 
L: Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly | beings,* 

 ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength. 
 

C: Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All waters, 
therefore, in 
virtue of the 
pristine privi-
lege of their 
origin, do, 
after invoca-
tion of God, 
attain the 
sacramental 
power of 
sanctification; 
for the Spirit 
immediately 
supervenes 
from the 
heavens, and 
rests over the 
waters, sanc-
tifying them 
from Himself; 
and being 
thus sancti-
fied, they im-
bibe at the 
same time the 
power of 
sanctifying.  
~ Tertullian, 

d. 220 A.D. 
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 worship the LORD in the splendor of | holiness. 
 

L: The voice of the LORD is over the | waters;* 
 the God of glory thunders, 
 the LORD, over many | waters. 

 

C: The voice of the LORD is | powerful;* 
 the voice of the LORD is full of | majesty. 

 

L: The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedars;* 
 the LORD breaks the cedars of | Lebanon. 

 

C: He makes Lebanon to skip | like a calf,* 
 and Sirion like a young | wild ox. 

 

L: The voice | of the LORD* 
 flashes forth | flames of fire. 

 

C: The voice of the LORD shakes the | wilderness;* 
 the LORD shakes the wilderness | of Kadesh. 

 

L: The voice of the LORD makes the deer give birth 
 and strips the | forests bare,* 
 and in his temple all cry, | “Glory!” 

 

C: The LORD sits enthroned o- | ver the flood;* 
 the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | ever. 

 

L: May the LORD give strength to his | people!* 
 May the LORD bless his people | with peace! 

 

All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,* 
  and to the Holy | Spirit; 
  as it was in the be- |ginning,* 
  is now, and will be forever.  | Amen 
 

 

 
Looking at the 
events in light 
of the Cross 
and Resurrec-
tion, the 
Christian peo-
ple realized 
what hap-
pened: Jesus 
loaded the bur-
den of all man-
kind’s guilt 
upon his 
shoulders; he 
bore it down 
into the depths 
of the Jordan.  
He inaugu-
rated his pub-
lic activity by 
stepping into 
the place of 
sinners.  His 
inaugural ges-
ture is an an-
ticipation of 
the Cross.   
The whole sig-
nificance of 
Jesus’ Bap-
tism, the fact 
that he bears 
“all righteous-
ness,” first 
comes to light 
on the Cross . . 
.  
 
[continued 
next page] 
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EPISTLE  Romans 6:1-11 
1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may 
abound? 2By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 
3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were buried therefore with 
him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 
newness of life. 5For if we have been united with him in a death 
like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like 
his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that 
the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no 
longer be enslaved to sin. 7For one who has died has been set free 
from sin. 8Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will 
also live with him. 9We know that Christ being raised from the 
dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 
10For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he 
lives he lives to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves dead 
to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Please stand. 

 

VERSE 

 

 

 

 

 

 
[from previ-
ous page] 
 
. . . The Bap-
tism is an 
acceptance of 
death for the 
sins of hu-
manity, and 
the voice that 
calls out 
“This is my 
beloved Son” 
over the bap-
tismal waters 
is an antici-
patory refer-
ence to the 
Resurrection.  
This also ex-
plains why, 
in his own 
discourses, 
Jesus uses the 
word baptism 
to refer to his 
death (cf. Mk. 
10:38; Lk. 
12:50).  Only 
from this 
starting point 
can we un-
derstand 
Christian 
Baptism.  
Jesus’ bap-
tism antici-
pated his 
death on the 
Cross . . .  
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GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 3rd chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
15As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in 
their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Christ, 16John 
answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but he who is 
mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not wor-
thy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 
17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and 
to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.” 18So with many other exhortations he preached 
good news to the people. 19But Herod the tetrarch, who had been 
reproved by him for Herodias, his brother’s wife, and for all the 
evil things that Herod had done, 20added this to them all, that he 
locked up John in prison. 21Now when all the people were bap-
tized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the 
heavens were opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended on him in 
bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, “You are 
my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 
The following verses are chanted as the ministers gather at the font:  
 
Choir: I will pour clean water upon you | says the Lord.* 

 From all your impurities and all your idols I will | cleanse 
you. 

 
C: Sprinkle me with hyssop O Lord and I | shall be 

cleansed;* 
 wash me and I shall be whit- | er than snow. 

 

Choir: When the goodness and loving-kindness of | God ap-
peared,*  

 
 
. . . and the 
heavenly 
voice pro-
claimed an 
anticipation 
of the Resur-
rection.  
These antici-
pations have 
now become 
reality.  
John’s bap-
tism with 
water has 
received its 
full meaning 
through the 
Baptism of 
Jesus’ own 
life and death.  
To accept the 
invitation to 
be baptized 
now means to 
go to the 
place of Jesus’ 
Baptism.  It is 
to go where 
he identifies 
himself with 
us and to re-
ceive there 
our identifi-
cation with 
him . . .  
 
[continued 
next page] 
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 he saved us by the washing of regeneration and renewal of 

the Holy | Spirit. 
 

C: I saw water flowing  from the | temple,* 

 and all to whom this water came | they were saved. 

 

Choir: I will pour clean water upon you | says the Lord.* 

 From all your impurities and all your idols  I will | cleanse 
 you. 

 
All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

 as it was in the be- |ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever.  | Amen 
 

P: Do you renounce the devil? 
C: Yes, I renounce him. 
P: Do you renounce all his works? 
C: Yes, I renounce them.  
P: Do you renounce all his ways? 
C:  Yes, I renounce them.  
 

P: Do you believe in God the Father? 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.   
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
 and born of the virgin Mary.   
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried.   
 He descended into hell.   
 On the third day he rose again.   
 He ascended into heaven,   
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 
 
 
 
[from previ-
ous page] 
 
. . . The point 
where he an-
ticipates 
death has 
now become 
the point 
where we an-
ticipate rising 
again with 
him.  Paul 
develops this 
inner connec-
tion in his 
theology of 
Baptism (cf. 
Rom. 6), 
though with-
out explicitly 
mentioning 
Jesus’ Bap-
tism in the 
Jordan. 
~ the German 

Joseph Car-
dinal 
Ratzinger 

 influenced 
by Lutheran 
theology on 
Baptism, 
Jesus of 
Nazareth 
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P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic Church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the  resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting.  Amen 
 
P: Trusting in our Lord Jesus Christ, the everlasting God and Son 

of Mary, let us pray. 
 

L: . . . O King of Kings, 

C: receive our prayer. 

 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C: Amen 
 
P: You have made public profession of your faith.  Do you intend 

to continue in the covenant God made with you in Holy Bap-
tism: to live among God’s faithful people, to hear his Word and 
share in his supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ 
through word and deed, to serve all people, following the ex-
ample of our Lord Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in 
all the earth? 

C: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 
P: God the Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit bless and guide you, 

now and forever. 
C: Amen 
 

Please be seated.   

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
 “To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord”   … LSB #405 

Baptism leads 
to faith and 
not vice 
versa, as most 
modern theo-
logians as-
sert. If it were 
otherwise, 
faith would 
end up believ-
ing in itself, 
its own power 
to believe, 
and so a kind 
of fideism. 
Baptism is 
the perfect 
cure for the 
modern, nar-
cissistic 
self… 
~ Gerhard O. 

Forde, 
 The 

Preached 

God: Proc-

lamation in 

Word and 

Sacrament 

 
During the 
hymn, the 
congregation 
is sprinkled 
with water 
from the font 
in remem-
brance of its 
Holy Baptism 
into Christ.   
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SERMON 

“Three Names” 
 

OFFERTORY   

 “I Bind Unto Myself Today” (sung by choir)   … LSB #604 

 

Please stand. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Blessed are you, heavenly Father, for the priceless gift of your 

Son, sent into our flesh to redeem the creation.  Grant that we 

may now so eat of his flesh and drink of his blood that we may 

ever dwell in him, and he in us. 

C: Amen 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising you 

and saying:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Church 
received from 
the Apostles 
the tradition 
of giving 
Baptism even 
to infants. 
For the Apos-
tles, to whom 
were commit-
ted the secrets 
of divine 
mysteries, 
knew that 
there is in 
everyone the 
innate stains 
of sins, which 
must be 
washed away 
through wa-
ter and the 
Spirit." 
~ Origen, 

born  
 184 A.D. 
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SANCTUS  (“Holy”) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 
 

 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and  

 when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink  

 of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 

often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We approach 
the Godhead 
only through 
the  
flesh of the 
God-made-
man. 
~ Hugh Gil-

bert, 
“Unfolding 
the Mys-
tery”  
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LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-

passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION  
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim 

the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C: Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When a per-
son, with 
nothing  
to hinder 
him, lets a 
long period  
of time elapse 
without ever  
desiring the 
sacrament, I 
call that de-
spising it,” 
says Luther  
in the Large 
Catechism. 
~ Bishop  
 Bo Giertz, 

“Christ’s 
Church” 
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Please be seated.   

 

DISTRIBUTION 
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  The pastor will 

hand you the holy Body.  Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.  

Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they 

come forward to ask for a blessing. 
 

Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 

He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-

mendous benefits.  His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 

faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 

and salvation. 
 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 

they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 

and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 

and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 

 

COMMUNION HYMNs 
“The Baptism of Our Lord” (sung by the vocalists)  

       … Charles Callahan 
 

“Your Table I Approach” (sung by all)    … LSB #628 

 

Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: Let us pray.  O God of wonder, we have tasted your goodness, 

and beheld your presence in the Word made flesh.  Shine forth 

his light in all we say and do, and fill the earth with your glory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

 

 
 
 
 
We call this 
food Eucha-
rist, and no 
one else is 
permitted to 
partake of it, 
except one 
who believes 
our teaching 
to be true and 
who has been 
washed in the 
washing 
which is for 
the remission 
of sins and 
for regenera-
tion, that is, 
baptism, and 
is thereby 
living as 
Christ en-
joined.  For 
not as com-
mon bread 
nor common 
drink do we 
receive these . 
. .  
 
[continued 
next page] 
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BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to 

you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 
 

Please turn toward the cross as it is carried out of the sanctuary. 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN  “We Three Kings”   

 

 

 

 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

 
 
 
[from previ-
ous page] 
 
. . . but since 
Jesus Christ 
our Savior 
was made 
incarnate by 
the word of 
God and had 
both flesh and 
blood for our 
salvation, so 
too, as we 
have been 
taught, the 
food which 
has been 
made into the 
Eucharist by 
the Eucharis-
tic prayer set 
down by 
Him, and by 
the change of 
which our 
blood and 
flesh is nur-
tured, is both 
the flesh and 
the blood of 
that incar-
nated Jesus.” 
~ Justin  
 Martyr, 

151 A.D. 
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POSTLUDE   “The Magi”          … Kenneth T. Kosche 

 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 

 

 

 

Serving at Worship 
Presiding: The Rev. Christopher S. Johnson 

Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 

           (Pr. Johnson to Bethany at 10:30 am) 
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 

Clarinet: Dan Maguire 

Choir: The Zion Kantorei 

Lector: Jessica Ray 

Radio Announcer: Ryan Fernstaedt 

Acolytes: Carter Kulesa; Wyatt Kulesa; Emma Pagel 

Elder: Donna Nuernberg 

Altar Guild: Cheryl Plautz; Anna Mae Zeinemann 
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A Prayer 
As You Go 
Enable me 
to show 
how sweet it 
is 
To love thee, 
To bear with 
thee, 
To weep 
with thee, 
Forever to 
rejoice with 
thee. 
~ unknown, 

found in 
Minister’s 
Prayer 
Book, edited 
by Pr. John 
W. Dober-
stein, 
Muhlen-
berg Press 
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 

Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson 
Int. Assoc. Pastor Theodore B. Gulhaugen 

Kantor Irene Beethe 
Office Manager Jessica G. Ray 
Custodian Cody Augustine 

Deployed Chaplain Joseph C. Pinzl 
 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com 
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


