A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church
Enlighten,
sanctify, and
instruct my
soul, that I
may gather
treasures
from Your
Word that
will comfort
me in danger
and death, in
crosses and
trials, and
which neither moth
nor rust can
corrupt and
no thief can
break in and
steal….O
Holy Spirit,
enter in, and
in our hearts
Your work
begin. Amen.
~ Johann F.
Starck

The Third Sunday after Epiphany
January 23, 2022 + 9:00 A.M.

Welcome to the Lord’s Day.
We all have come across people who enjoy hogging the spotlight, relishing in the moment by being the center of attention.
Some of us may flee in fear of being caught in such a moment,
all too eager to let someone else occupy center stage. In our
Gospel reading for today, we see Jesus step in front of the
gathered assembly in Nazareth where “the eyes of all in the
synagogue were fixed on him.” How will they respond to
what He says? How will we respond to what He says?

Sharing God’s Blessings Today




Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Paul, Kathy and Andrew Fandrey in
loving memory of Russell & Regina Mulvey and Grover Fandrey.
The flowers at the altar are sponsored by Paul, Kathy and Andrew Fandrey in
honor of our mother and grandmother, Adeline Fandrey.
The sponsor charts for 2022 Radio Broadcasts, Flowers and Bulletins are available
for you to sign up. The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry.

Altar Area
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To Share Your Offering
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden offering boxes built into the walls of the
church. Please see the map, where the boxes
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher
for assistance.
This returns us to an older and beautiful tradition of the Lutheran church in which offerings are not collected during worship so as to
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offerings to us.
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PRELUDE

Variations on “O Christ, Our True and Only Light”
… Benjamin M. Culli and Steven Wente

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand.

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen
P:

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Please kneel. Silence for reflection.
P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve
your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen
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If you confess
with your
mouth that
Jesus is Lord
and believe in
your heart
that God
raised him
from the dead,
you will be
saved. For
with the heart
one believes
and is justified, and with
the mouth
one confesses
and is saved.
For the Scripture says,
“Everyone
who believes
in him will
not be put to
shame.”
~ Saint Paul,
Romans
10:9-11

I pray to God
the Father,
God the Son,
and to God
the Holy
Spirit, whose
infinite greatness enfolds
the whole
world, in Persons Three
and One, in
essence simple and triune, suspending the earth
above the waters, hanging
the upper air
with stars...

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for you
and, for his sake, forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the
 Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Please stand.

ENTRANCE HYMN “O God of Light”

… LSB #836

GREETING
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
P:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

P:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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P:

P:

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.

GLORIA
P:

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.

...that he may
be favorable
to me, a sinner, who
righteously
justifies all
who err, who
ever-living
lives. May
God be
blessed for
ages. Amen.
Let it be so.
Let it be so.
Eloe, Sabaoth,
Ya, Adonai,
Elie Eli lama
sabachthani.
~ Welsh
Prayer,
700’s A.D.
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It was the
duty of the
Old Testament prophets and Moses
as the greatest declare:
“Thus saith
the Lord.” It
was the prerogative of
Christ to proclaim:
“Verily, verily, I say unto
you.” It was
for them to
declare the
authority of
God’s Word.
But none but
Christ could
say: “Heaven
and earth
shall pass
away; but my
words shall
not pass
away.”
~Henry
Eyster
Jacobs, A
Summary
of the
Christian
Faith,
1905 A.D.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Let us pray . . . Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look
upon our infirmities and stretch forth the hand of Your majesty
to heal and defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OLD TESTAMENT Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
1All

the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water Gate. And they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law
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of Moses that the LORD had commanded Israel. 2So Ezra the priest
brought the Law before the assembly, both men and women and all
who could understand what they heard, on the first day of the seventh month. 3And he read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the
men and the women and those who could understand. And the
ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of the Law. . . 5And
Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was
above all the people, and as he opened it all the people stood. 6And
Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered,
“Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. And they bowed their heads
and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. . . .8They
read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave
the sense, so that the people understood the reading. 9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and
the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day
is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the
people wept as they heard the words of the Law. 10Then he said to
them, “Go your way. Eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send
portions to anyone who has nothing ready, for this day is holy to
our Lord. And do not be grieved, for the joy of the L ORD is your
strength.”
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 19:7-14
L: The law of the LORD is perfect,
reviv- | ing the soul;*
the testimony of the LORD is sure,
making wise the | simple;
the precepts of the LORD are right,
rejoicing | the heart;*
the commandment of the LORD is pure,
enlightening | the eyes;
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C: the fear of the LORD is clean,
enduring for- | ever;*
the just decrees of the LORD are true,
and righteous alto- | gether.
More to be desired are they than gold,
even | much fine gold;*
sweeter also than honey
and drippings of the | honeycomb.
Someone said
to Jesus, “I
will follow
you anywhere
you go.”
He answered,
“The foxes
have holes to
live in. The
birds have
nests. But the
Son of Man
has no place
where he can
rest his
head.”
~ Luke
9:57-58

L: Moreover, by them is your | servant warned;*
in keeping them there is | great reward.
Who can dis- | cern his errors?*
Declare me innocent from | hidden faults.
C: Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins;
let them not have dominion | over me!*
Then I shall be blameless,
and innocent of great trans- | gression.
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable | in your sight,*
O LORD, my rock and my re- | deemer.
All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- |ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
12For

just as the body is one and has many members, and all the
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with
Christ. 13For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews
or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit.
14For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the
foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the
body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16And if
the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the
body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17If the
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whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If
the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell?
18But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of
them, as he chose. 19If all were a single member, where would the
body be? 20As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. 21The eye
cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head
to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22On the contrary, the parts of
the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and on those
parts of the body that we think less honorable we bestow the
greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated with greater
modesty, 24which our more presentable parts do not require. But
God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part
that lacked it, 25that there may be no division in the body, but that
the members may have the same care for one another. 26If one
member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all
rejoice together. 27Now you are the body of Christ and individually
members of it. 28And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of
healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds of tongues.
29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work
miracles? 30Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak with
tongues? Do all interpret? 31But earnestly desire the higher gifts.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

VERSE

He had no
form or majesty that we
should look at
him, and no
beauty that
we should
desire him.
He was despised and
rejected by
men, a man of
sorrows and
acquainted
with grief;
and as one
from whom
men hide
their faces he
was despised,
and we esteemed him
not.
~ Isaiah
53:2-3
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GOSPEL
P:
When He
next mentioned the
brokenhearted, they
were not at
all conscious
of any need of
a broken
heart. They
felt heartwhole, selfsatisfied, perfectly content. What is
the use of a
preacher?
Who is to
preach to the
brokenhearted when
all his hearers
feel that they
have no cause
to rend their
hearts with
repentance? ...

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 4th chapter.

16[Jesus]

came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as
was his custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and
he stood up to read. 17And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was
given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it
was written,
18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives
and recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty those who are oppressed,
19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
20And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and
sat down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him.
21And he began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22And all spoke well of him and marveled at
the gracious words that were coming from his mouth. And they
said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” 23And he said to them, “Doubtless
you will quote to me this proverb, ‘Physician, heal yourself.’ What
we have heard you did at Capernaum, do here in your hometown
as well.” 24And he said, “Truly, I say to you, no prophet is acceptable in his hometown. 25But in truth, I tell you, there were many
widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were shut
up three years and six months, and a great famine came over all the
land, 26and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to Zarephath,
in the land of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. 27And there
were many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and
none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.” 28When
they heard these things, all in the synagogue were filled with
wrath. 29And they rose up and drove him out of the town and
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brought him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built,
so that they could throw him down the cliff. 30But passing through
their midst, he went away.
P:

The Gospel of the Lord.

APOSTLES CREED
P:
C:

Let us confess the faith with one heart:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand
of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to
judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting. Amen

Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY
“O Christ, Our True and Only Light”
The Choir will sing Stanza 3

… LSB #839

SERMON
“The Center of Attention”
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...Then when
He spoke of
captives, they
claimed to
have been
born free and
not to have
been in bondage to any
man. They
reject with
scorn the very
idea that the
needed any
liberator, for
they were as
free as free
could be.
~ Charles H.
Spurgeon,
“Nazareth
or Jesus
Rejected by
His
Friends,”
1867 A.D.

Please kneel.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Supernatural
revelation is a
need of man’s
moral nature
on account of
the corruption of our
will, through
sin. We need
revelation to
give man a
firm and well
-grounded
faith. It reveals truths
which man
could not otherwise know,
such as the
doctrine of
the atonement, forgiveness of sin,
etc. We need
it to
strengthen
and raise feeble, sinful
man...

P:

Trusting in our Lord Jesus Christ, the everlasting God and Son
of Mary, let us pray.

P: . . . O King of Kings,
C: receive our prayer.
P:

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERTORY
“Brightest and Best” (sung by the choir)

...Jeffrey Blersch

Please stand.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P:

Blessed are you, heavenly Father, for the priceless gift of your
Son, sent into our flesh to redeem the creation. Grant that we
may now so eat of his flesh and drink of his blood that we may
ever dwell in him, and he in us.
C: Amen

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.
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P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising you
and saying:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)

...We also
need revelation to prescribe a rule
to regulate
man’s conduct and govern his passions, The life
of man has
not its perfect
satisfaction in
the finite, and
thus needs to
find satisfaction in one
who is infinite.
~ Reverend
Franklin
Weidner,
Theologia:
The Doctrine of
God,
1902 A.D.
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”

It is only
rashness and
impiety that
disdains either the
shortness or
the simplicity
of the Lord’s
Prayer as
though you
yourself could
find or compose a better
patter of
prayer. Yet
the recitation
of the Lord’s
Prayer must
not be vain
mumbling, as
though the
words uttered
without understanding
had some
magical
force...

In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.”

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: The Word was made flesh.
C: And we have seen His glory, full of grace and truth.

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)
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Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. The pastor will
hand you the holy Body. Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.
Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they
come forward to ask for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

COMMUNION HYMNS
“Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” (sung by the choir)
… LSB #849
“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” (sung by all)
… LSB #411
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...We must
consider what
the words
signify. We
must remind
ourselves of
how far they
reach and
how many
things they
contain so
that we may
pray with the
spirit and
with the
mind.
~ Martin
Chemnitz,
The Lord’s
Prayer,
1598 A.D.

Please stand after all have received the sacrament.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
The deepest
difference
between Catholicism and
Luther can be
expressed by
the following
formulae; in
Catholicism:
fellowship
with God on
God’s own
level, on the
basis of holiness; in Luther: fellowship with God
on our level,
on the basis of
sin.
~ Anders
Nygren,
Agape and
Eros,
1953 A.D.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P:

Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You
have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to
you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“Toccata Giocosa”

… Gilbert M. Martin

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory

Serving at Worship
Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
Preaching: The Rev. Christopher S. Johnson
(Pr. Gulhaugen to Bethany at 10:30 am)
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Horn: Meagan Cihlar
Vocalists: The Zion Kantorei
Lector: Jan Gaugush
Radio Announcer: Dick Ames
Acolyte: Ethan Hochberger
Elder: Ken Rodemeier
Altar Guild: Cheryl Plautz, Anna Mae Zeinemann
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A Prayer
Before You
Go
Help me
always,
gracious
Lord, to
welcome
the power
and presence of Jesus Christ
in my
mind,
heart, and
life. He
truly is
Friend of
sinners, my
Savior and
my God.
Empower
me then to
unashamedly confess His
holy name
before
friend and
family, indeed, before the
whole
world.
Amen.
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Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever. (Psalm 125:1)
To contact us by email:
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com

Church Telephone: 715-848-7286
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde
Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson
Int. Assoc. Pastor Theodore B. Gulhaugen
Kantor Irene Beethe
Office Manager Jessica G. Ray
Custodian Cody Augustine
Deployed Chaplain Joseph C. Pinzl

To visit our webpage:
www.zionlutheranwausau.com
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com)
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core
www.lutherancore.org
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