A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church
God of
mercy, You
wash away
our sins in
the waters of
our Baptism,
You give us
new birth in
the Spirit,
and You redeem us in
the blood of
Christ. As
we celebrate
Christ’s resurrection,
increase our
awareness of
these blessings, and renew Your
gift of life;
through our
Lord Jesus
Christ, Your
Son. Amen

The Seventh Sunday after Epiphany
February 20, 2022 + 9:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. Every worship service of the
Church celebrates the resurrection of Jesus. The word we hear
read and proclaimed is not the word of dead man, but of the
Living Man, who speaks these very words to us today and
gives what He says. That word challenges us to live as He also
lives, forgiving and merciful, yet it only does so because He
has promised that His life is your life. In Him, you are truly
alive!

Sharing God’s Blessings Today




The flowers at the altar are sponsored by Mike, Marcia & Luke Strandberg;
Mark & Molly Lewitzke; and Patrick & Kaylee Kavanagh in loving memory of
Delores Lewitzke’s birthday on February 21st.
The sponsor charts for 2022 Radio Broadcasts, Flowers and Bulletins are available
for you to sign up. The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry.

Altar Area
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To Share Your Offering
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden offering boxes built into the walls of the
church. Please see the map, where the boxes
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher
for assistance.
This returns us to an older and beautiful tradition of the Lutheran church in which offerings are not collected during worship so as to
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offerings to us.
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PRELUDE
“From God the Father, Virgin Born”
… Philip Gehring and Benjamin M. Culli

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand.

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen
P:

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Please kneel. Silence for reflection.
P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve
your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen
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It was a
strange and
dreadful strife
When life and
death contended;
The victory
remained
with life,
The reign of
death is
ended.
Holy Scripture plainly
says

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for you
and, for his sake, forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the
 Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Please stand.

ENTRANCE HYMN
“From God the Father, Virgin Born”

… LSB #401

GREETING
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
P:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

P:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

That death is
swallowed up
by death,
Its sting is
lost forever.
Hallelujah . .
.
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P:

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

. . . Then let
us feast this
Easter Day
On Christ,
the bread of
heaven;

P:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.

The Word of
grace has
purged away
The old and
evil leaven.

GLORIA
P:

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.

Christ alone
our souls will
feed;
He is our
meat and
drink indeed;
Faith lives
upon no
other! Hallelujah! Amen
~ Martin
Luther,
1483-1546
A.D.
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We know that
there is no
salvation for
the social order ... Christ
did not die for
Germany,
France, England, and Italy ... Nor for
Bethlehem
Steel, Ford
Motor Company, or the
United States
Government ... He
did, however,
die – and this
must be said
over and over
again – for
the men who
stand behind
these convenient abstractions . . .

SALUTATION AND COLLECT
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Let us pray . . . O God, the strength of all who put their trust in
You, mercifully grant that by Your power we may be defended
against all adversity; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OLD TESTAMENT Genesis 45:3-15
3Joseph

said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?”
But his brothers could not answer him, for they were dismayed at
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his presence. 4So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me,
please.” And they came near. And he said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5And now do not be distressed or
angry with yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent me
before you to preserve life. 6For the famine has been in the land
these two years, and there are yet five years in which there will be
neither plowing nor harvest. 7And God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many
survivors. 8So it was not you who sent me here, but God. He has
made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler
over all the land of Egypt. 9Hurry and go up to my father and say
to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all
Egypt. Come down to me; do not tarry. 10You shall dwell in the
land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children
and your children’s children, and your flocks, your herds, and all
that you have. 11There I will provide for you, for there are yet five
years of famine to come, so that you and your household, and all
that you have, do not come to poverty.’ 12And now your eyes see,
and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see, that it is my mouth that
speaks to you. 13You must tell my father of all my honor in Egypt,
and of all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down
here.” 14Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept,
and Benjamin wept upon his neck. 15And he kissed all his brothers
and wept upon them. After that his brothers talked with him.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 103:1-13
L: Bless the LORD, | O my soul,*
and all that is within me,
bless his | holy name!
C: Bless the LORD, | O my soul,*
and forget not all his | benefits,
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. . . Each and
every one of
them is a child
of God – real
or potential ...
To them the
church has
much to say ...
The grace of
God is still
strange, universal, and
mightier than
armies ... The
church must
continue to
place the will
of God beside
the will of men
until the
hearts of men
are tortured by
the difference ...
~ O. P.
Kretzmann,
Hosanna in
the Whirlwind (1940s
A.D.)

L: who forgives all your in- | iquity,*
who heals all your dis- | eases,
C: who redeems your life | from the pit,*
who crowns you with steadfast love and | mercy,
L: who satisfies | you with good*
so that your youth is renewed like the | eagle’s.
C: The LORD works | righteousness*
and justice for all who | are oppressed.
L: He made known his ways to | Moses,*
his acts to the people of | Israel.
C: The LORD is merciful and | gracious,*
slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love.
L: He will not | always chide,*
nor will he keep his anger for- | ever.
C: He does not deal with us according | to our sins,*
nor repay us according to our in- | iquities.
L: For as high as the heavens are a- | bove the earth,*
so great is his steadfast love toward those who | fear him;
C: as far as the east is | from the west,*
so far does he remove our transgres- | sions from us.
L: As a father shows compassion to his | children,*
so the LORD shows compassion to those who | fear him.
All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- |ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen
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EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 15:21-26, 30-42
21For

as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 22For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all
be made alive. 23But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits,
then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 24Then comes the
end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power. 25For he must reign
until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy to
be destroyed is death. . . .30Why am I in danger every hour? 31I protest, brothers, by my pride in you, which I have in Christ Jesus our
Lord, I die every day! 32What do I gain if, humanly speaking, I
fought with beasts at Ephesus? If the dead are not raised, “Let us
eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.” 33Do not be deceived: “Bad
company ruins good morals.” 34Wake up from your drunken stupor, as is right, and do not go on sinning. For some have no knowledge of God. I say this to your shame. 35But someone will ask,
“How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they
come?” 36You foolish person! What you sow does not come to life
unless it dies. 37And what you sow is not the body that is to be, but
a bare kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. 38But God
gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own
body. 39For not all flesh is the same, but there is one kind for humans, another for animals, another for birds, and another for
fish. 40There are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory
of the heavenly is of one kind, and the glory of the earthly is of another. 41There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the
moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs from star in
glory. 42So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is
perishable; what is raised is imperishable.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.
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For Christ’s
resurrection
is life for the
dead, pardon
for sinners,
glory for the
saints. And
so the holy
prophet invites every
creature to
the celebration of
Christ’s resurrection: we
should rejoice, he says,
and be glad
on this day
which the
Lord has
made ...
Christ is the
Son-day, to
Whom the
Father-day
has whispered
the scret of
His divinity.
He is the day
Who says
through the
mouth of
Solomon: “I
have made an
undying light
rise in the
heavens.”
~ Maximus
of Turin,
400s A.D.
Sermon 53

VERSE

When He told
us to follow
Him, it was
not that He
needed our
service but
that He
wanted to
bestow salvation upon us.
and to follow
the light is to
perceive the
light.
~ Irenaeus,
130-202
A.D.,
Against the
Heresies

GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 6th chapter.

27[Jesus

said:] “But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do
good to those who hate you, 28bless those who curse you, pray for
those who abuse you. 29To one who strikes you on the cheek, offer
the other also, and from one who takes away your cloak do not
withhold your tunic either. 30Give to everyone who begs from you,
and from one who takes away your goods do not demand them
back. 31And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to
them. 32“If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to
you? For even sinners love those who love them. 33And if you do
good to those who do good to you, what benefit is that to you? For
even sinners do the same. 34And if you lend to those from whom
you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend
to sinners, to get back the same amount. 35But love your enemies,
and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is
kind to the ungrateful and the evil. 36Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful. 37“Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn
not, and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed
down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For
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with the measure you use it will be measured back to you.”
P:

The Gospel of the Lord.

APOSTLES CREED
P:
C:

Let us confess the faith with one heart:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand
of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to
judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting. Amen

Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY
“My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker”

… LSB #820

SERMON
“Forget the Buffet; Take the Bread”
Please kneel.
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Who wouldn’t learn to
forgive their
enemies when
they see that,
even on the
cross, Christ
prayed for
those who
persecuted
Him? Don’t
you see that
the weaknesses of
Christ are
your
strength?
His tears
wash us and
His weeping
cleanses us.
~ Ambrose,
d. 397
A.D.,
Exposition
on the
Christian
Faith

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Trusting in our Lord Jesus Christ, the everlasting God and Son
of Mary, let us pray.

P: . . . O King of Kings,
C: receive our prayer.
P:

Behold, today
is the day of
the resurrection: let us
glory in the
feast, let us
embrace one
another in joy
and say: “O
friends and
enemies too:
we forgive
everything on
resurrection
day. Let us
all sing together:
Christ is
risen from the
dead!”
~ Byzantine
liturgy

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERTORY (played by the Handchime Choir)
“The God of Abraham Praise”

… Susan E. Geschke

Please stand.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P: Blessed are you, heavenly Father, for the priceless gift of your
Son, sent into our flesh to redeem the creation. Grant that we
may now so eat of his flesh and drink of his blood that we may
ever dwell in him, and he in us.
C: Amen

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.
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P:

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising you
and saying:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)
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Radiantly let
us celebrate
this feast, giving one another the kiss
of peace. Let
us greet as
brothers and
sisters even
those who
hate us, and
not merely
those souls
which in their
charity have
rendered us
some service,
or suffered for
us. Let us
pardon one
another in
honor of the
resurrection,
forgetting our
mutual
wrongs.
~ Gregory of
Nazianzus,
300 A.D.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

The means of
grace through
which the
Holy Spirit
works on us
to create faith
and spiritual
growth are
evangelical.
That is, they
bear the Gospel of forgiveness through
Christ. They
do not work
as talismans
to make the
rains fall or
our business
successful
(though we
can pray for
such things).
Their purpose
is to communicate grace,
the unmerited
favor of God
that grants
eternal life . .
.

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.”

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: The Word was made flesh.
C: And we have seen His glory, full of grace and truth.

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)
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Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. The pastor will
hand you the holy Body. Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.
Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they
come forward to ask for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which He
joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life and
salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.
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. . . In the
sacrament of
Holy Communion, all of
Lutheran
spirituality is
crystalized:
God acts, objectively,
through matter, embodying the Gospel and promising the forgiveness of
sin. And,
more than
that – or
rather, making all of
these efficacious – is the
real presence
of Jesus
Christ. This
is another
astonishing
claim, one
which many
Christians
draw back
from, but one
that is at the
pulsing heart
of Lutheran
evangelicalism.
~ Gene Edward Veith,
Jr., Spirituality of the
Cross

COMMUNION HYMNS
“Dona Nobis Pacem”
… John A. Behnke
“Jesus in the Morning”
… Bill Ingram
(played by the Handchime Choir)
“Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us” (sung by all) … LSB #851
Please stand after all have received the sacrament.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P:

Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You
have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore
16

You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to
you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“Toccata & Variation on ‘Hyfrydol’”

… Gordon Young

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory
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A Prayer As
You Go
Father, by
the love of
Your Spirit,
may we
who have
experienced
the grace of
the Lord’s
resurrection
rise to the
newness of
life in joy.
Grant this
through our
Lord Jesus
Christ, Your
Son, Who
lives and
reigns with
You and the
Holy Spirit,
one God forever and
ever. Amen

Serving at Worship
Presiding: The Rev. Christopher S. Johnson
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
(Pr. Johnson to Bethany at 10:30 am)
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Musicians: Zion Handchime Choir
Lector: Grace Mueller
Radio Announcer: Scott Schubring
Acolyte: Ethan Hochberger
Elder: Lynn Budnik
Altar Guild: Connie Lemmer; Donna Nuernberg

Acknowledgements
The liturgy is reprinted from the Lutheran Service Book via Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House, unless otherwise indicated. Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

18

19

Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever. (Psalm 125:1)
Church Telephone: 715-848-7286

To contact us by email:
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com

Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde
Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson
Int. Assoc. Pastor Theodore B. Gulhaugen
Kantor Irene Beethe
Office Manager Jessica G. Ray
Custodian Cody Augustine
Deployed Chaplain Joseph C. Pinzl

To visit our webpage:
www.zionlutheranwausau.com
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com)
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core
www.lutherancore.org
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