A Prayer
Upon Entering Church
Heavenly Father, you sent
your Son to us
and laid on
Him the burden of the
cross that we
might see and
know the
glory of your
holy love.
Grant that our
faith in him
may not be
shaken by adversity or
daunted by
the threat of it,
but that we
may ever follow steadfastly the way
that leads to
prefect fellowship with him,
and so with
you; through
Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Amen.

The Third Sunday in Lent
March 20, 2022 + 9:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. A falling tower, or any other
tragedy, can prompt people to blame one person or another
for the tragedy. When people asked our Lord Jesus to give
His opinion on the subject, His answer was clear: “Unless you
repent, you shall all perish.” He sets us before God and the
real problem we face. Happily, He also delivers to us the solution: His own atoning death and free gift of mercy.

Sharing God’s Blessings Today



Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the Lenten season.
The sponsor charts for 2022 Radio Broadcasts, Flowers and Bulletins are available for you to sign up. The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry.

Altar Area
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To Share Your Offering
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden offering boxes built into the walls of the
church. Please see the map, where the boxes
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher
for assistance.
This returns us to an older and beautiful tradition of the Lutheran church in which offerings are not collected during worship so as to
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offerings to us.
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PRELUDE
Two Arrangements of “Rock of Ages”
… Robert A. Hobby and John A. Behnke

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary.

HYMN OF INVOCATION
“Rock of Ages”

… LSB #761

INVOCATION
P:
C:

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:
C:
P:
C:

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgression unto the Lord,
and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Please kneel. Silence for reflection.
P:
C:

O almighty God, merciful Father,
I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess unto you all my
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended you and
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Say to them,
As I live, says
the Lord God,
I have no
pleasure in
the death of
the wicked,
but that the
wicked turn
from his way
and live; turn
back, turn
back from
your evil
ways.
~ Ezekiel
33:11

Accordingly,
when you are
asked what
"You shall
sanctify the
holy day"
means, answer: "It
means to keep
it holy."
What is
meant by
"keeping it
holy"? Nothing else than
to devote it to
holy words,
holy works,
holy life. In
itself the day
needs no
sanctification,
for it was created holy. But
God wants it
to be holy to
you. So it
becomes holy
or unholy on
your account,
according as
you spend the
day in doing
holy or unholy things . .
.

justly deserved your temporal and eternal punishment. But
I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them,
and I pray you, of your boundless mercy, and for the sake of
the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a
poor sinful being.
P:

C:

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called
and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God
unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

Please stand.

INTROIT
L:

For the LORD knows the way of the | righteous,*
but the way of the wicked will | perish.

C:

For you are not a God who delights in | wickedness;*
evil may not | dwell with you.

L:

The boastful shall not stand be- | fore your eyes;*
you hate all evil- | doers.

C:

You destroy those | who speak lies;*
the LORD abhors the bloodthirsty and de- | ceitful man.

L:

But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love,
will en- | ter your house.*
I will bow down toward your holy temple in the | fear of
you.

C:

Lead me, O LORD, in your righteousness
because of my | enemies;*
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make your way straight be- | fore me.
All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
L:

For the LORD knows the way of the | righteous,*
but the way of the wicked will | perish.

KYRIE
L: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

L: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

L: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

L: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
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. . . How does
this sanctifying take
place? Not
when we sit
behind the
stove and refrain from
external
work, or deck
ourselves
with garlands
and dress up
in our best
clothes, but,
as has been
said, when we
occupy ourselves with
God's Word
and exercise
ourselves in
it. . . . God’s
Word is the
treasure that
sanctifies all
things.
~ Martin
Luther,
Large Catechism

L: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Let us pray . . . O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy,
be gracious to all who have gone astray from Your ways and
bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to
embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OLD TESTAMENT Ezekiel 33:7-20
7“So

you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give
them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you
shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn
from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his
blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to
turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, that person
shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.
10“And you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, Thus have you
said: ‘Surely our transgressions and our sins are upon us, and we
rot away because of them. How then can we live?’ 11Say to them,
As I live, declares the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of
the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn
back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house
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of Israel? 12“And you, son of man, say to your people, The righteousness of the righteous shall not deliver him when he transgresses, and as for the wickedness of the wicked, he shall not fall by
it when he turns from his wickedness, and the righteous shall not
be able to live by his righteousness when he sins. 13Though I say to
the righteous that he shall surely live, yet if he trusts in his righteousness and does injustice, none of his righteous deeds shall be
remembered, but in his injustice that he has done he shall
die. 14Again, though I say to the wicked, ‘You shall surely die,’ yet
if he turns from his sin and does what is just and right, 15if the
wicked restores the pledge, gives back what he has taken by robbery, and walks in the statutes of life, not doing injustice, he shall
surely live; he shall not die. 16None of the sins that he has committed shall be remembered against him. He has done what is just and
right; he shall surely live. 17“Yet your people say, ‘The way of the
Lord is not just,’ when it is their own way that is not just. 18When
the righteous turns from his righteousness and does injustice, he
shall die for it. 19And when the wicked turns from his wickedness
and does what is just and right, he shall live by them. 20Yet you say,
‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O house of Israel, I will judge each
of you according to his ways.”
L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 85
L:

LORD, you were favorable | to your land;*
you restored the fortunes of | Jacob.

C:

You forgave the iniquity of your | people;*
you covered | all their sin.

L:

You withdrew | all your wrath;*
you turned from your hot | anger.

C:

Restore us again, O God of our sal- | vation,*
and put away your indignation | toward us!
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The great
moral fallacy
of our time is
that collective
virtue may be
pursued without reference
to personal
behavior.
~ Malcolm
Muggeridge,
Chronicles of
Wasted
Time,
Chronicle I:
The Green
Stick,
1982 A.D.

For this is certain that the
person who
knows the Ten
Commandments perfectly
knows the entire Scripture.
In all cases and
circumstances,
he will be able
to counsel,
help, comfort,
judge, and
make decisions
in both spiritual and temporal matters. He
is qualified to
sit in judgment
upon all doctrines, classes
of men, individual persons,
laws, and whatever else is in
the world . . .
Once again,
therefore, I beg
all Christians,
especially the
pastors and
preachers, not
to try too soon
to be doctors of
theology and to
imagine that
they know it
all . . .

L:

Will you be angry with us for- | ever?*
Will you prolong your anger to all gener- | ations?

C:

Will you not revive | us again,*
that your people may re- | joice in you?

L:

Show us your steadfast love, | O LORD,*
and grant us your sal- | vation.

C:

Let me hear what God the | LORD will speak,*
for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints;
but let them not turn back to | folly.

L:

Surely his salvation is near to those who | fear him,*
that glory may dwell | in our land.

C:

Steadfast love and faith- | fulness meet;*
righteousness and peace kiss each | other.

L:

Faithfulness springs up | from the ground,*
and righteousness looks down | from the sky.

C:

Yes, the LORD will give | what is good,*
and our land will yield its | increase.

L:

Righteousness will go be- | fore him*
and make his foot- | steps a way.

All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- |ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 10:1-13
1I

want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under the
cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2and all were baptized into
Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3and all ate the same spiritual
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food, 4and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from
the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was
Christ. 5Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, for
they were overthrown in the wilderness. 6Now these things took
place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they
did. 7Do not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written,
“The people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play.” 8We
must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and
twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 9We must not put Christ
to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed by serpents, 10nor grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by
the Destroyer. 11Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were written down for our instruction, on whom the
end of the ages has come. 12Therefore let anyone who thinks that he
stands take heed lest he fall. 13No temptation has overtaken you
that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you
be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will
also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

VERSE
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. . . Inflated
ideas, like new
cloth, will
shrink in the
wash. Rather,
let all Christians exercise
themselves
daily in the
Catechism and
put it into
practice constantly. Let
them guard
themselves with
greatest care
and diligence
against the poisonous infection of false
security or selfdelusions. Let
them continue
steadily reading, teaching,
learning, thinking, and reflecting, never stopping until experience has
made them absolutely certain
that they have
taught the devil
to death . . .
~ Martin
Luther, Large
Catechism

GOSPEL
P:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 13th chapter.

1There

We are separated from
God by sin.
And in this
life, we aren’t
cleansed from
sin by our
own good
deeds or our
own power,
but by God’s
compassion
and forgiveness. For
God, in His
goodness, has
given us any
holiness we
might have.
~ Augustine,
Bishop of
Hippo,
300s A.D.,
City of God

were some present at that very time who told [Jesus] about
the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2And he answered them, “Do you think that these Galileans
were worse sinners than all the other Galileans, because they suffered in this way? 3No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all
likewise perish. 4Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam
fell and killed them: do you think that they were worse offenders
than all the others who lived in Jerusalem? 5No, I tell you; but
unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.” 6And he told this
parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came
seeking fruit on it and found none. 7And he said to the vinedresser,
‘Look, for three years now I have come seeking fruit on this fig tree,
and I find none. Cut it down. Why should it use up the
ground?’ 8And he answered him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig around it and put on manure. 9Then if it should bear fruit
next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’”
P:

The Gospel of the Lord.

APOSTLES’ CREED
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart:
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
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descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to
judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life  everlasting. Amen
Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY
“May God Bestow on Us His Grace”

… LSB #823

SERMON
“The Living Word: Conversion”
Please kneel.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all creation according to its needs.
P: . . . let us pray to the Lord,
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERTORY “Psalm 145:1-13”
Choir: I will extol you, my God and King,
and bless your name forever and ever.
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When our
Lord and
Master Jesus
Christ said,
“Repent”
(Matthew
4:17), he
willed the
entire life of
the believer to
be one of repentance.
~ Martin
Luther,
the first
thesis,
95 Theses

Every day I will bless you
and praise your name forever and ever.
Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised,
and his greatness is unsearchable.
One generation shall commend your works to another,
and shall declare your mighty acts.
On the glorious splendor of your majesty,
and on your wondrous works, I will meditate.
As Each Has
Received a
Gift. God has
granted to
each of us the
special graces
needed for the
upbuilding of
his church, so
that we will
do what he
has indicated
should be
done, not
only without
complaint but
with joy.
~ Augustine,
300s A.D.,
On Christian Doctrine

They shall speak of the might of your awesome deeds,
and I will declare your greatness.
They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant goodness
and shall sing aloud of your righteousness.
The LORD is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
The LORD is good to all,
and his mercy is over all that he has made.
All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD,
and all your saints shall bless you!
They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom
and tell of your power,
to make known to the children of man your mighty deeds,
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,
and your dominion endures throughout all generations.
The LORD is faithful in all his words
and kind in all his works.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen
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Please stand.
Congregation:

OFFERTORY PRAYER
L: Let us pray. Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, who
by your tender love gave your only Son to suffer death on the
cross for our redemption. May we who now receive his body
and blood be filled with the strength to take up our cross and
follow him.
C: Amen

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.
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Christ has
planted His
Table like an
oasis along
our pathway,
in order that
when we become weary
with travel,
weak and
hungry in our
souls, discouraged and
wounded because of our
false steps,
stumbling,
and falling,
we may then
enter there
and be refreshed with
the living
Bread of Life.
~ Carl Olof
Rosenius,
1816-1868
A.D.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising you
and saying:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, took
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.”

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P:

Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)
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Here's the secret: if we seek
joy for its own
sake, we will not
find it. If we seek
Jesus, we will be
engulfed and
inundated by
joy, and quite by
surprise.
~ Matthew Harrison, A Little
Book on Joy

Before we
leave the
Lord’s Table,
we give
thanks, asking that the
salutary gift
of Jesus’ Body
and Blood
would have
its way in our
lives,
strengthening
us in faith
toward God
and fervent
love toward
one another.
The Sacrament draws
us outside of
ourselves to
live in Christ
by faith and
in the
neighbor by
love . . .
~ Pr. John
Pless, A
Narrative
Commentary

Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. The pastor will
hand you the holy Body. Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.
Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they
come forward to ask for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

COMMUNION HYMNS
“There Is a Time For Everything” (sung by the choir)
… LSB #762
“Great Is Thy Faithfulness” (sung by all)
Please stand after all have received the sacrament.
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… LSB #809

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
L: Let us pray...We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You
have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P: Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now
and forever.
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A Prayer
As You Go
O God, holy
and eternal,
you permit us
to enter into
the fellowship
of that holy
suffering by
which your
dear Son, our
Savior, conquered sin and
death. Grant
that we may
celebrate the
remembrance
of his passion
with true devotion, accept
the cross as his
disciples, and
thus fulfill
your holy will;
through Jesus
Christ our
Lord. Amen.

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“May God Bestow on Us His Grace”

… Benjamin M. Culli

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory
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Serving at Worship
Presiding: The Rev. Christopher S. Johnson
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Altar Guild: Bonnie Glasel; Anna Mae Zeinemann
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Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever. (Psalm 125:1)
Church Telephone: 715-848-7286

To contact us by email:
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com

Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde
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To visit our webpage:
www.zionlutheranwausau.com
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com)
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core
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