A Prayer
Upon Entering Church
The Lord has
promised
good to me,
His Word my
hope secures;
He will my
shield and
portion be as
long as life
endures.
Through
many dangers, toils and
snares, I have
already come;
His grace has
brought me
safe thus far,
His grace will
lead me
home.
~ John Newton, “Amazing
Grace” vv. 2-3;
LSB # 744

The Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 27, 2022 + 9:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.
When we hear communion we quickly think of the Sacrament
of the Altar, Holy Communion. However, communion also carries with it the reality of people being united with one another
in the one true faith to the one true God. This kind of communing is a communing made possible by the Living Word of
God who reconciles sinners, the prodigal and the selfrighteous. This kind of communion creates new and renewed
relationships to those we are on the “outs” with. This includes
people, and in case we forget, this includes our Lord, too.

Sharing God’s Blessings Today







Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Richard & Dianne Ames in celebration
of their 57th wedding anniversary on March 27 and honoring the memory of their
parents who set an example for them on how to love one another.
The bulletins are sponsored by Jim & Lori Speckhard in loving memory of Jim’s
mother, Carol Ann, whose birthday was March 30th.
Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the Lenten season.
The sponsor charts for 2022 Radio Broadcasts, Flowers and Bulletins are available for you to sign up. The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry.
Two rose banners are given to the glory of God by Steven and Anna Mae Zeinemann. Hung by the pulpit and lectern, they are made to be carried in procession and will be used each year as part of marking the “halfway point” of Advent and Lent. Because Advent and Lent are dedicated to preparing for the
King, Jesus Christ, they state “The Lord is King” and “The King of Glory,” and
they feature a crown with rays of glory descending.

Altar Area
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To Share Your Offering
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden offering boxes built into the walls of the
church. Please see the map, where the boxes
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher
for assistance.
This returns us to an older and beautiful tradition of the Lutheran church in which offerings are not collected during worship so as to
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offerings to us.
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PRELUDE
Three Interpretations on “Anthes” (“Today Your Mercy Calls Us”)
… Franklin D. Ashdown, Kevin Hildebrand, Benjamin M. Culli

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary.

HYMN OF INVOCATION
“Today Your Mercy Calls Us”

… LSB #915

INVOCATION
P:
C:

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:
C:
P:
C:

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgression unto the Lord,
and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Please kneel. Silence for reflection.
P:
C:

O almighty God, merciful Father,
I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess unto you all my
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended you and
justly deserved your temporal and eternal punishment. But
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When God’s
Word is esteemed and
praised as the
only treasure
which can
take away sin,
and all the
misery resulting from sin,
like death,
damnation,
the devil, and
hell, that is
preaching in
a winsome
and comforting way…

(continued
next page)

I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them,
and I pray you, of your boundless mercy, and for the sake of
the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a
poor sinful being.

(continued
from previous
page)

…Now we
are no longer
sinners and
enemies of
God, but
rather a joy to
the dear angels in heaven
and all the
saints on
earth. For this
reason we
should hold
God’s Word
in highest
honor and
esteem, gladly
hear it with
open hearts,
and show respect and
honor to those
who preach
the Word to
us…

P:

C:

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called
and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God
unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

Please stand.

INTROIT
L:

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast
love;*
according to your abundant mercy blot out my trans- | gressions.

C:

Wash me thoroughly from my in- | iquity,*
and cleanse me | from my sin!

L:

For I know my trans- | gressions,*
and my sin is ever be- | fore me.

C:

Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil
| in your sight,*
so that you may be justified in your words and blameless
in your | judgment.

L:

Behold, I was brought forth in in- | iquity,*
and in sin did my mother con- | ceive me.

C:

Behold, you delight in truth in the inward | being,*

(continued
next page)
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and you teach me wisdom in the | secret heart.
All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
L:

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast
love;*
according to your abundant mercy blot out my trans- | gressions.

KYRIE
L: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

L: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

L: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

L: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
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...It will in
turn bring us
blessed fruit,
freeing us
from false
teaching and
all danger
from the troublesome devil,
and save us
eternally.
May the
faithful Shepherd and
Bishop of our
souls, the
dear Lord
Christ, impart this to us
through the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.
~ Martin
Luther,
House
Postil for
the Third
Sunday
after
Trinity,
A.D. 1533

Advent and
Lent are seasons of preparation for the
King, featuring either
blue-violet or
red-violet on
the altar.
When we
cross the halfway mark
towards
Christmas or
Easter, the
church color
lightens from
the darker
blues and
purples to
rose, signifying our joy as
the feast
draws near.
You might
think of rose
as the first
light of dawn,
heralding the
bright Day to
come.

L: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Let us pray . . . Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all
our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your
benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 12:1-6
1You

will say in that day: “I will give thanks to you, O LORD, for
though you were angry with me, your anger turned away, that you
might comfort me. 2Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and
will not be afraid; for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song,
and he has become my salvation.” 3With joy you will draw water
from the wells of salvation. 4And you will say in that day: “Give
thanks to the LORD, call upon his name, make known his deeds
among the peoples, proclaim that his name is exalted. 5Sing praises
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to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; let this be made known in
all the earth. 6Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, for great
in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.”
L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 32
L:

Blessèd is the one whose transgression is for- | given,*
whose sin is | covered.

C:

Blessèd is the man against whom the LORD counts no in- |
iquity,*
and in whose spirit there is | no deceit.

L:

For when I kept silent, my bones wast- | ed away*
through my groaning | all day long.

C:

For day and night your hand was heavy up- | on me;*
my strength was dried up as by the heat of | summer.

L:

I acknowledged my sin to you,
and I did not cover my in- | iquity;*
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,”
and you forgave the iniquity | of my sin.

C:

Therefore let everyone who is godly
offer prayer to you at a time when you | may be found;*
surely in the rush of great waters,
they shall not | reach him.

L:

You are a hiding place for me;
you preserve me from | trouble;*
you surround me with shouts of de- | liverance.
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Bless the Lord,
O my soul,
and all that is
within me,
bless his holy
name!
Bless the Lord,
O my soul,
and forget not
all his benefits,
who forgives
all your iniquity, who heals
all your diseases, who redeems your life
from the pit,
who crowns
you with
steadfast love
and mercy,
who satisfies
you with good
so that your
youth is renewed like the
eagle's.
~ Psalm
103:1-5

The parable
explains how
one can become
lost. The usual
way is to demand your
share so you
can do with it
as you please –
be it your body,
youth, health,
money, or passion. Satisfying
those desires
will give you
pleasure—for a
while.
Strangely
enough, it’s
probably better
the sooner it’s
over and you
discover just
how poor and
miserable you
really are.
Maybe then
you’ll remember the Father
you so thoughtlessly abandoned...

C:

I will instruct you and teach you in the way | you should
go;*
I will counsel you with my eye up- | on you.

L:

Be not like a horse or a mule, without under- | standing,*
which must be curbed with bit and bridle,
or it will not stay | near you.

C:

Many are the sorrows of the | wicked,*
but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts | in the
LORD.

L:

Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, O | righteous,*
and shout for joy, all you up- | right in heart!

All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- |ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen

EPISTLE 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
16From

now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh.
Even though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we
regard him thus no longer. 17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is
a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has
come. 18All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to
himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in
Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their
trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making
his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no
sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Please stand.

VERSE

...In truth, the
reason you remember Him is
because you’ve
always been in
His thoughts.
He has not forgotten you.
~ Bo Giertz,
To Live With
Christ, A.D.
1974

GOSPEL
P:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 15th chapter.

1Now

the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear
[Jesus]. 2And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This
man receives sinners and eats with them.” 3So he told them this
parable: . . .“There was a man who had two sons. 12And the
younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of
property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property between them. 13Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he
had and took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered
his property in reckless living. 14And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in
need. 15So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of
that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16And he
was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one
gave him anything. 17“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How
many of my father’s hired servants have more than enough bread,
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He [the older
son] was
watching out
for himself,
waiting for
the inheritance that
was coming
to him what
he could get
his hands on
now, which
he felt wasn’t
much. This is
the picture of
the moralist
who obeys
God in an
effort to stay
out of trouble
and is very
conscious of
the fact that
he should be
considered a
man of higher
rank in God’s
eyes...

but I perish here with hunger! 18I will arise and go to my father,
and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as
one of your hired servants.”’ 20And he arose and came to his father.
But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt
compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21And the
son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before
you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22But the father
said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him,
and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23And bring the
fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24For this my
son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And
they began to celebrate. 25“Now his older son was in the field, and
as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. 26And he called one of the servants and asked what these
things meant. 27And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and
your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received him
back safe and sound.’ 28But he was angry and refused to go in. His
father came out and entreated him, 29but he answered his father,
‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed
your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might
celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours came, who
has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’ 31And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with
me, and all that is mine is yours. 32It was fitting to celebrate and be
glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and
is found.’”
P:

The Gospel of the Lord.

APOSTLES’ CREED
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart:
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.
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And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to
judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life  everlasting. Amen
Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY
“God So Loved the World”
(The Kantorei will sing Stanza 3)

… LSB #571

SERMON

...This is also
a way of being lost, although it’s a
much more
danger way
and much
harder to
remedy.

“The Living Word: Communion”
~ Bo Giertz,
To Live
With
Christ,
A.D. 1974

Please kneel.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all creation according to its needs.
P: . . . let us pray to the Lord,
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
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Please be seated.

OFFERTORY “Psalm 34: 1-8, 18-19”
Christian,
believe this
and think on
it; you will be
eternally embraced in the
arms of everlasting love.
The love that
brought the
Son from
heaven to
earth, from
the earth to
the cross,
from the cross
to the grave,
from the
grave to
glory; the love
which was
weary, hungry, tempted,
scorned,
scourged,
buffeted, spit
upon, crucified; that love
will eternally
embrace
you...

Choir: I will bless the LORD at all times;
his praise shall continually be in my mouth.
My soul makes its boast in the LORD;
let the humble hear and be glad.
Oh, magnify the LORD with me,
and let us exalt his name together!
I sought the LORD, and he answered me
and delivered me from all my fears.
Those who look to him are radiant,
and their faces shall never be ashamed.
This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him
and saved him out of all his troubles.
The angel of the LORD encamps
around those who fear him,
and delivers them.
Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good!
Blessèd is the man who takes refuge in him!
The LORD is near to the brokenhearted
and saves the crushed in spirit.
Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
but the LORD delivers him out of them all.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen
Please stand.
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Congregation:

OFFERTORY PRAYER
L: Let us pray. Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, who
by your tender love gave your only Son to suffer death on the
cross for our redemption. May we who now receive his body
and blood be filled with the strength to take up our cross and
follow him.
C: Amen

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.
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...What shall
we say to
these things?
No wonder
the angels
desire to peer
into this mystery.
~ Richard
Baxter,
The Saints’
Everlasting
Rest,
A.D.1650

God afflicts in
love to humble and purify. He
smites that he
may save. If
he hides his
face it is in
love. When
light is withdrawn, the
dew falls. We
see the rainbow in the
cloud. By this
God quickens
grace that
may be dormant. God
withdraws
comfort to
stir the embers into fire.
When God
hides his face
from his children he is
still a Father,
and his heart
yearns for
them…

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising you
and saying:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, took
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.”

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P:

Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)

...If you have
been a prodigal
and spent all
upon your lusts,
flee to God by
repentance. He
will embrace you
with the arms of
mercy, and seal
your pardon
with a kiss.
~ Thomas
Watson, The
Lord’s Prayer,
A.D. 1692
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Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION

By steadfast
love and
faithfulness
iniquity is
atoned for,
and by the
fear of the
Lord one
turns away
from evil.
~ Proverbs
16:6

The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. The pastor will
hand you the holy Body. Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.
Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they
come forward to ask for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

COMMUNION HYMNS
“First Song of Isaiah” (sung by the choir)

… LSB #927

“Children of the Heavenly Father” (sung by all)

… LSB #725

Please stand after all have received the sacrament.
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
L: Let us pray...We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You
have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P: Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now
and forever.

A Prayer Before You Go
Dear Father
in heaven,
You want to
be our Father
and love us,
despite all the
sorrow we
cause You.
We pray that
You forgive
us for loving
Your gifts
more than
You and for
so often receiving Your
blessings
without
thanking
You…May
we always
seek You and
love You
more than
Your gifts.

~ Bo Giertz
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SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“Fugue in D Minor”

… Johann Pachelbel

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory

18

Serving at Worship
Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
Preaching: The Rev. Christopher S. Johnson
(Pr. Gjerde to Bethany at 10:30 am)
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Clarinet: Dan Maguire
Choir: The Zion Kantorei
Radio Announcer: Jon Oestreich
Lector: Robert Hochberger
Acolyte: Ethan Hochberger
Elder: Tim Pagel
Altar Guild: Bonnie Glasel; Barb Leader
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Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever. (Psalm 125:1)
Church Telephone: 715-848-7286

To contact us by email:
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com
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Custodian Cody Augustine
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To visit our webpage:
www.zionlutheranwausau.com
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com)
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core
www.lutherancore.org
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