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Sharing God’s Blessings Today   
 Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Maureen Rouse and Roz Rouse with 

praise, thanksgiving and Easter joy for the 85th anniversary of Zion’s radio 
broadcasting.  “Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth.” Psalm 50:2 

 The bulletins are sponsored by Terry Lach in loving memory of Annette Marie 
Lach. 

 The beautiful flowers in the chancel are sponsored through the Easter Decorat-
ing Fund.  The flowering plants will be delivered to Zion’s homebound mem-
bers immediately following the 11:00 a.m. service.  Zion’s elders are encour-
aged to help deliver the flowers and spread our Easter joy!  Please come to the 
chancel at 12:00 noon. 

To Share Your Offering 
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden of-
fering boxes built into the walls of the 
church.  Please see the map, where the boxes  
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher 
for assistance.   
 
This returns us to an older and beautiful tra-
dition of the Lutheran church in which offer-
ings are not collected during worship so as to 
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offer-
ings to us.   
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PRELUDES 

“Easter Carillon” … Robert J. Powell 
“Jesus Christ is Risen Today” … Robert A. Hobby 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 
Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary. 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 
“Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”    … LSB #457 

 

GREETING 
P: Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
C: The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE  
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 
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P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

 

 

 
Let us all en-
ter into the 
joy of the 
Lord! 
 
First and last 
alike, receive 
your reward. 
Rich and 
poor, rejoice 
together!  
Sober and 
slothful, cele-
brate the day! 
 
You that have 
kept the fast, 
and you that 
have not, 
rejoice, this 
day, for the 
table is boun-
tifully 
spread! 
 
Feast royally, 
for the calf is 
fatted.  Let no 
one go away 
hungry. 
Partake, all, 
of the cup of 
faith.  Enjoy 
the riches of 
the Lord’s 
goodness! 
~ John  
 Chry-

sostom,  
 347-407 

A.D. 
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Let none 
mourn that 
they have 
fallen, over, 
and over 
again; 
for forgive-
ness has risen 
from the 
grave. 
 
Let none fear 
death, for the 
death of our 
Savior has set 
us free. 
 
The Lord has 
destroyed it 
by enduring 
it. 
 
The Lord de-
stroyed hell 
when He de-
scended into 
it. 
 
The Lord put 
hell in tur-
moil even as 
it tasted of 
His flesh. 
~ John  
 Chry-

sostom, 347
-407 A.D. 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Let us pray . . . Almighty God the Father, through your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, you have overcome death and 
opened the gate of everlasting life to us.  Grant that we, who 
celebrate with joy the day of our Lord’s resurrection, may be 
raised from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.  
 
Please be seated. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT  Isaiah 65:17-25     
 17“Behold, I create new heavens and a new earth, 

 and the former things shall not be remembered 
 or come into mind. 
18But be glad and rejoice forever in that which I create; 
 for behold, I create Jerusalem to be a joy, 
 and her people to be a gladness. 
19I will rejoice in Jerusalem and be glad in my people; 
 no more shall be heard in it the sound of weeping 
 and the cry of distress. 
20No more shall there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, 
 or an old man who does not fill out his days, 
 for the young man shall die a hundred years old, 
 and the sinner a hundred years old shall be accursed. 
21They shall build houses and inhabit them; 
 they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 
22They shall not build and another inhabit; 
 they shall not plant and another eat; 
 for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The gospel 
begins in the 
resurrection 
of Jesus 
Christ—the 
ultimate in-
novative phe-
nomenon.  
The Gospels 
say that there 
were a very 
few people 
who thought 
that Jesus 
might be the 
Messiah but 
no one 
thought that 
he might 
eventually be 
raised from 
the dead . . .  
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 and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 
23They shall not labor in vain or bear children for calamity, 
 for they shall be the offspring of the blessed of the Lord, 
 and their descendants with them. 
24Before they call I will answer; 
 while they are yet speaking I will hear. 
25The wolf and the lamb shall graze together; 
 the lion shall eat straw like the ox, 
 and dust shall be the serpent’s food. 
 They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain,” 
 says the Lord.  

 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 16    
Choir: Antiphon 

 
Choir: Preserve me, | O God,* 

 for in you I take | refuge. 
 
C: I say to the LORD, “You | are my Lord;* 

 I have no good a- | part from you.” 
 
Choir: As for the saints | in the land,* 

 they are the excellent ones, 
 in whom is all | my delight. 

 
C: The sorrows of those who run after another god shall | 

multiply;* 
 their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out 
 or take their names | on my lips. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. . . The ac-
counts of the 
resurrection of 
Jesus as we 
find them in 
the Gospels all 
show signs of a 
struggle by the 
Gospel writers 
to bring to 
speech an 
event that has 
pushed them 
beyond the 
limits of their 
ability to com-
prehend . . .  
~ William H. 

Willimon 
 “What’s So 

Great about 
the New?”  
2008 A.D.  
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Congregation:  Antiphon 

 
Choir: The LORD is my chosen portion | and my cup;* 

 you | hold my lot. 
 
C: The lines have fallen for me in pleasant | places;* 

 indeed, I have a beautiful in- | heritance. 
 
Choir: I bless the LORD who gives me | counsel;* 

 in the night also my heart in- | structs me. 
 
C: I have set the LORD always be- | fore me;* 

 because he is at my right hand, I shall not be | 
 shaken. 

 

Congregation:  Antiphon 

 
Choir: Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being re- | 

joices;* 
 my flesh also | dwells secure. 

 

C: For you will not abandon my soul | to Sheol,* 
 or let your holy one see cor- | ruption. 

 
Choir: You make known to me the | path of life;* 

 in your presence there is fullness of joy; 
 at your right hand are pleasures for- | evermore. 

 
All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
 as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
An eighth 
and eternal 
day, conse-
crated by the 
Resurrection 
of Christ…
There we 
shall rest and 
see, see and 
love, love and 
praise. 
~ Augustine, 

City of God, 
400s A.D. 
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Congregation:  Antiphon 

 
 

EPISTLE  1 Corinthians 15:19-26   
19If in this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people 
most to be pitied. 20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, 
the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21For as by a man 
came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the 
dead. 22For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made 
alive. 23But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his 
coming those who belong to Christ. 24Then comes the end, when he 
delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule 
and every authority and power. 25For he must reign until he has 
put all his enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy to be destroyed 
is death. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Please stand and turn toward the Holy Scriptures as they are carried into 

the midst of the congregation. 

 

ALLELUIA VERSE 

Cantor: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Refrain: Congregation 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
No religious 
skills that any 
of us acquire 
will ever pro-
duce resur-
rection, and 
no spiritual 
strategies that 
we work out 
will ever pro-
duce resur-
rection. Fol-
lowing Jesus 
doesn't get us 
where we 
want to go. It 
gets us to 
where Jesus 
goes, where 
we meet him 
in resurrec-
tion surprise: 
“My Lord 
and my 
God!” 
~ Eugene H. 

Peterson, 
The Jesus 
Way  
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Choir:  Since Christ was raised from the dead, He cannot die 

again, Death no longer has dominion over Him, over Him. 
 
Congregation: Refrain 
 

GOSPEL  
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 24th chapter. 
 
1On the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, 
taking the spices they had prepared. 2And they found the stone 
rolled away from the tomb, 3but when they went in they did not 
find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4While they were perplexed about 
this, behold, two men stood by them in dazzling apparel. 5And as 
they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men 
said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? 6He is 
not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was 
still in Galilee, 7that the Son of Man must be delivered into the 
hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third day 
rise.” 8And they remembered his words, 9and returning from the 
tomb they told all these things to the eleven and to all the 
rest. 10Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the 
mother of James and the other women with them who told these 
things to the apostles, 11but these words seemed to them an idle 
tale, and they did not believe them. 12But Peter rose and ran to the 
tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by them-
selves; and he went home marveling at what had happened.  
 

P: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Alleluia! 
 

ALLELUIA VERSE 
Refrain:  Congregation 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The crowning 
evidence that 
Jesus was alive 
was not a va-
cant grave, but 
a spirit-filled 
fellowship.  
Not a rolled 
away stone, 
but a carried 
away church. 
~ Clarence 

Jordan,  
 The Sub-

stance of 
Faith 
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Choir:  This is the day the Lord has made;  
 Let us rejoice and be glad in it, in it. 
 

Congregation: Refrain 
 

NICENE CREED    
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

C: I believe in one God, 
 the Father Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth 
 and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the only-begotten Son of God, 
 begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
 God of God, Light of Light, 
 very God of very God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 being of one substance with the Father, 
 by whom all things were made; 
 who for us men and for our salvation  
 came down from heaven 
 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
 and was made man; 
 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
 He suffered and was buried. 
 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

and ascended into heaven 
 and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
 And He will come again with glory  
 to judge both the living and the dead, 
 whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
The belief in 
the resurrec-
tion takes us 
as we are and 
does not hint 
that God 
made a mis-
take in creat-
ing such an 
animal.  The 
resurrection 
is the fullness 
of life, of hu-
man life.  We 
are saved by 
becoming 
fully human, 
and not some-
thing other 
than human. 
~ John L. 

McKenzie, 
The Power 
and the 
Wisdom:  
An Inter-
pretation of 
the New 
Testament 
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 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the Lord and giver of life, 
 who with the Father and the Son together  
 is worshiped and glorified, 
 who spoke by the prophets. 
 And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church, 
 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
 and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
 and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   
 “Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands”   … LSB #458 
           … arr. Hildebrand 

 

St. 1—All   St. 5—All High Voices 
St. 2—All Low Voices  St. 6—Choir 
St. 3—All   St. 7—All 
St. 4—Choir 

 

SERMON 
“Idle Tales” 

 
Please stand. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Standing in the glorious light of the resurrection, let us pray. 
 

P: . . . O Lord of life, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Hear our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, our crucified and 
risen Savior. 

C: Amen 
 

Please be seated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the 
Easter season, 
we stand for 
prayer.  We 
rise to our 
feet in recog-
nition that, 
even so, we 
shall rise to 
the Father in 
Christ, and 
stand before 
Him without 
fear, because 
Christ Him-
self rose for 
us and stand 
before God on 
our behalf. 
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OFFERTORY   “Scatter the Darkness”      … John A. Behnke 

 

 

 

 
 

Please stand. 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . Living God, 
C: in Christ you will raise us up from death to eternal life.  Send 

your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our 
Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in His body and 
blood.  Amen 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“My husband 
was my every-
thing,” said 
Helen crying. 
 
“God is your 
everything, 
girl!” said 
Mamma, “He 
is a jealous 
God and He 
don’t let no 
man take His 
place.” 
 
~ Tyler Perry, 

Diary of a 
Mad Black 
Woman 



14 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising you 

and saying:  
 

SANCTUS  (“Holy”) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Hidden first 

in a womb of 
flesh, He 

sanctified 

human birth 
by His own 

birth.  Hidden 

afterward in 

the womb of 
the earth, He 

gave life to 

the dead by 
His resurrec-

tion.  Suffer-

ing, pain, and 
sighs have 

now fled 

away . . . . 

This day 
brings a mes-

sage of joy: it 

is the day of 
the Lord’s 

resurrection 

when, with 

Himself, He 
raised up the 

race of Adam.    

Born for the 
sake of hu-

man beings, 

He rose from 
the dead with 

them . . . .     
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 

 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and  
 when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink  
 of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: This is the feast of victory for our God. 
C: Alleluia! 
 

SEQUENCE HYMN  “Christ Is Arisen” 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

. . . . On this 

day paradise is 
opened by the 

risen one, 

Adam is re-

stored to life 
and Eve is con-

soled.  On this 

day the divine 
call is heard, 

the kingdom is 

prepared, we 
are saved and 

Christ is 

adored.  On 

this day, when 
He had tram-

pled death un-

der foot, made 
the tyrant a 

prisoner and 

despoiled the 

underworld, 
Christ rose as a 

king in victory.   

~ Hesychus of 
Jerusalem, 

430 A.D. 
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Please be seated.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Neither the 
stone nor the 

bolts of the 

tomb could 
hold Christ a 

captive;  

 

Death lies 
conquered by 

Him, He has 

trampled on 
hell’s fiery 

chasm . . .  
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DISTRIBUTION 
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  The pastor will 

hand you the holy Body.  Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.  

Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they 

come forward to ask for a blessing. 
 

Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 

He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-

mendous benefits.  His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 

faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 

and salvation. 

 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 

they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 

and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 

and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
 “On the Third Day” (sung by the Kantorei)  … Allen Pote 
 

 “Good Christian Friends” (sung by all)    … LSB #475 

 
Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
P: Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a fore-

taste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s 
body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our 
days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, to-
gether with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the 
Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
With Him a 

throng of saints 

ascended to 
heavenly re-

gions,  

 
And to many He 

showed Himself, 

letting them see 

and touch Him. 
 

~ from an an-

cient Christian 
hymn, “Scenes 

of Sacred  

 History” 
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BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace.  Alleluia! 
C: Christ is risen.  Alleluia! 
 
Please turn toward the cross as it is carried out of the sanctuary. 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN 
“Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia”      … LSB #466 

 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
 “Toccata from Symphony No. 5”      … Charles-Marie Widor 

 
 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
A Prayer  
As You Go 
Christ is 
Risen: The 
world below 
lies desolate. 
 
Christ is 
Risen: The 
spirits of evil 
are fallen. 
 
Christ is 
Risen: The 
angels of God 
are rejoicing. 
 
Christ is 
Risen: The 
tombs of the 
dead are 
empty. 
 
Christ is Risen 
indeed from 
the dead, the 
first of the 
sleepers. 
 
Glory and 
power are his 
forever and 
ever.  Amen. 
~ Hippolytus of 

Rome,   
 190-236 A.D. 
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Serving at Worship 
Presiding: The Rev. Christopher S. Johnson 

Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 

           (Pr. Gulhaugen to Bethany at 10:30 am) 
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 

Instrumentalists: Chad Premeau; Mary Premeau; Kevin Short;  

       Frank Slembarski; Harrison Sturycz 

Choir: The Zion Kantorei 

Handchimes: Abby Daniels; Janet Dettmering;  

  Sarah Gjerde; Kyle Utecht 

Radio Announcer: (9:00) Scott Schubring 

Lectors: (9:00) Mark Gehrke 

              (11:00) Craig Bergendorf 

Acolytes: (9:00) Noah Harter; Carter Kulesa; Wyatt Kulesa 

       (11:00) Luke Popelka 

Communion Assistants: (9:00) Rob Kittel; Grace Mueller 

           (11:00) Donna Nuernberg 

Elders: (9:00) Keith Watson 

     (11:00) Stacey Drenk 

Altar Guild: Pam Hoppe; Anna Mae Zeinemann 
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 

Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson 
Int. Assoc. Pastor Theodore B. Gulhaugen 

Kantor Irene Beethe 
Office Manager Jessica G. Ray 
Custodian Cody Augustine 

Deployed Chaplain Joseph C. Pinzl 
 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com 
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


