Zion Lutheran Church
“Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.” (Psalm 125:1)
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Remembering
Examples of the faith in May
May 21: St. Helen
Born of a humble family,
St. Helen was the mother
of St. Constantine (who
shares her feast day). Constantine was the Roman
emperor who forbid persecution of Christians and
sponsored the Council of
Nicaea, which defended
the teaching that Jesus is
God.
Helen’s motherly
influence contributed to
Constantine’s acceptance
of the Christian faith. Her
faith also led her to research and identify many Biblical sites in the Holy Land,
which maintain places of worship to this day.
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Pastoral Letter
“The saying is trustworthy: if anyone aspires to the
office of overseer, he desires a noble task.”
~ 1 Timothy 3:1
Beloved Saints,
In the Bible, overseer (in Greek, episcopos, sometimes translated
“bishop”) is a word used for the office of pastor. As the apostle Paul
wrote to young Timothy, the office is “a noble task,” dedicated to
preaching and delivering the gifts of Christ. In every age, God calls
the Church to raise up new servants for this good work.
Recently, you’ve seen how the Holy Spirit did so through Zion,
equipping Pr. Joe Pinzl for ministry, first as a vicar (or “intern pastor”) and then as an ordained man. Thanks be to God, the Spirit’s
about to do this good work among us again.
Mr. Charles Ziemann (Charlie) will begin his service at Zion as
vicar on July 11. He’s a young man, newly graduated from the University of Minnesota. Normally, pastors must complete 4 years of
college followed by 3 years of seminary plus a vicarage (8 years total). Vicar Ziemann has condensed that time a bit by taking seminary courses concurrently with his college work. So he has just
about half of his seminary training left. He will complete it through
distance learning while serving here.
His seminary is Luther House of Studies, a Lutheran seminary in
Sioux Falls. His family currently resides in Minnesota, although he
has some roots in Wisconsin, as his father once served as a pastor in
Brookfield. I look forward to Vr. Ziemann’s time among us.
Please begin praying for Vr. Ziemann if you haven’t already, and
join me in welcoming him this summer. He comes to learn, and I
know that you, good Zion, will be a kind and excellent tutor.
Peace!
Pastor Gjerde
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Liturgy

receiving the gifts

The Ascension of Our Lord
Forty days after He rose, our Lord Jesus carried His risen
flesh into the glory of God’s right hand. We celebrate this
event on Ascension Day, Thursday, May 26. Zion will
hold services for Ascension on:
Wednesday, May 25 at 6:30 PM (Vespers)
Thursday, May 26, at 12:15 noon
(Holy Communion)

Mercy Days
For centuries the Church has gathered to pray on the
three days before Ascension. Like the “National Day
of Prayer,’ only bigger, it’s a time to pray for our nation, weather, neighborhoods, farmers, families, and
common life. Zion will hold these three days of
prayer on May 23, May 24, and May 25, all at
12:15 PM (about 30 minutes long). They will be
Litany Services, without Holy Communion, and they
will include prayers for:
Church and Ministry (May 23)
Neighborhoods, Land, and the Growing Season (May 24)
National and Common Life (May 25).
If you have specific prayer requests, please contact the church office
or a pastor.

Summer Changes
Zion’s worship schedule will only have two changes in
the summer months:
Wednesday evening Vespers will not be held from June through
August. It will start again in September.
Daily Communion will continue (Monday-Friday at 12:15 PM)
throughout the summer.
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Liturgy, continued
Patriotic Hymns: Wednesday, May 25
Kantor Beethe and a member of choir will present hymns
for our nation as part of Music at Midweek (12:00 PM)
directly before the Mercy Day service (12:15 PM) on
May 25. You may listen in person at Zion or via Facebook livestream.

Online Study and Devotion with Pastor Pinzl
Zion’s deployed chaplain, Pr. Pinzl, will present a study on
marriage as part of Zion’s online evening devotion, starting
June 6 (8:30 PM). You may access this study live via
Facebook, and it will also be posted as a video on Zion’s
website and Youtube channel.

Scripture Readings for Next Sunday (May 22)
First Reading:
Second Reading:
Gospel:

Acts 16:9-15
Revelation 21:9-14, 21-27
John 16:23-33

Catechumenate

learning the gifts

In-Person Bible Study (Fellowship Hall)
Tuesdays:

Bible Study, 9 AM
“The Acts of the Apostles”

Thursdays:

Men’s Bible Study, 7 AM
“The Gospel of John”

Sundays:

Bible Study, 10:15 AM
“Galatians”

Online and In-Home Study
Wednesdays: Word at the Middle of the Week, 8:30 AM
“The Book of Exodus”
Live-Streamed and Posted to Website
Monthly:

“The Shepherd’s Voice”
Included the start of each month in this newsletter.
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Catechumenate, continued
Zion “App” Available For Download
For a number of months, behind the scenes, we have
been adding and updating content for our new application (or “app”), now available to download both on Android and iOS devices. On your smartphones or tablets,
search for “Zion Lutheran Wausau” in the Google Play
Store or Apple App Store, find our red and orange logo,
and download our app. The content of the app is continually updated. Currently we have sermons, Bible studies, our radio messages
for Bethany, as well as the weekly musical offerings Kantor
Beethe provides. Be sure to share this with the young people in your lives that they might have even more of the
Word at their fingertips!

Zion Roof Project
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house
of the Lord” (Psalm 122:1). Christ is the true House of God, for
in Him the glory of God dwells among His people. As He gathers those people to receive His gifts, He graciously gives them a
place in which to do it. Generous to the end, He even provides
the skill and materials with which to confess His Word in image
and stone.
At the April congregational meeting, Zion voted to replace its 70year-old slate tile roof and copper gutters. By maintaining the
house God has provided us, we confirm our commitment to the
continual sharing of God’s gifts in this neighborhood (and beyond!). We are saying, “We believe God wishes to dwell here,
and bless us and our neighbors.”
Please open wide your hearts as we seek to raise the $525,000
(477,000 + a contingency fund) for this project. $210,000 has
been raised already. The Lord’s generosity is our own way of
life! Contributions may be designated for the “Roof Fund.”
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Outreach and Mercy

sharing and being the gifts

Monthly Mission Emphases:
 The Hagar House — Goal: $3,500
The Hagar House, Opening Soon in the Wausau Area
In the 2020-2021 school year, the
Wausau School District identified
134 students that come from homeless families. Marathon County is
ranked 2nd in the state for single
moms on public assistance. The county offices list an estimated
4,300 single mothers are below the poverty line, and the Department
of Justice says 75% of adolescent youth that are being treated for
substance abuse come from fatherless homes. The Hagar House will
be a Christ-centered home for single mothers and their children in
Central Wisconsin. The Hagar House will focus on the needs and
health of the community by providing spiritual, emotional, financial,
relational, physical and life skills for mothers and children in need.
Property is now being renovated for this service in downtown Wausau and plans are to open for services in Summer 2022. For more
information visit www.thehagarhouse.org.

Praying

in our prayers this week

Persecuted Christians in: Turkmenistan; Laos; Morocco
Missionaries: Elliot & Serena Derricks, Lutheran Bible Translators
Comfort, Healing, Recovery:
Brenda Trantow
Those who need our on-going prayers:
Zion’s Homebound Members
Craig Bureta
Debra Thomas
Avery Kluck
Mike Trzebiatowski
Debra Mertes
Jeff Zilisch
Barb Ramker
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News & Events
HOPE Pregnancy Center Bottles
If you have unused Operation Baby Bottles (used to
collect donations in February), please return them to
the church office. HOPE Pregnancy Center would like
to reuse them! Thank you.
Shoes Needed
Help Wausau East Football raise funds by donating
your gently worn, used and new shoes. The collected
shoes are used to support micro-enterprise vendors:
small businesses in developing nations, typically operated by one person or family and friends. Shoes can
be donated through June 11. For drop-off locations and other questions, contact Coach K: hkremnitzer@wausauschools.org or 715-261
-0507.
Memorials and Other Gifts Received
 Mary Lou & Phil Dzick, friends of Gary & Sue
Wolslegel, gave a gift to Zion’s Roof Fund.
We’re Celebrating 50 Years of the Zion Strassenfest Event!
This year, 2022, marks the 50-year anniversary of the Zion Strassenfest. It began with a
concept that didn’t even have the iconic name
yet—and grew into one of our largest annual
events bringing together the fellowship and
comradery of our congregation and community. Here’s the introduction of the event in
the July 26th, 1972, church newsletter:
“Fall Festival News… We don’t know what it
will be called yet—but Zion’s first allcongregation Fall Festival will be held on Thursday, Oct. 26th. Members of our congregation and
the community will be invited to shop for hand-crafted articles and
food items made by members of our church…We hope it will provide
joy and fellowship for lots of Zionites, using our talents and time for
a worthwhile cause.”
(Continued on page 9)
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News & Events
(Continued from page 8)
As we look back over the past 50 years, we can confidently say the
event has brought the joy and fellowship it set out to achieve. Our
series of craft and food booths continues to flourish, as do the volunteers and support of this wonderful festival, now held annually the
2nd Saturday of October.
Help us celebrate 50 years of hosting the Zion Strassenfest by volunteering your time or talents. From setup/takedown to crafting/baking
to joining a planning committee—our congregation’s support is what
makes this event a success each year. Contact event chairs Dave and
Lori Torkko with questions or to offer your support: 715-216-3443
or dtorkko@pcpros.net. Strassenfest 2022 is Saturday, October 8th.
Quilting at Zion
The quilters will gather on May 16th, June 6th and June
27th from 1PM to 3:30PM.. This project supports Lutheran
World Relief, and new volunteers are always welcome!

Ways to Watch Zion’s Easter Service
If you or someone you know would like to watch Zion’s Easter
Service from April 17 at 9:00am, it is now available on several
platforms:
 Zion’s Website (zionlutheranwausau.com):
- On Zion’s Website, go to the “Worship” tab and select
“Easter Services.”
 Local TV (sponsored by Don & Karen Grade):
- On public access Channel 980, Zion’s service will be
aired for several weeks at the following times:
- Mondays @ 7:30AM
- Fridays @ 10:00PM
- Saturdays @ 8:00PM
 YouTube:
- Wausau Area Access Media’s YouTube channel has access to both the service with and without the prelude and
postlude music:
- Go to TinyURL.com/WAAMedia
- Zion’s services are under the Videos tab
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News & Events
Women of Zion
Just exactly who are Women of Zion? They can be
an usher, baker, radio announcer, gardener, Altar
Guild, singer, musician, Sunday School teacher/
helper, librarian, Lector, Communion Assistant and
so much more (for a list of ideas, see the table by the
church office). Any confirmed woman is already a
member of Women of Zion. We serve our Lord Jesus by promoting
charity, fellowship, and devotion among the women of Zion Lutheran
Church. We’ve been around since the church organized nearly 150
years ago and we continue to celebrate Zion.
In prior years, women gathered monthly to plan and execute various
activities such as Strassenfest, Winter Tea, Spring Salad Buffet and
the twice a year Rummage Sale. Due to the Pandemic, the past two
years have seen no activities other than a brunch in September. The
Executive Board has met occasionally to keep abreast of activities that
could bring us all back together again. One of the activities that has
been delinquent is the election of officers for the group. The Executive Board consists of President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer
and two At-large members. The current Executive Board members
agreed to continue serving this year, but now we need to hold an election for new Board members. Our constitution states that officers
should be elected at a meeting in May for the upcoming year.
Please contact Jackie McLaughlin, 715/218-7075, or Sheryl Morris,
715/359-6993, to serve as a member of the Executive Board. A meeting will be planned for late May to have elections and determine the
future of our group.
Admissions Counselor Needed
St. John Lutheran School, 164923 County Rd Z,
Wausau, Town of Easton, is looking for an individual with great people skills and able to manage our
social media accounts. The position ideally begins
July 2022. It is for approximately 40 hours per month. Some of this
time may be worked from home. This person will help promote the
school and welcome new families. For more information and a job
description contact Principal Jiter, either call 715-842-5212 or email
at principal@mailstjohn.com.
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Calendar

for the upcoming week

Sunday • May 22 (Easter 6)
9:00 AM
Holy Communion; Live Radio Broadcast,
WSAU 550 AM
10:15 AM
Bible Study
10:15 AM
Fellowship in the Church Hall
11:00 AM
Holy Communion
Monday • May 23 (Mercy Day)
8:30 AM
Devotion, Facebook
12:15 PM
Service of Prayer
8:30 PM
Compline, Facebook
Tuesday • May 24 (Mercy Day; St. Esther)
8:30 AM
Devotion, Facebook
9:00 AM
Bible Study
10:30 AM
Staff Meeting
12:15 PM
Service of Prayer
7:00 PM
Altar Guild Meeting
8:30 PM
Compline, Facebook
Wednesday • May 25 (Mercy Day; St. Bede the Venerable)
8:30 AM
Word at the Middle of the Week, Facebook
12:00 PM
Music at Midday
12:15 PM
Service of Prayer
1:00 PM
Homeless Mats
6:30 PM
Vespers/Confirmation
8:30 PM
Compline, Facebook
Thursday • May 26 (Ascension Day)
7:00 AM
Men’s Bible Study
8:30 AM
Devotion, Facebook
10:00 AM
Pastors’ Group
12:15 PM
Holy Communion
8:30 PM
Compline, Facebook
Friday • May 27
8:30 AM
Devotion, Facebook
12:15 PM
Holy Communion
8:30 PM
Compline, Facebook
Saturday • May 28
5:15 PM
Holy Communion
11

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
709 N SIXTH STREET
WAUSAU WI 54403-4791
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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Where you can reach us:
Church — 715-848-7286
Fax — 715-848-7286
Email —zion@zionlutheranwausau.com
Web: zionlutheranwausau.com
A member of Lutheran CORE
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