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Remembering 
Examples of the faith in May 

May 24: St. Esther 
St. Esther is the heroine of the 
Biblical book that bears her 
name.  It takes place in Per-
sia, where Esther, a Jew, had 
become the wife of King 
Ahasuerus (Xerxes the 
Great).  He did not know that 
she was a Jew, and initially 
agreed with some of his 
counselors to destroy the 
Jewish people.  Esther was 
able to intercede on behalf of 
her people and change his 
mind; the counselors instead 
were killed.  Thus the Jewish 
nation, from which Jesus came, was saved by Esther’s inter-
cession.   
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“And when He had said these things, as they were 

looking on, He was lifted up, and a cloud took Him 

out of their sight. ” ~ Acts 1:9 

 

Beloved Saints, 
 
Don’t forget Ascension Day (May 26 this year)!  It’s as important—
more important?— than Easter. 
 
Forty days after Easter, Ascension Day marks the time when our 
Lord was “lifted up, and a cloud took Him” from the disciples’ sight.  
Jesus was taken, body and soul, into that cloud, and the cloud means 
everything. 
 
The cloud goes with God—remember?  God came to Israel in a 
cloud when He led them to the promised land (Exodus 16:10, 19:9).  
He also came in a cloud when He filled the temple (2 Chron. 5:13-
14), and when  He revealed His Son’s glory in the transfiguration 
(Matthew 17:5).  No mere raincloud took Jesus from sight!  It was 
the cloud of God’s presence. 
 
So the ascension delivers a great promise to you.  In God’s presence, 
every day, is the body that was crucified for your sake.  The flesh 
that was pierced for your sins, the blood that was poured out for your 
salvation—it all lives in union with God forever.   
 
And yet that flesh and blood also live in union with you!  As St. Paul 
writes in Ephesians 5:30, “we are members of His body.”  Filled 
with the power to be where He pleases and give what He promises, 
our Lord nourishes you with the very stuff that He offered on the 
cross for you—and as you know, you are what you eat! 
 
Thanks be to God for the Ascension of His Son.  That event pro-
claims the truth: when Jesus went to heaven, He took you with Him.  
You belong in the presence of God forever!  Peace! 
 
Pastor Gjerde 

Pastoral Letter 
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Liturgy         receiving the gifts 

Holy Communion  
Sunday:     9 & 11 AM  (sung) 
Monday-Friday: 12:15 PM  (spoken; 20 min.) 
Saturday:    5:15 PM  (sung) 
 

Live Radio Broadcast 
Sunday, 9 AM  +  WSAU 550 AM, 99.9 FM, 95.1 FM 
 

Online (Facebook Live-Stream, Website, YouTube) 

Morning Devotion:  8:30 AM, Monday-Friday 
Compline:   8:30 PM, Monday-Friday 
 

Upcoming Feasts of the Lord 
If Christ is the Lord of both the living and the dead, then He is also 
the Lord of our time.  In the Church, we arrange time around the 
proclamation of His mighty acts.  Please note these upcoming dates: 
 
June 5 (Sat/Sun.):   Feast of Pentecost: Christ sent the Holy Spirit 

to the Apostles, 50 days after He rose. 

   Saturday: 5:15 PM // Sunday: 9 and 11 AM 
 
June 12 (Sat/Sun.): Feast of the Holy Trinity: Giving thanks for 

the revelation of God’s fullness: He is one 

God in Three Persons 

   Saturday: 5:15 PM // Sunday: 9 and 11 AM 
 
July 30 (Sat/Sun.): Commemoration of St. Robert Barnes: One 

   of Lutheranism’s earliest martyrs 

   Saturday: 5:15 PM // Sunday: 9 and 11 AM 

Scripture Readings for Next Sunday (May 29) 
First Reading:  Acts 1:12-26 
Second Reading: Revelation 22: 1-20 
Gospel:  John 17:20-26 
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Catechumenate         learning the gifts 

 
In-Person Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesdays: Bible Study, 9 AM   

  “The Acts of the Apostles” 
   
Thursdays: Men’s Bible Study, 7 AM   

  “The Gospel of John” 
 

Sundays: Bible Study, 10:15 AM   

  “Galatians”: Exploring Saint Paul’s powerful little  
  letter that shows us what it means to be justified  
  by faith alone.  
 

Online and In-Home Study 
Wednesdays: Word at the Middle of the Week, 8:30 AM 

 “The Book of Exodus”        
 Live-Streamed and Posted to Website  
 
Monthly: “The Shepherd’s Voice” 

 Included the start of each month in this newsletter. 
 

Online Study and Devotion with Pastor Pinzl 
Zion’s deployed chaplain, Pr. Pinzl, will present a study on 
marriage as part of Zion’s online evening devotion, starting 
June 6 (8:30 PM).  You may access this study live via Face-
book, and it will also be posted as a video on Zion’s website 
and Youtube channel. 

Zion “App” Available For Download 
For a number of months, behind the scenes, we have 
been adding and updating content for our new applica-
tion (or “app”), now available to download both on An-
droid and iOS devices. On your smartphones or tablets, 
search for “Zion Lutheran Wausau” in the Google Play 
Store or Apple App Store, find our red and orange logo, 
and download our app. The content of the app is continually up-
dated. Currently we have sermons, Bible studies, our radio messages 
for Bethany, as well as the weekly musical offerings Kantor Beethe 
provides. Be sure to share this with the young people in your lives 
that they might have even more of the Word at their fingertips! 

 



 6 

 

Zion’s Roof Project 

I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house 

of the Lord” (Psalm 122:1).  Christ is the true House of 
God, for in Him the glory of God dwells among His peo-
ple.   
 
As He gathers those people to receive His gifts, He graciously gives 
them a place in which to do it.  Generous to the end, He even provides 
the skill and materials with which to confess His Word in image and 
stone. 
 
At the April congregational meeting, Zion voted to replace its 70-year
-old slate tile roof and copper gutters.  By maintaining the house God 
has provided us, we confirm our commitment to the continual sharing 
of God’s gifts in this neighborhood (and beyond!).  We are saying, 
“We believe God wishes to dwell here, and bless us and our 
neighbors.” 
 
Goal:   $525,000 (477,000 + a contingency fund)   
Raised: $215,000+  
 
Contributions may be designated for the “Roof Fund.” 

 

Luther Square: Summer Cook-Out 

Please mark your calendars for Sunday, July 17, for a cook-out at 
Zion on Luther Square (serving at noon)!  The Board of Elders is 
hosting this event and welcomes help, too.  More details to follow. 
 

Stay tuned for other events on Luther Square, as well—the possibili-
ties abound!   
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Craig Bureta 

Avery Kluck 

Terry Lach 

Debra Mertes 

 

Barb Ramker 

Debra Thomas 

Mike Trzebiatowski 

Jeff Zilisch 

Monthly Mission Emphases: 

 The Hagar House — Goal:  $3,500 

 

The Hagar House, Opening Soon in the Wausau Area 

In the 2020-2021 school year, the 
Wausau School District identified 
134 students that come from home-
less families.  Marathon County is 
ranked 2nd in the state for single 
moms on public assistance.  The county offices list an estimated 
4,300 single mothers are below the poverty line, and the Department 
of Justice says 75% of adolescent youth that are being treated for 
substance abuse come from fatherless homes.  The Hagar House will 
be a Christ-centered home for single mothers and their children in 
Central Wisconsin.  The Hagar House will focus on the needs and 
health of the community by providing spiritual, emotional, financial, 
relational, physical and life skills for mothers and children in need.  
Property is now being renovated for this service in downtown Wau-
sau and plans are to open for services in Summer 2022.  For more 
information visit www.thehagarhouse.org. 

Outreach and Mercy         sharing and being the gifts 

Praying                       in our prayers this week  

Persecuted Christians in:  Indonesia; Bangladesh; Colombia 
 

Missionaries: Elliot & Serena Derricks, Lutheran Bible Translators 
 

Comfort, Healing, Recovery: 

Arlene Hoppe Marlene Kroening 

Brenda Trantow 
 

Those who need our on-going prayers:  

Zion’s Homebound Members 
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News & Events 

Bethany Lutheran Church Ice Cream Social 

Come join our sisters and brothers at Bethany Lutheran 
Church (174071 Church Rd., Town of Easton) for a time of 
fellowship and food on Thursday, June 23 from 4pm to 
7pm.  The menu will include BBQ, Ham Sandwich and 
Hotdog Plates served with Potato Salad, Baked Beans, Po-
tato Chips and, of course, ice cream!  A freewill donation 
will be accepted, and all proceeds will go toward outreach and min-
istry. 
 

Music Ministry Positions Available 

St. Stephen Lutheran Church in downtown Wausau is 
seeking applicants for it’s Director of Music and Head 
Organist.  Both positions are part-time, but may be com-
bined, depending on the applicant’s skills and interests.  
Detailed Job descriptions, including monthly compensation informa-
tion, are available upon request from Beth Lind, 715-574-4341 or 
bethdlind@gmail.com. 
 

Bags Needed Again: Homeless Mats Project 

The Homeless Mat makers need the congregation to donate 
plastic bags once again to continue their work into the sum-
mer!  Please donate clean shopping bags to the church of-
fice.  If you have any questions, call Lori Torkko: 715-216-3441. 
 

Admissions Counselor & Teacher Aides Needed 

St. John Lutheran School (SJLS), 164923 County Rd Z, 
Wausau, Town of Easton,  is looking for an individual 
with great people skills and able to manage their social 
media accounts.  SJLS is also recruiting Teacher Aides 
for their K-1 and 5-8 classrooms.  For more information 
and complete job descriptions contact Principal Jiter, by 
calling 715-842-5212 or emailing at principal@mailstjohn.com.  
 

Coffee Containers 

If you have received a bouquet of flowers from the altar 
after Sunday Services and still have the coffee container it 
came in, the Altar Guild is requesting them be returned to 
the church office to be reused.  Thank you! 
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Women of Zion 

Any confirmed woman is already a member of 
Women of Zion! We serve our Lord Jesus by pro-
moting charity, fellowship, and devotion among the 
women of Zion Lutheran Church. We’ve been 
around since the church organized nearly 150 years 
ago and we continue to celebrate Zion. 
 

In prior years, women gathered monthly to plan and execute various 
activities such as Strassenfest, Winter Tea, Spring Salad Buffet and 
the twice a year Rummage Sale. Due to the Pandemic, the past two 
years have seen no activities other than a brunch in September. The 
Executive Board has met occasionally to keep abreast of activities 
that could bring us all back together again. The current Executive 
Board members agreed to continue serving this year, but now we 
need to hold an election for new Board members. Our constitution 
states that officers should be elected at a meeting in May for the up-
coming year. 
 

Please contact Jackie McLaughlin, 715/218-7075, or Sheryl Morris, 
715/359-6993, for information about serving as a member of the Ex-
ecutive Board. A meeting will be planned soon to have elections and 
determine the future of our group. 
 

Welcome Home Snowbirds 

If you have been away for the winter, please remem-
ber to contact the church office and let us know you 
are back!  Also, if you yearly travel to the same des-
tination, know that the church office has technology 
that will automatically forward your mail to you while you are down 
south. All we need is your “away” address and the dates you are 
there.  Not only will this save the church money on mail that gets 
returned, but you will be able to stay “in the loop” all year round! 
 

Memorials and Other Gifts Received 

 In memory of Virginia Pagel (d. 2/2/22), Dorothy’s 

sister, Dorothy & Jerry Kittel donated an Autumn Blaze 
Maple tree to Zion.  It now decorates the west entrance. 

 In honor of Prs. Gjerde, Johnson and Gulhaugen, an anony-
mous donor gave a gift to Zion’s Roof Fund. 

News & Events 
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Just for Kids 
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Sunday • May 29 (Easter 7)  
9:00 AM Holy Communion; Live Radio Broadcast,  
  WSAU 550 AM 
10:15 AM Fellowship in the Church Hall 
11:00 AM Holy Communion 
 
Monday • May 30 (Memorial Day) 
**Office Closed** 
8:30 AM Devotion, Facebook 
12:15 PM Holy Communion 
8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 
 
Tuesday • May 31 (The Visitation) 
8:30 AM Devotion, Facebook 
9:00 AM Bible Study 
10:30 AM Staff Meeting 
12:15 PM Holy Communion 
8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 
 
Wednesday • June 1 (St. Justin) 
8:30 AM Word at the Middle of the Week, Facebook 
12:00 PM Music at Midday 
12:15 PM Holy Communion 
1:00 PM Homeless Mats 
8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 
 
Thursday • June 2 
7:00 AM Men’s Bible Study 
8:30 AM Devotion, Facebook 
10:00 AM Pastors’ Group 
12:15 PM Holy Communion 
8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 
 
Friday • June 3 
8:30 AM Devotion, Facebook 
12:15 PM Holy Communion 
8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 
 
Saturday • June 4 
1:00 PM Baptism 
5:15 PM Holy Communion 

Calendar     for the upcoming week 
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Where you can reach us: 

Church — 715-848-7286 

Fax — 715-848-7286 

Email —zion@zionlutheranwausau.com      

Web: zionlutheranwausau.com 

A member of Lutheran CORE 

 


