
  

 

A Prayer 
Upon Enter-
ing Church 
Lord, You are 
my Shepherd, 
because of 
You I shall 
not be in 
want. Help 
me to lie 
down in 
green pas-
tures, leading 
me beside 
still waters, 
that You 
might restore 
my soul. Lead 
me in paths 
of righteous-
ness for the 
sake of Your 
beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, 
the One who 
walked 
through the 
valley of the 
shadow of 
death for me. 
Amen. 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
May 8, 2022 + 9:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. 
Often, when we call something plain, we mean it in a deroga-
tory manner. When we say a certain kind of food or drink is 
“plain,” what we really mean to say is underwhelming, per-
haps disappointing. In regards to speech, however, “plain” is 
all about clarity.  We want doctors and mechanics to speak 
plainly to us, using words we understand. The Jewish oppo-
nents of Jesus wanted him to speak “plainly” too. Jesus does 
speak plainly, but they still don’t comprehend. Why don’t they 
understand the plain words and actions of Jesus? 
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 
 Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Donna Mueller in honor and thanks-

giving for all mothers and in celebration of her 84th birthday on May 11. 
 The flowers at the altar are sponsored by Mark & Molly Lewitzke, Kaylee & Pat-

rick Kavanaugh, and Mike, Marcia & Luke Strandberg in loving memory of  
Charles & Delores Lewitzke, whose anniversary was May 10. 

 The flowers at the lectern and pulpit are sponsored by Mary Ann Tapper in lov-
ing memory of Elroy, whose birthday was May 7. 

 The sponsor charts for 2022 Radio Broadcasts, Flowers and Bulletins are avail-
able for you to sign up.  The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry. 

To Share Your Offering 
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden of-
fering boxes built into the walls of the 
church.  Please see the map, where the boxes  
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher 
for assistance.   
 
This returns us to an older and beautiful tra-
dition of the Lutheran church in which offer-
ings are not collected during worship so as to 
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offer-
ings to us.   
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PRELUDE 

Three Compositions based on “Christ the Lord is Risen Today”  

 … Bernard Wayne Sanders and Jeffrey Blersch 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary. 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN   
 “Christ the Lord is Risen Today; Alleluia”    … LSB #463 
 

GREETING 
P: Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

C: The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
 
Let the 
groans of the 
prisoners 
come before 
you; accord-
ing to your 
great power, 
preserve 
those doomed 
to die. 
 
Return sev-
enfold into 
the lap of our 
neighbors 
the taunts 
with which 
they have 
taunted you, 
O Lord! 
 
But we your 
people, 
the sheep of 
your pasture, 
will give 
thanks to you 
forever; 
from genera-
tion to gen-
eration we 
will recount 
your praise. 
  
~ Psalm  
 79:11-13 
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P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 

Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

For thus says 

the Lord 
God: Behold, 

I, I myself 

will search 
for my sheep 

and will seek 

them out. As 

a shepherd 
seeks out his 

flock when he 

is among his 
sheep that 

have been 

scattered, so 
will I seek out 

my sheep, and 

I will rescue 

them from all 
places where 

they have 

been scat-
tered on a 

day of clouds 

and thick 

darkness.  
 

~ Ezekiel 

34:11-12 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Let us pray . . . Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have 
wakened from death the Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us 
Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd 
we may know Him who calls us each by name and follow 
where He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  

C: Amen 
 
Please be seated. 
 

FIRST READING Acts 20:17-35 
17Now from Miletus [Paul] sent to Ephesus and called the elders of 
the church to come to him. 18And when they came to him, he said 
to them: “You yourselves know how I lived among you the whole 
time from the first day that I set foot in Asia, 19serving the Lord 
with all humility and with tears and with trials that happened to 
me through the plots of the Jews; 20how I did not shrink from de-
claring to you anything that was profitable, and teaching you in 
public and from house to house, 21testifying both to Jews and to 
Greeks of repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 22And now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, constrained by 
the Spirit, not knowing what will happen to me there, 23except that 
the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and 
afflictions await me. 24But I do not account my life of any value nor 

 
 
 
In short, if 
Scripture is 
obscure or 
ambiguous, 
what point 
was there in 
God’s giving 
it to us? Are 
we not ob-
scure and 
ambiguous 
enough with-
out having 
our obscurity, 
ambiguity, 
and darkness 
augmented 
for us from 
heaven? 
What, then, 
will become of 
that word of 
the apostle: 
“All Scrip-
ture inspired 
by God is 
profitable for 
teaching, for 
reproof, for 
correction” [2 
Timothy 
3:16]… 
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as precious to myself, if only I may finish my course and the minis-
try that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the 
grace of God. 25And now, behold, I know that none of you among 
whom I have gone about proclaiming the kingdom will see my face 
again. 26Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the 
blood of all of you, 27for I did not shrink from declaring to you the 
whole counsel of God. 28Pay careful attention to yourselves and to 
all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to 
care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own 
blood. 29I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in 
among you, not sparing the flock; 30and from among your own 
selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away the 
disciples after them. 31Therefore be alert, remembering that for 
three years I did not cease night or day to admonish everyone with 
tears. 32And now I commend you to God and to the word of his 
grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance 
among all those who are sanctified. 33I coveted no one’s silver or 
gold or apparel. 34You yourselves know that these hands minis-
tered to my necessities and to those who were with me. 35In all 
things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must 
help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he 
himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 23 
L: The LORD is my | shepherd;* 

 I | shall not want. 
 

C: He makes me lie down in green | pastures.* 
 He leads me beside still | waters. 

 

L: He re- | stores my soul.* 
 He leads me in paths of righteousness for his | name’s sake. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
…Then 
Christ, too, 
will have to 
recant, for he 
makes a false 
promise when 
he says: “I will 
give you a 
mouth and 
wisdom, which 
none of your 
adversaries 
will be able to 
with-
stand” [Luke 
21:15]. 
 
~ Martin  
 Luther, 

Bondage of 
the Will, 
1525 A.D. 
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C: Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil, for you are | with me;* 
 your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. 

 

L: You prepare a table before me 
in the presence of my | enemies;* 
 you anoint my head with oil; 
 my cup | overflows. 

 

C: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days | of my life,* 
 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD for- | ever. 

 
All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,* 
  and to the Holy | Spirit; 
  as it was in the be- |ginning,* 
  is now, and will be forever.  | Amen 
 

SECOND READING  Revelation 7:9-17 
9After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one 
could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and 
languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed 
in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10and crying out 
with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the 
throne, and to the Lamb!” 11And all the angels were standing 
around the throne and around the elders and the four living crea-
tures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped 
God, 12saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanks-
giving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and 
ever! Amen.” 13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who 
are these, clothed in white robes, and from where have they 
come?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These 
are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed 
their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
15“Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day 
and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter 

 
 
 
 
 
Christ has 
marked His 
sheep on their 
feet as well as 
their ears. They 
follow Him; 
they are gently 
led, not harshly 
driven. They 
follow Him as 
the Captain of 
their Salvation; 
they trust in 
the Power of 
His arm to 
clear the way 
for them. All 
their trust on 
Him is abiding; 
they lean all 
their hope on 
Him; they fol-
low Him as 
their teacher; 
they call no 
man “Rabbi” 
under heaven, 
but Christ 
alone! . . . 
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them with his presence. 16They shall hunger no more, neither thirst 
anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. 
17For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, 
and he will guide them to springs of living water, and God will 
wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Please stand. 
 

VERSE  ...David M. Cherwien 
Choir: Alleluia!  Alleluia!   
 Christ being raised from the dead will die no more;  
 death has no more dominion over him. 
 I am the good shepherd.  
 I know my own and my own know me. 
 Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 10th chapter. 

 
 
22At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It 
was winter, 23and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the colon-
nade of Solomon. 24So the Jews gathered around him and said to 
him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, 
tell us plainly.” 25Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not 
believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name bear witness 
about me, 26but you do not believe because you are not part of my 
flock. 27My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow 
me. 28I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no 
one will snatch them out of my hand. 29My Father, who has given 
them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them 
out of the Father’s hand. 30I and the Father are one.”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
...He is the in-
fallible source 
of their creeds; 
neither will 
they allow their 
minds to be 
ruled by con-
claves, coun-
cils, nor de-
crees. Has 
Christ said it? 
It is enough! If 
not, it is no 
more for me 
than the whis-
tling of the 
wind! 
 
~ C.H. 

Spurgeon, 
“The Sheep 
and their 
Shepherd,” 
1871 A.D. 
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P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

NICENE CREED  
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

C: I believe in one God, 
 the Father Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth 
 and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the only-begotten Son of God, 
 begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
 God of God, Light of Light, 
 very God of very God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 being of one substance with the Father, 
 by whom all things were made; 
 who for us men and for our salvation  
 came down from heaven 
 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
 and was made man; 
 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
 He suffered and was buried. 
 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

and ascended into heaven 
 and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
 And He will come again with glory  
 to judge both the living and the dead, 
 whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the Lord and giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son together  
 is worshiped and glorified, 

 
 
 
Recognizing 
a true Chris-
tian, there-
fore, involves 
far more than 
outward ap-
pearances; it’s 
a matter of 
hearing the 
Word. That’s 
how it is with 
a little sheep; 
it’s very life 
depends upon 
hearing. If it 
doesn’t hear 
the shep-
herd’s voice, 
all joy and 
assurance 
vanish and 
only fear and 
trembling 
remain. 
That’s how it 
is also with a 
Christian; if 
he loses the 
Word, all 
comfort is 
gone; as long 
as he is faith-
ful to the 
Word... 
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 who spoke by the prophets. 
 And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church, 
 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
 and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
 and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”     … LSB #709 

 

SERMON 

“Plain and Simple” 

 

Please stand. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Standing in the glorious light of the resurrection, let us pray. 
 

P: . . . O Lord of life, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Hear our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, our crucified and 
risen Savior. 

C: Amen 
 
Please be seated. 

 

OFFERTORY  (sung by the Sunday School Choir) 
 “I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb”      … Henrietta L. von Hayn 

 

Please stand. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . Living God, 

 
 
 
...he will be-
hold Christ, 
his shepherd, 
and therewith 
everything 
Christ has 
earned and 
promised 
him, namely, 
forgiveness of 
sins and eter-
nal life. And 
that enables 
him to live 
out his life in 
full and cer-
tain hope; he 
eats, drinks, 
works, and 
does what he 
is told to do, 
yes, will even 
gladly suffer 
what is laid 
upon him.  
 
~ Martin  
 Luther, 

Sermon for 
the Second 
Sunday 
after 
Easter, 
1533 A.D. 
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C: in Christ you will raise us up from death to eternal life.  Send 
your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our 
Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in His body and 
blood.  Amen 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising you 

and saying:  
 

SANCTUS  (“Holy”) 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 

 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and  
 when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink  
 of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen 
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ACCLAMATION 
P: This is the feast of victory for our God. 
C: Alleluia! 
 

SEQUENCE HYMN  “Christ Is Arisen” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The good 
shepherd im-
agery helps 
integrate the 
human, mes-
sianic, and 
divine dimen-
sions of Jesus’ 
identity into 
a coherent 
whole. The 
passage also 
defines how 
this three-
dimensional 
identity must 
be understood 
by announc-
ing that the 
good shepherd 
lays down his 
life for the 
sheep. If Jesus 
is a rabbi, 
who instructs 
people in the 
will of God, 
he finally 
makes God’s 
way known 
not only by 
teaching but 
by giving his 
life for oth-
ers... 
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Please be seated.   
 

DISTRIBUTION 
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  The pastor will 

hand you the holy Body.  Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.  

Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they 

come forward to ask for a blessing. 
 

Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which He 

joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tremen-

dous benefits.  His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 

faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life and 

salvation. 
 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 

they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 

and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 

and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
 “Have No Fear, Little Flock” (sung by all)     … LSB #735 
 

 “God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It” (sung by all)   … LSB #594 

 

Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
P: Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a fore-

taste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body 
and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of 
pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
...If Jesus is the 
Messiah, who 
fulfills God’s 
promises to Is-
rael, he exercises 
his power by 
laying down his 
life and taking it 
up again. And if 
Jesus is the one 
in whom God is 
present and re-
vealed, it is 
through his self-
sacrifice that 
God’s love for 
the world is 
made known. 
 
~ Craig Koester, 

Symbolism in 
the Fourth  

 Gospel, 2003 
A.D. 
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with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in 
His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 

BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
 

 

 

DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace.  Alleluia! 
C: Christ is risen.  Alleluia! 
 
Please turn toward the cross as it is carried out of the sanctuary. 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN    “Thine is the Glory” 

 

 

A Prayer 
As You Go 
Lord...You 
promise to 
seek out 
the lost, 
lead them 
back, and 
heal their 
wounds. 
I Thank 
You be-
cause 
You’ve 
come to us 
as our 
Good 
Shepherd 
… To you, 
merciful 
father and 
all-
comforting 
God, be-
long the 
kingdom 
and the 
power and 
glory, for-
ever and 
ever. 
Amen. 
 
~ Bo Giertz 
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SILENT PRAYER 
  
POSTLUDE 

“Christ the Lord is Risen Today; Alleluia”        … Albert L. Travis 

 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 

To God alone be glory 
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Serving at Worship 
Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 

Preaching: The Rev. Christopher S. Johnson 

           (Pr. Gjerde to Bethany at 10:30 am) 
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 

Clarinet: Dan Maguire 

Choir: The Zion Sunday School Choir 

Vocalists: Cyndi Reuter; Carol Rich; Betsy Utecht 

Radio Announcer: Paul Fandrey 

Lector: Landis Holdorf 

Acolytes: Ella Johnson, Brennan Hochberger; Ethan Hochberger 

Elder: Lois Jarosz 

Altar Guild: Kay Krall; Donna Nuernberg 
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 

Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson 
Int. Assoc. Pastor Theodore B. Gulhaugen 

Kantor Irene Beethe 
Office Manager Jessica G. Ray 
Custodian Cody Augustine 

Deployed Chaplain Joseph C. Pinzl 
 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com 
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


