A Prayer
Upon Entering Church
O God, early
in the morning I cry to
you. Help me
to pray and to
concentrate
my thoughts
on you: I cannot do this
alone. In me
there is darkness, but with
you there is
light; I am
lonely, but
you do not
leave me; I
am feeble in
heart, but
with you
there is help; I
am restless,
but with you
there is peace.
~ Dietrich
Bonhoeffer,
d. 1945 A.D.

The Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 15, 2022 + 9:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. Like doves released from a cage,
the Word of God has fluttered from the empty tomb and
winged its way through every land and age. A true Word, doing what words were always meant to do, this Word does
more than talk about Jesus: it is filled with Jesus and presents
Him to you. What the world cannot see, the Church sees in
what it hears: the presence of our risen Lord, even now making His home with us through Word and sacrament.

Sharing God’s Blessings Today




Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Terry Lach in loving memory of his
wife Annette and in honor of their 54th wedding anniversary on May 18.
The flowers at the altar are sponsored by Tom & Deb Olson on the joyous occasion of their newest granddaughter, Eralia Margaret Wilson’s, baptism.
The sponsor charts for 2022 Radio Broadcasts, Flowers and Bulletins are available for you to sign up. The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry.

Altar Area

1

To Share Your Offering
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden offering boxes built into the walls of the
church. Please see the map, where the boxes
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher
for assistance.
This returns us to an older and beautiful tradition of the Lutheran church in which offerings are not collected during worship so as to
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offerings to us.
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PRELUDE
Two Compositions based on “Ode to Joy”
… Paul Manz and Robert H. Hobby

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN
“Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven”

… LSB #477

GREETING
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! Alleluia!
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
P:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.
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Christ is the
way as well
as the truth
and life.
When we
don't do it
His way, we
mess up the
truth and we
miss out on
the life. We
can't live a
life more like
Jesus by embracing a way
of life less like
Jesus.
~ Eugene
Peterson,
Christ
Plays in
Ten Thousand Places

P:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Let us pray . . . O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to
be of one will. Grant that we may love what You have commanded and desire what You promise, that among the many
changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true joys
are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

FIRST READING Acts 11:1-18
1Now

the apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea
heard that the Gentiles also had received the word of God. 2So
when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcision party criticized
him, saying, 3“You went to uncircumcised men and ate with
them.” 4But Peter began and explained it to them in order: 5“I was
in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision, something like a great sheet descending, being let down from heaven by
its four corners, and it came down to me. 6Looking at it closely, I
observed animals and beasts of prey and reptiles and birds of the
air. 7And I heard a voice saying to me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and
eat.’ 8But I said, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing common or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9But the voice answered a second time from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, do not call com6

mon.’ 10This happened three times, and all was drawn up again
into heaven. 11And behold, at that very moment three men arrived
at the house in which we were, sent to me from Caesarea. 12And the
Spirit told me to go with them, making no distinction. These six
brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s
house. 13And he told us how he had seen the angel stand in his
house and say, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon who is called Peter; 14he will declare to you a message by which you will be saved,
you and all your household.’ 15As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit
fell on them just as on us at the beginning. 16And I remembered the
word of the Lord, how he said, ‘John baptized with water, but you
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17If then God gave the same
gift to them as he gave to us when we believed in the Lord Jesus
Christ, who was I that I could stand in God’s way?” 18When they
heard these things they fell silent. And they glorified God, saying,
“Then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads to
life.”
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 148
L: Praise the LORD!
Praise the LORD from the | heavens;*
praise him | in the heights!
Praise him, all his | angels;*
praise him, | all his hosts!
C: Praise him, | sun and moon,*
praise him, all you | shining stars!
Praise him, you highest | heavens,*
and you waters above the | heavens!
L: Let them praise the name | of the LORD!*
For he commanded and they were cre- | ated.
And he established them forever and | ever;*
he gave a decree, and it shall not | pass away.
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In receiving
John’s baptism, Christ
transforms it
into the Baptism of the
Holy Spirit.
Jesus thereby
establishes a
continuity between the baptism of John
and the one He
gives the
church . . . . In
John’s baptism
of Jesus, the
entire church
was baptized
with Him and
received the
Spirit.
~ David Scaer,
Baptism,
1999 A.D.

C: Praise the LORD | from the earth,*
you great sea creatures and | all deeps,
fire and hail, | snow and mist,*
stormy wind fulfill- | ing his word!
L: Mountains and | all hills,*
fruit trees and all | cedars!
Beasts and all | livestock,*
creeping things and | flying birds!
C: Kings of the earth and all | peoples,*
princes and all rulers | of the earth!
Young men and maidens to- | gether,*
old men and | children!
L: Let them praise the name of the LORD,
for his name alone is ex- | alted;*
his majesty is above earth and | heaven.
He has raised up a horn for his people,
praise for | all his saints,*
for the people of Israel who are near to him. | Praise the
LORD!
All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- |ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen

SECOND READING Revelation 21:1-7
1Then

I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and
the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I
saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a
loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of
God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his
people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4He will
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wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more,
neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain anymore, for
the former things have passed away.” 5And he who was seated on
the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he
said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and
true.” 6And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from
the spring of the water of life without payment. 7The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be
my son.”
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

VERSE

...David M. Cherwien
Choir: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Christ being raised from the dead will die no more;
death has no more dominion over him.
I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

GOSPEL
P:

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 16th chapter.

12[Jesus

said:] “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide
you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority,
but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the
things that are to come. 14He will glorify me, for he will take what is
mine and declare it to you. 15All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 16“A
little while, and you will see me no longer; and again a little while,
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But just as
they will see
God face to
face, so
through God's
indwelling
Spirit they
will do his
will spontaneously, without
coercion, unhindered, perfectly, completely, and
with sheer joy,
and will rejoice therein
forever.
~ The Formula of
Concord,
1580 A.D.

For the elect,
God himself
will be the
reward of
eternal bliss
which, since
they are possessed by
Him, they
will possess
into all eternity.
~ Bede the
Venerable,
672/673735 A.D.

and you will see me.” 17So some of his disciples said to one another,
“What is this that he says to us, ‘A little while, and you will not see
me, and again a little while, and you will see me’; and, ‘because I
am going to the Father’?” 18So they were saying, “What does he
mean by ‘a little while’? We do not know what he is talking
about.” 19Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him, so he said to
them, “Is this what you are asking yourselves, what I meant by saying, ‘A little while and you will not see me, and again a little while
and you will see me’? 20Truly, truly, I say to you, you will weep
and lament, but the world will rejoice. You will be sorrowful, but
your sorrow will turn into joy. 21When a woman is giving birth, she
has sorrow because her hour has come, but when she has delivered
the baby, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has been born into the world. 22So also you have sorrow
now, but I will see you again and your hearts will rejoice, and no
one will take your joy from you.”
P:

The Gospel of the Lord.

NICENE CREED
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart:
C: I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
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who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory
to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together
is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life  of the world to come. Amen.
Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY
“At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”

… LSB #633

SERMON
“A Little While”
Please stand.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Standing in the glorious light of the resurrection, let us pray.
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This confession of the
faith was not
made to accord with
human opinions, but
rather what
was of the
greatest importance was
gathered from
all the Scriptures, to present the one
teaching of
the faith in its
entirety. And
just as the
mustard seed
contains a
great number
of branches in
a tiny grain,
so too this
summary of
faith encompassed in a
few words the
whole knowledge of the
true religion
contained in
the Old and
New Testaments.
~ Cyril of
Jerusalem,
315-386
A.D.

What the
Passover
lamb of the
Old Testament typified,
Christ is; and
what the
Passover supper of the Old
Testament
typified, the
Supper of
Christ is; and
that which is
promised and
shadowed in
the Passover
supper is
given in the
Lord's Supper, in very
deed and substance. The
supernatural
presence of
Christ's body
and blood
cannot be less
true, but is
more true,
than the
natural presence of the
body and
blood of the
Passover
lamb.
~ Charles
Porterfield
Krauth,
1823-1883
A.D.

P: . . . O Lord of life,
C: hear our prayer.
P:

Hear our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, our crucified and
risen Savior.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERTORY “Hail Thee, Festival Day”
The Choir begins by singing the Refrain.
The Congregation repeats the Refrain and sings it where indicated.

Choir: All the fair beauty of earth,
From the death of the winter arising!
Ev’ry good gift of the year,
Now with its master returns: Refrain

Choir: Rise from the grave now, O Lord,
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The author of life and creation.
Treading the pathway of death,
New life You give to us all: Refrain

Choir: God the Almighty, the Lord,
The ruler of earth and the heavens,
Guard us from harm without;
Cleanse us from evil within: Refrain

Choir: Jesus, the health of the world,
Creator of all and redeemer,
Son of the Father supreme,
Only-begotten of God: Refrain
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Choir: Spirit of life and of pow’r,
Now flow in us, fount of our being,
Light that enlightens us all,
Life that in all may abide: Refrain

Satan knows
so well that
the flesh of
Jesus is life
itself, and
that through
the ever-fresh
baptismal
waters, the
living voice of
Jesus, and the
reception of
His very body
and blood at
the Eucharist,
life itself is
given out to
the faithful
with forgiveness and salvation. Satan's tactics
are the same
today . . .

Choir: Praise to the giver of good!
O Lover and Author of concord,
Pour out Your balm on our days;
Order our ways in Your peace: Refrain

Please be stand.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P: Let us pray . . . Living God,
C: in Christ you will raise us up from death to eternal life. Send
your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our
Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in His body and
blood. Amen

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.
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P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising you
and saying:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)
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. . . Satan's
tactics are the
same today . . .
The single
greatest threat
against the
church today
(and always)
is the temptation to forsake
His flesh and
the enfleshed
life - the body
of Christ at the
Lord's supper
enlivening the
body of Christ,
the church.
~ Naomichi
Masaki,
Lutheran
theologian

The Lord
Himself
blessed us
with all spiritual blessings
in the heavens, through
Jesus Christ
our Lord, and
prepared us
for His kingdom, and
called us to
the desirable
good things
which neither
cease nor perish, as He
promised to
us in His lifegiving Gospel. Jesus said
to the blessed
congregation
of His disciples, "Truly,
truly I say
unto you,
that everyone
who eats my
body and
drinks my
blood, abides
in Me, and I
in him, and I
will raise him
up at the Last
Day . . .

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.”

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: This is the feast of victory for our God.
C: Alleluia!

SEQUENCE HYMN “Christ Is Arisen”
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Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. The pastor will
hand you the holy Body. Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.
Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they
come forward to ask for a blessing.
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. . . and he
comes not to
judgment, but
I will make
him pass from
death to eternal life." May
He Himself
now bless this
congregation,
and maintain
our position,
and render
glorious our
people who
have come and
rejoiced in receiving His
renowned,
holy, lifegiving, and
divine mysteries. May we be
sealed and
guarded by the
holy sign of
the Lord's
cross from all
evils, secret
and open, now
and always.
Amen.
~ Liturgy of
Addai and
Mari,
200 A.D.

Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.

Lord Christ,
we ask you to
spread our
table with
your mercy.
And may you
bless with
your gentle
hands the
good things
you have
given us. We
know that
whatever we
have comes
from your
lavish heart,
for all that is
good comes
from you.
Thus whatever we eat,
we should
give thanks to
you . . .

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

COMMUNION HYMNS
“The Gifts Christ Freely Gives” (sung by the choir)

… LSB #602

“I Know That My Redeemer Lives” (sung by all)

… LSB #461

Please stand after all have received the sacrament.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
P: Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s
body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our
days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the
Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
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DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Alleluia!
C: Christ is risen. Alleluia!
Please turn toward the cross as it is carried out of the sanctuary.

RECESSIONAL HYMN
“The Day of Resurrection”

… LSB #478

SILENT PRAYER

A Prayer
As You Go

POSTLUDE

. . . And having
received from
your hands, let
us give with
equally generous
hands to those
who are poor,
breaking bread
and sharing our
bread with them.
For you have
told us that
whatever we
give to the poor
we give to you.
Amen
~ Alcuin of
York,
700s A.D.

Fugue/Finale on “Lancashire”

… Kevin Hildebrand

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory

Serving at Worship
Presiding: The Rev. Christopher S. Johnson
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
(Pr. Johnson to Bethany at 10:30 am)
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Trumpet: Kevin Short
Choir: The Zion Kantorei
Radio Announcer: Ryan Fernstaedt
Lector: Scott Ray
Acolytes: Madison Cornell, Noah Harter, Jake Schneider
Elder: Keith Watson
Altar Guild: Kay Krall, Donna Nuernberg
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Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever. (Psalm 125:1)
Church Telephone: 715-848-7286

To contact us by email:
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com

Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde
Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson
Int. Assoc. Pastor Theodore B. Gulhaugen
Kantor Irene Beethe
Office Manager Jessica G. Ray
Custodian Cody Augustine
Deployed Chaplain Joseph C. Pinzl

To visit our webpage:
www.zionlutheranwausau.com
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