A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church
Gracious
Lord, help
me to follow
Your Word
of truth in all
I do and say.
Continue to
lead me on
the narrow
way, through
the narrow
door, that
leads to life
and salvation
only through
Jesus Christ.
Help me, the
last of all, to
be first in
Your kingdom. Amen.

The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
August 21, 2022 + 9:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. If you are a fan of racing you know
the excitement that comes at the end of the race. Drivers (or
runners) train in such a way that their goal, crossing the finish
line (preferably in first place!) would be possible. It requires a
lot of striving. To strive towards the finish line, or for the kingdom of Christ, pressing on “toward the goal for the prize of the
upward call of God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:14), means
that our striving is focused and fueled by the Spirit of the living
God, ready to receive the direction Jesus provides.

Sharing God’s Blessings Today





Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Karen & Richard Merlau in loving
memory of Lorinda Boelter.
The flowers at the altar and the bulletins are sponsored by Terry Lach in loving
memory of his dear wife, Annette, who died August 21st, 2020 and in celebration of his sister Pat Pagel’s birthday on August 21st.
The sponsor charts for Bulletins for the remainder of 2022 are available for you
to sign up. The chart is by the stairs by the northwest entry. Praise be to God
that all remaining dates for Radio Broadcasts and Flowers in 2022 have been
sponsored! Dates open for sponsorship in 2023 will be available later this year.

Altar Area
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To Share Your Offering
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden offering boxes built into the walls of the
church. Please see the map, where the boxes
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher
for assistance.
This returns us to an older and beautiful tradition of the Lutheran church in which offerings are not collected during worship so as to
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offerings to us.
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PRELUDE
“O Worship the King” (Variations for Organ on Hanover)
… Michael Burkhardt

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand.

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen
P:

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Please kneel. Silence for reflection.
P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve
your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen
P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for you
and, for his sake, forgives you all your sins. As a called and
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Blessed is the
one whose
transgression
is forgiven,
whose sin is
covered.
Blessed is the
man against
whom
the Lord
counts no iniquity, and in
whose spirit
there is no
deceit.
~ Psalm
32:1-2

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the
 Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Please stand.

ENTRANCE HYMN “O Worship the King”
The fleshly
mind with all
its high and
arrogant
thoughts
must be continually
brought into
captivity in
obedience to
faith and thus
hindered in
exercising its
disturbing
influence
upon the faith
life…

… LSB #804

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
4

and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

GLORIA
P: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.

...The power
of the regenerated sinner
to penetrate
the depths of
God’s being
and will by
his understanding will
always be
relative to the
power of his
faith, by
which he can
appropriate
the truth in
his heart and
allow himself
to be permeated and directed by it,
and by which
he conquers
his self-love
and gives
himself to
God in childlike love.
~Gisle Johnson, An
Outline of
Systematic
Theology,
1850’s A.D.
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SALUTATION and COLLECT
P:

The Lord be with you.

P: Let us pray . . . O Lord, You have called us to enter Your kingdom through the narrow door. Guide us by Your Word and
Spirit, and lead us now and always into the feast of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 66:18-23
18“For

I know their works and their thoughts, and the time is coming to gather all nations and tongues. And they shall come and
shall see my glory, 19and I will set a sign among them. And from
them I will send survivors to the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud,
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who draw the bow, to Tubal and Javan, to the coastlands afar off,
that have not heard my fame or seen my glory. And they shall declare my glory among the nations. 20And they shall bring all your
brothers from all the nations as an offering to the LORD, on horses
and in chariots and in litters and on mules and on dromedaries, to
my holy mountain Jerusalem, says the LORD, just as the Israelites
bring their grain offering in a clean vessel to the house of the LORD.
21And some of them also I will take for priests and for Levites, says
the LORD.
22“For as the new heavens and the new earth that I make
shall remain before me, says the LORD,
so shall your offspring and your name remain.
23From new moon to new moon, and from Sabbath to Sabbath,
all flesh shall come to worship before me,
declares the LORD.”
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 50:1-15
L: The Mighty One, God the LORD,
speaks and sum- | mons the earth*
from the rising of the sun to its | setting.
C: Out of Zion, the perfection of | beauty,*
God | shines forth.
L: Our God comes; he does not keep | silence;*
before him is a devouring fire,
around him a mighty | tempest.
C: He calls to the heav- | ens above*
and to the earth, that he may judge his | people:
L: “Gather to me my | faithful ones,*
who made a covenant with me by | sacrifice!”
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Psalm 50 is a
psalm of instruction that
tells us of the
true worship
of God and
true sacrifice
in contrast to
the false
saints. They
value their
own sacrifices
and worship
highly, as if
God must
surely be
thankful and
indebted to
them. God,
however, reverses this. He
intends for His
goodness and
help to be so
highly esteemed that we
will be thankful and indebted to him.
~ Martin Luther, Summaries of the
Psalms,
A.D. 1531

Dear young
people, do you
rejoice in the
word of God?
If you do not,
you are on an
unclean and
slippery path;
the trail that
you are following does
not lead to the
home of light
and glory.
Reverse your
steps, and
begin to love
the word of
the Lord. You
have a Bible,
which you
received as a
baptismal gift
or at the time
of your confirmation; or
if not, there
surely is a
Bible in your
home, or you
may easily
procure one
for yourself...

C: The heavens declare his | righteousness,*
for God him- | self is judge!
L: “Hear, O my people, and I will speak;
O Israel, I will testify a- | gainst you.*
I am | God, your God.
C: Not for your sacrifices do I re- | buke you;*
your burnt offerings are continually be- | fore me.
L: I will not accept a bull | from your house*
or goats | from your folds.
C: For every beast of the for- | est is mine,*
the cattle on a | thousand hills.
L: I know all the birds | of the hills,*
and all that moves in the | field is mine.
C: “If I were hungry, I would not | tell you,*
for the world and its full- | ness are mine.
L: Do I eat the | flesh of bulls*
or drink the | blood of goats?
C: Offer to God a sacrifice of thanks- | giving,*
and perform your vows to the | Most High,
L: and call upon me in the day of | trouble;*
I will deliver you, and you shall glo- | rify me.”
All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,*
and to the Holy |Spirit;
as it was in the be- |ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen
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EPISTLE Hebrews 12:4-29
4In

your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point
of shedding your blood. 5And have you forgotten the exhortation
that addresses you as sons?
“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord,
nor be weary when reproved by him.
6For the Lord disciplines the one he loves,
and chastises every son whom he receives.”
7It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as
sons. For what son is there whom his father does not discipline? 8If
you are left without discipline, in which all have participated, then
you are illegitimate children and not sons. 9Besides this, we have
had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them.
Shall we not much more be subject to the Father of spirits and
live? 10For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to
them, but he disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. 11For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than
pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to
those who have been trained by it. 12Therefore lift your drooping
hands and strengthen your weak knees, 13and make straight paths
for your feet, so that what is lame may not be put out of joint but
rather be healed. 14Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord. 15See to it that no one
fails to obtain the grace of God; that no “root of bitterness” springs
up and causes trouble, and by it many become defiled; 16that no
one is sexually immoral or unholy like Esau, who sold his birthright for a single meal. 17For you know that afterward, when he desired to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no chance
to repent, though he sought it with tears. 18For you have not come
to what may be touched, a blazing fire and darkness and gloom
and a tempest 19and the sound of a trumpet and a voice whose
words made the hearers beg that no further messages be spoken to
them. 20For they could not endure the order that was given, “If
even a beast touches the mountain, it shall be stoned.” 21Indeed, so
terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.” 22But
you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the
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...Read with
careful attention, ask God
to enlighten
you that you
may understand the
word and
obey it with
honest soul.
Do not neglect the divine services
in the church,
and do not let
the wicked
one come and
catch away
the word from
you while you
hear it, or
while you are
on your way
to your home.
I beseech you
by the love of
God and by
your precious
covenant of
baptism, obey
my advice,
keep the word
of the Lord in
your heart.
~ Nils
Laache,
Book of
Family
Prayer,
1883 A.D.

The Scriptures are full
of urgings to
men who are
still without
faith just as
the law and
the gospel go
out in all the
world to those
who are still
far from God.
The thought
is never that
man’s dead
powers are to
move and to
save him, but
the very
Word itself
offers what it
demands, bestows what it
requires,
brings those
it calls to
come...

heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 23and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in
heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect,24and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant,
and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood
of Abel. 25See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if
they did not escape when they refused him who warned them on
earth, much less will we escape if we reject him who warns from
heaven. 26At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has
promised, “Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also
the heavens.” 27This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal
of things that are shaken—that is, things that have been made—in
order that the things that cannot be shaken may remain. 28Therefore
let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken,
and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and
awe, 29for our God is a consuming fire.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

VERSE

GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 13th chapter.
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22[Jesus]

went on his way through towns and villages, teaching and
journeying toward Jerusalem. 23And someone said to him, “Lord,
will those who are saved be few?” And he said to them, 24“Strive to
enter through the narrow door. For many, I tell you, will seek to
enter and will not be able. 25When once the master of the house has
risen and shut the door, and you begin to stand outside and to
knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, open to us,’ then he will answer
you, ‘I do not know where you come from.’ 26Then you will begin
to say, ‘We ate and drank in your presence, and you taught in our
streets.’ 27But he will say, ‘I tell you, I do not know where you come
from. Depart from me, all you workers of evil!’ 28In that place there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham and
Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God but you
yourselves cast out. 29And people will come from east and west,
and from north and south, and recline at table in the kingdom of
God. 30And behold, some are last who will be first, and some are
first who will be last.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.

Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY
“The Day is Surely Drawing Near”
The Choir will sing Stanzas 3 & 5

… LSB #508

SERMON
“Striving Towards Eternity”

...“Struggle!”
says Jesus,
and in the
very saying of
his words
there was the
narrow door
that was open
to receive and
the power to
produce the
struggling
which is
called repentance, So Jesus cries,
“Believe!”
And by his
very call he
reaches out to
kindle faith.
~ R.C.H.
Lenski, Interpretation
of Luke,
1946 A.D.

Please be seated.

11

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM

Do you not
know that all
of us who
have been
baptized into
Christ Jesus
were baptized
into his
death? We
were buried
therefore with
him by baptism into
death, in order that, just
as Christ was
raised from
the dead
by the glory
of the Father,
we too might
walk in newness of life.

P:

In Holy Baptism, our gracious heavenly Father liberates us
from sin and death by joining us to the death and resurrection
of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen humanity; in the waters of Baptism we are reborn children of God
and inheritors of eternal life. By water and the Holy Spirit we
are made members of the Church which is the body of Christ.
As the holy apostles of the Lord declare, “Baptism now saves
you,” and “As many as have been baptized into Christ have
put on Christ.” Living with him and with his people, we grow
in faith, love, and obedience to the will of God.

P:

How are you named?

Sponsors: Reid John
P:

Reid John, receive the sign of the holy cross both upon your 
head and upon your  heart to mark you as one redeemed by
Christ the crucified.
In Christian love you have presented this child for Holy Baptism. You should, therefore, faithfully bring him to the services
of God’s house, and teach him the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed,
and the Ten Commandments. As he grows in years, you
should place in his hands the Holy Scriptures and provide for
his instruction in the Christian faith that, living in the promise
of Holy Baptism and in communion with the Church, he may
lead a godly life until the day of Jesus Christ. Is it your intention to serve Reid John as sponsors of this Christian faith?

~ Romans
6:3-4

Sponsors: Yes, with the help of God.
P:

God enable you to will and to do this faithful and loving work
and with His grace fulfill what we are unable to do.
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Reid John is taken to the font.
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: We give you thanks,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and you
created heaven and earth. By the gift of water you nourish and
sustain us and all living things.
By the waters of the flood, you condemned the unbelieving
and saved those whom you had chosen, Noah and his family.
You led Israel by the pillar of cloud and fire through the sea,
out of slavery into the freedom of the promised land. In the
waters of the Jordan your Son was baptized by John and
anointed with the Spirit. By the baptism of his own death and
resurrection your beloved Son has set us free from the bondage
to sin and death, and has opened the way to the joy and freedom of everlasting life. He hallowed water, making it a sign of
the kingdom and of cleansing and rebirth. In obedience to his
command, we make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that he who is here baptized may
be given new life. Wash away his sin, and bring him forth an
inheritor of your glorious kingdom.

To you be given praise and honor and worship through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now
and forever.
C: Amen
Please stand.
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P: Reid John, do you renounce the devil?
Sponsors: Yes, I renounce him.
P: Do you renounce all his works?
Sponsors: Yes, I renounce them.
P: Do you renounce all his ways?
Sponsors: Yes, I renounce them.
P: Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty?
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.
P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living
and the dead.
P: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life  everlasting. Amen
P:

Reid John, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Reid John is carried to the altar steps. Please be seated.
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you
P: Let us pray . . . God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we
give you thanks for freeing your sons and daughters from the
power of sin and raising them up to a new life through this
14

holy sacrament. Pour your Holy Spirit upon Reid John: the
Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and
might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the Spirit
of joy in your presence.
C: Amen
P:

Reid John, child of God, you have been sealed with the Holy
Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.

Elder: Let your light so shine before others that they may see your
good works and glorify your Father in heaven.
P:

O God, the giver of all life, look with kindness upon the father
and mother of this child. Let them ever rejoice in the gift you
have given them. Make them teachers and examples of righteousness and strengthen them in your Holy Spirit, that they may
share eternally with their children the salvation you have revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

Elder: Through Baptism God has made this new brother a member
of the priesthood we all share in Christ Jesus, that we may
proclaim the praise of God and bear his creative and redeeming Word to all the world.
C: We welcome you into the Lord’s family. We receive you as a
fellow member of the body of Christ, a child of the same heavenly Father, and a worker with us in the kingdom of God.
P:

We ourselves
were once foolish, disobedient, led astray,
slaves to various passions
and pleasures,
passing our
days in malice
and envy,
hated by others
and hating one
another. But
when the
goodness and
loving kindness of God
our Savior
appeared, he
saved us, not
because of
works done by
us in righteousness,
but according
to his own
mercy, by the
washing of
regeneration
and renewal of
the Holy
Spirit .
~ Titus 3:3-5

Peace be with you.

Reid John is carried to his place in the congregation.
Please kneel.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all creation according to its needs.
P: . . . Lord in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERTORY (sung by the Choir)
“A Multitude Comes from the East & the West”

… LSB #510

Please stand

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P: Let us pray . . . Merciful Lord,
C: we do not come to your table trusting in our own righteousness but in your manifold and great mercies. Grant us so to
eat the flesh of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, and so to drink
his blood that we may ever dwell in him, and he in us. Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

16

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising you
and saying:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, took
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, which is given
for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
17

If you have
the assurance
of a true faith,
you must not
become
proud, imagining that
you have
come to the
greatest
measure of
faith, nor demand that
you shall always have
this assurance and become impatient when
you lack it,
for you ought
to know that
it is God’s
purpose to
thus bring
you to a
greater measure of faith,
enabling you
to believe
without feelings and in
spite of feelings...

In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.”

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,
C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)
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Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. The pastor will hand
you the holy Body. Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed. Those
who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they come forward to ask for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which He
joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our faith,
binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

If you have
found that
your faith is
real and true,
then you may
thank and
praise the Lord
for this gracious refreshing. Let your
heart be
strengthened
thereby, but be
not puffed
up…
Behold, you
have a greater
faith, when
you are able to
believe without
consulting the
feelings of
your heart; for
God is greater
than your
heart (1 John
3:20)…

COMMUNION HYMNS (sung by all)
“Glorious Things of You Are Spoken”

… LSB #648

“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”

… LSB #643

Please stand after all have received the sacrament.
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(continued
next page)

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

(from previous page)
...Your faith
thus gains
stability and
certainty, for
the words of
promise are
irrevocable
and unfailing, while
your feelings
are changeable and unreliable.
~ Henric
Shartau
(died 1825
A.D)
“Sermon:
1st Sunday
after Epiphany”

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P:

We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have refreshed
us through this salutary gift, and we implore you that of your
mercy you would strengthen us through the same in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
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SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“Sent Forth By God’s Blessing”

… Gordon Young

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory
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A Prayer
As You Go
Washed by
Word and
water,
adopted to
be an heir of
the riches
and the
kingdom of
Jesus, my
Lord, grant
me the
grace, Heavenly Father,
to strive
faithfully
through the
narrow
door of salvation. Empower me
by Your
Spirit that I
may joyfully and
obediently
do all that
you ask of
me this
week and
all my life.
Amen.
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