
  

 

A Prayer 
Upon  
Entering 
Church 
Behold, O 
Lord, I come 
unto Thee, 
that it may 
be well with 
me through 
Thy gift, and 
that I may 
rejoice in Thy 
holy feast, 
which Thou, 
O God, has 
in Thy sweet-
ness pre-
pared for the 
poor.  Behold 
in Thee is all 
whatsoever I 
can or ought 
to desire; 
Thou art my 
salvation and 
my redemp-
tion, my 
hope and my 
strength, my 
honour and 
glory.  Amen                                                          
~ Thomas á 

Kempis, 
1418 A.D. 

The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 4, 2022 + 9:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.  We pause to calculate what we 
may need for a trip, a business venture, a party, or a building 
project, but do we consider what we need for following Jesus 
Christ?  We wake each day, not knowing where faith in Him 
may lead us.  Yet we know where it led many Christians before 
us: to the loss of everything, from family to fame and fortune.   
Does our Lord need to brush up the attractiveness of His move-
ment?  Or might He, the one who died and rose, know some-
thing about losing and gaining that brings us greater joy? 
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 
 Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Carl Boettcher for blessings received. 
 The flowers at the altar are sponsored by Hugh & Norma Curtis for the Beauty 

of God’s House. 
 The sponsor charts for Bulletins for the remainder of 2022 are available for you 

to sign up.  The chart is by the stairs by the northwest entry.  Praise be to God 
that all remaining dates for Radio Broadcasts and Flowers in 2022 have been 
sponsored!  Dates open for sponsorship in 2023 will be available later this year.  

 

To Share Your Offering 
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden of-
fering boxes built into the walls of the 
church.  Please see the map, where the boxes  
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher 
for assistance.   
 
This returns us to an older and beautiful tra-
dition of the Lutheran church in which offer-
ings are not collected during worship so as to 
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offer-
ings to us.   

1 2 
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PRELUDE   
Four Interpretations on “Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus”           
        … Paul Manz, Thomas Gieschen, 
               Michael D. Costello, Richard Hillert 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand. 
 

INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C: Amen 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.   
C: But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Please kneel.  Silence for reflection. 
 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve 
your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Jesus Christ is 
the first and 
true wor-
shiper in 
spirit and in 
truth.  He is 
the Head of 
the church, 
the Leader of 
the called.  In 
Him all wor-
ship is in 
spirit and 
truth, for He 
is the God-
ordained man 
to fulfill the 
Law on our 
behalf by dy-
ing the death 
without in 
any way mis-
trusting that 
God would 
raise Him 
from the dead.  
Jesus Christ 
perfects all 
worship in 
that He gives 
His life for the 
world . . . . 
 
[continued on 
next page] 
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P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for you 
and, for his sake, forgives you all your sins.  As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority,  I therefore 
forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 
 Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 
 
Please stand. 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN  
 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer”    … LSB #918 
 

GREETING  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
 
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 

Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

 
 
 
 
. . . . His wor-
ship is true, 
for He en-
trusted Him-
self to God, 
even in the 
death result-
ing from 
God's curse.  
He offered 
Himself to 
God in the 
spirit and 
through Him 
God con-
quered death 
for men.  God 
thereby does 
His full work 
of holy love: 
He over-
throws the 
kingdom of 
sin and death, 
and raises up 
new life that 
never dies.  
He gives the 
Spirit that 
this life in 
man may be 
full and free . 
. . .  
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P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 
and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

GLORIA 
P: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
. . . . Jesus' 
altar for offer-
ing His self-
oblation is the 
cross.  His life 
is the sacrifice 
He offers, in 
shape and 
content of the 
church's wor-
ship is union 
with Jesus 
Christ in His 
death and 
resurrection, 
effected by the 
Spirit 
through the 
High Priest's 
continuing 
intercession 
for the 
church. 
~ Pr. Ken-

neth Korby, 
“The 
Church at 
Worship,” 
taken from 
The Lively 
Function of 
the Gospel  
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SALUTATION  and  COLLECT 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Let us pray . . . O merciful Lord, You did not spare Your only 
Son but delivered Him up for us all. Grant us courage and 
strength to take up the cross and follow Him, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-
ever.  

C: Amen 
 
Please be seated. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
15“See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. 16If 
you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I com-
mand you today, by loving the Lord your God, by walking in his 
ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes and his 
rules, then you shall live and multiply, and the Lord your God will 

 
Amen is indeed 
one of the most 
important 
words in the 
world, for it 
expresses the 
agreement of 
the Church to 
follow Christ in 
His ascension 
to His Father, 
to make this 
ascension the 
destiny of man. 
It is Christ’s 
gift to us, for 
only in Him 
can we say 
Amen to God, 
or rather He 
himself is our 
Amen to God 
and the Church 
is an Amen to 
Christ. Upon 
this Amen the 
fate of the hu-
man race is 
decided. It re-
veals that the 
movement to-
ward God has 
begun.  
~ Alexander 

Schmemann,  
 For the  
 Life of the 

World,  
 1997 A.D. 
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bless you in the land that you are entering to take possession of 
it. 17But if your heart turns away, and you will not hear, but are 
drawn away to worship other gods and serve them, 18I declare to 
you today, that you shall surely perish. You shall not live long in 
the land that you are going over the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I 
call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set 
before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, 
that you and your offspring may live, 20loving the Lord your God, 
obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for he is your life and 
length of days, that you may dwell in the land that the Lord swore 
to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.”  

 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 1 
L: Blessèd is the man 

 who walks not in the counsel of the | wicked,* 
nor stands in the way of sinners, 
 nor sits in the seat of | scoffers; 

 

C: but his delight is in the law | of the LORD,* 
 and on his law he meditates | day and night. 

 

L: He is like a tree planted by streams of water 
that yields its fruit in its season, 
 and its leaf does not | wither.* 
In all that he does, he | prospers. 

 

C: The wicked | are not so,* 
 but are like chaff that the wind | drives away. 

 

L: Therefore the wicked will not stand in the | judgment,* 
 nor sinners in the congregation of the | righteous; 

 
C: for the LORD knows the way of the | righteous,* 

 but the way of the wicked will | perish. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spirituality is 
no different 
from what 
we’ve been 
doing for two 
thousand years 
just by going 
to church and 
receiving the 
sacraments, 
being baptized, 
learning to 
pray, and 
reading Scrip-
tures rightly.  
It’s just ordi-
nary stuff. 
~ Eugene  
 Peterson,  
 Spirituality 

for All the 
Wrong Rea-
sons 
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All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,* 
  and to the Holy |Spirit; 
  as it was in the be- |ginning,* 
  is now, and will be forever.  | Amen 
 

EPISTLE   Philemon 1-21 
1Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Phi-
lemon our beloved fellow worker 2and Apphia our sister and Ar-
chippus our fellow soldier, and the church in your house: 3Grace to 
you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4I 
thank my God always when I remember you in my prayers, 5be-
cause I hear of your love and of the faith that you have toward the 
Lord Jesus and all the saints, 6and I pray that the sharing of your 
faith may become effective for the full knowledge of every good 
thing that is in us for the sake of Christ. 7For I have derived much 
joy and comfort from your love, my brother, because the hearts of 
the saints have been refreshed through you. 8Accordingly, though I 
am bold enough in Christ to command you to do what is re-
quired, 9yet for love’s sake I prefer to appeal to you—I, Paul, an old 
man and now a prisoner also for Christ Jesus— 10I appeal to you for 
my child, Onesimus, whose father I became in my imprisonment. 11

(Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful to 
you and to me.) 12I am sending him back to you, sending my very 
heart. 13I would have been glad to keep him with me, in order that 
he might serve me on your behalf during my imprisonment for the 
gospel, 14but I preferred to do nothing without your consent in or-
der that your goodness might not be by compulsion but of your 
own free will. 15For this perhaps is why he was parted from you for 
a while, that you might have him back forever, 16no longer as a 
slave but more than a slave, as a beloved brother—especially to me, 
but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 17So if 
you consider me your partner, receive him as you would receive 
me. 18If he has wronged you at all, or owes you anything, charge 
that to my account. 19I, Paul, write this with my own hand: I will 
repay it—to say nothing of your owing me even your own 
self. 20Yes, brother, I want some benefit from you in the Lord. Re-
fresh my heart in Christ. 21Confident of your obedience, I write to 
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you, knowing that you will do even more than I say. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Please stand. 
 

VERSE 

 

 

 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 14th chapter. 

 
 
25Now great crowds accompanied [Jesus], and he turned and said 
to them, 26“If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father 
and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, 
and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 27Whoever does 
not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disci-
ple. 28For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit 
down and count the cost, whether he has enough to complete 
it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to 
finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 30saying, ‘This man began 
to build and was not able to finish.’ 31Or what king, going out to 
encounter another king in war, will not sit down first and deliber-
ate whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes 
against him with twenty thousand? 32And if not, while the other is 
yet a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of 

 

God is really 
the one who 
denies Him-
self and takes 
up our cross.  
But in an-
other sense, 
God does not 
deny Himself.  
God takes up 
His cross, 
because it 
belongs to the 
very nature 
and essence of 
God that He 
does not live 
for Himself, 
but He lives 
for us who 
deserted and 
denied Him.  
Even before 
we start 
thinking of 
how we 
should take 
up our 
crosses and 
follow Jesus, 
reflect first on 
the great 
mysteries . . . 
in which God 
denied Him-
self the glo-
ries of heaven 
for our sake. 
~ Rev. David   
   Scaer, 1989  

A.D.  
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peace. 33So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that 
he has cannot be my disciple. 34“Salt is good, but if salt has lost its 
taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? 35It is of no use either for 
the soil or for the manure pile. It is thrown away. He who has ears 
to hear, let him hear.” 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord.  

 
 

APOSTLES CREED  
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth. 
  
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was con-

ceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 
descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the 
dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen 

 
Please be seated. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
 “Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus”     … LSB #685 
 

SERMON  
“A Moment of Clarity—and Comfort” 

 

Please kneel. 

 
 
 
. . . By de-
priving your-
self of some-
thing that 
you really like 
or crave, you 
are forced to 
say “No” to 
yourself and 
that's the 
hardest thing 
to do . . . . 
More impor-
tantly, how-
ever, when 
we deprive 
ourselves, we 
focus within 
ourselves on 
how God de-
prived Him-
self for our 
sake.  We in-
ternalize the 
sufferings of 
Christ . . . . 
We know 
what it means 
to have Christ 
living within 
us. 
~ David  
   Scaer, 
   1989 A.D. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for 

all creation according to its needs. 
 

P: . . . Lord in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C: Amen 
 
Please be seated. 
 

OFFERTORY  “Take My Life and Let It Be”    … LSB #783 
 

Please stand 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . Merciful Lord,  
C: we do not come to your table trusting in our own righteous-

ness but in your manifold and great mercies.  Grant us so to 
eat the flesh of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, and so to drink 
his blood that we may ever dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The first call 
which every 
Christian 
experiences is 
the call to 
abandon the 
attachments 
of this world. 
~ Dietrich    
   Bonhoeffer,  
   in The Cost  
   of Disciple- 
   ship,  
   1937 A..D. 
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P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising you 
and saying:  

 

SANCTUS (“Holy”) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 
 

Hark ho! O 
ye hungry, ye 
thirsty and 
ragged, 
I am the true 
bread, and the 
water of life- 
 
Come here O 
ye filthy, ye 
crooked and 
cragged, 
And ye shall 
be cleansed 
and quell’d 
from your 
strife. 
 
Behold the 
bright Temple 
my God is 
erecting, 
A mansion 
for those who 
are filthy and 
poor; 
 
Its partments 
by Wisdom 
are now fast 
perfecting, 
Come enter 
ye needy, but 
I am the door. 
 
~ Shaker 

Hymn, A 
Collection 
of Millen-
nial Hymns  
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 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and  
 when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink  
 of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,  
C:  we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 
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Please be seated. 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  The pastor will 
hand you the holy Body.  Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.  
Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they 
come forward to ask for a blessing. 
 

Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-
mendous benefits.  His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 
and salvation. 
 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 
and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS   (sung by all) 
 “Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior”     … LSB #619 
 

 “Lord of All Hopefulness”      … LSB #738 
 
Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore you that of your 
mercy you would strengthen us through the same in faith to-
ward you and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus 
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 

BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Prayer  
As You Go 
You have 
granted me 
many bless-
ings; let me 
also accept 
what is hard 
from Your 
hand. Amen 
~ Dietrich 
   Bonhoeffer, 
   Prayers  
   from  
   Prison, 
   1944 A.D. 
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SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
Toccata from “Gothic Suite”          … L. Boëllmann 

 
 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 
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Serving at Worship 
Presiding: The Rev. Christopher S. Johnson 
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 
            (Pr. Gjerde to Bethany 10:30am) 
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 
Horn: Meagan Cihlar 
Radio Announcer: Dick Ames 
Lector: Jan Gaugush 
Acolyte: Madison Cornell 
Communion Assistants: Lois Jarosz, Grace Mueller 
Elder: Ken Rodemeier 
Altar Guild: Julie Sweeney, Natalie Sweeney 
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Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version © 
2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.  All rights 
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 

Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson 
Int. Assoc. Pastor Theodore B. Gulhaugen 

Kantor Irene Beethe 
Office Manager Jessica G. Ray 
Custodian Cody Augustine 

Deployed Chaplain Joseph C. Pinzl 
 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com 
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


