A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church
Lord Jesus…
Could there
be joy in
Your presence because
I regret my
actions and
am ashamed,
yet dare
come to You
because I
have no one
else to go to?
I’m coming,
Lord Jesus. I
dare come to
You because
You call sinners and receive them.
Praise be to
You, Friend
of publicans
and sinners!
~ Bo Giertz

The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 11, 2022 + 9:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. There’s a fair amount of absurdity
in today’s gospel lesson. What man having a hundred sheep
would leave ninety-nine behind to find the one? Few, if any!
What woman would throw a party after cleaning the whole
house to find one silver coin? Few, if any! Yet we can go even
further, as Jesus does: What sort of God would rejoice when just
one sinner repents? The true and only God would! He does! It
seems absurd, but it’s true, the Gospel and good news for sinners like us.

Sharing God’s Blessings Today







Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Tom & Emi Tranetzki in celebration
of their 16th wedding anniversary on September 10th and in loving memory of
all those who died on September 11th, 2001.
The flowers at the altar are sponsored by Carl Boettcher in loving memory of
what would have been Mavis’s 96th birthday on September 10.
The flowers at the lectern and pulpit are sponsored by Mark Lewitzke in honor
of what would have been his and Kathy’s 35th wedding anniversary on September 12th.
The sponsor charts for Bulletins for the remainder of 2022 are available for you
to sign up. The chart is by the stairs by the northwest entry. Praise be to God
that all remaining dates for Radio Broadcasts and Flowers in 2022 have been
sponsored! Dates open for sponsorship in 2023 will be available later this year.

Altar Area
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To Share Your Offering
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden offering boxes built into the walls of the
church. Please see the map, where the boxes
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher
for assistance.
This returns us to an older and beautiful tradition of the Lutheran church in which offerings are not collected during worship so as to
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offerings to us.
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PRELUDE
“Lord, Thee I Love With All My Heart”
“All Glory Be to God on High”

… Eatherton
… J.G. Walther

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand.

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen
P:

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Please kneel. Silence for reflection.
P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve
your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen
P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for you
and, for his sake, forgives you all your sins. As a called and
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The countless
number of
people transformed by the
life, death, and
resurrection of
Jesus Christ
in the early
years of Christianity was
nothing short
of phenomenal. The effects of those
transformations were
equally phenomenal.
Christ’s followers produced revolutionary
changes – socially, politically, economically,
and culturally.
~ Alvin
Schmidt,
How Christianity
Changed the
World,
2004. A.D.

What shall
we say,
then? Shall
we go on sinning so that
grace may
increase? By
no means!
We are those
who have died
to sin; how
can we live in
it any longer?
Or don’t you
know that all
of us who
were baptized into
Christ Jesus
were baptized
into his
death? We
were therefore
buried with
him through
baptism into
death in order
that, just as
Christ was
raised from
the dead
through the
glory of the
Father, we too
may live a
new life.
~ Romans
6:1-4

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the
 Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Please stand.

ENTRANCE HYMN
“Glory Be to God the Father”

… LSB #506

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

GLORIA
P: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
The Lord give
s strength to
his people;
the Lord bless
es his people
with peace.
~ Psalm
29:11
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Thought
should be
given to a
more extensive use of the
Word of God
among us.
We know that
by nature we
have no good
in us. If there
is to be any
good in us, it
must be
brought about
by God. To
this end the
Word of God
is the powerful means,
since faith
must be enkindled
through the
gospel, and
the law provides the
rules for good
works and
many wonderful impulses to attain them…

SALUTATION and COLLECT
P:

The Lord be with you.

P: Let us pray . . . Lord Jesus, You are the Good Shepherd, without whom nothing is secure. Rescue and preserve us that we
may not be lost forever but follow You, rejoicing in the way
that leads to eternal life; for You live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OLD TESTAMENT Ezekiel 34:11-24
11“For

thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for
my sheep and will seek them out. 12As a shepherd seeks out his
flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will I
seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where
they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick dark6

ness. 13And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them
from the countries, and will bring them into their own land. And I
will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all
the inhabited places of the country. 14I will feed them with good
pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing
land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich
pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be
the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down,
declares the Lord GOD. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back
the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the
weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in
justice. 17“As for you, my flock, thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I
judge between sheep and sheep, between rams and male goats. 18Is
it not enough for you to feed on the good pasture, that you must
tread down with your feet the rest of your pasture; and to drink of
clear water, that you must muddy the rest of the water with your
feet? 19And must my sheep eat what you have trodden with your
feet, and drink what you have muddied with your feet
20“Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, I, I myself
will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21Because you
push with side and shoulder, and thrust at all the weak with your
horns, till you have scattered them abroad, 22I will rescue my flock;
they shall no longer be a prey. And I will judge between sheep and
sheep. 23And I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant
David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their
shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant
David shall be prince among them. I am the LORD; I have spoken.”
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 119:169-176
L: Let my cry come before you, | O LORD;*
give me understanding according | to your word!
C: Let my plea come be- | fore you;*
deliver me according | to your word.
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...The more at
home the
Word of God is
among us, the
more we shall
bring about
faith and its
fruits.
~ Philip Jacob
Spener, Pia
Desideria,
1675 A.D.

L: My lips will | pour forth praise,*
for you teach me your | statutes.
C: My tongue will sing | of your word,*
for all your command- | ments are right.
Jesus receives
sinners. Only
sinners. The
sheep that
heedlessly or
perhaps in
stubbornness
and willfulness has run
away and can
only stray
farther into
danger, the
coin that lies
lifeless and
hidden in the
dust and can
do nothing
toward being
found, sinners who are
dead in trespasses and
sins and are
hostile to God
– these He
seeks...

L: Let your hand be ready to | help me,*
for I have chosen your | precepts.
C: I long for your salvation, | O LORD,*
and your law is | my delight.
L: Let my soul live and | praise you,*
and let your just decrees | help me.
C: I have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek your | servant,*
for I do not forget your com- | mandments.
All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,*
and to the Holy |Spirit;
as it was in the be- |ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen

EPISTLE 1 Timothy 1:12-17
12I

thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged me faithful, appointing me to his service, 13though
formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent.
But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith
and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15The saying is trustworthy and
deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world
to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. 16But I received mercy
for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life. 17To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.
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L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

VERSE

GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 15th chapter.

1Now

the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear
[Jesus]. 2And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This
man receives sinners and eats with them.” 3So he told them this
parable: 4“What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost
one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country,
and go after the one that is lost, until he finds it? 5And when he has
found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6And when he comes
home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to
them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was
lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who
need no repentance. 8“Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if
she loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the house and
seek diligently until she finds it? 9And when she has found it, she
calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me,
for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, there is
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...In His Gospel, Jesus
shows them
their lost condition and
invites them
to return. He
picks them up
out of the
mire, the
thorns, the
pitfalls in
which they lie
and carries
them back to
safety.
~ Meditations on the
Gospels,
1942 A.D.

joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.

APOSTLES CREED
God doesn’t
accept and
like all the
wrong things
that happen
on earth, but
He has mercy
on us all – as
we all do
wrong – and
allows us to
come to Him
and escape
from all the
wrong in the
world for
awhile. That’s
why God calls
sinners and
not the righteous...

P: Let us confess the faith with one heart:
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to
judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life  everlasting. Amen
Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY
“Jesus Sinners Doth Receive”

… LSB #609

SERMON
Please kneel.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all creation according to its needs.
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P: . . . Lord in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERTORY “Shepherd of Tender Youth”

.. LSB #864

Please stand

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P: Let us pray . . . Merciful Lord,
C: we do not come to your table trusting in our own righteousness but in your manifold and great mercies. Grant us so to
eat the flesh of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, and so to drink
his blood that we may ever dwell in him, and he in us. Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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...God loves
sinners, not
because they
sin, but because they are
His children
gone astray,
in trouble,
and threatened with
irreparable
misfortune if
they can’t
find their way
home. Just
because the
danger is so
great, the joy
will be that
much greater
in heaven
when one of
the lost finds
the way back.
~ Bo Giertz,
To Live
With
Christ,
1974 A.D.

P:

It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising you
and saying:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)

To trust Him
means, of
course, trying
to do all that
He says.
There would
be no sense in
saying you
trusted a person if you
would not
take his advice. Thus if
you have
really handed
yourself over
to Him, it
must follow
that you are
trying to obey
Him. But
trying in a
new way, a
less worried
way...

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.”
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LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,
C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)

...Not doing
these things
in order to be
saved, but
because He
has begun to
save you already. Not
hoping to get
to Heaven as
a reward for
your actions,
but inevitably
wanting to
act in a certain way because a first
faint gleam of
heaven is already inside of
you.
~ C.S. Lewis,
Mere Christianity,
1952 A.D.

Please be seated.
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DISTRIBUTION
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. The pastor will
hand you the holy Body. Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.
Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they
come forward to ask for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

COMMUNION HYMNS (sung by all)
“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”

… LSB #686

“I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb”

… LSB #740

Please stand after all have received the sacrament.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
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A Prayer
As You Go

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P:

We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore you that of your
mercy you would strengthen us through the same in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“Trumpet Tune”

… Purcell

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory
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O Jesus, sanctify me by
Your righteousness, by
Your merit
and Your
blood. Give
to me, who
by nature am
unholy, Your
holiness, that
clothed in it
as my most
beautiful
robe, I may
be able to
appear and
stand before
Your heavenly Father...O Holy
God, draw
me away
from the
world and
unite me to
You. Amen.
~ Johann F.
Starck

Serving at Worship
Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
Assisting: The Rev. Christopher S. Johnson
Preaching: The Rev. Joseph C. Pinzl
(Pr. Johnson to Bethany 10:30am)
Organist: Rod Riese
Radio Announcer: Dick Ames
Lector: Mark Gehrke
Acolyte: Wyatt Kulesa
Communion Assistant: Sally Christoffersen
Elder: Scott Schubring
Altar Guild: Jane Gjerde, Bonnie Waack
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Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever. (Psalm 125:1)
Church Telephone: 715-848-7286

To contact us by email:
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com

Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde
Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson
Kantor Irene Beethe
Office Manager Jessica G. Ray
Custodian Cody Augustine
Deployed Chaplain Joseph C. Pinzl
Pastor Emeritus Theodore B. Gulhaugen

To visit our webpage:
www.zionlutheranwausau.com
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com)
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core
www.lutherancore.org
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