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Remembering 
Examples of the faith in October 

October 7: St. Henry Melchior Muhlenberg 
Through Henry Melchior 
Muhlenberg, God shep-
herded Lutherans in early 
America and set a course for 
American Lutheranism that 
still influences it to this day.  
On September 23, 1742, 
Henry landed in the Ameri-
can colonies and ultimately 
settled in Pennsylvania.  
During his ministry, he es-
tablished the first American 
Lutheran synod, advocated 
for a uniform Lutheran lit-
urgy, tirelessly cared for his flock, and functioned as a 
bishop for many pastors. 
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Pastoral Letter 

From His fullness we have all received, grace upon 

grace .   ~ John 1:16 

 
 
Beloved Saints, 
 
This October, preaching at Zion turns to one of the Christian basics: 
grace. 
 
Life can seem like a lot of hard work—or maybe, a better way to put 
it: it can feel like a lot of effort.  People often think of faith that way, 
too, as though the joy and value of following Christ rests on how 
much effort we put into it.  “Yes, yes,” they say, “Christ died for us 
on the cross.  But now there’s some things for you to do.”   
 
Scripture teaches us a different way. 
 
It’s the way of grace.  God not only saves us by grace—that is, He 
delivers us from our sin and marks us for resurrection and life, all as 
a gift through Jesus Christ—but He also continues to deal with us, 
even now, through this same grace.  The Christian life is the art of 
learning to see all things, from daily work to suffering and even 
death, as a gift from His hand.  
 
“From His fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.”   
 
Such faith teaches us to think and speak very differently about God, 
church, and our life today.  It tunes our lips for the way of thanksgiv-
ing and joy, praise and adoration, invitation and encouragement.  
Doing turns into having; work into receiving.  In work we receive 
our neighbors and their needs; in Church we get back all that we’ve 
lost (even time!); in all of life we have God’s Son and Holy Spirit. 
 
It’s not just a good life; it is the only life.  It’s pure grace!   
 
Peace! 
Pastor Gjerde 



 4 

 

Grace Upon Grace 
The more we know God’s grace, the more we know 
God and the blessings of His kingdom.  Zion’s fall 
sermon series is exploring the grace of God in two 
parts: Saving Grace (October) and Saying Grace 

(November).  Coming up:  
 
October 9: Learning to See Grace.  Knowing about God’s grace 

is one thing; recognizing it in your life is another.  
Where does God’s grace come to us today? 

  

October 16: When You Can’t See Grace.  What do we do when 
we can’t see God’s grace in our lives?  Or, better: 
what is God doing, and what will He do?   

 
October 23:  Only Grace; Grace Alone.  It sounds good to say 

that we’re saved by grace alone, but do we fully un-
derstand that promise? 

 
 

 

Holy Communion  
Sunday:     9 & 11 AM  (sung) 
Monday-Friday: 12:15 PM  (spoken; 20 min.) 
Saturday:    5:15 PM  (sung) 
 

Live Radio Broadcast 
Sunday, 9 AM  +  WSAU 550 AM, 99.9 FM, 95.1 FM 
 

Online (Facebook Live-Stream, Website, YouTube) 

Morning Devotion:  8:30 AM, Monday-Friday 
Compline:   8:30 PM, Monday-Friday 

Liturgy         receiving the gifts 

Scripture Readings for Next Sunday (October 9) 
Old Testament: Ruth 1:1-19a 
Epistle:  2 Timothy 2:1-13 
Gospel:  Luke 17:11-19 
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Liturgy (continued)       receiving the gifts 

Two Upcoming Service Changes  
 

Sunday, October 9: Radio Broadcast on WRIG 1390 AM 

On this date only, because the Packers are playing in 
London, Zion’s live radio broadcast at 9 AM will be 
broadcast on WRIG 1390 AM.  It will return to 
WSAU 550 AM the next Sunday. 
 

Saturday, October 22: No 5:15 PM Worship 

Due to Zion’s hymn festival on October 22 (see be-
low), there will be no service at 5:15 PM that day.  It 
will resume at the normal time the next Saturday.    

 

Hymn Festival   

Join the combined choirs of Zion and Trin-
ity on Stewart for The Righteous Shall Live 

by Faith: A Hymn Festival on Romans, 

hosted by Zion on Saturday, October 22 

at 7:00 pm.   
 
In addition to the combined choirs, this joy-
ous event will feature a brass quartet, tim-
pani drum, and flute, as well as the voice of 
the congregation as we sing our way through St. Paul’s brilliant let-
ter to the Romans using hymns that proclaim its message.     

 

Dr. Jeffrey Blersch will be Zion’s guest organist for this festival.  
The Rev. Stephen Starke, who wrote several hymns in Zion’s hym-
nal, will provide commentary.   
 
Your voices will complete the “joyful noise” that will resound in our 
sanctuary.  Thanks be to God for the gift of faith in Jesus Christ and 
for this opportunity to extol that gift of faith through word and song.  
There is no charge to attend this event; goodwill offerings are 
gratefully accepted.   
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 Youth Education 
Sundays: Sunday School, 10:00 AM  (Pre-K through Grade 6) 
   
Wednesdays: Confirmation (Grade 7 and Older) 
 Please contact a pastor to enroll.   

 

Monthly: Pizza with the Pastor (High School) 
  5 PM on October 16 at Sam’s Pizza (Schofield) 
 

In-Person Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesdays: Bible Study, 9 AM: “The Acts of the Apostles” 
   
Thursdays: Men’s Bible Study, 7 AM: “Tough Guys” 
 

Sundays: Bible Study, 10:15 AM : “Faith Basics” 

 

Faith Basics: For New and Seasoned Members 
Join us for a survey of Christian faith and character as nurtured in 
the Lutheran church.  For current members as well as though consid-
ering membership.  Questions?  Call a pastor: 715-848-7286. 

Roof Project: Update 

To date, your generous contributions to Zion’s roof project 
has raised more than $62,000 since April and brought the 
Roof Fund to more than half of the targeted amount: 
 

Goal:   $525,000 (477,000 + a contingency fund)   
Raised: $272,000+  (+62,000 from April 1) 
 

Thanks be to God!  May God continue to raise up a bountiful harvest 
for this project, slated for January 2023.  Contributions may be desig-
nated for the “Roof Fund.” 
 

**If you give to Zion automatically through Vanco and would like to 

contribute to the Roof Fund, please contact the church office to set up 

your donation. 

Catechumenate         learning the gifts 
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Avery Kluck 

Cheryl Plautz 

Barb Ramker 

Mike Trzebiatowski 

Monthly Mission Emphases: 

 Lutheran World Relief — Goal:  $3,000 

 

Lutheran World Relief: 

Lutheran World Relief’s (LWR) mission 
is affirming God’s love for all people. 
They work with Lutherans and partners 
around the world to end poverty and hu-
man suffering. Empowered by God’s 
unconditional love in Jesus Christ, 
LWR’s vision is of a world in which each person, every community 
and all generations live in justice, dignity and peace. Historically. 
LWR’s influence reaches far and wide.  In 1945, LWR helped home-
less Lutherans in Europe following World War II.  In the early 
1950s, they were in Hong Kong, Korea and Bangladesh during those 
country’s years mired in strife.  During the 1970s and 80s, when 
civil wars and drought plagued Africa, LWR was there offering help 
and comfort in the promises of Christ.  And today, LWR is assisting 
families that have been affected by the earthquakes in Haiti. 

Outreach and Mercy         sharing and being the gifts 

Praying                       in our prayers this week  

Persecuted Christians in:  Burkina Faso, Tunisia, Oman 
 

Comfort, Healing, Recovery: 

Keith Borchardt The Derricks Family 

Terry Lach Emi Oshima Tranetzki 
 

Those who need our on-going prayers:  

Zion’s Homebound Members 
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Death 

Jeffery “Jeff” Zilisch fell asleep in the Lord on Sep-
tember 22 and now awaits the return of Christ and the 
resurrection of all flesh.  May God comfort Jeff’s fam-
ily and friends with the promise of resurrection in 
Christ. 
 

Funeral Meal Volunteers Needed 

Calling all men and women! Funeral meals are coming 
back after their Covid-related hiatus, and Zion needs 
fresh hands to help serve a meal to families who request 
one the day of the funeral of a loved one. For more infor-
mation, please contact the Church Office. 
 

Voters’ Meeting 

If you are a voting member of Zion, please plan to 
attend the next Voters’ Meeting on October 25 at 
7:00PM.  This meeting will include a vote to adopt a 
new constitution and bylaws for Zion. A council 
appointed committee was tasked earlier this year with updating the 
current documents to support Zion’s current governance and affilia-
tions and allow for future adjustments.   
 

The changes include: 

 References to the ELCA were removed and replaced with well-

established Lutheran tradition. 

 Language was updated to reflect Zion as it currently operates. 

 General ambiguities were clarified, redundancies removed, num-

bering updated and consistent language updated throughout 

both documents. 
 

The Church council has reviewed the proposed documents and is 
recommending approval by the voting members of the congregation. 
Copies of the proposed documents are available at the church office 
for your review prior to the Voters’ Meeting. 
 

New Portals of Prayer 

Copies of the October – December 2022 Portals of Prayer 
are now available.  Large print copies are also available.  If 
you cannot come to church to get a copy, call us to have one 
mailed to you. 
 
 

News & Events 
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News & Events 

Memorials and Other Gifts Received 

 In memory of Jeff Zilisch, Bob & Judy Anklam 
gave a gift to Zion’s Roof Fund. 

 In memory of Jeff Zilisch, Tom Zilisch gave a gift 
to Zion’s Roof Fund. 

 In memory of Inga Borchardt, Dave & Lori Torkko gave a gift 
to Zion’s Luther Square Fund. 

 In memory of Inga Borchardt, Gary & Kay Krall gave a gift to 
Zion’s Music Fund. 

 In memory of Doris Smith, Gary & Kay Krall gave a gift to 
Zion’s Roof Fund. 

 

Zion Altar Guild October Meeting  

Members and guests of Zion Altar Guild will 
meet on Tuesday, October 11 at 7:00pm.  All 
members are encouraged to attend, as we need to 
finalize our reorganized teams for the upcoming 
year.  Our yearly information booklets will be 
then be updated and printed for our members. 
 

Pastor Steven Gjerde will be our guest speaker.  He will give an 
overview of current procedures and present “How Did Zion Worship 
in the Past, and Why.” 
 

Members may pay their $10 dues at this meeting. 
 

Any Zion member is welcome to attend this meeting.  Please call the 
church office if you are going to attend. 
 

Hostesses are Pam Hoppe, Janet Dettmering and Bonnie Waack. 
 

Bags Needed Again: Homeless Mats Project 

The Homeless Mat crochet team has been hard at work 
making mats this past summer and fall. This means that 
they are in need of more plastic bags, and are asking for 
the congregation to donate plastic bags once again to con-
tinue their work throughout October and November!  Please donate 
clean shopping bags to the church office.  If you have any questions, 
call Lori Torkko: 715-216-3441. 
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       Strassenfest 2022 News 

  

T  H  I  S        W  E  E  K  E  N  D!! 
 

We can’t wait to see everyone enjoying this year’s Strassenfest on Oc-
tober 8! Donations are being accepted for the fest, and we’re searching 
for the next set of co-chairs to continue the legacy. Please contact 
chairs Lori and Dave Torkko at 715-216-3443 to ask questions, donate 
or volunteer. Follow our Facebook page at facebook.com/
ZionStrassenfest. Sie sehen im Oktober!!  
 

HOW TO DONATE or VOLUNTEER: Bring your donations to the 
Zion gym on Friday, October 7th. Feel free to price them prior to bring-
ing them. To volunteer, or if you have any questions, contact Strassen-
fest chairs Dave and Lori Torkko at 715-216-3443.  
 

HELP us ADVERTISE: At each church entrance and in the church 
office you will find color posters that you are free to take (as many as 
you want!) and pass out to your friends, families and co-workers.  
Also, the Yard Signs are also ready to pick up in the church office.  
Again, feel free to take several to place in your yard or other green 
spaces where you have permission. 
 

TICKETS are NOW AVAILABLE: Come to the church office dur-
ing the week from 8:00AM to 5:00PM to purchase tickets for the Swiss 
Steak Luncheon during Strassenfest on October 8.  Tickets for the 
luncheon are $15 ($18 at the door), $5 for children 5-10, and free for 
children 4 and under.  
 

BUY RAFFLE TICKETS: Items that are part of 
the Strassenfest Raffle are now on display in the 
church library. One such item is an exquisitely 
crafted quilt made and donated by Zion member 
Sue Ziebell. Thank you Sue!  There is also a 
Howard Miller mantle clock, two framed art 
prints and Depression Glassware.  You can pur-
chase raffle tickets ($5 each or $20 for 5) in the 
church office or at Strassenfest on October 8th.  
Tickets will be sold until December 10th.  The drawing will be on De-
cember 11th at 10:00AM, and you do not need to be present to win. 
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Sunday • October 9 (Pentecost 18)  
9:00 AM Holy Communion; Live Radio Broadcast,  
  WRIG 1390 AM (see pg. 5) 
10:00 AM Sunday School 
10:15 AM Bible Study 
10:15 AM Fellowship in the Church Hall 
11:00 AM Holy Communion 
5:00 PM Abendessen Social Hour 
6:00 PM Adendessen 
 

Monday • October 10  
8:30 AM Devotion, Facebook 
12:15 PM Holy Communion 
7:00 PM Mission Team 
8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 
 

Tuesday • October 11 (St. Philip the Deacon) 
8:30 AM Devotion, Facebook 
9:00 AM Bible Study 
10:30 AM Staff Meeting 
12:15 PM Holy Communion 
7:00 PM`` Altar Guild Meeting (see pg. 9) 
8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 
 

Wednesday • October 12  
8:30 AM Word at the Middle of the Week, Facebook 
12:00 PM  Music at Midday 
12:15 PM Holy Communion 
1:00 PM Homeless Mats 
6:30 PM  Vespers 
6:30 PM  Confirmation 
7:10 PM Handchimes 
8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 
 

Thursday • October 13  
7:00 AM Men’s Bible Study 
8:30 AM Devotion, Facebook 
10:00 AM Pastors’ Group 
12:15 PM Holy Communion 
6:30 PM Kantorei 
8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 
 

Friday • October 14  
12:15 PM Holy Communion 
Evening  Wedding Rehearsal 
8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 
 

Saturday • October 15 
1:30 PM Wedding 
5:15 PM Holy Communion 

Calendar     for the upcoming week 
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Where you can reach us: 

Church — 715-848-7286 

Fax — 715-848-7286 

Email —zion@zionlutheranwausau.com      

Web: zionlutheranwausau.com 

A member of Lutheran CORE 

 


