A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church
Hear my cry
for help, my
King and my
God, for to
you I pray. In
the morning,
Lord, hear
my voice; in
the morning I
lay my requests before
you and wait
expectantly…
I, by Your
great love,
can come
into your
house; in reverence I bow
down toward
Your Holy
Temple.
Amen
(Psalm 5:2-3, 7)

The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
October 16, 2022 + 9:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.
When someone intentionally ignores you over and over again,
the vast majority of us will, no doubt, quit trying to talk to them.
Why talk when the effort is futile? This may be our picture of
God when we’ve been praying for years, perhaps decades, for
His hand to move someone and nothing happens. “Is the Lord
ignoring me?” we might ask. Or, to use the language of our current sermon series, what do we do when we don’t see God’s
promised grace? The only thing we can do: wait on the Lord
knowing He is good and our help comes from Him.

Sharing God’s Blessings Today






Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by in loving memory of August H. Wendorf who died 8 years ago on November 13, by his wife, Delores; their children;
grandchildren; and great-grandchildren.
The flowers at the altar are sponsored by Donna Nuernberg in thanksgiving for
the blessing of Zion’s faithful and hard-working pastors. “We give thanks to God
always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers, remembering before our
God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord
Jesus Christ.” 1 Thess. 1:2-3
The sponsor charts for Bulletins for the remainder of 2022 are available for you
to sign up. The chart is by the stairs by the northwest entry. Praise be to God
that all remaining dates for Radio Broadcasts and Flowers in 2022 have been
sponsored! Dates open for sponsorship in 2023 will be available later this year.

Altar Area

1

To Share Your Offering
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden offering boxes built into the walls of the
church. Please see the map, where the boxes
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher
for assistance.
This returns us to an older and beautiful tradition of the Lutheran church in which offerings are not collected during worship so as to
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offerings to us.

2
Baptistery

Chapel

Nave

6

5

4

Narthex

2

3

PRELUDE
Variations on “Christ is Made the Sure Foundation”
… David N. Johnson

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand.

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen
P:

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

The Lord is
not slow in
keeping his
promise, as
some understand slowness. Instead
he is patient
with you, not
wanting anyone to perish,
but everyone
to come to
repentance.
~ 2 Peter 3:9

Please kneel. Silence for reflection.
P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve
your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen
P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for you
and, for his sake, forgives you all your sins. As a called and
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Jesus is explicit in telling us to be
persistent in
prayer over a
long period of
time, if necessary, as we
seek some
crucial breakthrough in
the cause of
righteousness
for his glory.
The point is
not to finally
break God’s
resistance but
to discover,
by patient
prayer, God’s
wisdom as to
the way and
time the
prayer should
be answered.
He is not disinclined to
help his children and glorify his
name...

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the
 Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Please stand.

ENTRANCE HYMN
“Christ is Made the Sure Foundation”

… LSB #909

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

GLORIA
P: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.

...He simply
knows better
than we do
when and
how the answer should
come. Therefore, our persistence in
prayer shows
both our confidence that
God is our
only hope and
that he will
act in the best
way and the
best time in
response to
our persistent
pleas.
~ John Piper,
What Jesus
Demands
From the
World,
2006 A.D.
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The 121st
psalm is a
psalm of comfort in which
the psalmist
comforts us
by his example, so that
we may remain strong
in faith and
wait for
God’s help
and protection. Although it appears as
though He
sleeps or
slumbers so
that we are
struck down
by the sun by
day and the
moon at
night, yet it is
not so,
though we
may think
and feel it...

SALUTATION and COLLECT
P:

The Lord be with you.

P: Let us pray . . . O Lord, almighty and everlasting God, You
have commanded us to pray and have promised to hear us.
Mercifully grant that Your Holy Spirit may direct and govern
our hearts in all things that we may persevere with steadfast
faith in the confession of Your name; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OLD TESTAMENT Genesis 32:22-30
22The

same night [Jacob] arose and took his two wives, his two female servants, and his eleven children, and crossed the ford of the
Jabbok. 23He took them and sent them across the stream, and every6

thing else that he had. 24And Jacob was left alone. And a man wrestled with him until the breaking of the day. 25When the man saw
that he did not prevail against Jacob, he touched his hip socket, and
Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26Then he
said, “Let me go, for the day has broken.” But Jacob said, “I will not
let you go unless you bless me.” 27And he said to him, “What is
your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28Then he said, “Your name
shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with
God and with men, and have prevailed.” 29Then Jacob asked him,
“Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my
name?” And there he blessed him. 30So Jacob called the name of the
place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my
life has been delivered.”
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 121
L: I lift up my eyes | to the hills.*
From where does my | help come?
C: My help comes | from the LORD,*
who made | heaven and earth.
L: He will not let your | foot be moved;*
he who keeps you will not | slumber.
C: Behold, he who keeps | Israel*
will neither slum- | ber nor sleep.
L: The LORD is your | keeper;*
the LORD is your shade on your | right hand.
C: The sun shall not strike | you by day,*
nor the | moon by night.
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….For God
watches and
keeps us secure
and does not
let the sun
strike us dead.
This we will
come to know
for certain at
last, though
we can now
only look forward to it.
~ Martin
Luther,
Summaries
of the
Psalms,
A.D. 1531

L: The LORD will keep you from all | evil;*
he will | keep your life.
C: The LORD will keep
your going out and your | coming in*
from this time forth and for- | evermore.
All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,*
and to the Holy |Spirit;
as it was in the be- |ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen
Jesus uses an
extreme case
to make a His
point. If even
an irreverent
and unrighteous judge will
finally heed
the plea of a
widow who
has no money
to bribe him
and no prestige or influence to sway
him, how
much the
more will not
a righteous
God give ear
to the prayers
of those
whom His
love has made
His elect and
vindicate
them speedily? ...

EPISTLE 2 Timothy 3:14—4:5
14As

for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly
believed, knowing from whom you learned it 15and how from
childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings,
which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in
Christ Jesus. 16All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17that the man of God may be competent, equipped for
every good work. 1I charge you in the presence of God and of
Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: 2preach the word; be ready in season and
out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience
and teaching. 3For the time is coming when people will not endure
sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for
themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 4and will turn away
from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. 5As for you,
always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.
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VERSE

GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 18th chapter.

1[Jesus]

told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to
pray and not lose heart. 2He said, “In a certain city there was a
judge who neither feared God nor respected man. 3And there was a
widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me
justice against my adversary.’ 4For a while he refused, but afterward he said to himself, ‘Though I neither fear God nor respect
man, 5yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will give her
justice, so that she will not beat me down by her continual coming.’” 6And the Lord said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge
says. 7And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day
and night? Will he delay long over them? 8I tell you, he will give
justice to them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes,
will he find faith on earth?”

...God will
keep faith,
Jesus says,
with those
who long and
pray for the
day of the Son
of Man; and
He concludes
with the
searching
question: Will
you keep
faith?
~ Martin
Franzman
Concordia
Self-Study
Commentary,
1947 A.D

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
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Truly, God
will provide
vindication
for His elect,
for those that
believe on
Him through
the power of
His means of
grace. But He
wants them
to continue in
prayer, in
calling to
Him, day and
night. He
may be leisurely in
coming to the
help of His
saints, He
may delay
His help for a
while; but
when His
hour comes,
the succor
which He
renders comes
suddenly. It
is a speedy
and glorious
deliverance
which they
experience.
The question
of God’s hearing prayer is
therefore beyond doubt...

APOSTLES CREED
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart:
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to
judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life  everlasting. Amen
Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY
“Lord of All Hopefulness”

… LSB #738

SERMON
“When You Can’t See Grace”
Please kneel.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all creation according to its needs.
P: . . . Lord in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
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Please be seated.

OFFERTORY (played by the Handbell Choir)
“Jesus Shall Reign”

… arr. Bill Ingram

Please stand

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P: Let us pray . . . Merciful Lord,
C: we do not come to your table trusting in our own righteousness but in your manifold and great mercies. Grant us so to
eat the flesh of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, and so to drink
his blood that we may ever dwell in him, and he in us. Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising you
and saying:
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...but the certainty of faith
in the case of
the people on
earth is not so
absolute.
With all the
temptations
of the last
days surrounding
them it will
be a very serious question,
from the
standpoint of
men, whether
faith in Jesus
Christ as the
Messiah of
the world will
still be found
at that time.
It will surely
be a matter of
God’s power
and mercy to
keep His elect
in the faith
until the end.
~ Paul
Kretzmann,
Popular
Commentary of the
Bible,
1921 A.D.

SANCTUS (“Holy”)
Never be
lacking in
zeal, but keep
your spiritual
fervor serving
the Lord.
Be joyful in
hope, patient
in affliction
faithful in
prayer.
~ Romans
12:11-12

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.”

LORD’S PRAYER
P:

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
12

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,
C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)

Praying in
faith does not
always mean
being sure
that the very
thing we ask
will happen.
But it does
always mean
that because
of Jesus we
trust God to
hear us and
help us in the
way that
seems best to
him. It may
mean that he
gives us just
what we ask,
or that he
gives us something better.
Will a father
give a son a
stone if he
asks him for
bread? No.
But neither
will he give
him bread if it
is moldy. He
may give him
cake...
[continued on
next page]

Please be seated.
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DISTRIBUTION

[from previous page]

...Sometimes
God’s answers will
overwhelm us
with their
excess. Other
times they
taste more
like medicine
than food and
will test our
faith that this
medicine is
really what
we need.
~ John Piper,
What Jesus
Demands
From the
World,
2006 A.D

The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. If you cannot use
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion
brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side chapel. Those not
communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

COMMUNION HYMNS
“Jesus Loves Me” (Handbell Choir)

… Katherine Larson

“Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness” (sung by all)

… LSB #636

“Father Most Holy” (sung by all)

… LSB #504

Please stand after all have received the sacrament.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
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A Prayer
As You Go

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P:

We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore you that of your
mercy you would strengthen us through the same in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“Psalm 19: The Heavens Declare”

… Benedetto Marcello

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory
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Lord, You
truly are our
Helper even
when it
seems as if
Your grace is
far away,
even if it
seems like
Your timing
is too slow.
Help me to
be patient.
Help me to
be persistent.
Help me to
persevere in
all things
knowing the
future I have
in Your grace
because of
Jesus my
Savior.
Amen.

Serving at Worship
Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
Preaching: The Rev. Christopher S. Johnson
(Pr. Gjerde to Bethany 10:30am)
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Musicians: Zion Handbell Choir
Vocalists: Sarah Gjerde, Brennan Hochberger, Ethan Hochberger,
Carter Kulesa, Vicky Radunz, Carol Rich,
Jim Speckhard
Radio Announcer: Scott Schubring
Acolyte: Hunter Renken
Lector: Jessica Ray
Communion Assistants: Ted Gulhaugen, Grace Mueller
Elder: Tim Pagel
Ushers: Sally Christoffersen, Landis Holdorf, Frank Rodemeier,
Tammie Rodemeier
Altar Guild: Connie Lemmer, Anna Mae Zeinemann
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Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever. (Psalm 125:1)
Church Telephone: 715-848-7286

To contact us by email:
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com

Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde
Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson
Kantor Irene Beethe
Office Manager Jessica G. Ray
Custodian Cody Augustine
Deployed Chaplain Joseph C. Pinzl
Pastor Emeritus Theodore B. Gulhaugen

To visit our webpage:
www.zionlutheranwausau.com
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com)
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core
www.lutherancore.org
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