
  

 

A Prayer 
Upon  
Entering 
Church 
Blessed are 
you, O Lord 
our God, for 
the triumph 
of Christ in 
the lives of 
your saints.  
Receive the 
prayers we 
offer this day 
and help us 
to run our 
course with 
faith, that we 
may swiftly 
come to your 
eternal king-
dom; 
through Je-
sus Christ 
our Lord.  
Amen. 
~ author  
 unknown 

Last Sunday of the Church Year 
November 20, 2022 + 9:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.  Our saving grace is God’s favor, 
shown to us in Jesus Christ.  Blessed by this divine grace, we “say 
grace” back to Him through thanksgiving, blessing Him for all 
His favor towards us.  This life of saying grace not only happens 
before or after meals, but in all of life as our thanksgiving 
grows—and here’s the surprising gift: through our thanksgiving 
to God, God actually favors us even more, keeping our hearts and 
minds watchful for His presence, like lamps lit and burning 
brightly. 
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 
 Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Jon & Beth Oestreich with joy and 

thanksgiving to help spread the good Word of God. 
 The flowers at the altar are sponsored by Tom Zilisch in loving memory of 

Weldon & Lorraine Zilisch. 
 The bulletins are sponsored by Donna Nuernberg in loving memory of her par-

ents, Ken & Vergie Nuernberg, who were married November 18th, 1930. 
 The sponsor charts for Radio Broadcasts, Flowers and Bulletins for 2023 are now 

available for you to sign up!  The charts are near the stairs by the northwest en-
try. 

 

To Share Your Offering 
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden of-
fering boxes built into the walls of the 
church.  Please see the map, where the boxes  
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher 
for assistance.   
 
This returns us to an older and beautiful tra-
dition of the Lutheran church in which offer-
ings are not collected during worship so as to 
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offer-
ings to us.   

1 2 

6 5 3 4 

 

Altar Area 

Chapel 
Baptistery 

Nave 

Narthex 
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PRELUDE   
Partita on “Thaxted”          … Jeffrey Blersch 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand and turn towards the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary. 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  
 “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”     … LSB #549 
 

GREETING  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The truth is of 
course that 
there is no 
journey. We 
are arriving 
and departing 
all at the same 
time.  
~ David 

Bowie 
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P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE 
L: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
When you and 
I pray, our 
voice is not 
our passport.  
Our word does 
not give us 
access.  But 
Jesus’ voice 
does.  Jesus’ 
word does.  
Jesus says, “In 
My cross, you 
are forgiven.”  
Jesus’ word 
says, “You 
have received 
right standing 
in heaven’s 
throne room 
because of My 
death and res-
urrection.”  
When we come 
to God, we 
come as His 
children.  We 
come as broth-
ers and sisters 
of the Lord 
Jesus . . .  
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SALUTATION  and  COLLECT 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. . . We can 
come boldly.  
We can ex-
pect, on the 
basis of God’s 
promises, to 
receive access.  
What a won-
derful privi-
lege!  What 
wonderful 
benefits!  
What a great 
God we serve!   
~ Jane L. 

Fryar 
 Armed & 

Dangerous: 
Praying 
with Bold-
ness, 1997 
A.D. 
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P: Let us pray . . . Lord Jesus Christ, You reign among us by the 
preaching of Your cross. Forgive Your people their offenses 
that we, being governed by Your bountiful goodness, may en-
ter at last into Your eternal paradise; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen 
 
Please be seated. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT  Isaiah 65: 17-25 
17“Behold, I create new heavens 
 and a new earth, 
and the former things shall not be remembered 
 or come into mind. 
18But be glad and rejoice forever 
 in that which I create; 
for behold, I create Jerusalem to be a joy, 
 and her people to be a gladness. 
19I will rejoice in Jerusalem 
 and be glad in my people; 
no more shall be heard in it the sound of weeping 
 and the cry of distress. 
20No more shall there be in it 
 an infant who lives but a few days, 
 or an old man who does not fill out his days, 
for the young man shall die a hundred years old, 
 and the sinner a hundred years old shall be accursed. 
21They shall build houses and inhabit them; 
 they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 
22They shall not build and another inhabit; 
 they shall not plant and another eat; 
for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, 
 and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 
23They shall not labor in vain 
 or bear children for calamity, 
for they shall be the offspring of the blessed of the LORD, 
 and their descendants with them. 

 
Oh, what their 
joy and their 
glory must be, 
 
Those endless 
Sabbaths the 
blessed ones 
see! 
 
Crowns for the 
valiant, to 
weary ones 
rest; 
 
God shall be 
all, and in all 
ever blest. 
 
We, where no 
trouble dis-
traction can 
bring, 
 
Safely the an-
thems of Zion 
shall sing; 
 
While for Your 
grace, Lord, 
their voices of 
praise 
 
Your blessed 
people shall 
evermore raise. 
 
~ Peter  
 Abelard, 

1079-1142 
A.D. 
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Because 
Jesus en-
dured our 
hell, God 
will never 
stand afar 
off from us. 
We will 
always be 
near Him, 
now and 
forever.  
~ Francis 

Rossow, 
Gospel 
Handles  

24Before they call I will answer; 
 while they are yet speaking I will hear. 
25The wolf and the lamb shall graze together; 
 the lion shall eat straw like the ox, 
 and dust shall be the serpent’s food. 
They shall not hurt or destroy 
 in all my holy mountain,” 
says the LORD. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 46 
L: God is our ref- | uge and strength,* 

 a very present help in | trouble. 
 

C: Therefore we will not fear though the | earth gives way,* 
 though the mountains be moved into the heart | of the sea, 

 

L: though its waters | roar and foam,* 
 though the mountains tremble at its | swelling. 

 

C: There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God,* 
 the holy habitation of the | Most High. 

 

L: God is in the midst of her; she shall | not be moved;* 
 God will help her when | morning dawns. 

 

C: The nations rage, the kingdoms | totter;* 
 he utters his voice, the | earth melts. 

 

L: The LORD of hosts is | with us;* 
 the God of Jacob is our | fortress. 

 

C: Come, behold the works | of the LORD,* 
 how he has brought desolations | on the earth. 
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L: He makes wars cease to the end | of the earth;* 
 he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 
 he burns the chariots | with fire. 

 

C: “Be still, and know that | I am God.* 
 I will be exalted among the nations, 
 I will be exalted | in the earth!” 

 

L: The LORD of hosts is | with us;* 
 the God of Jacob is our | fortress. 

 

All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,* 
  and to the Holy |Spirit; 
  as it was in the be- |ginning,* 
  is now, and will be forever.  | Amen 

 
EPISTLE   1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no 
need to have anything written to you. 2For you yourselves are fully 
aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 
3While people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sud-
den destruction will come upon them as labor pains come upon a 
pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 4But you are not in 
darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. 5For you 
are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night 
or of the darkness. 6So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us 
keep awake and be sober. 7For those who sleep, sleep at night, and 
those who get drunk, are drunk at night. 8But since we belong to 
the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and 
love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has not des-
tined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 10who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep 
we might live with him. 11Therefore encourage one another and 
build one another up, just as you are doing. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The church 
must be pre-
pared to see 
that the end 
times begin 
with the 
death and 
resurrection 
of Jesus. After 
this begin-
ning of the 
end, God’s 
grace will no 
longer come 
through ani-
mal sacrifices 
at the stone 
temple . . .  
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Please stand. 
 

VERSE 

 

 

 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 25th chapter. 

 
  
1[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who 
took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them 
were foolish, and five were wise. 3For when the foolish took their 
lamps, they took no oil with them, 4but the wise took flasks of oil 
with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became 
drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the 
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those virgins rose 
and trimmed their lamps. 8And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give 
us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise an-
swered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us and for you, 
go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ 10And while they 
were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were 
ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was 
shut. 11Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, 
open to us.’ 12But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know 
you.’ 13Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the 
hour.” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. . . Rather, 
his grace will 
come through 
what the Lord 
has instituted 
to be the wor-
ship life of the 
church: cate-
chesis, Bap-
tism, Lord’s 
Supper. This 
font of the 
church’s life 
prepares the 
people of God 
for the 
parousia, 
which could 
come at any 
time. 
~ Arthur A. 

Just, Jr. 
 Concordia 

Commen-
tary: Luke  
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P: The Gospel of the Lord.  

 
 

NICENE CREED  
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

C: I believe in one God, 
 the Father Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth 
 and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the only-begotten Son of God, 
 begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
 God of God, Light of Light, 
 very God of very God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 being of one substance with the Father, 
 by whom all things were made; 
 who for us men and for our salvation  
 came down from heaven 
 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
 and was made man; 
 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
 He suffered and was buried. 
 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

and ascended into heaven 
 and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
 And He will come again with glory  
 to judge both the living and the dead, 
 whose kingdom will have no end. 
  And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the Lord and giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son together  
 is worshiped and glorified, 
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 who spoke by the prophets. 
 And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church, 
 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
 and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
 and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
 “Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying”     … LSB #516 
 

SERMON  
“Saying Grace: Grace Doesn’t Say Too Much” 

 
Please kneel. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for 

all creation according to its needs. 
 

P: . . . Lord in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C: Amen 
 
Please be seated. 
 

OFFERTORY  “Psalm 9:1-12, 19-20” (sung by the Choir) 
I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart; 
 I will recount all of your wonderful deeds. 
I will be glad and exult in you; 
 I will sing praise to your name, O Most High. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The table 
awaits us at 
which our 
baptismal life 
is fed over 
and over 
again.  We 
have every 
reason to cry 
out in grati-
tude:  alle-
luia, alleluia! 
~ Balthasar 

Fischer, 
1912-2001 
A.D. 
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When my enemies turn back, 
 they stumble and perish before your presence. 
For you have maintained my just cause; 
 you have sat on the throne, giving righteous judgment. 
 
You have rebuked the nations;  
you have made the wicked perish; 
 you have blotted out their name forever and ever. 
The enemy came to an end in everlasting ruins; 
 their cities you rooted out; 
 the very memory of them has perished. 
 
But the LORD sits enthroned forever; 
 he has established his throne for justice, 
and he judges the world with righteousness; 
 he judges the peoples with uprightness. 
 
The LORD is a stronghold for the oppressed, 
 a stronghold in times of trouble. 
And those who know your name put their trust in you, 
 for you, O LORD, have not forsaken those who seek you. 
 
Sing praises to the LORD, who sits enthroned in Zion! 
 Tell among the peoples his deeds! 
For he who avenges blood is mindful of them; 
 he does not forget the cry of the afflicted. 
 
Arise, O LORD! Let not man prevail; 
 let the nations be judged before you! 
Put them in fear, O LORD! 
 Let the nations know that they are but men! 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever.  Amen 

 
 

 
 
 
 
The Sacra-
ment [of the 
Altar] is a 
proclamation 
of “the Lord’s 
death till He 
comes” (1 
Cor. 11:26). 
It therefore 
embraces both 
past and fu-
ture. The past 
is the imme-
diate past of 
the Lord’s 
death and 
resurrection, 
which how-
ever is tied to 
the more re-
mote past of 
“the blood of 
the cove-
nant” (Ex. 
24:8). The 
future is that 
of the Lord’s 
return, of the 
resurrection 
of the dead, 
and of the 
Wedding 
Feast of the 
Lamb and His 
Bride . . .  
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Please stand. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . Merciful Lord,  
C: we do not come to your table trusting in our own righteous-

ness but in your manifold and great mercies.  Grant us so to 
eat the flesh of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, and so to drink 
his blood that we may ever dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising you 
and saying:  

 
SANCTUS (“Holy”) 

 

 
. . . Here the 
restored Tree 
of Life (Rev. 
2:7; 22:2, 14, 
19) calls to 
mind the re-
motest past of 
the very be-
ginnings in 
Paradise. As 
the Way, the 
Truth, the 
Life, and the 
True Vine 
(Jn. 14:6; 
15:1), Our 
Lord Himself 
is the real 
Tree of Life. . . 
. Since the 
Eucharistic 
fruit of the 
vine is the 
Lord’s very 
blood, this 
Sacrament is 
the Veritable 
Tree of Life, 
the medicine 
of immortal-
ity, the way 
to our ulti-
mate destina-
tion. 
~ Kurt E. 

Marquart 
 Eucharist 

and Escha-
tology 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 

 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and  
 when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink  
 of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you are 
what you eat 
and you don't 
know what 
you're eating, 
do you know 
who you are? 
~ Claude Fis-

chler, soci-
ologist with 
the French 
National 
Center for 
Scientific 
Research 
(2004 A.D.) 
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the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,  
C:  we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please be seated. 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  If you cannot use the 
steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion brought 
to you, or you may go to the altar in the side chapel.  Those not communing 
may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing. 
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Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-
mendous benefits.  His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 
and salvation. 
 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 
and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS    
 “Christ First in Everything”         … Jeffrey Blersch 
  (sung by the Choir) 

 

 “By Grace I’m Saved” (sung by all)     … LSB #566 
 
Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have refreshed 

us through this salutary gift, and we implore you that of your 
mercy you would strengthen us through the same in faith to-
ward you and in fervent love toward one another; through Je-
sus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 

BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 

 

Please turn towards the cross as it is carried out of the sanctuary. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Prayer As 
You Go 
Remember, 
Lord, Your 
church, to 
save it from 
all evil and 
to make it 
perfect by 
Your love.  
Make it 
holy, and 
gather it to-
gether from 
the four 
winds into 
Your king-
dom which 
You have 
made ready 
for it.  For 
Yours is the 
power and 
the glory 
forever.  
Amen 
~ Didache, by 

100 A.D. 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN   
 “We Praise You & Acknowledge You”    … LSB #941 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
Festival Postlude on “Thaxted”         … David Howard Pettit 

 
 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 
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Serving at Worship 
Presiding: The Rev. Christopher S. Johnson 
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 
            (Pr. Johnson to Bethany 10:30am) 
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 
Trumpet: Kevin Short 
Choir: The Zion Kantorei 
Radio Announcer: Paul Beilke 
Lector: Lynn Budnik 
Acolyte: Nik Strand 
Communion Assistants: Sally Christoffersen, Lois Jarosz 
Elder: Scott Schubring 
Ushers: Don Budnik, Lynn Budnik, Jessica Pagel, Tyler Pagel 
Altar Guild: Jane Gjerde, Sarah Gjerde 
 

Acknowledgements 
The liturgy is reprinted from the Lutheran Service Book via Lutheran Ser-
vice Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House, unless otherwise indi-
cated.  Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.  
All rights reserved.  Used by permission.   
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 

Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson 
Kantor Irene Beethe 

Office Manager Jessica G. Ray 
Custodian Cody Augustine 
Deployed Chaplain Joseph C. Pinzl 
Pastor Emeritus Theodore B. Gulhaugen 
 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com 
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


