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Sharing God’s Blessings 
 Tonight’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Dick & Dianne Ames in thanksgiving 

for many blessings received. 
 The Bulletins are sponsored by Dan & Sue Gruetzmacher in loving memory of 

their son, Jeff Gruetzmacher, who passed 1 year ago on December 21st. 
 The fresh evergreen trees by the altar are donated anonymously by a grateful 

member of Zion.  The trees are decorated with chrismons, symbols of Christ, hand-
made by members of Zion. 

 Please refer to the bulletin insert for a listing of all who gave to the Christmas 
Decorating Fund. 

 

Zion’s Crèche in the Chapel 
The 19 figures in Zion’s crèche represent the first Christmas:  The Holy Family, the 
Shepherds and the Wise Men, the Animals, and the Angel of the Lord.  Hand-
carved for us by craftsmen in the Black Forest of Oberamergau, Germany, the fig-
ures are made from linden wood.  They were purchased in New York City in 1964 
by Rev. Dale Hansen, former Zion pastor (1961-1974).  Mrs. August C. (Ottille) 
Mueller, a member of Zion, donated the money for the carvings as a gift to the 
children of the parish.  Herbert Ladwig, a Zion parishioner, constructed the 
wooden stable in 1964. 
 

Welcome to the Liturgy of the Shepherds  
This service, the Liturgy of the Shepherds, is a time to adore.  Adoration is what the 
shepherds did when they ran to Bethlehem.  They knelt before the King of heaven, 
now born as a humble, human servant on earth, and they adored the little guy.  At 
this second service of Christmas, we do the same, coming to Jesus as He comes to us 
in the Holy Supper, still in His humble humanity of body and blood, to receive Him 
with thanksgiving, adoration, and praise.  Cover art: Adoration of the Shepherds, by Ger-
rit von Honthorst, Dutch painter, d. 1656 A.D., detail.   



3 

 

PRELUDE 
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 
Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary. 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  “Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful” 

 Oh, come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant! 
 Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem; 
 Come and behold him  Born the king of angels; 
 Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, 
 Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 

 The highest, most holy, Light of light eternal, 
 Born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 
 Son of the Father Now in flesh appearing! 
 Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, 
 Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 

 See how the shepherds, Summoned to his cradle, 
 Leaving their flocks, Draw nigh to gaze! 
 And we, rejoicing, Swiftly add our footsteps: 
 Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, 
 Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 

 Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation, 
 Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
 Glory to God In the highest: 
 Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, 
 Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

 
THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
That Jesus 
Christ is very 
God and very 
man, the only
-begotten Son 
of the Father, 
begotten of 
Him in eter-
nity, and 
born of the 
Virgin Mary 
in time, and 
the believers 
in Him are 
redeemed 
from sin and 
all evil—this 
is our Chris-
tian faith. 
This alone 
makes us 
Christians. 
 
~ Martin  
 Luther, Ser-

mons on the 
Gospel of 
Saint John 
1-4,  

 1537 A.D. 
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KYRIE 
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 

Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The most pre-
cious treasure 
and the 
strongest 
consolation 
we Christians 
have is this: 
that the 
Word, the 
true and 
natural Son 
of God, be-
came man, 
with flesh and 
blood like that 
of any other 
human; that 
He became 
incarnate for 
our sakes in 
order that we 
might enter 
into great 
glory... 
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GLORIA 
P: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
...that our 
flesh and 
blood, skin 
and hair, 
hands and 
feet, stomach 
and back 
might reside 
in heaven as 
God does, and 
in order that 
we might 
boldly defy 
the devil and 
whatever else 
assails us. We 
are convinced 
that all our 
members be-
long in 
heaven as 
heirs of 
heaven’s 
realm. 
 
~ Martin  
 Luther, Ser-

mons on the 
Gospel of 
Saint John 
1-4,  

 1537 A.D. 
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SALUTATION  and  COLLECT 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Let us pray:  O God, you made this holy night to shine with the 
brightness of the true Light.  Grant that here on earth we may 
walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day awake to 
the brightness of his glory; through your only Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

 
 
Please be seated. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT  Isaiah 9:2-7 
2 The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
on them has light shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation; 
you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
as with joy at the harvest, 
as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4For the yoke of his burden, 
and the staff for his shoulder, 
the rod of his oppressor, 
you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 
and every garment rolled in blood 
will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6For to us a child is born, 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is for men 
to accept and 
to enjoy and 
thereby to 
enter into a 
new relation 
to God; but 
whether they 
do so or not, 
the babe in 
Bethlehem 
means “peace 
on earth.” 
 
~ R.C.H. 

Lenski,  
 Interpreta-

tion of St. 
Luke’s Gos-
pel,  

 1946 A.D. 
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to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of his government and of peace 
there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.  

 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

GRADUAL 
L: To us a child is born, to us a son is given;  
 and the government shall be upon his shoulder.   
 And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,  
 Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.   
 Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things! 
 

EPISTLE  Titus 2:11-14 
11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all peo-
ple, 12training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, 
and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present 
age, 13waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of 
our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14who gave himself for us to 
redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people 
for his own possession who are zealous for good works. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand. 
 

 
 

 

 

 
The shep-

herds went 

back to their 
flocks but did 

so with deep, 

new emo-
tions. Like the 

angel host, 

they contin-

ued glorifying 
and praising 

God. What 

they began 
has continued 

ever since. 

 

~ R.C.H. 
Lenski,  

 Interpreta-
tion of St. 
Luke’s Gos-
pel,  

 1946 A.D. 
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VERSE 
L: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 For unto you is born this day in the city of David, 
 a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL   Luke 2: 15-20 
P: The Holy Gospel of our Lord, according to St. Luke, the 2nd 

chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shep-
herds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see 
this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to 
us.” 16And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and 
the baby lying in a manger. 17And when they saw it, they made 
known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 
18And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 
19But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her 
heart. 20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

NICENE CREED  
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 

 
  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light 
of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of 
one substance with the Father, by whom all things were 
made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 
Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 

 
The first peo-
ple to hear the 
message of 
the birth of 
Jesus were a 
group of 
shepherds 
who were 
close to the 
bottom of the 
social scale in 
their society. 
The shep-
herds heard 
and were 
afraid. Ini-
tially, they 
were probably 
frightened by 
the sight of 
the angels, 
but later they 
were asked to 
visit the 
child! From 
their point of 
view, if the 
child was 
truly the mes-
siah, the par-
ents would 
reject the 
shepherds if 
they tried to 
visit him! 
How could 
shepherds be 
convinced to 
expect a wel-
come? ... 
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Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day 
He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will 
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
whose kingdom will have no end. 

  
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Fa-
ther and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who 
spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remis-
sion of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the 
life  of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “All My Heart Again Rejoices” 
Soloist:  All my heart again rejoices as I hear, far and near, 
 sweetest angel voices. 

“Christ is born!” their choirs are singing till the air ev’ry-
where now with joy is ringing. 

 

Congregation: 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
…The angels 
anticipated 
this anxiety 
and told the 
shepherds they 
would find the 
baby wrapped 
(which was 
what peasants, 
like shepherds, 
did with their 
newly born 
children). Fur-
thermore, they 
were told that 
he was lying 
in a manger! 
That is, they 
would find the 
Christ child in 
an ordinary 
peasant home 
such as theirs. 
 
~ Kenneth 

Bailey,  
 Jesus 

Through 
Middle 
Eastern 
Eyes,  

 2008 A.D. 
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Soloist:  Softly from His lowly manger Jesus calls one and all, 
 “You are safe from danger.  
 Children, from the sins that grieve you. You are freed;  
 All you need I will surely give you.” 

 

Congregation: 

 

 

 

 
SERMON  “A Different Kind of Life” 
 

OFFERTORY   
 “O Holy Night”             … Adolphe Adam 
 
Please stand. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Blessed are you, heavenly Father, for the priceless gift of your 

Son, sent into our flesh to redeem the creation.  Grant that we 
may now so eat of his flesh and drink of his blood that we may 
ever dwell in him, and he in us. 

C: Amen 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 
Here is an-
other excel-
lent and help-
ful lesson, 
namely, that 
after the shep-
herds have 
been enlight-
ened and have 
come to a true 
knowledge of 
Christ, they 
do not run 
out into the 
desert...No, 
the shepherds 
continue their 
vocation, and 
in the proc-
ess, they also 
serve their 
fellow men. 
For true faith 
does not cre-
ate people 
who abandon 
their secular 
vocation and 
begin a to-
tally different 
kind of living. 
 
~ Martin  
 Luther,  
 Sermon for 

Christmas 
Day,  

 1534 A.D. 
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P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P: It is truly good, right and salutary . . . evermore praising You 

and saying: 
 

SANCTUS  (“Holy”) 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 

 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and  
 when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink  
 of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: The Word was made flesh 
C: and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth. 
 

AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 

 

 
 
 
When the 
fullness of 
time had 
come, God 
sent forth his 
Son, born of 
woman, 
born under 
the law, to 
redeem those 
who were un-
der the law, 
so that we 
might receive 
adoption as 
sons. And 
because you 
are sons, God 
has sent the 
Spirit of his 
Son into our 
hearts, cry-
ing, “Abba! 
Father!” 
 
~ Galatians 

4:4-6  
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DISTRIBUTION 
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  If you cannot use 
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion 
brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side chapel.  Those not 
communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing. 
 

Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-
mendous benefits.  His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 
and salvation. 
 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 
and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN  (sung by all) 
 “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”     … LSB #366 
 

 “The First Noel” 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Lord God 
said to the ser-
pent,  
 
“Because you 
have done this, 
cursed are you 
above all live-
stock and above  
all beasts of the 
field; on your 
belly you shall 
go, and dust you 
shall eat all the 
days of your life.  
I will put en-
mity between 
you and the 
woman, and be-
tween your off-
spring and her 
Offspring; He 
shall bruise your 
head, and you 
shall bruise His 
heel.” 
 
~ Genesis  
 3:14-15 
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 “Angels We Have Heard on High”     … LSB #368 
 
Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: Let us pray.  O God of wonder, we have tasted your goodness, 

and beheld your presence in the Word made flesh.  Shine forth 
his light in all we say and do, and fill the earth with your glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

C: Amen 
 

Please light your candles from the aisle candles. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Indeed the 

enemy [the 

devil] would 
not have been 

fairly van-

quished, 
unless it had 

been a man 

[born] of 
a woman who 

conquered 

him. For it 

was by means 
of a woman  

that he got 

the advantage 
over man at 

first, setting 

himself up as 
man's oppo-

nent. And 

therefore 

does the Lord 
profess Him-

self to be 

the Son of 
man, com-

prising in 

Himself that 

original man 
out of whom 

the woman  

was fash-
ioned... 
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HYMN  “Silent Night, Holy Night!” 
Soloist (in German): Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht!  
 Alles schläft, einsam wacht 

Nur das traute, hochheilige Paar.  
 Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar,  
 Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh,  
 Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh. 
 

Congregation: 

 

 

 

 

 

Please extinguish your candle, holding it upright until it cools. 
Place your candle in the baskets by the exits. 
 

BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
C:  Amen 

 
 

 

 

 
...in order that, 

as our species 

went down to 
death through 

a vanquished 

man, so we 
may ascend to 

life again 

through a vic-

torious one; 
and as through 

a man death 

received the 
palm [of vic-

tory] against 

us, so again by 
a man we may 

receive the 

palm against 

death. 
 

~ Irenaeus, 

Against 
Heresies, 

189 A.D. 
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Please turn toward the cross as it is carried out of the sanctuary. 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN  “Joy to the World” 

 

 

 

 

 

POSTLUDE 
 “Shepherd’s Dance”         … Richard Elliott 
 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 

 
 
 
 
 

A Prayer  
As You Go 
O Jesus, 
whom in 
spirit I be-
hold and 
gaze upon 
in the man-
ger, how 
lovely, how 
kind You 
are! Grant 
me grace 
never to 
forget You, 
but to keep 
You ever in 
my heart, 
on my lips, 
and before 
my eyes… 
Let my 
heart be 
Your man-
ger and 
Your 
dwelling in 
time and in 
eternity… 
Amen. 
 
 
~ Johann F. 

Starck  
 (died 1756 

A.D.) 
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Serving at Worship 
Presiding: Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 
Preaching: The Rev. Christopher S. Johnson 
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 
Flute: Jacob Roseman 
Piano: Molly Roseman 
Soloist: Karla Tennant 
Radio Announcer: Paul Fandrey 
Lector: Lynn Budnik 
Acolytes: Madison Cornell, Carter Kulesa, Wyatt Kulesa 
Communion Assistants: Sally Christoffersen, Vicky Radunz 
Elder: Scott Schubring 
Altar Guild: Sally Christoffersen, Pam Hoppe 
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Gradual:  Content from Lutheran Service Book: Altar Book copyright © 
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Verse: Content from Lutheran Service Book: Altar Book copyright © 2006 
Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. 
 
“The First Noel”: Text and Tune:  Public Domain. 
 
“Silent Night, Holy Night!”: Text and Tune: Public Domain. 
 
“Joy to the World”: Text and Tune: Public Domain. 
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 

Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson 
Kantor Irene Beethe 

Office Manager Jessica G. Ray 
Custodian Cody Augustine 
Deployed Chaplain Joseph C. Pinzl 
Pastor Emeritus Theodore B. Gulhaugen 
 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com 
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


