
  

 

A Prayer 
Upon  
Entering 
Church 
Amen!  
Come, Lord 
Jesus, and 
reign among 
us.  Come 
and shine 
light into our 
darkness and 
fill Your crea-
tion with 
Your glory, 
that your Fa-
ther be 
praised 
among us 
and Your 
Word trusted 
by all; for 
You live and 
reign with 
the Father 
and the Holy 
Spirit, one 
God, now 
and forever.  
Amen 

The Second Sunday in Advent 
December 4, 2022 + 9:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.  John the Baptist, whom we meet in 
today’s Scripture readings, once called himself the “friend of the 
Bridegroom” (John 3:29).   Who is the bridegroom?  He’s Jesus 
Christ, whose way John prepared.  As a groom pledges himself 
to the lifelong care of his bride, so has Christ pledged Himself to 
the Church.  We therefore await His coming as though waiting 
for a big wedding day: with hope and expectation, ready to feast 
with our Lord.  That hope carries us into something new: the life 
of our crucified and risen Savior. 
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 
 Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Deb Schuett.in memory of and in 

thankfulness for our loving, caring and sharing parents, Chuck and Verna  
 Schuett. 
 Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the Advent Season. 
 The sponsor charts for Radio Broadcasts, Flowers and Bulletins for 2023 are now 

available for you to sign up. The charts are near the stairs by the northwest en-
trance.  

 

Christmas Worship Schedule 
Please note that Christmas falls on a Sunday this year: 

 
Christmas Eve: 3 PM,  (simplified) Lessons and Carols 
 
   5 PM,  Festival of Lessons and Carols  
   8 PM,  Holy Communion (WSAU) 
 
Christmas Day: 9 AM,  Holy Communion (WSAU) 
    no 11 AM service 
 
Dec. 26-30:  No Daily Communion 
 
December 31:  5:15 PM: New Year’s Eve Worship 
 
January 1:  9 AM:   Holy Communion (WSAU) 
   11AM:   Holy Communion   
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PRELUDE   

A Selection of Hymns for Advent 2 
 
RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 
Please stand. 
 
INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C: Amen 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.   
C: But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
Please kneel.  Silence for reflection. 
 
P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve 
your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 
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P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for you 
and, for his sake, forgives you all your sins.  As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority,  I therefore 
forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 
 Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 
 
Please stand. 
 
ENTRANCE HYMN  
 “Prepare the Royal Highway”    … LSB #343 
 
GREETING  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
 
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 

Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Make ready 
the way of the 
Lord!”  Such 
preparation 
is spiritual, it 
consists in the 
deep convic-
tion and con-
fession that 
you are unfit, 
a sinner, 
poor, 
damned, and 
miserable 
with all the 
works you are 
able to do.  
Where this 
conviction is 
wrought, the 
heart is 
opened for 
the Lord’s 
entrance with 
His forgive-
ness and 
gifts.  
~ Martin  
  Luther 
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P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 
and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 
COLLECT 
P: Let us pray . . . Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the 

way of your only-begotten Son, that by his coming we may be 
enabled to serve you with pure minds; through the same Jesus 
Christ, our Lord; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 
Please be seated. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT  Isaiah 11:1-10 
1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a 
branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 2And the Spirit of the LORD 
shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 
Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of 
the LORD. 3And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall 
not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears 
hear, 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide 
with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth 
with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall 
kill the wicked. 5Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and 
faithfulness the belt of his loins. 6The wolf shall dwell with the 
lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the 

 
 
 
 
 
 
It is the grace 
of God . . . 
that we are 
not left alone 
in our dark-
ness and in 
our revolt, 
that God does 
not do to us 
that terrible 
thing which 
He has full 
right to do, 
that He does 
not “deliver 
us up.” In the 
darkness His 
light shines, 
and in our 
blindness that 
light strikes 
us, and in our 
shut-in-ness 
His voice still 
reaches us . . 
. The initia-
tive is all with 
Jesus, and not 
with us. 
~ Martin 

Franzmann, 
 1907-1976 

A.D.  
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calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child 
shall lead them. 7The cow and the bear shall graze; their young 
shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8The 
nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned 
child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. 9They shall not hurt or 
destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 10In that day the 
root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him 
shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALMODY  Psalm 72:1–7 
L: Give the king your justice, | O God,* 

 and your righteousness to the | royal son! 
 

C: May he judge your people with | righteousness,* 
 and your poor with | justice! 
 

L: Let the mountains bear prosperity for the | people,* 
 and the hills, in | righteousness! 
 

C: May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, 
 give deliverance to the children of the | needy,* 
 and crush the op- | pressor! 

 
L: May they fear you while the | sun endures,* 

 and as long as the moon, throughout all gener- | ations! 
 

C: May he be like rain that falls on the | mown grass,* 
 like showers that wa- | ter the earth! 
 

L: In his days may the righteous | flourish,* 
 and peace abound, till the moon | be no more! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Advent 
mystery is the 
beginning of 
the end of all 
in us that is 
not yet Christ. 
~ Thomas 

Merton,  
 1915-1968 

A.D. 
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All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,* 
  and to the Holy |Spirit; 
  as it was in the be- |ginning,* 
  is now, and will be forever.  | Amen 
 
EPISTLE   Romans 15:4-13 
4For whatever was written in former days was written for our in-
struction, that through endurance and through the encouragement 
of the Scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of endurance 
and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one an-
other, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6that together you may with one 
voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7There-
fore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the 
glory of God. 8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the cir-
cumcised to show God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm the prom-
ises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might 
glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I will praise 
you among the Gentiles, and sing to your name.” 10And again it is 
said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 11And again, “Praise 
the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him.” 12And 
again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will come, even he who arises 
to rule the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope.” 13May the God 
of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 
power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Please stand. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 



8 

 

 
 
GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 3rd chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of 
Judea, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3For this is 
he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, “The 
voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 
make his paths straight.’ ” 4Now John wore a garment of camel’s 
hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts 
and wild honey. 5Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region 
about the Jordan were going out to him, 6and they were baptized 
by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 7But when he saw 
many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said 
to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come? 8Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. 9And do not 
presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for 
I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for 
Abraham. 10Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every 
tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire. 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who 
is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not wor-
thy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 
12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing 
floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn 
with unquenchable fire.” 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Paul says:  
“Welcome 
one another 
as Christ wel-
comed you, 
for the glory 
of God.”  
Now welcom-
ing one an-
other means 
being willing 
to share one 
another’s 
thoughts and 
feelings, 
bearing one 
another’s 
burdens, and 
preserving 
the unity of 
the Spirit in 
the bond of 
peace.  This 
is how God 
accepted us 
in Christ.  
~ Cyril of 

Alexandria, 
376-444 
A.D.  
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NICENE CREED 
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 
C: I believe in one God, 
 the Father Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth 
 and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the only-begotten Son of God, 
 begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
 God of God, Light of Light, 
 very God of very God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 being of one substance with the Father, 
 by whom all things were made; 
 who for us men and for our salvation  
 came down from heaven 
 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
 and was made man; 
 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
 He suffered and was buried. 
 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

and ascended into heaven 
 and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
 And He will come again with glory  
 to judge both the living and the dead, 
 whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the Lord and giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son together  
 is worshiped and glorified, 
 who spoke by the prophets. 
 And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church, 
 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
 and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
 and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 Do you want 
the kingdom 
of heaven to 
be near you?  
Prepare these 
ways in your 
heart, in your 
senses and in 
your soul.  
Pave within 
you the way 
of chastity, 
the way of 
faith and  
…holiness.  
Build roads 
of justice.  
Remove every 
scandal of 
offense from 
your heart… 
Then, through 
the thoughts 
of your heart 
and the very 
movements of 
your soul, 
Christ the 
King will en-
ter along cer-
tain paths. 
~Chromatius, 
   400 A.D. 
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Please be seated. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY 
 “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”   … LSB #344 
 
SERMON  

“Something New” 
 
Please kneel. 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for 

all creation according to its needs. 
 
P: . . . let us pray to the Lord, 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C: Amen 
 
Please be seated. 
 
OFFERTORY  “What Hope an Eden Prophesied”   … LSB #342 
 

Please stand 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . Gracious Father, with this bread and cup, we 

remember the life our Lord offered for us.  Believing in the wit-
ness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share 
with us the great and promised feast. 

C: Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The bread in 
your cup-
board be-
longs to the 
hungry per-
son; the coat 
hanging un-
used in your 
closet belongs 
to the person 
who needs it; 
the shoes rot-
ting in your 
closet belong 
to the person 
with no 
shoes. 
~ Basil the 

Great,  
 329-379 

A.D. 



11 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising you 
and saying:  

 
SANCTUS (“Holy”) 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God saw the 
world falling 
to ruin be-
cause of fear 
and immedi-
ately acted to 
call it back 
with love.  
God invited it 
by grace, pre-
served it by 
love, and em-
braced it with 
compassion. 
~ Peter  
 Chryso-

logus,  
 380-450 

A.D. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 
 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and  
 when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink  
 of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.” 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen 

 
ACCLAMATION 
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,  
C:  we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To emphasize 
more the free 
gift of God, 
we do not say 
that we come 
to the king-
dom of God, 
but rather 
pray that it 
may come to 
us. For Christ 
speaks more 
plainly, "The 
kingdom of 
God has 
come to 
you" (Luke 
11:20) 
~ Martin 

Chemnitz,  
 1500s A.D. 
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Please be seated. 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  If you cannot use 
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion 
brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side chapel.  Those not 
communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing. 
 

Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-
mendous benefits.  His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 
and salvation. 
 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 
and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS   (sung by all) 
  “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”               … LSB #515 
    The choir will sing Stanzas 2 & 3 
    
   “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People“                      ... LSB #347 
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Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 
 
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  (“The Magnificat”) 

 

 

 

 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
C: Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a fore-

taste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s 
body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our 
days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, to-
gether with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the 
Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.Amen 

 
BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Post-
Communion 
Canticle that 
we use during 
Advent is the 
song that the 
Virgin Mary 
sang (Luke 
1:46) upon 
hearing that 
she would 
give birth to 
the Savior: 
“My soul 
proclaims the 
greatness of 
the Lord”.  
Mary lived in 
the expecta-
tion of her 
Son’s birth, 
and now, in 
Advent, we 
join her in 
that expecta-
tion and re-
new our hope 
in the Lord. 
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SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
“Rejoice, Rejoice Believers”   Benjamin M. Culli 

 
 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 

 
Serving at Worship 
Presiding: The Rev. Christopher S. Johnson 
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 
            (Pr. Johnson to Bethany 10:30am) 
Organist: Kantor Beethe 
Choir: Zion Kantorei 
Radio Announcer:  Jon Oestreich 
Lector: Jan Gaugush 
Acolyte: Hunter Renken 
Communion Assistants: Ted Gulhaugen, Keith Watson 
Elder: Ken Rodemeier 
Ushers: Janet Dettmering, Marty Dettmering, Andy Kieffer, Leah 

Keiffer 
Altar Guild: Pam Hoppe, Debra Thomas 
 
Acknowledgements 
The liturgy is reprinted from the Lutheran Service Book via Lutheran Ser-
vice Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House, unless otherwise indi-
cated.  Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Ver-
sion © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.  All 
rights reserved.  Used by permission.   
 
“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” and “My Soul Proclaims Your 
Greatness” are used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license 
#SB129062.  

 
 
A Prayer  
As You Go 
Father in 
heaven, 
the day 
draws near 
when the 
glory of your 
Son will 
make radiant 
the night of 
the waiting 
world.  May 
the lure of 
greed not 
impede us 
from the joy 
which moves 
the hearts of 
those who 
seek him. 
May the 
darkness not 
blind us to 
the visions of 
wisdom 
which fills 
the minds of 
those who 
find him.  
Amen 
~ an anony-

mous and 
ancient 
prayer 
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 
Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson 
Kantor Irene Beethe 
Office Manager Jessica G. Ray 
Custodian Cody Augustine 
Deployed Chaplain Joseph C. Pinzl 
Pastor Emeritus Theodore B. Gulhaugen 
 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com 
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


