
  

 

A Prayer 
Upon  
Entering 
Church 
Heavenly Fa-
ther, Your 
redeeming 
grace makes 
us heirs of 
Your glory 
that is from 
everlasting. 
Help us to 
always be 
mindful of 
this treasure 
and help us 
to overcome 
all things that 
may discour-
age us 
through a tri-
umphant 
faith. Bless us 
with Your 
presence this 
day that we 
would find 
peace in You. 
In Jesus’ 
name. Amen.  

The Third Sunday in Advent 
December 11, 2022 + 9:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.  
We all borrow things from time to time: money, clothing, tools, 
perhaps a car. We borrow things because we need to use some-
thing at a specific time for a specific purpose. John the Baptist, 
imprisoned and likely knowing his days were limited, was bor-
rowing hope and confidence from Jesus. He wanted to know Je-
sus truly was the Promised One. We too must borrow from Je-
sus. We need to borrow everything from Jesus—holiness, right-
eousness, true life, etc. And wonder of wonders, not only does 
Jesus allow this, but He gives what we need outright. 
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 
 Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Bob & Marilyn Stankowski in mem-

ory of her parents, Ehardt & Leona Liesch, and brother and sister-in-law, Dale & 
Sharon Liesch. 

 Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the Advent Season. 
 The sponsor charts for Radio Broadcasts, Flowers and Bulletins for 2023 are now 

available for you to sign up. The charts are near the stairs by the northwest en-
trance.  

 

To Share Your Offering 
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden of-
fering boxes built into the walls of the 
church.  Please see the map, where the boxes  
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher 
for assistance.   
 
This returns us to an older and beautiful tra-
dition of the Lutheran church in which offer-
ings are not collected during worship so as to 
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offer-
ings to us.   
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PRELUDE   
A Selection of Hymns for Advent 3 

 
RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand. 
 

INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C: Amen 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.   
C: But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
Please kneel.  Silence for reflection. 
 
P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve 
your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
His entire life 
on earth, from 
the cradle to 
the cross, is 
one unique, 
grand demon-
stration of a 
wonder be-
yond all rea-
son: the mira-
cle of divine 
forgiveness, of 
the justifica-
tion of the 
sinner. 
 
~ Hermann 

Sasse, 
“Luther’s 
Legacy to 
Christian-
ity,”  

 1946 A.D. 
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P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for you 
and, for his sake, forgives you all your sins.  As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority,  I therefore 
forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 
 Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 
 
Please stand. 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN  
 “Hark the Glad Sound”      … LSB #349 
 

GREETING  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
 
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 

Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

I have been 
crucified with 
Christ. It is 
no longer I 
who live, but 
Christ who 
lives in me.  
 
And the life I 
now live in 
the flesh I live 
by faith in the 
Son of God, 
who loved me 
and gave 
himself for 
me. 
 
~ Galatians 

2:20  
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P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 
and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

COLLECT 
P: Let us pray . . . Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our 

prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gra-
cious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 
Please be seated. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT  Isaiah 35:1-10 
 1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; 

the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus; 
2it shall blossom abundantly 
and rejoice with joy and singing. 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the Lord, 
the majesty of our God. 
3Strengthen the weak hands, 
and make firm the feeble knees. 
4Say to those who have an anxious heart, 
“Be strong; fear not! 
Behold, your God 
will come with vengeance, 

 
 
God chose 
what is low 
and despised 
in the world, 
even things 
that are not, 
to bring to 
nothing 
things that 
are so that no 
human being 
might boast 
in the pres-
ence of God. 
And because 
of him you 
are in Christ 
Jesus, who 
became to 
us wisdom 
from God, 
righteousness 
and sanctifica
tion and re-
demption, so 
that, as it is 
written, “Let 
the one who 
boasts, boast 
in the Lord.” 
 
~ 1 Corin-

thians  
 1:28-31 
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with the recompense of God. 
He will come and save you.” 
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6then shall the lame man leap like a deer, 
and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. 
For waters break forth in the wilderness, 
and streams in the desert; 
7the burning sand shall become a pool, 
and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, 
the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
8And a highway shall be there, 
and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; 
the unclean shall not pass over it. 
It shall belong to those who walk on the way; 
even if they are fools, they shall not go astray. 
9No lion shall be there, 
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
they shall not be found there, 
but the redeemed shall walk there. 
10And the ransomed of the Lord shall return 
and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
they shall obtain gladness and joy, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALMODY  Psalm 146  
L: Praise | the LORD!* 

Praise the LORD, | O my soul! 

 

C: I will praise the LORD as long | as I live;* 
 I will sing praises to my God while I have my | being. 

 

 
The 146th 
psalm is a 
psalm of 
thanks. It 
teaches at the 
same time 
that one 
should trust 
in God and 
not in 
princes, as 
the abomina-
ble world, 
flesh, and 
blood do. For 
God is the 
only one who 
can truly help 
in all kind of 
need, and He 
helps so that 
it can really 
be called be-
ing helped. 
Human help 
is so uncer-
tain and does 
not last. For 
we ourselves 
do not know 
the length of 
our life. 
 
~ Martin Lu-

ther, Sum-
maries of 
the Psalms, 
A.D. 1531 
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L: Put not your trust in | princes,* 
 in a son of man, in whom there is no sal- | vation. 

 

C: When his breath departs he returns | to the earth;* 
 on that very day his plans | perish. 

 

L: Blessèd is he whose help is the God of | Jacob,* 
 whose hope is in the | LORD his God, 

 

C: who made heaven and earth, 
 the sea, and all that is | in them,* 
who keeps faith for- | ever; 

 

L: who executes justice for | the oppressed,* 
 who gives food to the | hungry. 

 
C: The LORD sets the prisoners free; 

 the LORD opens the eyes | of the blind.* 
The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 
 the LORD loves the | righteous. 

 

L: The LORD watches over the sojourners; 
 he upholds the widow and the | fatherless,* 
 but the way of the wicked he brings to | ruin. 

 

C: The LORD will reign for- | ever,* 
 your God, O Zion, to all generations. | Praise the LORD! 

 

All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,* 
  and to the Holy |Spirit; 
  as it was in the be- |ginning,* 
  is now, and will be forever.  | Amen 
 

EPISTLE   James 5:7-11 
7Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See 
how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being pa-
tient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You also, 
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be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at 
hand. 9Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you 
may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. 10As 
an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets 
who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11Behold, we consider those 
blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfast-
ness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the 
Lord is compassionate and merciful. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Please stand. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 

 
 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 11th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
2When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent 
word by his disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to 
come, or shall we look for another?” 4And Jesus answered them, 
“Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their 
sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and 
the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to 
them. 6And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 7As they 
went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: 
“What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by 

The pulpit 
has become 
dishonored. It 
is esteemed as 
being of very 
little worth 
and of no es-
teem. Ah! We 
must always 
maintain the 
dignity of the 
pulpit. I hold 
that it is the 
Thermopylae 
of Christen-
dom. It is 
here the battle 
must be 
fought be-
tween right 
and wrong – 
not so much 
with the pen, 
valuable as 
that is as an 
assistant – as 
with the liv-
ing voice of 
earnest men, 
“contending 
for the faith 
once delivered 
unto the 
saints” [Jude 
v.3]. 
 
~ C.H. 

Spurgeon, 
“Preaching 
for the 
Poor,”  

 1857 A.D. 
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the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft 
clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 
9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and 
more than a prophet. 10This is he of whom it is written, “‘Behold, I 
send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way 
before you.’ 11Truly, I say to you, among those born of women 
there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one 
who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12From the 
days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suf-
fered violence, and the violent take it by force. 13For all the Proph-
ets and the Law prophesied until John, 14and if you are willing to 
accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15He who has ears to hear, let 
him hear.” 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

NICENE CREED 
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

C: I believe in one God, 
 the Father Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth 
 and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the only-begotten Son of God, 
 begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
 God of God, Light of Light, 
 very God of very God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 being of one substance with the Father, 
 by whom all things were made; 
 who for us men and for our salvation  
 came down from heaven 
 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
 and was made man; 
 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

 
 
 
 
What sur-
prise is it that 
the world to-
day despises 
the gospel 
and tramples 
righteous 
preachers? It 
was no differ-
ent for Christ 
and the apos-
tles, who not 
only preached 
the Word but 
performed 
great miracles 
the life of 
which we 
cannot do – 
we only 
preach the 
simple, vexa-
tious Word. 
 
~ Martin  
 Luther, 

“Sermon 
for the 
Third Sun-
day in Ad-
vent,”  

 1532 A.D. 
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 He suffered and was buried. 
 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

and ascended into heaven 
 and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
 And He will come again with glory  
 to judge both the living and the dead, 
 whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the Lord and giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son together  
 is worshiped and glorified, 
 who spoke by the prophets. 
 And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church, 
 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
 and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
 and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
 “Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding”    … LSB #345 
 The Choir will sing Stanza 1 

 The Congregation will sing Stanzas 2—5 

 

SERMON  
“Something Borrowed” 

 

Please kneel. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for 

all creation according to its needs. 
 

P: . . . let us pray to the Lord, 
C: Lord, have mercy. 

 
 
 
 
 
Living in me 
as He does, 
Christ abol-
ishes the Law, 
damns sin, 
and kills 
death; for at 
His presence 
all these can-
not help dis-
appearing. 
Christ is eter-
nal Peace, 
Comfort, 
Righteous-
ness, and 
Life…
Abiding and 
living in me, 
Christ re-
moves and 
absorbs all 
the evils that 
torment and 
afflict me... 
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P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C: Amen 
 
Please be seated. 
 

OFFERTORY   
 “Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending”     … LSB #336 
 

Please stand 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . Gracious Father, with this bread and cup, we 

remember the life our Lord offered for us.  Believing in the wit-
ness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share 
with us the great and promised feast. 

C: Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
...This attach-
ment to Him 
causes me to 
be liberated 
from the ter-
ror of the Law 
and of sin, 
pulled out of 
my skin, and 
transferred 
into Christ 
and into His 
kingdom, 
which is a 
kingdom of 
grace, right-
eousness, 
peace, joy, 
life, salvation 
and eternal 
glory. 
 
~ Martin Lu-

ther, Com-
mentary on 
Galatians, 
1535 A.D.  
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P: It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising you 
and saying:  

 

SANCTUS (“Holy”) 

 

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 

 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and  
 when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink  
 of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

 
 
 
 
 
Christ is the 
Lover of those 
who are in 
anguish, sin, 
and death, 
and the kind 
of Lover who 
gives Himself 
for us and 
becomes our 
High Priest, 
that is, the 
One who in-
terposes Him-
self as the 
Mediator be-
tween God 
and us miser-
able sinners. I 
ask you what 
could be said 
that would be 
more joyful 
and happy 
than this? ... 
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Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,  
C:  we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 

 

 

 
Please be seated. 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  If you cannot use 
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion 
brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side chapel.  Those not 
communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing. 
 

Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
...If all this is 
true – and it 
must be true 
or otherwise 
the whole 
Gospel is false 
– then surely 
we are not 
justified by 
the righteous-
ness of the 
Law, much 
less by our 
own right-
eousness. 
 
~ Martin Lu-

ther, Com-
mentary on 
Galatians, 
1535 A.D. 
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He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-
mendous benefits.  His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 
and salvation. 
 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 
and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS   (sung by all) 
 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”     … LSB #338 
 

 “Once He Came in Blessing”      … LSB #333 
 

 “Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord”     … LSB #352 
 
Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  (“The Magnificat”) 

 

 

 

 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
C: Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a fore-

taste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s 
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body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our 
days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, to-
gether with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the 
Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 

BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
“Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending”  
                … Benjamin Kolodziej 

 
 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Prayer 
Before You 
Go 
You, O 
Lord, are 
my help in 
time of 
need. You 
guard  me 
in danger 
and keep 
me from 
evil. Thanks 
and praise 
to You for 
Your merci-
ful kind-
ness. With-
draw not 
Your hand 
from me be-
cause of our 
sins, but re-
member 
Your great 
mercy, and 
let Your 
grace and 
help be with 
me at all 
times, 
through Je-
sus Christ. 
Amen. 
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Serving at Worship 
Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 
Preaching: The Rev. Christopher S. Johnson 
            (Pr. Reiff to Bethany 10:30am) 
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 
Choir: Janean Andrus, Cyndi Reuter, Judie Urbanek, 
 Anna Mae Zeinemann 
Radio Announcer: Dick Ames 
Lector: Mark Gehrke 
Acolyte: Noah Harter 
Communion Assistants: Sally Christofferson, Rob Kittel 
Elder: Tim Pagel 
Ushers: Sally Christophersen, Landis Holdorf, Frank Rodemeier 
  Tammy Rodemeier 
Altar Guild: Janet Dettmering, Debra Thomas 
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The liturgy is reprinted from the Lutheran Service Book via Lutheran Ser-
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cated.  Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.  
All rights reserved.  Used by permission.   
 
“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” and “My Soul Proclaims Your 
Greatness” are used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license 
#SB129062.  
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Christmas Worship Schedule 
Please note that Christmas falls on a Sunday this year: 

 

 

Christmas Eve: 3 PM,  (simplified) Lessons and Carols 

   5 PM,  Festival of Lessons and Carols  

   8 PM,  Holy Communion (WSAU) 

 

Christmas Day: 9 AM,  Holy Communion (WSAU) 

    No 11 AM Service 

 

Dec. 26-30:  No Daily Communion 

 

December 31:  5:15 PM: New Year’s Eve Worship 

 

January 1:  9 AM:   Holy Communion (WSAU) 

   11AM:   Holy Communion   


