
  

 

A Prayer  
Upon Enter-
ing Church 
God our Fa-
ther, you sent 
your Son to 
free mankind 
from the 
power of 
death.  May 
we who cele-
brate the 
coming of 
Christ as man 
share more 
fully in His 
divine life, 
for He lives 
and reigns 
with you and 
the Holy 
Spirit, one 
God, for ever 
and ever.  
Amen. The Fourth Sunday in Advent 

December 18, 2022 + 9:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.  Joseph was preparing for his big 
day, a wedding to gentle Mary.  Yet God had another day in 
mind for this holy couple: the Day of salvation.  That Day has 
dawned for us in the good news of Mary’s Son, and we will see 
its brightest rays when our Lord comes again.  As we prepare 
for that Day, we look to Joseph and Mary to know how we shall 
live and believe in God.  God called them to no mere human 
morality, but to a divine righteousness that astounds the world. 
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 
 Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Don & Lynn Budnik in honor of 

Zion’s volunteers and in thanksgiving for all Zion’s blessings over the past year. 
 The Bulletins are sponsored by Robert & Mary Steffen in honor of their 5th wed-

ding anniversary on December 18th. 
 Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the Advent Season. 
 The sponsor charts for Radio Broadcasts, Flowers and Bulletins for 2023 are now 

available for you to sign up. The charts are near the stairs by the northwest en-
trance.  

 

To Share Your Offering 
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden of-
fering boxes built into the walls of the 
church.  Please see the map, where the boxes  
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher 
for assistance.   
 
This returns us to an older and beautiful tra-
dition of the Lutheran church in which offer-
ings are not collected during worship so as to 
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offer-
ings to us.   

1 2 
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PRELUDE   
A Selection of Hymns for Advent 4 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand. 
 

INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C: Amen 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.   
C: But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
Please kneel.  Silence for reflection. 
 
P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve 
your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

 

 
Don’t say 
goodbye to the 
Fourth Sun-
day in Advent 
too quickly.  
This day is the 
sweetest day 
you’ll ever 
have.   
 
It’s the day 
that’s right 
before The Big 
Day-We’re-
All-Waiting-
For.  It’s the 
day in which 
the joy of the 
festival is so 
close, we can 
feel it, and the 
mere promise 
of its arrival is 
enough to 
warm and 
cheer us.  This 
Sunday is the 
day when 
most of the 
waiting is 
behind us, and 
all of the feast 
is ahead of us. 
 
In short, to-
day is the day 
that most 
closely resem-
bles the whole 
Christian life.   
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P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for you 
and, for his sake, forgives you all your sins.  As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority,  I therefore 
forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 
 Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 
 
Please stand. 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN  
 “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”    … LSB #356 
 

GREETING  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
 
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 

Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

There they 
are, printed 
before your 
eyes: the 
words for 
which Christ 
died and shed 
His blood: “I 
forgive you 
all your 
sins.”  Those 
words are not 
the pastor’s 
words, but 
Christ’s 
words, spoken 
to you in His 
stead and by 
His command 
(John 20:23).  
Jesus was 
born so that 
these words 
could be spo-
ken to you 
with the au-
thority of 
One who has 
died and risen 
again.   
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P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 
and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

COLLECT 
P: Let us pray . . . Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help 

us by Your might, that the sins which weigh us down may be 
quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen 
 

Please be seated. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT  Isaiah 7:10-17 
10Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the Lord your 
God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I 
will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.” 13And he said, 
“Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, 
that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give 
you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 
shall call his name Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey when 
he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For before 
the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land 
whose two kings you dread will be deserted. 17The Lord will bring 
upon you and upon your people and upon your father’s house 
such days as have not come since the day that Ephraim departed 
from Judah—the king of Assyria.”  

 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
That glorious 
form, that 
light unsuf-
ferable,  
 
And that far-
beaming blaze 
of majesty 
 
Forsook the 
courts of ev-
erlasting day, 
 
And chose 
with us a 
darksome 
house of mor-
tal clay. 
 
~ John Mil-

ton (d. 1674 
A.D.), “On 
the Morn-
ing of 
Christ’s 
Nativity” 
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PSALMODY  Psalm 24 
L: The earth is the LORD’s and the full- | ness thereof,* 

 the world and those who | dwell therein, 
 

C: for he has founded it up- | on the seas* 
 and established it upon the | rivers. 

 

L: Who shall ascend the hill | of the LORD?* 
 And who shall stand in his | holy place? 

 

C: He who has clean hands and a | pure heart,* 
 who does not lift up his soul to what is false 
 and does not swear de- | ceitfully. 

 

L: He will receive blessing | from the LORD* 
 and righteousness from the God of his sal- | vation. 

 

C: Such is the generation of those who | seek him,* 
 who seek the face of the God of | Jacob. 

 

L: Lift up your heads, O gates! 
 And be lifted up, O | ancient doors,* 
 that the King of glory | may come in. 

 

C: Who is this King of | glory?* 
 The LORD, strong and mighty, 
 the LORD, mighty in | battle! 

 

L: Lift up your heads, O gates! 
 And lift them up, O | ancient doors,* 
 that the King of glory | may come in. 

 

C: Who is this King of | glory?* 
 The LORD of hosts, 
 he is the King of | glory! 

 

 

 
 
 
Who shall 
ascend the 
hill of the 
Lord?  “He 
who . . . .”  
Who is this 
He?  It is not 
you or I or 
some other he 
or she, but the 
one, singular 
He who alone 
had clean 
hands and a 
pure heart: 
Jesus Christ, 
the King of 
glory.  He 
ascended the 
hill of the 
Lord, and 
there He 
found a cross 
waiting for 
Him.  Yet 
now He has 
established a 
new city, holy 
Zion, to 
which all 
those made 
clean by His 
grace may 
come with 
heads lifted 
high. 
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All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,* 
  and to the Holy |Spirit; 
  as it was in the be- |ginning,* 
  is now, and will be forever.  | Amen 
 

EPISTLE   Romans 1:1-7 
1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for 
the gospel of God, 2which he promised beforehand through his 
prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3concerning his Son, who was de-
scended from David according to the flesh 4and was declared to be 
the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his 
resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom 
we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedi-
ence of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, 6includ-
ing you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 7To all those in 
Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace to you 
and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Please stand. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 

 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 1st chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
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18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his 
mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came to-
gether she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19And 
her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to 
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these 
things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 
saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your 
wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
21She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what 
the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he 
did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 
25but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called 
his name Jesus. 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord.  
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

NICENE CREED 
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

C: I believe in one God, 
 the Father Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth 
 and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the only-begotten Son of God, 
 begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
 God of God, Light of Light, 
 very God of very God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 being of one substance with the Father, 
 by whom all things were made; 
 who for us men and for our salvation  

 
 
 
Come to me, 
Beloved,  
 
Babe of Beth-
lehem 
 
Lay aside thy 
scepter 
 
And thy dia-
dem. 
 
Come to me, 
Beloved, 
 
Light and 
healing bring; 
 
Hide my sin 
and sorrow 
 
Underneath 
thy wing. 
 
Bid all fear 
and doubting 
 
From my soul 
depart, 
 
As I feel the 
beating 
 
Of thy hu-
man heart… 
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 came down from heaven 
 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
 and was made man; 
 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
 He suffered and was buried. 
 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

and ascended into heaven 
 and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
 And He will come again with glory  
 to judge both the living and the dead, 
 whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the Lord and giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son together  
 is worshiped and glorified, 
 who spoke by the prophets. 
 And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church, 
 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
 and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
 and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”     … LSB #357 
 

SERMON  
“Something Blue” 

 

Please kneel. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for 

all creation according to its needs. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
. . . Hide from 
me the pity 
 
Of the sera-
phim 
 
They, so pure 
and spotless 
 
I, so stained 
with sin. 
 
Only thee, 
Beloved, 
 
Only thee, I 
seek. 
 
Thou, the 
man Christ 
Jesus 
 
Strength in 
flesh made 
weak. 
 
~ D. M  
 Dolben 
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P: . . . let us pray to the Lord, 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C: Amen 
 
Please be seated. 
 

OFFERTORY  (played by the Handbell Choir) 
 “Alleluia! He Comes to Us”              … Michael R. Keller 
 

Please stand 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . Gracious Father, with this bread and cup, we 

remember the life our Lord offered for us.  Believing in the wit-
ness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share 
with us the great and promised feast. 

C: Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The cry of 
distress of a 
humanity at 
odds with 
itself and 
with God—
“Lord, make 
us one!”—
finds an an-
swer at the 
table of the 
unifying 
bread of life.  
As Augustine 
wrote:  In 
uno estote, 
unum 
estote, unus 
estote—“be 
in the one 
Lord, be one 
body, be 
united as 
one.” 
~ Photina 

Rech,  
 Wine and 

Bread  
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P: It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising you 
and saying:  

 

SANCTUS (“Holy”) 

 

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 

 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and  
 when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink  
 of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.” 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,  
C:  we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 

 

 

 
Please be seated. 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  If you cannot use 
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion 

 
 
 
 
 
The Agnus 
Dei: This 
beautiful 
communion 
hymn was 
introduced 
into the lit-
urgy by Pope 
Sergius I, 
about A.D. 
700 . . . . In 
the Lutheran 
conception 
the Agnus is 
closely con-
nected with 
the distribu-
tion and has a 
strongly sac-
ramental in-
terpretation.  
It is no so 
much a re-
newed confes-
sion of sin as 
a means of 
spiritual com-
munion with 
the Christ 
who is di-
rectly ad-
dressed . . . . 
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brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side chapel.  Those not 
communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing. 
 

Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-
mendous benefits.  His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 
and salvation. 
 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 
and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS   (sung by all) 
 “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”     … LSB #366 
 

 “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”     … LSB #398 
 

 “O Little Town of Bethlehem”     … LSB #361 
 
Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  (“The Magnificat”) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. . . The refer-
ence to Christ 
as a lamb re-
calls to the 
worshiper not 
only the sacri-
ficial charac-
ter of his 
death, but also 
his freedom 
from guilt, his 
patience and 
gentleness, 
and his volun-
tary submis-
sion to suffer-
ings and 
death . . . The 
Agnus Dei is 
found in prac-
tically all the 
Lutheran 
church orders. 
~ Luther D. 

Reed,  
 The Lu-

theran Lit-
urgy,  

 1947 A.D. 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a fore-

taste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s 
body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our 
days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, to-
gether with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the 
Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 

BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
Toccata on “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”   … John A. Behnke 

 
 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Prayer  
as You Go 
Lord, fill 
our hearts 
with your 
love, and 
as you re-
vealed to 
us by an 
angel the 
coming of 
your Son as 
man, so 
lead us 
through 
His suffer-
ing and 
death to 
the glory of 
His resur-
rection, for 
He lives 
and reigns 
with you 
and the 
Holy Spirit, 
one God, 
for ever 
and ever.  
Amen. 
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Serving at Worship 
Presiding: The Rev. Christopher S. Johnson 
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 
            (Pr. Johnson to Bethany 10:30am) 
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 
Musicians: Zion Handbell Choir 
Choir: Sarah Gjerde, Brennan Hochberger, Ethan Hochberger, 
 Vicky Radunz, Carol Rich, Marilyn Schubring 
Radio Announcer: Dick Ames 
Lector: Robert Hochberger 
Acolyte: Brennan Hochberger 
Communion Assistants: Ted Gulhaugen, Steve Zeinemann 
Elder: Keith Watson 
Ushers: Don Budnik, Lynn Budnik, Jessica Pagel, Tyler Pagel 
Altar Guild: Sally Christoffersen, Pam Hoppe 
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Christmas Worship Schedule 
Please note that Christmas falls on a Sunday this year: 

 

 

Christmas Eve: 3 PM,  (simplified) Lessons and Carols 

   5 PM,  Festival of Lessons and Carols  

   8 PM,  Holy Communion (WSAU) 

 

Christmas Day: 9 AM,  Holy Communion (WSAU) 

    No 11 AM Service 

 

Dec. 26-30:  No Daily Communion 

 

December 31:  5:15 PM: New Year’s Eve Worship 

 

January 1:  9 AM:   Holy Communion (WSAU) 

   11AM:   Holy Communion   


