
  

 

 
A Prayer  
Upon Enter-
ing Church 
The Light  
of God  
before me.  
The Light  
of God  
behind me.  
The Light  
of God  
above me.  
The Light  
of God  
beside me.  
The Light  
of God  
within me.  
~ from the 

Prayer of  
 St. Patrick  

The Feast of the Circumcision & Name of Jesus 
January 1, 2023 + 9:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.  Every morning is a new year for 
the Christian, with the sin of the previous day buried in Christ 
as we rise to serve Him in a new day.  That “daily new year” 
comes to us through the name of Jesus, the name that means 
“THE LORD SAVES.”  Our Lord Jesus Christ is our Savior, who 
does not come simply to “improve” us but to deliver us and 
give us a joy that nothing can take away.  
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 

 The poinsettias are received from the Christmas Decorating Fund.  A special in-
sert, listing those who contributed to the Decorating Fund, was included in the 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day bulletins.  Extra insert forms are on the tables 
in the narthex and reception area. 

 The sponsor charts for 2023 for Radio Broadcasts, Flowers and Bulletins are avail-
able for you to sign up.  The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry. 

 

To Share Your Offering 
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden of-
fering boxes built into the walls of the 
church.  Please see the map, where the boxes  
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher 
for assistance.   
 
This returns us to an older and beautiful tra-
dition of the Lutheran church in which offer-
ings are not collected during worship so as to 
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offer-
ings to us.   

1 2 
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Altar Area 

Chapel 
Baptistery 

Nave 

Narthex 
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PRELUDE 

“O God, Our Help in Ages Past”           … Manz 
“Cold December Flies Away”                  … Kolander 

 

Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary. 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  “Cold December Flies Away” 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
O Jesus, light 
of all below, 
the fount of 
life and fire, 
surpassing all 
the joys we 
know, all that 
we can desire: 
May every 
heart confess 
your Name, 
forever you 
adore, and, 
seeking you, 
itself inflame 
to seek you 
more and 
more! 
~Bernard of 
  Clairvaux, 
  1091-1153 
  A.D. 
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GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE  
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 

Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During 
these days 
when the 
world rev-
els, we 
gather in 
order to 
pray for 
them. 
~Augustine, 
  300’s A.D. 
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GLORIA 
P: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The words, 
“Glory to 
God in the 
highest, and 
peace to his 
people on 
earth,” are 
the words 
first sung by 
the angels to 
the shepherds 
on the eve of 
our Lord’s 
birth.  They 
are the very 
first 
“Christmas 
carol,” and 
now find 
their way 
from the an-
gels’ lips to 
ours as we, 
too, announce 
the reign of 
God on earth 
through 
Christ His 
Son.   
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Let us pray . . . Lord God, You made Your beloved Son, our 
Savior, subject to the Law and caused Him to shed His blood 
on our behalf. Grant us the true circumcision of the Spirit that 
our hearts may be made pure from all sins; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen 

 
Please be seated. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT  Numbers 6:22-27 
22The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 23“Speak to Aaron and his sons, 
saying, Thus you shall bless the people of Israel: you shall say to 
them, 

24The LORD bless you and keep you; 
25the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to 
you; 
26the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you 
peace. 

27“So shall they put my name upon the people of Israel, and I will 
bless them.” 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In (Jesus) you 
were circum-
cised with a 
circumcision 
made without 
hands, by 
putting off 
the body of 
flesh, by the 
circumcision 
of Christ, 
having been 
buried with 
Him in bap-
tism, in 
which you 
were also 
raised with 
Him through 
faith in the 
powerful 
working of 
God, who 
raised Him 
from the dead. 
~ Colossians 
    2:11-12 
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PSALMODY Psalm 8 
L: O LORD, our Lord, 

 how majestic is your name in | all the earth!* 
You have set your glory above the | heavens. 

 

C: Out of the mouth of babes and infants, 
you have established strength because | of your foes,* 
 to still the enemy and the a- | venger. 

 

L: When I look at your heavens, the work of your | fingers,* 
 the moon and the stars, which you have | set in place, 

 

C: what is man that you are mind- | ful of him,* 
 and the son of man that you | care for him? 

 

L: Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly | be-
ings* 
 and crowned him with glory and | honor. 

 

C: You have given him dominion over the works | of your 
hands;* 
 you have put all things under | his feet, 

 

L: all sheep and | oxen,* 
 and also the beasts | of the field, 

 
C: the birds of the heavens, and the fish | of the sea,* 

 whatever passes along the paths | of the seas. 
 

L: O | LORD, our Lord,* 
 how majestic is your name in | all the earth! 

 

All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,* 
  and to the Holy | Spirit; 

  as it was in the be- |ginning,* 
  is now, and will be forever.  | Amen 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The light of the 
Name of Jesus 
pours through 
the heart, to 
irradiate the 
universe, a 
foretaste of 
that final 
transfigura-
tion in which 
God shall be 
all in all. 
~Evelyn 
  Underhill, 
  1937 A.D. 



8 

 

EPISTLE Galatians 3:23-29 
23Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, im-
prisoned until the coming faith would be revealed. 24So then, the 
law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be 
justified by faith. 25But now that faith has come, we are no longer 
under a guardian, 26for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, 
through faith. 27For as many of you as were baptized into Christ 
have put on Christ. 28There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is nei-
ther slave nor free, there is neither male nor female, for you are all 
one in Christ Jesus. 29And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abra-
ham’s offspring, heirs according to promise.  
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 

Please stand. 

 

VERSE 

 

 

 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
21And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was 
called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived 
in the womb.  
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
Jesus is the 
Name we 
treasure; 
Name beyond 
what words 
can tell; 
Name of glad-
ness, Name of 
pleasure, ear 
and heart de-
lighting well; 
Name of 
sweetness, 
passing meas-
ure, saving 
us from sin 
and hell. 
~ Latin, 
   1400s A.D. 
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NICENE CREED 
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

C: I believe in one God, 
 the Father Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth 
 and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the only-begotten Son of God, 
 begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
 God of God, Light of Light, 
 very God of very God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 being of one substance with the Father, 
 by whom all things were made; 
 who for us men and for our salvation  
 came down from heaven 
 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
 and was made man; 
 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
 He suffered and was buried. 
 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

and ascended into heaven 
 and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
 And He will come again with glory  
 to judge both the living and the dead, 
 whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the Lord and giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son together  
 is worshiped and glorified, 
 who spoke by the prophets. 
 And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church, 
 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
 and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
 and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Dear Name!  
The rock on 
which I build, 
my shield and 
hiding place; 
my never fail-
ing treasury, 
filled with 
boundless 
stores of 
grace.  By 
thee my 
prayers ac-
ceptance gain 
although with 
sin defiled.  
The devil 
charges me in 
vain, and I 
am crowned a 
child. 
~John 
  Newton, 
  1725-1807 
  A.D. 
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Please be seated. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “Greet Now the Swiftly Changing Year” 
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SERMON 

“Free and Clear” 
 

Please kneel. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Trusting in our Lord Jesus Christ, the everlasting God and Son 

of Mary, let us pray. 
 
P: . . . O King of Kings, 
C: receive our prayer. 
 
P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

Please be seated. 

 

OFFERTORY  “A Great & Mighty Wonder”    … LSB #383 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Blessed are you, heavenly Father, for the priceless gift of your 

Son, sent into our flesh to redeem the creation.  Grant that we 
may now so eat of his flesh and drink of his blood that we may 
ever dwell in him, and he in us. 

C: Amen 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

 
 
For Israel, 
God’s name 
had in it all 
that He had 
done for 
them.  When 
Abraham 
called on the 
name of the 
Lord, that 
name had in 
it God’s call 
and promise 
to him that 
changed eve-
rything for 
Abraham, 
who he was 
and what he 
was.  Every-
thing was 
bound on the 
name of the 
Lord . . . So 
His people 
call on His 
name.  He 
cannot desert 
His name and 
become an-
other sort of 
God than His 
name says 
and promises. 
~ Pr. Nor-

man Nagel,  
 1978 A.D.   
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P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising you 

and saying:  
 

SANCTUS  (“Holy”) 

 

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lord Jesus 
Christ, they 
named you 
with the faith 
that you had 
come to save.  
So we also 
call you by 
this lovely 
name of Jesus 
since you 
gave us to eat 
of your holy 
sacrifice.  
Forever feed 
us with this 
fruit of love.  
You are Lord 
forever more.  
Amen. 
~ anonymous 
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 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and  
 when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink  
 of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: The Word was made flesh 
C: and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth. 
 

AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

In Bethlehem, 

the house  

of bread,  
Jesus  

was born,  

the Church’s 
head. 

 

Within  
the Church, 

the house  

of bread, 

those born  
of Christ  

His flesh  

are fed. 
 

~ from a 

hymn by 

Chad Bird 
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Please be seated.   

 

DISTRIBUTION 
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  If you cannot use 
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion 
brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel.  Those 
not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing. 
 
Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which He 
joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-
mendous benefits.  His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 
and salvation. 
 
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 
and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN   
 “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”     … LSB #733 

 

Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
P: Let us pray.  O God of wonder, we have tasted your goodness, 

and beheld your presence in the Word made flesh.  Shine forth 
his light in all we say and do, and fill the earth with your glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 
BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
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Please turn toward the cross as it is carried out of the sanctuary. 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN   
 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”     … LSB #380 

 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”      … Diemer 

 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Serving at Worship 
Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 
           (Pr. Gulhaugen to Bethany at 10:30 am) 
Organist: Rod Riese 
Radio Announcer: Dick Ames 
Lector: Beth Oestreich 
Acolyte: Hunter Renken 
Communion Assistants: Keith Watson, Steve Zeinemann 
Elder: Tim Pagel 
Ushers: Janet Dettmering, Marty Dettmering, Andy Kieffer, 
  Leah Kieffer 
Altar Guild: Janet Dettmering 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
A Prayer 
As You Go 
Lord God, 
heavenly Fa-
ther, because 
you sent us 
your only-
begotten Son 
for our salva-
tion and gave 
him the name 
of Jesus, grant 
that we may 
begin the 
New Year 
trusting in his 
saving name 
and live all 
our days in 
his service 
and praise to 
the glory of 
his holy 
name; 
through 
Christ our 
Lord.  Amen 
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