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Remembering 
Examples of the faith in January 

January 26: St. Timothy 
St. Timothy was a companion of 
St. Paul on his missionary jour-
neys, and later the lead pastor of 
Christians in Ephesus. He 
proved a beloved companion to 
Paul, who refers to Timothy as 
his “son,” and would be instru-
mental in Paul’s communica-
tions with Corinth and the or-
ganization of the Ephesian 
church.  Paul wrote two letters 
to Timothy that are kept in the 
New Testament, in which we 
learn that Timothy was raised in the faith by a believing 
mother (Eunice) and grandmother (Lois) from childhood. 
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Pastoral Letter 

“You are fellow citizens with the saints and members 

of the household of God, built on the foundation of 

the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being 

the cornerstone.”        ~  Ephesians 2:19b-20 
 

 

Beloved Saints, 
 

 Whatever you expect Jesus to keep, He invariably shares. 
 
 His Father, His Spirit, His personal holiness, His resurrection 
and life, His body and blood, and yes, even His sufferings and death: 
all these things He shares with those who believe in Him.  He shares 
more than the most generous person on earth.  His standard for shar-
ing surpasses even the highest hopes of communists and kinder-
garteners. 
 
 So it comes as no surprise to find not only Jesus but also His 
prophets and apostles lying at the foundation of the Church. 
 
 This man, our gracious Lord, isn’t the type to keep His glory 
for Himself.  He came to found a Church, established firmly on His 
Word.  If He were the selfish sort, He’d have done it alone, never 
calling prophets and apostles to preach His Word.  But Jesus is the 
sharing sort.  He made His Word perfectly human: memorable, 
learnable, repeatable, speakable—sharable! 
 
 We Christians therefore trust not only our Lord Jesus but also 
His apostles and prophets. We love their words, trusting them to be 
His Word.  We gladly hear, read, learn, and “inwardly digest” what 
they have recorded in Scripture (as an old prayer beautifully puts it).  
We take their words, His Word, to be our bread of life. 
 
 For you, He shares everything, and holds nothing back.   
 
Peace! 
Pastor Gjerde 
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Liturgy               receiving the gifts 

Holy Communion  
Sunday:     9 & 11 AM  (sung) 
Monday-Friday: 12:15 PM  (spoken; 20 min.) 
Saturday:    5:15 PM  (sung) 
 

Live Radio Broadcast 
Sunday, 9 AM  +  WSAU 550 AM, 99.9 FM, 95.1 FM 
 

Online (Facebook Live-Stream, Website, YouTube) 

Morning Devotion:  8:30 AM, Monday-Thursday 
Compline:   8:30 PM, Monday-Thursday 
 

The Public Reading of Scripture: New “Lectionary” 
Where do those Bible readings used at worship come from?  How 
are they chosen?  Why are they chosen?   
 
For 1500 years, the Church has used lectionaries, or orderly sched-
ules of Bible readings, to govern its selection of lessons for worship.  
This way, a representative sampling of Scripture’s witness is pre-
sented to God’s people, and they are equipped with a fuller picture 
of His mighty works.   
 
Zion’s founders used the Historic Lectionary, a schedule of lessons 
with roots in the 500s A.D.  Starting this Lent (Ash Wednesday is 
February 22), and in preparation for Zion’s 150th Anniversary, Zion 
will return to its roots and begin using this “Historic Lectionary” 
through 2024.   
 
What are its features?  What blessings does it carry for the congrega-
tion?  Zion’s Sunday morning Bible study will cover these subjects 
through February 19th.  Come and enjoy!  
 

Scripture Readings for Next Sunday (January 29) 
Old Testament: Micah 6:1-8 
Epistle:  1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
Gospel:  Matthew 5:1-12 
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Catechumenate         learning the gifts 

Youth Education 
Sundays: Sunday School, 10:00 AM  (Pre-K through Grade 6) 
  Children gather first in the organ loft for music  
  They then proceed to class: 
  Pre-K to Grade 4 in the Fellowship Hall  
  Grades 5-6 in the Conference Room.   
  Instruction will end promptly at 10:50 AM.   
 
Wednesdays: Confirmation (Grade 7 and Older) 
 Please contact a pastor to enroll.   

 

Monthly: Pizza with the Pastor (High School) 
 A time for high school students to discuss faith and 

life around good food. Our next meeting is: 
  February 26, 12:30 PM 

  Winter Acolyte Refresher @ Zion 

 
In-Person Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesdays: Bible Study, 9 AM 

  “1 & 2 Timothy and Titus” 
   
Thursdays: Men’s Bible Study, 8 AM* 

  “Holy Baptism” 
   

Sundays: Bible Study, 10:15 AM: **NEW STUDY** 

 “Out Loud: The Public Reading of Scripture”  

 
Online and In-Home Study 
Wednesdays: Word at the Middle of the Week, 8:30 AM 

 Live-Streamed and Posted to Website  
 
Monthly: “The Shepherd’s Voice” 

 Included the end of each month with 

this newsletter (for the next month). 
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Praying                       in our prayers this week  

Persecuted Christians in: Burkina Faso, Niger, Bhutan 
 

Missionaries: Chris & Janine Pluger, Lutheran Bible Translators 
 

Comfort, Healing, Recovery: 

Bruce Brandenburg 

The Holdorf families on the death of Linda’s mother, Marcene Scully 

Cheryl Plautz & her son, Scott Pichelman,  

on the sudden death of his wife, Beth Steffen 
 

Those who need our on-going prayers:  

Zion’s Homebound Members 

Avery Kluck  Barb Ramker 

Mike Trzebiatowski 

Monthly Mission Emphases: 

 Lutheran Bible Translators: The Plugers — Goal:  $2,000 

 The Neighbor’s Place — Goal:  $1,000 

 

Featured this week: The Neighbor’s Place  

The Neighbor’s Place (TNP) is located at 745 Scott Street, Wausau. 
TNP is a unique, locally-supported nonprofit organization with a 
strong multi-cultural and multi-faith heritage.  Their mission is a 
simple one: “People Helping People.”  TNP provides the following 
programs and services, FREE of charge, to those who need them: 
*Food Bank & Food Pantry 
*The Babies Place 
*Wheels Again 
*Community Gardens 
*Community Learning Center 
These programs are possible because our community cares.  Local 
businesses, organizations, and individuals share their time, talent, 
and treasures, because our community can see the difference their 
participation makes. For more information, call 715-845-1966; or 
online: neighborsplace.org. 

Outreach and Mercy         sharing and being the gifts 
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Roof Project: Update 

To date, your generous contributions to Zion’s roof project 
has raised more than $124,000 since April 2022 and brought 
the Roof Fund to more than half of the targeted amount: 
 

Goal:   $525,000 (477,000 + a contingency fund)   
Raised: $332,000+  (+124,000 from April 1, 2022) 
 

Thanks be to God!  May God continue to raise up a bountiful harvest 
for this project, slated for 2023.  Contributions may be designated for 
the “Roof Fund.” 
 

**If you give to Zion automatically through Vanco and would like to 

contribute to the Roof Fund, please contact the church office to set up 

your donation. 

Women of Zion have once again graciously 
made plans to prepare soup for Zion’s Lenten 
Wednesdays.  Several people have asked about 
this soup being served in-person before the eve-
ning service. 
 

After the morning service, carry-out soup for a noon meal seems to 
work well, and it will still be an option.  However, an in-person meal in 
the fellowship hall prior to the evening service is especially helpful for 
gathering folks from home, work, and school.   
 

Can you help serve?  Meals are typically served from 5:15 PM to 6:15 
PM.  Volunteers for set-up, serving, and clean-up are all needed.  Here 

are the Wednesdays such evening suppers would be served:  
  

February 22 March 8  March 22 

March 1   March 15  March 29 
 

If interested, please call the church office to indicate what dates you 
could serve and in what capacity, 715-848-7286. 

Soup Suppers for Lent 

Palms for Ash Wednesday 

For those of you who have kept palms in your 
homes from Palm Sunday 2022, please bring 
them back to Zion.  They will be burned on Feb-
ruary 19th after the 9am service to be used to 
make ashes for Ash Wednesday on February 22. 



 8 

 

*Final Reminder* Zion Lost and Found 

Zion’s Lost and Found basket is getting full.  If you 
have lost an item, please look at the table outside 
the church office and reclaim what is yours.  Any 
items not collected by February will be given to 
local donation centers. 
 

Sponsors for 2023 Radio Broadcasts, Flowers, & Bulletins 

The new sponsor charts are now available for you to sign up.  
Most 2023 dates are available for you to sponsor for your 
special occasion, memorial, etc.  Check the charts & sign 
up, or call the church office at 715-848-7286.  Costs are:  
$200 radio broadcast, $75 flowers, and $25 bulletin. 

News & Events 

Coming Up!  Zion’s First-Ever  

Festival of Christian Arts and Culture 

Why are an artist, a poet, a guitarist, a guest preacher, and a host of 
organists all coming to Zion on the weekend of April 14-16? 

 

The goodness of the Lord doesn’t stop with our personal faith.  His 
goodness is so good it works itself into every field of life, from art to 
science, from home to school, from health to justice.   
 
Zion’s first ever Festival of Christian Arts and Culture will host a 
weekend dedicating to exploring and sharing this goodness with both 
the congregation and our neighbors.  Look forward to: 
 
 April 14: Evening Prayer (Vespers) 
   Lutheran artist sharing her faith and work 

April 15: A poet and a guitarist sharing an evening of 
“Word&Music” 

April 16: A guest preacher at worship and Bible study 
  Local organists sharing their Easter music 
 

Watch for more information to come! 
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News & Events 

Giving Envelopes 

As you may have heard announced by Pastor Gjerde 
during the 9am service on Jan. 8, the company who 
supplies our giving envelopes has suspended all 
mailings until March due to staffing issues.  This 
means that no one will receive giving envelopes for 
the months of January and February.  We encourage you to give as 
you have in the past.  You only need to write your name on your do-
nation (even if you do not know your giving number), and it will 
count toward your account!  Additionally, if you would prefer to set 
up an automatic giving account (so you no longer need to use giving 
envelopes at all), please contact the church office, and Jess will 
gladly get you more information on that process.  It is already used 
by many of Zion’s members and is an easy way to give to God’s 
work through Zion. 
 

Blank Giving Envelopes Now Available 

As Pastor Gjerde announced, the envelope company offered to send Zion 

blank envelopes to use until March.  These are now available.  A few are in 
the church pews, but you can also pick them up in the church office or re-

quest some sent to you. 
 

Winter Tea 

Tickets are now on sale between services for the Winter 
Tea.  This event will be held on Sunday, Feb. 19 from 1-
3pm at Zion and will feature a unique and elegant menu 
including hot and cold beverages, pâte à choux, petit fours, bacon-
wrapped chestnuts and will also showcase live musical entertain-
ment.  Tickets will be $10.   
 

Memorials and Other Gifts Received 

 In memory of David Walters, Mary Ann Tapper gave a 
gift to Zion’s Roof Fund. 

 In memory of David Walters, Donna Nuernberg gave a 
gift to Zion’s Roof Fund. 

 In memory of Shirley Kurth, Mary Ann Tapper gave a gift to Zion’s 
Roof Fund. 

 In memory of Shirley Kurth, Donna Nuernberg gave a gift to Zion’s 
Roof Fund. 

 In memory of Shirley Kurth, Gerald & Shirley Kieckhaefer gave a 
gift to Zion’s Roof Fund. 
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 “Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good!” 

                       ~ Psalm 34:8 
 

Brothers and sisters, the new year offers many 
opportunities to reflect; to analyze where we may 

have fallen short, and to determine a new or modified course of ac-
tion. The purpose: to receive something more! 
 

Most often, we welcome such an opportunity—so long as it comes 
around only once a year. But our Lord in his mercy is even more 
gracious than this. As He draws near to us, the living God not only 
calls you to cast all your burdens on Him, but with this sweat release 
also promises to give you more! 
 

Are open to receiving all He has to offer?  
 

In the Lord’s Supper our Lord Jesus offers you everything that is 
truly good in this world and more in the one to come. In the Sacra-
ment of the Altar nothing is held back, as you receive what the 
Christ first passed on to the Apostle’s and the countless millions be-
fore you: His body and blood. 
 

It is the last will and testament of one who died for you and the 
whole world. Sealed in that sacrifice, His word now promises that 
everything He has is given unto you (Jn 17:6-18).  
 

As this treasure is given to you, so also is it given to those around the 
world who believe. “Because there is one bread, we who are many 
are one body, for we all partake of one bread” (1 Cor 10:17). There 
you—who are many—might be one, just as He is one with the Fa-
ther and the Holy Spirit.  
 

And we, who serve on a ship, an installation, in garrison, or in the 
battlefield, we are there too. 
 

    Your Servant in Christ, 
 
    Pastor Joe Pinzl 
    Chaplain Corps, USN 
    Naval Weapons Station Earle 

Ask Chaps 
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Sunday • January 29 (Epiphany 4)  
9:00 AM Holy Communion; Live Radio Broadcast,  
  WSAU 550 AM 
10:00 AM Sunday School 
10:15 AM Bible Study 
10:15 AM Fellowship in the Church Hall 
11:00 AM Holy Communion 
 
Monday • January 30 
8:30 AM Devotion, Facebook 
12:15 PM Holy Communion 
8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 
 
Tuesday • January 31 
8:30 AM Devotion, Facebook 
9:00 AM Bible Study 
10:30 AM Staff Meeting 
12:15 PM Holy Communion 
8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 
 
Wednesday • February 1 
8:30 AM Word at the Middle of the Week, Facebook 
12:00 PM  Music at Midday 
12:15 PM Holy Communion 
1:00 PM Homeless Mats 
6:30 PM  Vespers 
6:30 PM  Confirmation 
7:20 PM Handbells 
8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 
 
Thursday • February 2 (Presentation of Our Lord) 
8:00 AM Men’s Bible Study 
8:30 AM Devotion, Facebook 
10:00 AM Pastors’ Group 
12:15 PM Holy Communion 
6:30 PM Kantorei 
8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 
 
Friday • February 3 
12:15 PM Holy Communion 
 
Saturday • February 4 
5:15 PM Holy Communion 

Calendar     for the upcoming week 
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Where you can reach us: 

Church — 715-848-7286 

Fax — 715-848-7286 

Email —zion@zionlutheranwausau.com      

Web: zionlutheranwausau.com 

A member of Lutheran CORE 

 


