
  

 

The Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord 
January 8, 2023 + 9:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.   “If you are a miracle, your Bap-
tism is a bigger one—the greatest of all.”  So wrote James Nest-
ingen and Gerhard Forde in their simple explanation of the 
faith, Free to Be.  Today, as we celebrate the Baptism of our Lord, 
all of the marginal comments in this bulletin come from that 
book, a celebration of the certainty of Baptism’s power.  For by 
His Baptism, the Lord Jesus has manifested His grace, and by 
your Baptism, He has brought that grace to you. 

A Prayer  
Upon  
Entering 
Church 
O Lord Jesus 
Christ, who 
humbled your-
self to take the 
baptism of sin-
ful men, and 
was there de-
clared to be the 
Son of God: 
grant that we 
who have been 
baptized into 
you may rejoice 
to be the chil-
dren of God 
and servants of 
all; for your 
name's sake, 
who with the 
Father and the 
Holy Spirit lives 
and reigns ever 
one God, world 
without end. 
Amen. 
~ The Book of 

Common Wor-
ship (Church of 
South India) 
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 

 Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Steve & Marlene Kroening in thanks-
giving for Marlene’s 75th birthday on January 8th. 

 The flowers at the altar are sponsored by Donna Nuernberg to the Glory of God. 
 The sponsor charts for 2023 for Radio Broadcasts, Flowers and Bulletins are avail-

able for you to sign up.  The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry. 
 

To Share Your Offering 
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden of-
fering boxes built into the walls of the 
church.  Please see the map, where the boxes  
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher 
for assistance.   
 
This returns us to an older and beautiful tra-
dition of the Lutheran church in which offer-
ings are not collected during worship so as to 
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offer-
ings to us.   

1 2 
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PRELUDE 

“The Star Proclaims the King is Here” 
 … Jeffrey Blersch, Larry Finke and Mark Knicklebein 

 
 

Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary. 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN   
 “The Star Proclaims the King is Here”    … LSB #399 

 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE  
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 
the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
The season of 
Epiphany, 
beginning on 
January 6, 
takes the joy 
of Christmas, 
which is the 
arrival of 
God’s Son, 
Jesus, and 
preaches it to 
us by teach-
ing us who 
He is.  
Christmas is 
the feast, and 
Epiphany is 
the feasting, 
as we con-
tinue to hear 
how God 
came in the 
flesh to re-
deem us.  It 
always begins 
with the Bap-
tism of our 
Lord, for at 
that event 
God anointed 
Jesus with the 
Spirit, reveal-
ing His di-
vine origin 
and purpose: 
to fulfill 
God’s will on 
earth for us. 
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P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 
and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord. 

 
 

GLORIA 
P: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Your Baptism 
was a re-
hearsal of the 
last judg-
ment.  As the 
Word was 
spoken and 
the water 
washed across 
your head, 
God declared 
the verdict 
that will be 
pronounced 
over you 
when the last 
day comes.  
“Not guilty,” 
God said. 
“This child is 
mine.”  Then, 
having re-
hearsed this 
verdict, God 
gave you all 
the gifts of the 
last judg-
ment: forgive-
ness, deliver-
ance, and ev-
erlasting sal-
vation. 
~ “Free to 

Be,” Nest-
ingen and 
Forde 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 
P: Let us pray . . . Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the 

Jordan River You proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and 
anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized 
in His name faithful in their calling as Your children and in-
heritors with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen 
 
Please be seated. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
It’s just like 
the God of the 
promise to 
hide the most 
miraculous 
event in a 
simple cere-
mony.  Bap-
tism is a 
miracle 
greater than 
walking on 
water.  For in 
it, with the 
washing of 
water and the 
pronounce-
ment of the 
Word, God 
adopts each of 
us, takes us 
into the com-
munion of 
saints, and 
gives us a 
future that 
not even 
death and the 
devil can de-
stroy. 
~ “Free to 

Be,”  
 Nestingen 

and Forde 
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OLD TESTAMENT  Isaiah 42:1-9 
1Behold my servant, whom I uphold, 
 my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
 I have put my Spirit upon him; 
 he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
2He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, 
 or make it heard in the street; 
3a bruised reed he will not break, 
 and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; 
 he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
4He will not grow faint or be discouraged 
 till he has established justice in the earth; 
 and the coastlands wait for his law. 
5Thus says God, the Lord, 
 who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
 who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
 who gives breath to the people on it 
 and spirit to those who walk in it: 
6“I am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness; 
 I will take you by the hand and keep you; 
 I will give you as a covenant for the people, 
 a light for the nations, 
7to open the eyes that are blind, 
 to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
 from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
8I am the Lord; that is my name; 
 my glory I give to no other, 
 nor my praise to carved idols. 
9Behold, the former things have come to pass, 
 and new things I now declare; 
 before they spring forth 
 I tell you of them.”  

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
All of the old 
Adam’s at-
tacks on Bap-
tism have the 
same purpose: 
to make it 
appear that it 
is something 
we do for 
God, not 
something 
God does for 
us.  As a re-
sult, people 
wind up fear-
ing, loving, 
and trusting 
in what they 
do, and Bap-
tism finally 
doesn’t mat-
ter.  So unbe-
lievers sneer 
at Baptism as 
a magic rite 
we do so we 
won’t be 
afraid to die.  
Or the super 
pious ignore 
Baptism . . .   
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PSALMODY  Psalm 29 
L: Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly | beings,* 

 ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength. 
 

C: Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;* 
 worship the LORD in the splendor of | holiness. 

 

L: The voice of the LORD is over the | waters;* 
 the God of glory thunders, 
 the LORD, over many | waters. 

 

C: The voice of the LORD is | powerful;* 
 the voice of the LORD is full of | majesty. 

 

L: The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedars;* 
 the LORD breaks the cedars of | Lebanon. 

 

C: He makes Lebanon to skip | like a calf,* 
 and Sirion like a young | wild ox. 

 

L: The voice | of the LORD* 
 flashes forth | flames of fire. 

 

C: The voice of the LORD shakes the | wilderness;* 
 the LORD shakes the wilderness | of Kadesh. 

 

L: The voice of the LORD makes the deer give birth 
 and strips the | forests bare,* 
 and in his temple all cry, | “Glory!” 

 

C: The LORD sits enthroned o- | ver the flood;* 
 the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | ever. 

 

L: May the LORD give strength to his | people!* 
 May the LORD bless his people | with peace! 

 

 

 
 
 
. . . as if God 
can’t do what 
He promises 
and  
concentrate on 
their own con-
versions, deci-
sions for 
Christ, and 
experience as 
far more im-
portant. Either 
way, Baptism 
is treated with 
contempt.   In 
all of these 
attacks, the 
fact that 
Christ com-
manded Bap-
tism makes us 
all the more 
certain.  It is a 
friendly com-
mand, a loving 
order Christ 
gives so that 
we will know 
how important 
Baptism is 
both to Him 
and to us . . .  
 
[continued 
next page] 
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All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,* 
  and to the Holy | Spirit; 
  as it was in the be- |ginning,* 
  is now, and will be forever.  | Amen 
 

EPISTLE  Romans 6:1-11 
1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may 
abound? 2By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in 
it? 3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were buried there-
fore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might 
walk in newness of life. 5For if we have been united with him in a 
death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrec-
tion like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him in 
order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we 
would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For one who has died has 
been set free from sin. 8Now if we have died with Christ, we be-
lieve that we will also live with him. 9We know that Christ being 
raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has do-
minion over him. 10For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, 
but the life he lives he lives to God. 11So you also must consider 
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 

Please stand. 

 

VERSE 

 

 

[from previ-
ous page] 
 
. . . Because 
He com-
manded it, we 
can be sure 
that Baptism 
is no human 
plaything—
something 
invented by 
people to 
make us feel 
better.  And 
we can be 
sure, too, that 
all of the old 
self’s reli-
gious strut-
ting about 
conversions 
and experi-
ences is just 
that: strut-
ting and 
nothing else.  
Baptism is 
God’s act for 
us.  Though 
the pastor 
speaks the 
Word and 
does the 
washing, God 
is the one who 
baptizes . . .  
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GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 3rd chapter. 

 
 
13Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized 
by him. 14John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be 
baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15But Jesus answered 
him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all right-
eousness.” Then he consented. 16And when Jesus was baptized, im-
mediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens 
were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 
dove and coming to rest on him; 17and behold, a voice from heaven 
said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”  
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 
The following verses are chanted as the ministers gather at the font:  
 
Choir: I will pour clean water upon you | says the Lord.* 

 From all your impurities and all your idols I will | cleanse 
you. 

 
C: Sprinkle me with hyssop O Lord and I | shall be 

cleansed;* 
 wash me and I shall be whit- | er than snow. 

 
. . . God is at 
work in every 
Baptism, put-
ting the Word 
with the wa-
ter to grace 
us.  God 
keeps right on 
working, too, 
“to the end of 
the age” to be 
sure we’re 
sure—to keep 
the new you 
in the cer-
tainty that is 
Christ’s 
trademark. 
~ “Free to 

Be,” by 
Nestingen 
and Forde 
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Choir: When the goodness and loving-kindness of | God ap-
peared,*  

 he saved us by the washing of regeneration and renewal of 

the Holy | Spirit. 

C: I saw water flowing  from the | temple,* 

 and all to whom this water came | they were saved. 

 

Choir: I will pour clean water upon you | says the Lord.* 

 From all your impurities and all your idols  I will | cleanse 
 you. 

 
All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
 as it was in the be- |ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever.  | Amen 
 

P: Do you renounce the devil? 
C: Yes, I renounce him. 
P: Do you renounce all his works? 
C: Yes, I renounce them.  
P: Do you renounce all his ways? 
C:  Yes, I renounce them.  
 

P: Do you believe in God the Father? 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth. 
 

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  

The third day He rose again from the dead.   
 He ascended into heaven  
 and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.   
 From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 

 
The old sin-
ner’s favorite 
attack on 
Baptism is to 
ignore the 
Word and 
concentrate 
on the water.  
“Water,” it 
sniffs.  
“Water!  
Whoever 
heard of such 
a thing?  You 
flush your 
toilets with 
water and 
now you say 
that God uses 
water to make 
you certain?  
Nonsense!”  
If that doesn't 
work, the old 
Adam and 
Eve put on 
some religion 
and tries to 
explain Bap-
tism away.  
“Oh yes,” the 
old you will 
say, “the wa-
ter is a nice 
symbol. But 
what really 
counts is 
what you do 
with your 
Baptism . . .  
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P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen 
 
P: Trusting in our Lord Jesus Christ, the everlasting God and Son 

of Mary, let us pray. 
 
L: . . . O King of Kings, 
C: receive our prayer. 
 
P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C: Amen 
 
P: You have made public profession of your faith.  Do you intend 

to continue in the covenant God made with you in Holy Bap-
tism: to live among God’s faithful people, to hear his Word and 
share in his supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ 
through word and deed, to serve all people, following the ex-
ample of our Lord Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in 
all the earth? 

C: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 
P: God the Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit bless and guide you, 

now and forever. 
C: Amen 
 
Please be seated.   
 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
 “To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord”   … LSB #405 

 
SERMON 

“Well Pleased” 
 

 
. . . If you 
want to be 
sure of it, you 
have to make 
your Baptism 
complete by 
doing what 
God wants 
you to do.”  
Either way, 
whether by 
scorning the 
water or call-
ing it a sym-
bol, the old 
sinful self 
make it sound 
as if Baptism 
is “water 
only.”  Then 
it can be ig-
nored as a 
quaint cere-
mony . . . or 
something we 
have to do 
before getting 
down to 
what’s really 
important . . . 
It’s the same 
story . . . .  
 
[continued 
next page] 
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OFFERTORY  “Water, Blood & Spirit Crying”   … Jeffrey Blersch 

 The Choir will sing Stanzas 1 - 4 

 The Congregation will sing Stanza 5 
 

1 Water, blood, and Spirit crying, 
By their witness testifying 
To the One whose death-defying 
    Life has come, with life for all. 

 
2 In a wat’ry grave are buried 

All our sins that Jesus carried; 
Christ, the Ark of Life, has ferried 
    Us across death’s raging flood. 

 
3 Dark the way, yet Christ precedes us, 

Past the scowl of death He leads us; 
Spreads a table where He feeds us 
    With His body and His blood. 

 
4 Though around us death is seething, 

God, His two-edged sword unsheathing, 
By His Spirit life is breathing 
    Through the living, active Word. 

 

Congregation: 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
[continued 
from the  
previous page] 
 
 
 
 
. . . But Bap-
tism is not wa-
ter only,” as 
Luther’s expla-
nation says.  
“It is water 
used together 
with God’s 
Word.”  The 
water and the 
Word can’t be 
separated, not 
without losing 
the sacrament . 
. . . The Word 
and the water 
go together, the 
Word telling 
us what hap-
pens in the 
washing . . . 
That’s why 
Baptism rings 
and sings with 
so much cer-
tainty . . .  
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Please stand. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Blessed are you, heavenly Father, for the priceless gift of your 

Son, sent into our flesh to redeem the creation.  Grant that we 
may now so eat of his flesh and drink of his blood that we may 
ever dwell in him, and he in us. 

C: Amen 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising you 
and saying:  

 

SANCTUS  (“Holy”) 

 

 
. . . Where the 
old sinner in 
us can man-
age to sepa-
rate the water 
from the 
Word, the 
certainty is 
lost.  But 
when the 
Word and the 
water work 
together, as 
Christ prom-
ises they do, 
Baptism is 
more certain 
than the sun-
rise.  For 
Christ Him-
self is present 
in the Word, 
with the wa-
ter, to make 
us His very 
own and give 
us all the gifts 
He has to 
give. 
 
~ “Free  
 to Be,” 

Nestingen 
and Forde 



14 

 

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 

 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and  
 when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink  
 of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
In the speak-
ing of the 
Word and the 
washing of 
the water, 
Christ gives 
birth to the 
new you in 
each of us, 
making us 
members of 
His Church.  
Then, after 
our Baptism, 
He continues 
to be with us 
in the teach-
ing of His 
Word and the 
Lord’s Sup-
per, sustain-
ing and keep-
ing the new 
your He has 
made.  “And 
remember, I 
am with you 
always, to the 
end of the 
age,” He says 
(Matthew 
28:20). 
~ Free to Be, 
 Nestingen 

and Forde 



15 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: The Word was made flesh 
C: and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth. 
 

AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 

 

 

 
Please be seated.   
 

DISTRIBUTION 
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  If you cannot use 
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion 
brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel.  Those 
not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing. 
 

Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-
mendous benefits.  His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 
and salvation. 
 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 
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and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
“Dearest Jesus, We Are Here”     … LSB #592 
 

“We Three Kings” 

 

 

 

 
 
Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: Let us pray.  O God of wonder, we have tasted your goodness, 

and beheld your presence in the Word made flesh.  Shine forth 
his light in all we say and do, and fill the earth with your glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

 

A Prayer  
as You Go 
Almighty 
God, who 
by our bap-
tism into the 
death and 
resurrection 
of Thy Son 
Jesus Christ 
dost turn us 
from the old 
life of sin: 
Grant that 
we, being 
reborn to 
new life in 
Him, may 
live in right-
eousness 
and holiness 
all our days; 
through the 
same Thy 
Son Jesus 
Christ our 
Lord, who 
liveth and 
reigneth 
with Thee 
and the 
Holy Spirit, 
one God, 
now and for 
ever. Amen.  
~ The Book of 

Common 
Prayer 
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BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 
 

Please turn toward the cross as it is carried out of the sanctuary. 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN   
 “All Christians Who Have Been Baptized”    … LSB #596 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE  “The Magi”          … Kenneth T. Kosche 

 
+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 

To God alone be glory 
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Serving at Worship 
Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 
Preaching: The Rev. Christopher S. Johnson 
           (Pr. Gjerde to Bethany at 10:30 am) 
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 
Trumpet: Kevin Short 
Choir: The Zion Kantorei 
Lector: Jewell Holdorf 
Radio Announcer: Paul Beilke 
Acolytes: Brennan Hochberger, Ethan Hochberger 
Communion Assistants: Ted Gulhaugen, Robert Kittel 
Elder: Keith Watson 
Ushers: Sally Christoffersen, Landis Holdorf, Frank Rodemeier, 
  Tammy Rodemeier 
Altar Guild: Bonnie Glasel, Vicky Radunz 
 

Acknowledgements  
The liturgy is reprinted from the Lutheran Service Book via Lutheran Ser-
vice Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House, unless otherwise indi-
cated.  Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.  
All rights reserved.  Used by permission.   
 
“Water, Blood and Spirit Crying”: Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, 
admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn Li-
cense no. 130002490, Tune: © 2003 Jeffrey N. Blersch. Used by permis-
sion: LSB Hymn License no. 130002490 
 
“We Three Kings”: Text and Tune: Public Domain. 
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 

Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson 
Kantor Irene Beethe 

Office Manager Jessica G. Ray 
Custodian Cody Augustine 
Deployed Chaplain Joseph C. Pinzl 
Pastor Emeritus Theodore B. Gulhaugen 
 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com 
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


