
  

 

A Prayer  
Upon  
Entering 
Church 
Merciful 
God, loving 
Father, who 
dost govern 
all things in 
heaven and 
earth, and 
dost make all 
things new 
through 
Thine al-
mighty 
Word: Trans-
form our sin-
ful nature 
and all our 
doings by 
the power of 
Thy Holy 
Spirit, that 
we may 
please Thee 
and attain to 
perfect joy, 
through Je-
sus Christ, 
our Lord. 
Amen.  

The Second Sunday after Epiphany 
January 15, 2023 + 9:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.   “Look, here is the Lamb of God!”  
John the Baptist pointed at Jesus and confessed the truth about 
Him: He is the “lamb” who would be sacrificed for the sins of 
the whole world, securing forgiveness and life for all.  That 
confession of faith is our comfort still today.  How may we rest 
in that strength and comfort?  As always, the Word of God, 
given us this day, shows us the way. 
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 

 The sponsor charts for 2023 Radio Broadcasts, Flowers and Bulletins are available 
for you to sign up.  The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry. 

 

To Share Your Offering 
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden of-
fering boxes built into the walls of the 
church.  Please see the map, where the boxes  
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher 
for assistance.   
 
This returns us to an older and beautiful tra-
dition of the Lutheran church in which offer-
ings are not collected during worship so as to 
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offer-
ings to us.   
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PRELUDE 

“O God, My Faithful God”   
    … Carl F. Schalk, Jacob B. Weber, Paul Manz 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand. 
 

INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C: Amen 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.   
C: But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
Please kneel.  Silence for reflection. 
 
P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve 
your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In confes-
sion... we 
open our lives 
to healing, 
reconciling, 
restoring, 
uplifting 
grace of Him 
who loves us 
in spite of 
what we are. 
~ Louis  
 Cassels 
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P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for you 
and, for his sake, forgives you all your sins.  As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority,  I therefore 
forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 
 Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 
 
Please stand. 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN    
 “O God, My Faithful God”      … LSB #696 
 The choir will sing Stanza 3 

 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE  
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 
the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Open Thy 
gate of mercy, 
gracious God, 
My soul flies 
through these 
wounds to 
seek out Thee. 
~ William 

Shake-
speare, 

 King Henry 
the Sixth, 
Part III  
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P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 
and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord. 

 
 

GLORIA 
L: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 
P: Let us pray . . . Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all 

things in heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the prayers of 
Your people and grant us Your peace through all our days; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen 
 
Please be seated. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT  Isaiah 49:1-7 
1Listen to me, O coastlands, 
 and give attention, you peoples from afar. 
 The Lord called me from the womb, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer may 
not change 
things for 
you, but it for 
sure changes 
you for 
things. 
~ Samuel M. 

Shoemaker, 
 Hazelden 

Founda-
tion, God 
Grant Me . 
. . . 
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 from the body of my mother he named my name. 
2He made my mouth like a sharp sword; 
 in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 
 he made me a polished arrow; 
 in his quiver he hid me away. 
3And he said to me, “You are my servant, 
 Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 
4But I said, “I have labored in vain; 
 I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; 
 yet surely my right is with the Lord, 
 and my recompense with my God.” 
5And now the Lord says, 
 he who formed me from the womb to be his servant, 
 to bring Jacob back to him; 
 and that Israel might be gathered to him— 
 for I am honored in the eyes of the Lord, 
 and my God has become my strength— 
6he says: 
 “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant 
 to raise up the tribes of Jacob 
 and to bring back the preserved of Israel; 
 I will make you as a light for the nations, 
 that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 
7Thus says the Lord, 
 the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 
 to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nation, 
 the servant of rulers: 
 “Kings shall see and arise; 
 princes, and they shall prostrate themselves; 
 because of the Lord, who is faithful, 
 the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”  

 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is easier for 
us humans to 
believe and 
trust in every-
thing else than 
in the man 
Christ, who 
alone is all in 
all, and more 
difficult for us 
to rely on him 
in whom and 
through whom 
we possess all 
things. 
~ Martin  
 Luther, Ser-

mon on the 
4th Sunday 
of Advent, 
1532 A.D. 
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PSALMODY Psalm 40:1-11 
L: I waited patiently | for the LORD;* 

 he inclined to me and | heard my cry. 
 

C: He drew me up from the pit of destruction, 
 out of the | miry bog,* 
and set my feet upon a rock, 
 making my | steps secure. 

 

L: He put a new song in my mouth, 
 a song of praise | to our God.* 
Many will see and fear, 
 and put their trust | in the LORD. 

 

C: Blessèd is the man who makes 
 the | LORD his trust,* 
who does not turn to the proud, 
 to those who go astray af- | ter a lie! 

 

L: You have multiplied, O LORD my God, 
 your wondrous deeds and your thoughts toward us; 
 none can com- | pare with you!* 
I will proclaim and tell of them, 
 yet they are more than | can be told. 

 

C: Sacrifice and offering you have not desired, 
 but you have given me an | open ear.* 
Burnt offering and sin offering 
 you have | not required. 

 

L: Then I said, “Behold, | I have come;* 
 in the scroll of the book it is writ- | ten of me: 

 

C: I desire to do your will, | O my God;* 
 your law is with- | in my heart.” 

 

L: I have told the glad news of deliverance 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 40th 
psalm is a 
beautiful 
psalm of 
prayer which 
Christ Him-
self laments 
His suffer-
ings and calls 
for rescue 
from death. It 
clearly 
prophecies 
that He alone 
does God’s 
will and ful-
fills the Law, 
and that this 
is writing 
about Him in 
the book of 
Moses. 
~ Martin  
 Luther, 

Summaries 
of the 
Psalms, 
A.D. 1531 
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 in the great congre- | gation;* 
behold, I have not restrained my lips, 
 as you know, | O LORD. 

 

C: I have not hidden your deliverance within my heart; 
 I have spoken of your faithfulness and your sal- | vation;* 
I have not concealed your steadfast love and your  
 faithfulness from the great congre- | gation. 

 

L: As for you, O LORD, you will not restrain 
 your mer- | cy from me;* 
your steadfast love and your faithfulness will 
 ever pre- | serve me! 

 
All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,* 
  and to the Holy | Spirit; 
  as it was in the be- |ginning,* 
  is now, and will be forever.  | Amen 
 

EPISTLE  1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
1Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and 
our brother Sosthenes, 2To the church of God that is in Corinth, to 
those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all 
those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, both their Lord and ours: 3Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4I give thanks to my God al-
ways for you because of the grace of God that was given you in 
Christ Jesus, 5that in every way you were enriched in him in all 
speech and all knowledge—6even as the testimony about Christ 
was confirmed among you—7so that you are not lacking in any 
spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 8who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful, by whom you were called into 
the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let us look to 
the mouth 
and finger of 
John [the 
Baptist] with 
which he 
bears witness 
and points, so 
that we do 
not close our 
eyes to or lose 
our Lord and 
Saviour, Je-
sus Christ; 
for to the pre-
sent day John 
still very dili-
gently, faith-
fully, and 
richly points 
and directs us 
here, in order 
that we might 
be saved. 
~ Martin  
 Luther, Ser-

mon on the 
4th Sunday 
of Advent, 
1533 A.D. 
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Please stand. 
 

VERSE 

 

 
 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st chapter. 

 
 
29The next day [John] saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, 
“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world! 30This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who 
ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 31I myself did not 
know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that 
he might be revealed to Israel.” 32And John bore witness: “I saw the 
Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33I 
myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with wa-
ter said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, 
this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34And I have seen and 
have borne witness that this is the Son of God.” 35The next day 
again John was standing with two of his disciples, 36and he looked 
at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of 
God!” 37The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed 
Jesus. 38Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them, 
“What are you seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which 
means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39He said to them, 
“Come and you will see.” So they came and saw where he was 
staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it was about the 

 
 
This Gospel 
deals with the 
great article 
about Christ, 
that we 
should receive 
him, kiss and 
embrace him, 
cling to him, 
never allow 
ourselves to 
be torn from 
him nor him 
from us. This 
is the chief 
article of 
Christian 
doctrine, and 
on it rests our 
salvation. 
When one 
possesses this 
central truth, 
good works 
will then fol-
low immedi-
ately; a per-
son will lead 
a godly life, 
obey parents, 
be subject to 
government, 
and each in 
his station 
serve his 
neighbor... 
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tenth hour. 40One of the two who heard John speak and followed 
Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41He first found his own 
brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Mes-
siah” (which means Christ). 42He brought him to Jesus. 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

APOSTLES CREED  
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth. 
  
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was con-

ceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  
He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from 
the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand 
of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrec-
tion of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen 

 

Please be seated. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY   
 “The Only Son from Heaven”     … LSB #402 
 

SERMON 
“When Things Start Getting Real” 

 

Please kneel. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
...When a 
person clearly 
discerns these 
things, with 
each teaching 
rightly in 
place, all is 
well. The Ten 
Command-
ments teach 
what is good 
in this life; 
but to speak 
of yonder life, 
for that only 
the testimony 
of John avails. 
~ Martin  
 Luther,  
 Sermon on 

the 4th 
Sunday of 
Advent, 
1532 A.D. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
P: Trusting in our Lord Jesus Christ, the everlasting God and Son 

of Mary, let us pray. 
 
P: . . . O King of Kings, 
C: receive our prayer. 
 
P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C: Amen 
 
Please be seated. 
 

OFFERTORY    

 “I Lay My Sins on Jesus”      … LSB #606 
 

Please stand. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Blessed are you, heavenly Father, for the priceless gift of your 

Son, sent into our flesh to redeem the creation.  Grant that we 
may now so eat of his flesh and drink of his blood that we may 
ever dwell in him, and he in us. 

C: Amen 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

 

 
 
 
The evangel-
ist [John] 
merely wants 
to show how 
amiably 
Christ treated 
them [the 
first disci-
ples], thereby 
explaining 
how Christ 
drew the peo-
ple to Himself 
until finally 
twelve apos-
tles and sev-
enty-two dis-
ciples rallied 
about Him. 
He did not 
initiate His 
kingdom with 
violence, with 
blustering, 
with open 
assault, in the 
fashion of a 
mighty em-
peror, as the 
Jews had 
imagined; but 
He was affa-
ble and min-
gled cordially 
with the peo-
ple... 
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P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising you 
and saying:  

 

SANCTUS  (“Holy”) 

 

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 

 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and  
 when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink  
 of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
...He did not 
make His en-
try with 
worldly pomp, 
with steed, 
armor, spear, 
and gun; no, 
He was 
friendly and 
gentle. He 
received all 
who came to 
Him, chatted 
with them, 
and excluded 
no one form 
His company.  
~ Martin Lu-

ther, Ser-
mons on the 
Gospel of 
St. John, 
1537 A.D. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION  
P: The Word was made flesh. 
C: And we have seen His glory, full of grace and truth. 
 

AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 

 

 

 

Please be seated.   
 

DISTRIBUTION 
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  If you cannot use 
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion 

 
 
 
 
On the Lord’s 
Prayer: 
 
Therefore, let 
us pray, dear-
est brothers, 
just as God 
the master 
has taught us.  
Imploring 
God in his 
own words, 
sending up to 
his ears the 
prayer of 
Christ, in a 
friendly and 
familiar man-
ner of pray-
ing.  When 
we make our 
prayer let the 
Father recog-
nize the 
words of his 
own Son, our 
advocate.  
May he who 
lives inside 
our heart be 
also in our 
voice . . . 
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brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel.  Those 
not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing. 
 

Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which He 
joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tremen-
dous benefits.  His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life and 
salvation. 
 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 
and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
“Lamb of God”        … LSB #550 
 

“As With Gladness Men of Old”     … LSB #397 
 

 “The People That in Darkness Sat”     … LSB #851 
 
Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 

 

 

 
 
 

. . . and since, 
when as sin-
ners we ask 
forgiveness of 
our failings 
we have him 
as an advo-
cate for our 
sins in the 
presence of 
the Father (1 
Jn. 2:1), let us 
set forth the 
words of our 
advocate.  For 
since he said 
that whatever 
we ask from 
the Father in 
his name he 
will grant us 
(Jn. 16:23), 
how much 
more effec-
tively should 
we obtain 
what we ask 
in the name 
of Christ if 
we ask it us-
ing his own 
prayer? 
~ Cyprian of 

Carthage, 
200s A.D. 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: Let us pray.  We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You 

have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one an-
other; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-
ever. 

C: Amen 
 

BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 
 
 
 
 

This Post-
Communion 
canticle was 
first spoken 
by the 
prophet 
Simeon when 
he beheld the 
infant Jesus 
(Luke 2:22-
40).  Having 
received this 
same Lord at 
Holy Com-
munion, we 
join Simeon 
in his song.  
It captures 
the themes of 
Epiphany: the 
showing forth 
of Christ’s 
light to the 
world. 
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POSTLUDE 
“As With Gladness, Men of Old” 
 … Michael Burkhardt & Robert Hobby 

 
+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 

To God alone be glory 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Serving at Worship 
Presiding: The Rev. Christopher S. Johnson 
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 
           (Pr. Johnson to Bethany at 10:30 am) 
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 
Clarinet: Dan Maquire 
Choir: Ted Gulhaugen, Jim Speckhard, Keith Watson 
Radio Announcer: Paul Fandrey 
Lector: Landis Holdorf 
Acolyte: Nik Strand 
Communion Assistants: Lois Jarosz, Vicky Radunz 
Elder: Ken Rodemeier 
Ushers: Lynn Budnik, Don Budnik, Jessica Pagel, Tyler Pagel 
Altar Guild: Connie Lemmer; Anna Mae Zeinemann 
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The liturgy is reprinted from the Lutheran Service Book via Lutheran Ser-
vice Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House, unless otherwise indi-
cated.  Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.  
All rights reserved.  Used by permission.   

A Prayer  
as You Go 
Grant us, O 
Lord of the 
church, liv-
ing congre-
gations in 
which thy 
Spirit shall 
speak and 
work and 
make me 
also ready to 
serve thee in 
thy church 
with the gift 
thou hast 
given me, 
not to please 
men and not 
for worldly 
honor, but 
for gratitude 
and love. 
Amen. 
~ Otto  
 Rieth-

mueller 
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 

Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson 
Kantor Irene Beethe 

Office Manager Jessica G. Ray 
Custodian Cody Augustine 
Deployed Chaplain Joseph C. Pinzl 
Pastor Emeritus Theodore B. Gulhaugen 
 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com 
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


