
  

 

A Prayer  
Upon  
Entering 
Church 
Lord, teach us 
to fish for peo-
ple.  Make us 
bold and will-
ing to share 
our faith in 
You with 
those people 
who come our 
way.  Give us 
new ways to 
tell the old 
story of Your 
loving ways 
with us.  En-
able us to find 
the words to 
speak to oth-
ers about You, 
so that all may 
hear and be-
lieve Your 
good news; so 
that the whole 
world might 
be brought to 
an awareness 
of Your love 
for us.  Amen 
~ William H. 

Willimon 

The Third Sunday after Epiphany 
January 22, 2023 + 9:00 A.M. 
 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.   Whatever Jesus speaks happens.  
He said, “Follow me,” and fishermen dropped everything to 
follow.  He said, “Rise up and walk,” and the lame stood on 
two feet and ran down the street.  Miracles stream from the 
mouth of our Lord Jesus Christ—and what is the miracle He 
does today?  Since He is risen, He is still speaking.  What’s go-
ing to happen?   
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 

 Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Paul, Kathy and Andrew Fandrey in 
memory of Russell & Regina Mulvey and Grover Fandrey. 

 The sponsor charts for 2023 Radio Broadcasts, Flowers and Bulletins are available 
for you to sign up.  The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry. 

 

To Share Your Offering 
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden of-
fering boxes built into the walls of the 
church.  Please see the map, where the boxes  
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher 
for assistance.   
 
This returns us to an older and beautiful tra-
dition of the Lutheran church in which offer-
ings are not collected during worship so as to 
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offer-
ings to us.   
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PRELUDE 

“Sonata da Chiesa” (“Church Sonata”)  … Gordon Young 
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand. 
 

INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C: Amen 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.   
C: But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
Please kneel.  Silence for reflection. 
 
P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve 
your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 
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P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for you 
and, for his sake, forgives you all your sins.  As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority,  I therefore 
forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 
 Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 
 
Please stand. 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN    
 “O God of Light”       … LSB #836 
 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE  
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 
the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Holy 
Trinity is 
Himself the 
very heart of 
the faith; the 
Father who 
first created 
the church 
has redeemed 
her by the 
blood of His 
Son and then 
sanctified her 
by His Spirit 
to be His holy 
dwelling. All 
we are and all 
we have re-
ceived comes 
from the Fa-
ther, through 
the Son, in 
the Holy 
Spirit. And 
all we do 
flows from 
who we are 
and what we 
have re-
ceived . . . .  
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P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 
and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord. 

 
 

GLORIA 
L: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. . . . And so 
the entire 
Christian 
life—public 
worship, pri-
vate prayer, 
and daily vo-
cation—flows 
back in the 
Spirit 
through the 
Son to the 
Father, one 
God, now and 
forever. We 
live each day 
and to all 
eternity in 
the very pres-
ence of God. 
This is litur-
gical living; 
it’s the only 
way to live. 
~ Harold 

Senkbeil, 
Dying To 
Live 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 
P: Let us pray . . . Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look 

upon our infirmities and stretch forth the hand of Your majesty 
to heal and defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  

C: Amen 
 
Please be seated. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT  Isaiah 9:1-4 
1 There will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former 
time he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of 
Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious the way of the 
sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 
 2 The people who walked in darkness 

 have seen a great light; 
 those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
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 on them has light shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation; 
 you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
 as with joy at the harvest, 
 as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4For the yoke of his burden, 
 and the staff for his shoulder, 
 the rod of his oppressor, 
 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALMODY  Psalm 27:1-9 
L: The LORD is my light and my salvation; 

 whom | shall I fear?* 
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; 
 of whom shall I | be afraid? 

 

C: When evildoers assail me 
 to eat | up my flesh,* 
my adversaries and foes, 
 it is they who stum- | ble and fall. 

 

L: Though an army encamp against me, 
 my heart | shall not fear;* 
though war arise against me, 
 yet I will be | confident. 

 

C: One thing have I asked of the LORD, 
 that will I seek | after:* 
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD 
 all the days of my life, 
to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD 
 and to inquire in his | temple. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christ is the 
Morning Star, 
who, when the 
night of this 
world is past, 
gives to his 
saints the 
promise of the 
light of life, 
and opens ev-
erlasting day.   
~ Bede the 

Venerable, 
700s A.D. 
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L: For he will hide me in his shelter 
 in the day of | trouble;* 
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; 
 he will lift me high up- | on a rock. 

 
C: And now my head shall be lifted up 

 above my enemies all around me, 
 and I will offer in his tent 
 sacrifices with | shouts of joy;* 
I will sing and make melody | to the LORD. 

 

L: Hear, O LORD, when I | cry aloud;* 
 be gracious to me and | answer me! 

 

C: You have said, | “Seek my face.”* 
My heart says to you, 
 “Your face, LORD, | do I seek.” 

 

L: Hide not your face from me. 
Turn not your servant away in | anger,* 
 O you who have been my help. 
Cast me not off; forsake me not, 
 O God of my sal- | vation! 

 
All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,* 
  and to the Holy | Spirit; 
  as it was in the be- |ginning,* 
  is now, and will be forever.  | Amen 
 

EPISTLE  1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
10I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that all of you agree and that there be no divisions among you, but 
that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment. 11For 
it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there is quarrel-
ing among you, my brothers. 12What I mean is that each one of you 
says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” 
or “I follow Christ.” 13Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for 

In the Chris-
tian confes-
sion of faith, 
God descends 
to re-ascend . 
. . . He goes 
down to come 
up again and 
bring the 
whole ruined 
world up 
with Him.  
One has the 
picture of a 
strong man 
stooping 
lower and 
lower to get 
himself un-
derneath 
some great 
complicated 
burden.  He 
must stoop in 
order to lift, 
he must al-
most disap-
pear under 
the load be-
fore he in-
credibly 
straightens 
his back and 
marches off 
with the 
whole mass 
swaying on 
his shoulders.  
Or one may 
think of a 
diver  . . . .    
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you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14I thank God that 
I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15so that no one 
may say that you were baptized in my name. 16(I did baptize also 
the household of Stephanas. Beyond that, I do not know whether I 
baptized anyone else.) 17For Christ did not send me to baptize but 
to preach the gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest 
the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. 18For the word of the 
cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Please stand. 
 

VERSE 

 

 
 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 4th chapter. 

 
 
12When [Jesus] heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into 
Galilee. 13And leaving Nazareth he went and lived in Capernaum 
by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14so that what 
was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 

15“The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, 
the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 
16the people dwelling in darkness 

 . . . . first 
reducing 
himself to 
nakedness, 
then glancing 
in mid-air, 
then gone 
with a splash, 
vanished, 
rushing down 
through 
green and 
warm water 
into black and 
cold water, 
down through 
increasing 
pressure into 
the deathlike 
region of ooze 
and slime and 
old decay; 
then up 
again, back to 
colour and 
light, his 
lungs almost 
bursting, till 
suddenly he 
breaks surface 
again, hold-
ing in his 
hand the 
dripping, pre-
cious thing 
that he went 
down to re-
cover.   
~ C. S. Lewis, 

Miracles, 
1947 A.D. 
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have seen a great light, 
and for those dwelling in the region and shadow of death, 
on them a light has dawned.” 

17From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 18While walking by the Sea of Gali-
lee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew 
his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fisher-
men. 19And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish-
ers of men.” 20Immediately they left their nets and followed 
him. 21And going on from there he saw two other brothers, James 
the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee 
their father, mending their nets, and he called them. 22Immediately 
they left the boat and their father and followed him. 23And he went 
throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaim-
ing the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every 
affliction among the people. 24So his fame spread throughout all 
Syria, and they brought him all the sick, those afflicted with vari-
ous diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons, epileptics, and 
paralytics, and he healed them. 25And great crowds followed him 
from Galilee and the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, and 
from beyond the Jordan. 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

APOSTLES CREED  
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth. 
  
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was con-

ceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  
He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from 
the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand 

What is the 
kingdom of 
God? An-
swer: Simply 
what we 
heard above 
in the Creed, 
namely, that 
God sent his 
Son, Christ 
our Lord, into 
the world to 
redeem and 
deliver us 
from the 
power of the 
devil, to bring 
us to himself, 
and to rule us 
as a king of 
righteous-
ness, life, and 
salvation 
against sin, 
death, and an 
evil con-
science. To 
this end he 
also gave his 
Holy Spirit to 
deliver this to 
us through 
his holy Word 
and to 
enlighten and 
strengthen us 
in faith by his 
power. 
~ Martin  
 Luther, 

Large  
 Catechism  
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of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrec-
tion of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen 

 

Please be seated. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY   
 “O Christ, Our True and Only Light”    … LSB #839 
 The choir will sing Stanza 3 

 

SERMON 
“The Power of God” 

 

Please kneel. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
P: Trusting in our Lord Jesus Christ, the everlasting God and Son 

of Mary, let us pray. 
 
P: . . . O King of Kings, 
C: receive our prayer. 
 
P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C: Amen 
 
Please be seated. 
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OFFERTORY  “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” 

 

 

 

 

Please stand. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Blessed are you, heavenly Father, for the priceless gift of your 

Son, sent into our flesh to redeem the creation.  Grant that we 
may now so eat of his flesh and drink of his blood that we may 
ever dwell in him, and he in us. 

C: Amen 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

 
 

 

Hope, Life, 

Way, Salva-
tion, Under-

standing, 

Wisdom, 
Light, Judge, 

Door, Most 

High, King, 
Precious 

Stone, 

Prophet, 

Priest, Mes-
siah, Sabaoth, 

Teacher, 

Spouse, Me-
diator, Scep-

ter, Dove, 

Hand, Stone, 
Son, and Em-

manuel, Vine-

yard, Shep-

herd, Sheep, 
Peace, Root, 

Vine-stock, 

Olive Tree, 
Source, Wall, 

Lamb, Victim, 

Lion, Inter-

cessor, Word, 
Man, Net, 

Rock, House: 

Christ Jesus 
is everything.   

~ written in 

Damascus 
in the  

 300s A.D. 
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P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising you 
and saying:  

 

SANCTUS  (“Holy”) 

 

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 
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 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and  
 when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink  
 of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION  
P: The Word was made flesh. 
C: And we have seen His glory, full of grace and truth. 
 

AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The means of 
grace through 
which the 
Holy Spirit 
works on us 
to create faith 
and spiritual 
growth are 
evangelical.  
That is, they 
bear the Gos-
pel of forgive-
ness through 
Christ.  They 
do not work 
as talismans 
to make the 
rains fall or 
our business 
successful 
(though we 
can pray for 
such things).  
Their purpose 
is to commu-
nicate grace, 
the unmerited 
favor of God 
that grants 
eternal life . . 
. . 
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Please be seated.   
 

DISTRIBUTION 
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  If you cannot use 
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion 
brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel.  Those 
not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing. 
 

Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which He 
joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tremen-
dous benefits.  His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life and 
salvation. 
 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 
and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS  (sung by all) 
“O God of God, O Light of Light”      … LSB #810 
 

“Brightest and Best of the Stars”      … LSB #400 
 

 “Sent Forth By God’s Blessing”      … LSB #643 
 
Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 

 

. . . In the 
sacrament of 
Holy Com-
munion, all of 
Lutheran 
spirituality is 
crystalized:  
God acts, ob-
jectively, 
through mat-
ter, embody-
ing the Gos-
pel and prom-
ising the for-
giveness of 
sin.  And, 
more than 
that – or 
rather, mak-
ing all of 
these effica-
cious – is the 
real presence 
of Jesus 
Christ.  This 
is another 
astonishing 
claim, one 
which many 
Christians 
draw back 
from, but one 
that is at the 
pulsing heart 
of Lutheran 
evangelical-
ism.   
~ Gene  
 Edward 

Veith, Jr., 
Spirituality 
of the Cross  
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: Let us pray.  We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You 

have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one an-
other; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-
ever. 

C: Amen 
 

BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
A Prayer  
as You Go 
Father in 
heaven, 
from the 
days of 
Abraham 
and Moses 
until this 
gathering of 
Your 
Church in 
prayer, You 
have formed 
a people in 
the image of 
Your Son.  
Bless us 
with the gift 
of Your 
kingdom.  
May we 
serve You 
with our 
every desire 
and show 
love for one 
another 
even as You 
have loved 
us.  Grant 
this through 
Christ our 
Lord.  Amen 
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SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
“Recessional on ‘Sent Forth by God’s Blessing’” … Mark Sedio 

 
+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 

To God alone be glory 
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Serving at Worship 
Presiding: The Rev. Christopher S. Johnson 
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 
           (Pr. Reiff to Bethany at 10:30 am) 
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 
Horn: Meagan Cihlar 
Choir: Vicky Radunz, Cyndi Reuter, Carol Rich, Betsy Utecht 
Radio Announcer: Scott Schubring 
Lector: Jan Gaugush 
Acolyte: Noah Harter 
Communion Assistants: Sally Christoffersen, Keith Watson 
Elder: Scott Schubring 
Ushers: Mark Gehrke, Marlene Kroening, Steve Kroening, 
  Grace Mueller 
Altar Guild: Connie Lemmer; Vicky Radunz 
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The liturgy is reprinted from the Lutheran Service Book via Lutheran Ser-
vice Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House, unless otherwise indi-
cated.  Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.  
All rights reserved.  Used by permission.   
 
“Blest Be the Tie That Binds”: Text and Tune: Public Domain. 
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 

Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson 
Kantor Irene Beethe 

Office Manager Jessica G. Ray 
Custodian Cody Augustine 
Deployed Chaplain Joseph C. Pinzl 
Pastor Emeritus Theodore B. Gulhaugen 
 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com 
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


