
  

 

A Prayer 
Upon  
Entering 
Church 
Make me to 
know Your 
ways, O 
Lord; teach 
me Your 
paths. Lead 
me in Your 
truth and 
teach me, for 
You are the 
God of my 
salvation; for 
You I wait all 
the day 
long…Good 
and upright 
are You, O 
Lord, in-
struct my 
sinful self in 
the way that 
I should go. 
Amen. 
 
~ Psalm  
 25:4-5, 8 

The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
January 29, 2023 + 9:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.   Childhood creates all kinds of 
memories, many of them revolving around school and learn-
ing.  Our youthful years are full of being taught by all kinds of 
people: parents, pastors, Sunday School teachers, and teachers 
in the public or parochial school we attended. Could it be God 
created us to learn?  Could it be that we come to our true selves 
when we are taught, and especially when we are taught by 
God?   
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 

 The flowers at the altar are sponsored by Jerry & Dorothy Kittel in celebration of 
their 60th wedding anniversary on February 9.  The flowers in the bouquets are 
some of the flowers the bride carried on her wedding day. 

 The sponsor charts for 2023 Radio Broadcasts, Flowers and Bulletins are available 
for you to sign up.  The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry. 

 

To Share Your Offering 
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden of-
fering boxes built into the walls of the 
church.  Please see the map, where the boxes  
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher 
for assistance.   
 
This returns us to an older and beautiful tra-
dition of the Lutheran church in which offer-
ings are not collected during worship so as to 
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offer-
ings to us.   
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PRELUDE 

“Son of God, Eternal Savior”   
    … Keith Kolander and Benjamin Kolodziej 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand. 
 

INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C: Amen 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.   
C: But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Please kneel.  Silence for reflection. 
 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve 
your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We may have 
civilized bod-
ies and yet 
barbarous 
souls. We are 
blind to the 
real sights of 
this world; 
deaf to its 
voice; and 
dead to its 
death. And 
not till we 
know that one 
grief out-
weighs ten 
thousand 
joys, will we 
become what 
Christianity 
is striving to 
make us. 
~ Herman 

Melville, 
Redburn: 
His First 
Voyage, 
1849 A.D. 
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P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for you 
and, for his sake, forgives you all your sins.  As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority,  I therefore 
forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 
 Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 
 
Please stand. 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN    
 “Son of God, Eternal Savior”      … LSB #842 
 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE  
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 
the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The peace-
makers that 
Jesus has in 
view here in 
Matthew are 
those who 
bring true 
peace to bear 
without com-
promising 
integrity or 
truth or jus-
tice…Our 
task is to be 
agents of rec-
onciliation 
and bring 
peace to bear 
as representa-
tives of the 
Prince of 
Peace, even 
though doing 
so can be 
complicated 
and difficult... 
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P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 
and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord. 

 
 

GLORIA 
L: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
...God grant 
that we may 
be known as 
merciful peo-
ple, that we 
may seek pu-
rity of heart, 
and that we 
will be agents 
of peace. 
~ R.C. 

Sproul, 
Matthew, 
2013 A.D. 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 
P: Let us pray . . . Almighty God, You know we live in the midst 

of so many dangers that in our frailty we cannot stand upright. 
Grant strength and protection to support us in all dangers and 
carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen 
 
Please be seated. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT  Micah 6:1-8 
1Hear what the LORD says: 
 Arise, plead your case before the mountains, 
 and let the hills hear your voice. 
2Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the LORD, 
 and you enduring foundations of the earth, 
 for the LORD has an indictment against his people, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Peace I leave 
with you; my 
peace I give to 
you. Not as 
the world 
gives do I 
give to you. 
Let not  
your hearts 
be troubled,  
neither let  
them be 
afraid.  
~ John 14:27 
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 and he will contend with Israel. 
3“O my people, what have I done to you? 
 How have I wearied you? Answer me! 
4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt 
 and redeemed you from the house of slavery, 
 and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 
5O my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised, 
 and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him, 
 and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
 that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 
6“With what shall I come before the LORD, 
 and bow myself before God on high? 
 Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
 with calves a year old? 
7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 
 with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
 Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
 the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8He has told you, O man, what is good; 
 and what does the LORD require of you 
 but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
 and to walk humbly with your God? 

 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALMODY  Psalm 15 
L: O LORD, who shall sojourn | in your tent?* 

 Who shall dwell on your | holy hill? 

 

C: He who walks blamelessly and does | what is right* 
 and speaks truth | in his heart; 

 

L: who does not slander with his tongue 
 and does no evil to his | neighbor,* 
 nor takes up a reproach a- | gainst his friend; 

 

 
 
 
The 15th psalm 
is a psalm of 
instruction 
that teaches 
the true un-
derstanding of 
the Law, the 
truly good life, 
and true good 
works. These 
are all fruits of 
the Spirit and 
of faith: to live 
blameless be-
fore God 
through true 
faith, to do 
right to the 
neighbor and 
to turn away 
from the evil 
ways and from 
the hypocrisy 
of the ungodly, 
by which they 
serve God with 
fraudulent 
works and 
omit true 
works. 
~ Martin  
 Luther, 

Summaries 
of the 
Psalms, 
A.D. 1531 
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C: in whose eyes a vile person is despised, 
 but who honors those who | fear the LORD;* 
who swears to his own hurt and | does not change; 

 

L: who does not put out his money at interest 
 and does not take a bribe against the | innocent.* 
He who does these things shall nev- | er be moved. 

 
All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,* 
  and to the Holy | Spirit; 
  as it was in the be- |ginning,* 
  is now, and will be forever.  | Amen 
 

EPISTLE  1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
18The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 
 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
 

20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 
world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know 
God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we 
preach to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and 
Greeks seek wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling 
block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, 
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 
God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weak-
ness of God is stronger than men. 26For consider your calling, 
brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly stan-
dards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble 
birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the 
wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 
strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, even 
things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29so that no 
human being might boast in the presence of God. 30He is the source 
of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christ did not 
establish and 
institute the 
ministry of 
proclamation 
to provide us 
with money, 
property, 
popularity, 
honor, or 
friendship, 
nor to let us 
seek our own 
advantage 
through it; 
but to have us 
publish the 
truth freely 
and openly, 
rebuke evil, 
and announce 
what pertains 
to the advan-
tage, health, 
and salvation 
of souls...  
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righteousness and sanctification and redemption. 31Therefore, as it 
is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
Please stand. 
 

VERSE 

 

 
 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 5th chapter. 

 
 
1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he 
sat down, his disciples came to him. 2And he opened his mouth 
and taught them, saying: 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven. 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they 
shall be comforted. 5“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the 
earth. 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
for they shall be satisfied. 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall 
receive mercy. 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see 
God. 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of 
God. 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11“Blessed are you when 
others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your 
reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you.” 

 
 
...The Word 
of God is not 
here to teach 
a maid or a 
servant how 
to work in the 
household 
and to earn 
his bread, nor 
a burgomas-
ter how to 
rule, nor a 
farmer how to 
plow or make 
hay. In brief, 
it neither 
gives nor 
shows tempo-
ral goods for 
the preserva-
tion of this 
life, for rea-
son has al-
ready taught 
all this to eve-
ryone. But it 
is intended to 
teach how we 
are to come to 
that other life. 
~ Martin  
 Luther, 

Commen-
tary on the 
Sermon on 
the Mount, 
1532 A.D. 
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P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

APOSTLES CREED  
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth. 
  
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was con-

ceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  
He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from 
the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand 
of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrec-
tion of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen 

 

Please be seated. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY   
 “O Morning Star, How Fair & Bright”    … LSB #395 
 The choir will sing Stanza 3 

 

SERMON 
“To be Taught by God” 

 

Please kneel. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
P: Trusting in our Lord Jesus Christ, the everlasting God and Son 

of Mary, let us pray. 
 

[S]imply be-
gin to be a 
Christian and 
you will soon 
find out what 
it means to 
mourn and be 
sorrowful. If 
you can do 
nothing else, 
then get mar-
ried, settle 
down, and 
make a living 
in faith. Love 
the Word of 
God, and do 
what is re-
quired of you 
in your sta-
tion. Then 
you will ex-
perience, both 
from your 
neighbors and 
in your own 
household, 
that things 
will not go as 
you might 
wish. You 
will be hin-
dered and 
hemmed in on 
every side, so 
that you will 
suffer enough 
and see 
enough to 
make your 
heart sad... 
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P: . . . O King of Kings, 
C: receive our prayer. 
 
P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C: Amen 
 
Please be seated. 
 

OFFERTORY    

 “The Only Son From Heaven”     … John A. Behnke 
 

Please stand. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Blessed are you, heavenly Father, for the priceless gift of your 

Son, sent into our flesh to redeem the creation.  Grant that we 
may now so eat of his flesh and drink of his blood that we may 
ever dwell in him, and he in us. 

C: Amen 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
...Though you 
have to 
mourn and be 
sorrowful and 
daily see your 
heart trou-
bled, take it in 
stride and 
hold fast to 
this saying 
[“Blessed are 
those who 
mourn…]. 
Let it satisfy 
and comfort 
you. Out-
wardly, too, 
refresh your-
self and be as 
cheerful as 
possible. 
~ Martin  
 Luther, 

Commen-
tary on the 
Sermon on 
the Mount, 
1532 A.D. 
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P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising you 
and saying:  

 

SANCTUS  (“Holy”) 

 

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 

 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and  
 when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink  
 of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.” 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION  
P: The Word was made flesh. 
C: And we have seen His glory, full of grace and truth. 
 

AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 

 

 

 

Please be seated.   
 

DISTRIBUTION 
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  If you cannot use 
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion 

 
 
The grace of 
God has ap-
peared, bring-
ing salva-
tion for all 
people, train-
ing us to re-
nounce un-
godliness 
and worldly 
passions, and 
to live self-
controlled, 
upright, and 
godly lives 
in the present 
age, waiting 
for our blessed 
hope, the ap-
pearing of the 
glory of our 
great God and 
Savior Jesus 
Christ, who 
gave himself 
for us to re-
deem us from 
all lawless-
ness and to 
purify for 
himself a peo-
ple for his 
own posses-
sion who are 
zealous for 
good works. 
~ Titus  
 2:11-14 
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brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel.  Those 
not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing. 
 

Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-
mendous benefits.  His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 
and salvation. 
 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 
and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
“Sing Praise to God”       … LSB #819 
 

“The Infant Priest”       … LSB #624 
 

 “Within the Father’s House”      … LSB #410 
 
Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When God 
announces 
woe, there is 
no worse ca-
lamity one 
can imagine. 
The beati-
tudes, on the 
other hand, 
are oracles of 
weal, not 
woe, and the 
literary form 
that the 
prophets used 
to describe 
this divine 
favoring of 
individuals 
was the word 
‘blessed.’ 
~ R.C. 

Sproul, 
Matthew, 
2013 A.D. 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: Let us pray.  We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You 

have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one an-
other; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 

BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
“O Morning Star, How Fair & Bright” … Jacob B. Weber 

 
+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 

To God alone be glory 

 
 
 

A Prayer  
As You Go 
As I have 
received in-
struction 
from Your 
mouth this 
day, O Lord, 
help me to 
live in light 
of all that 
You say. 
Help me to 
be consis-
tent in how I 
live with 
what You 
have re-
vealed to be 
true, beauti-
ful, and 
good in 
Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, 
and the 
Word that 
He has 
preached to 
me this day. 
Amen. 
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Serving at Worship 
Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 
Preaching: The Rev. Christopher S. Johnson 
           (Pr. Gjerde to Bethany at 10:30 am) 
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 
Flute: Jacob Roseman 
Choir: The Zion Kantorei 
Radio Announcer: Ryan Fernstaedt 
Lector: Jessica Ray 
Acolyte: Madison Cornell 
Communion Assistants: Grace Mueller, Steve Zeinemann 
Elder: Ken Rodemeier 
Ushers: Janet Dettmering, Marty Dettmering, Andy Kieffer, Leah Kieffer 
Altar Guild: Bonnie Glasel, Barb Leader 
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 

Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson 
Kantor Irene Beethe 

Office Manager Jessica G. Ray 
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Deployed Chaplain Joseph C. Pinzl 
Pastor Emeritus Theodore B. Gulhaugen 
 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com 
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


