
  

 

A Prayer  
Upon Enter-
ing Church 
Almighty 
God, Kings of 
Kings, who 
has called us 
into a King-
dom not of 
this world; 
send forth, 
we pray, Thy 
Spirit unto 
the dark habi-
tations of 
guilt and 
woe.  Commit 
Thy Word, O 
Lord, to faith-
ful witnesses, 
that Thy 
Kingdom 
may speedily 
come and 
Thy will be 
done on earth 
as it is in 
heaven.  
Amen   
~ John Hus     
   1369-1415  

The Second Sunday in Lent 
Reminiscere + March 5, 2023 + 9:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.   Will the Lord forget His prom-
ises?  Will He forget His mercy?  Never!  In today’s Scripture 
readings, we learn anew that He remains faithful to us, even 
though we may struggle to understand the wisdom of His 
ways.  After all, He is the God who, even now in His glory, has 
the wounds of crucifixion etched into His skin.  “I will not for-
get you!  Indeed, I have you engraved on the palms of my 
hands” (Isaiah 49:15-16).   
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 
 Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the Lenten season. 
 The sponsor charts for 2023 Radio Broadcasts, Flowers and Bulletins are avail-

able for you to sign up.  The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry. 
 

To Share Your Offering 
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden of-
fering boxes built into the walls of the 
church.  Please see the map, where the boxes  
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher 
for assistance.   
 
This returns us to an older and beautiful tra-
dition of the Lutheran church in which offer-
ings are not collected during worship so as to 
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offer-
ings to us.   
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PRELUDE 
 “God Himself is Present”    … Robert Bitgood, Michael Burkhardt, 

 and Scott M. Hyslop 
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary. 
 

HYMN OF INVOCATION   
 “God Himself is Present”      … LSB #907 
 

INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C: Amen 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C: who made heaven and earth. 
P: I said, I will confess my transgression unto the Lord, 
C:  and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
Please kneel.  Silence for reflection. 
 
P: O almighty God, merciful Father,  
C: I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess unto you all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended you and 
justly deserved your temporal and eternal punishment.  But I 
am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
pray you, of your boundless mercy, and for the sake of the 
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor 
sinful being. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The sinner 
can be saved.  
Those weak in 
character, 
who never 
succeed in 
what others 
demand of 
them and 
what they 
themselves 
would like to 
do—they can 
still become 
God’s chil-
dren.  Mur-
derers who 
are hung here 
on earth can 
enter heaven.  
There is no 
sinner so 
great that he 
cannot be 
forgiven 
through faith 
in Jesus. 
~ Bishop  
 Bo Giertz, 

1964 A.D. 
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P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called 
and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God 
unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 
 
Please stand. 
 

INTROIT 
L: Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your | steadfast love,* 

 for they have been | from of old. 
 
C: Let not my enemies exult | over me.* 

 Redeem Israel, O God, out of all his | troubles. 
 
L: To you, O LORD, I lift | up my soul.* 

 O my God, in you I trust; let me not be | put to shame. 
 
C: Remember not the sins of my youth or my trans- | gres-

sions;* 
 according to your steadfast love remember me, for the sake 
 of your goodness, | O LORD! 

 
L: Good and upright | is the LORD;* 

 therefore he instructs sinners | in the way. 
 
C: For your name’s sake, | O LORD,* 

 pardon my guilt, for | it is great. 
 
All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
 as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

 
L: Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your | steadfast love,* 

 for they have been | from of old. 

 
 
[Used since 
the early 400s 
A.D.,] the 
Introit marks 
the actual 
beginning of 
the Service.  
It strikes the 
keynote of the 
day or season 
in exalted 
fashion by the 
use of perti-
nent verses 
from the 
Psalms, and 
it calls the 
congregation 
to united con-
sideration of 
the central 
thought or 
theme of the 
particular 
service . . . 
Gregory the 
Great 
[around 600 
A.D.] estab-
lished the in-
troit form 
much as we 
have it now. 
~ Luther D. 

Reed, The 
Lutheran 
Liturgy, 
1947 A.D. 
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C: Let not my enemies exult | over me.* 
 Redeem Israel, O God, out of all his | troubles. 

 

KYRIE 
L: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
L: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
 
L: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 

Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
L: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
L: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 
 

O eternal and 
merciful God, 
I owe you 
great thanks, 
and I give it 
to you.  When 
I came, you 
did not cast 
me away.  
Instead, you 
immediately 
received me, 
and with 
great mercy 
forgave me all 
my sins . . . 
Your grace 
was more 
abundant 
than all my 
transgres-
sions and 
faults.  You 
received me 
with out-
stretched 
arms.  You 
swept away 
all my iniqui-
ties as a 
cloud, and 
you cast all 
my sins be-
hind my back.  
You remem-
ber my sins 
no more. 
~ Johann 

Gerhard, 
Medita-
tions,  

 1612 A.D. 
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COLLECT 
P: Let us pray . . . O God, You see that of ourselves we have no 

strength. By Your mighty power defend us from all adversities 
that may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that 
may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen 
 
Please be seated. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT  Genesis 32:22-32 
22The same night he arose and took his two wives, his two female 
servants, and his eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jab-
bok. 23He took them and sent them across the stream, and every-
thing else that he had. 24And Jacob was left alone. And a man wres-
tled with him until the breaking of the day. 25When the man saw 
that he did not prevail against Jacob, he touched his hip socket, and 
Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26Then he 
said, “Let me go, for the day has broken.” But Jacob said, “I will not 
let you go unless you bless me.” 27And he said to him, “What is 
your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28Then he said, “Your name 
shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with 
God and with men, and have prevailed.” 29Then Jacob asked him, 
“Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my 
name?” And there he blessed him. 30So Jacob called the name of the 
place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my 
life has been delivered.” 31The sun rose upon him as he passed Pe-
nuel, limping because of his hip. 32Therefore to this day the people 
of Israel do not eat the sinew of the thigh that is on the hip socket, 
because he touched the socket of Jacob’s hip on the sinew of the 
thigh.  
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In this pas-
sage, the Old 
Testament 
patriarch, 
Jacob, wres-
tles with a 
man who is 
also God.  In 
the end, the 
Lord blesses 
Jacob, but the 
reminder of 
that blessing 
was an injury 
to Jacob’s 
thigh.  Re-
membrance of 
God’s mercy 
often involves 
remembrance 
of pain and 
suffering—
even remem-
brance of the 
cross our 
Lord carried 
for us. 
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PSALMODY  Psalm 121 
L: I lift up my eyes | to the hills.* 

 From where does my | help come? 
 

C: My help comes | from the LORD,* 
 who made | heaven and earth. 

 

L: He will not let your | foot be moved;* 
 he who keeps you will not | slumber. 

 

C: Behold, he who keeps | Israel* 
 will neither slum- | ber nor sleep. 

 

L: The LORD is your | keeper;* 
 the LORD is your shade on your | right hand. 

 

C: The sun shall not strike | you by day,* 
 nor the | moon by night. 

 

L: The LORD will keep you from all | evil;* 
 he will | keep your life. 

 

C: The LORD will keep 
 your going out and your | coming in* 
 from this time forth and for- | evermore. 

 
All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,* 
  and to the Holy | Spirit; 
  as it was in the be- |ginning,* 

  is now, and will be forever.  | Amen 

 
EPISTLE  1 Thessalonians 4:1-7 
1Finally, then, brothers, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus, that 
as you received from us how you ought to live and to please God, 
just as you are doing, that you do so more and more. 2For you 
know what instructions we gave you through the Lord Jesus. 3For 
this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from 
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sexual immorality; 4that each one of you know how to control his 
own body in holiness and honor, 5not in the passion of lust like the 
Gentiles who do not know God; 6that no one transgress and wrong 
his brother in this matter, because the Lord is an avenger in all 
these things, as we told you beforehand and solemnly warned 
you. 7For God has not called us for impurity, but in holiness.  

  
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Please stand. 
 

VERSE 

 

 

 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 15th chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

21Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre 
and Sidon. 22And behold, a Canaanite woman from that region 
came out and was crying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of 
David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a demon.” 23But he 
did not answer her a word. And his disciples came and begged 
him, saying, “Send her away, for she is crying out after us.” 24He 
answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Is-
rael.” 25But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help 
me.” 26And he answered, “It is not right to take the children’s bread 
and throw it to the dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs 
eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28Then Jesus an-
swered her, “O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as 
you desire.” And her daughter was healed instantly.  

 
 
To believe in 
Jesus means 
to trust in 
Him, to be-
lieve that Je-
sus can help 
and will help.  
It was that 
which the 
woman be-
lieved.  She 
showed it by 
seeking Him, 
following af-
ter Him, ask-
ing Him for 
mercy, con-
tinuing to 
pray even 
when He did-
n’t seem to 
care about 
her.  Even 
today, this is 
the first thing 
that distin-
guishes faith 
in Jesus, that 
one believes 
that He can 
help and that 
one seeks His 
help . . . It is 
something 
more than 
believing He 
is there and is 
God’s Son . . .  
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P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth. 
  
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was con-

ceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 
descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the 
dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen 

 
Please be seated. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
“When in the Hour of Deepest Need”    … LSB #615 

 

SERMON 
“Remember Your Mercy, O Lord” 

 
Please kneel. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for 

all creation according to its needs. 
 

P: . . . let us pray to the Lord, 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
. . . She knew 
that she had 
nothing to 
ask or any 
right to de-
mand any-
thing.  She 
accepted it . . 
. This is how 
faith speaks.  
It has nothing 
to demand.  It 
says, Lord, 
have mercy.  
For it knows 
that if He 
helps, then it 
is a grace.  
Grace is no 
demand.  
Grace is 
given to him 
who stands 
under judg-
ment.  So it is 
with faith 
even today. 
~ Bishop  
 Bo Giertz, 

1964 A.D. 
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P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

Please be seated. 
 

OFFERTORY  “The Lamb”    … Gerald Coleman 
 

Please stand.  
 

Congregation: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray.  Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, who 

by your tender love gave your only Son to suffer death on the 
cross for our redemption.  May we who now receive his body 
and blood be filled with the strength to take up our cross and 
follow him. 

C: Amen 

 
 
 
 
We say to the 
Lord, 
“Remember 
Your mercy,” 
and it does 
not mean that 
His mercy is 
absent from 
Him.  You 
can’t separate 
God and His 
mercy!  
Rather, we 
are calling on 
Him to turn 
His heart to-
wards that 
mercy and 
share it with 
us.  In the 
same way, 
when Jesus 
says to us, 
“This do in 
remembrance 
of me,” it 
does not 
mean that He 
is absent from 
us in Holy 
Communion.  
You can’t 
separate Jesus 
and His risen 
body!  . . .   
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising you 

and saying:  
 

SANCTUS  (“Holy”) 

 

 

 

 
 
. . . Rather, 
He is calling 
on us to turn 
our hearts 
towards that 
presence, His 
own body and 
blood, and to 
trust and 
honor it.   It’s 
like an 
awards ban-
quet, when 
someone 
stands up and 
says, “We 
don’t want to 
forget so-and-
so,” pointing 
at someone 
who is sitting 
right there 
and who de-
serves recog-
nition.  We 
remember 
that person 
and honor 
him.  Even 
so, we “don’t 
want to forget 
Christ,” but 
remember 
Him dearly, 
as He comes 
to us bodily 
in this sacra-
ment. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 

 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and  
 when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink  
 of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. 
 

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”) 

 

The word, 
“remem-
brance” 
means that 
when things 
begin to slip 
form our 
mind because 
of forgetful-
ness or ne-
glect they are 
brought back 
to memory.  
And just as 
the loss of 
faith is called 
forgetfulness 
(2 Peter 1:9), 
so a true re-
membrance is 
an arousing, 
a preserving, 
and an aug-
menting of 
living and 
growing 
faith.  More-
over, each of 
us experi-
ences how 
manifold is 
the infirmity 
of faith, how 
weak its exer-
tions, how 
often it is al-
most buried 
in false secu-
rity, indiffer-
ence, and for-
getfulness . . .  
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Please be seated.   
 

DISTRIBUTION 
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  If you cannot use 
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion 
brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel.  Those 
not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing. 
 

Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-
mendous benefits.  His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 
and salvation. 
 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 
and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
. . . how easily 
overgrown 
with the 
thorns of this 
life and wal-
lows in the 
billows of 
temptation.  
Therefore 
Christ, our 
true Samari-
tan, in addi-
tion to the 
ministration 
of and medita-
tion on the 
Word, has 
also instituted 
against this 
dangerous 
forgetfulness 
this most effi-
cacious anti-
dote, namely, 
the Commun-
ion of His 
very body and 
blood in the 
Supper. 
~ Martin 

Chemnitz, 
The Lord’s 
Supper, 
1590 A.D. 
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COMMUNION HYMNS 
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus”     … LSB #770 
 

“Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared”    … LSB #622 
 

 “Come, My Soul, With Every Care”     … LSB #779 
 
Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
P: Let us pray… O God the Father, the fountain and source of all 

goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son 
into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given 
us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to 
forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds 
by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve 
You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-
ever. 

C: Amen 
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BENEDICTION 
P: Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 

and forever. 

 
 
SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
“Prelude & Fugue in F Major”  … John A. Behnke 

 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 

To God alone be glory 
 
 
 
 
 

Serving at Worship 
Presiding: The Rev. Christopher S. Johnson 
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 
           (Pr. Johnson to Bethany at 10:30 am) 
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 
Flute: Jacob Roseman  
Choir: The Zion Sunday School Choir 
Vocalists: Janean Andrus, Vicky Radunz, Jessica Ray, Betsy Utecht 
Radio Announcer: Dick Ames 
Lector: Jan Gaugush 
Acolyte: Sarah Gjerde 
Communion Assistants: Sally Christoffersen, Steve Zeinemann 
Elder: Keith Watson 
Ushers: Landis Holdorf, Marlene Kroening, Frank Rodemeier 
  Tammy Rodemeier 
Altar Guild: Pam Hoppe, Connie Lemmer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Prayer as 
You Go 
Father, 

through our 

observance of 

Lent, help us 

to understand 

the meaning 

of your Son’s 

death and 

resurrection, 

and teach us 

to reflect it in 

our lives.  

Grant this 

through our 

Lord Jesus 

Christ, your 

Son, who 

lives and 

reigns with 

you and the 

Holy Spirit, 

one God, for-

ever and 

ever.  Amen 
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Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
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