
  

 

A Prayer 
Upon Enter-
ing Church 
O loving and 
blessed Jesus, 
I come before 
You to medi-
tate with true 
devotion of 
heart on Your 
bitter suffer-
ing. Lord, let 
Your woes, 
Your patience 
inspire my 
heart with 
strength to 
vanquish 
every tempta-
tion and 
spurn every 
unworthy de-
sire. This is 
what my 
heart would 
cherish most 
of all… 
Amen. 
 
~ J.F. Starck 

Palm Sunday 
Palmarum + April 2, 2023 + 9:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. “Am I a God at hand, declares the 
LORD, and not a God far away?” So asks the Lord through the 
mouth of Jeremiah (23:23). Israel knew the answer to this ques-
tion but was too afraid to admit it. To do so would be to admit 
they were wrong, stuck in sin, caught in unbelief, in open re-
bellion against their God. Over 600 years later Jesus, the Holy 
One of Israel, would personally go to Jerusalem, this time not 
in judgment but in mercy. How would Israel respond? Would 
the city known for hating prophets do the same to Jesus? 
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 
 Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Tom & Pam Gabriel and David & 

Jane Johnson in thanksgiving for many blessings received. 
 Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the Lenten season. 
 The sponsor charts for 2023 Radio Broadcasts, Flowers and Bulletins are avail-

able for you to sign up.  The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry. 

To Share Your Offering 
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden of-
fering boxes built into the walls of the 
church.  Please see the map, where the boxes  
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher 
for assistance.   
 
This returns us to an older and beautiful tra-
dition of the Lutheran church in which offer-
ings are not collected during worship so as to 
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offer-
ings to us.   

1 2 
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Baptistery 

Nave 

Narthex 
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PRELUDE 

“A Lenten Meditation” … Charles Callahan 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand and face the baptism font. 

 

BLESSING OF THE PALMS and PROCESSION 
P: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
C: Hosanna to the Son of David! 
P: Let us pray . . . Mercifully guide us, O Lord God of our salva-

tion, that we may enter with joy upon the contemplation of 
those mighty acts whereby you have given us life everlasting; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

P: The Holy Gospel of our Lord according to St. Matthew, the 21st 

chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
P:   When they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to 

the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, saying to 
them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you 
will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and 
bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, you shall 
say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” 
This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, say-
ing,  “Say to the daughter of Zion,  ‘Behold, your king is com-
ing to you,  humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, 

 
 
 
 
We believe 
teach, and 
confess what 
our right-
eousness be-
fore God is 
this: God for-
gives our sins 
out of pure 
grace, with-
out any work, 
merit, or wor-
thiness of 
ours preced-
ing, present, 
or following. 
He presents 
and credits to 
us the right-
eousness of 
Christ’s obe-
dience. Be-
cause of this 
righteous-
ness, we are 
received into 
grace by God 
and regarded 
as righteous. 
 
~ Formula of 

Concord: 
Epitome, 
Article 3 
(1580 A.D.) 



4 

 

the foal of a beast of burden.’”  The disciples went and did as 
Jesus had directed them. They brought the donkey and the colt 
and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. Most of the 
crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches 
from the trees and spread them on the road. And the crowds 
that went before him and that followed him were shouting, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 

 
P: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

All raise their palm branches. 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

P: We praise and thank you, O God, for the great deeds of love by 
which you have redeemed us through your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Lord.  On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in 
triumph, and was acclaimed Son of David and King of kings by 
those who scattered their garments and branches of palm in his 
path.  We ask that you bless these branches and those who bear 
them, and grant that we may ever hail Jesus Christ as our Lord 
and King, and follow him with perfect confidence; through the 
same Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 
Please face the altar as the procession walks around the congregation, re-
calling the entry of our Lord to Jerusalem. 

 
 
 

 
God’s Son 
truly suffered 
for us. How-
ever, He did 
so according 
to the attrib-
utes of the 
human na-
ture which 
He received 
into the unity 
of His divine 
person and 
made His 
own. He did 
this so that he 
might be able 
to suffer and 
be our High 
Priest for our 
reconciliation 
with God, as 
it is written 
in 1 Corin-
thians 2:8, 
they 
“crucified the 
Lord of 
glory.” And 
Acts 20:28 
says, with 
God’s blood 
we have been 
redeemed. 
 
~ Formula of 

Concord: 
Epitome, 
Article 8 
(1580 A.D.) 
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P: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
C: Hosanna to the Son of David! 

 

INTROIT 
L: But you, O Lord, do not | be far off!* 

O you my help, come quickly | to my aid! 
 
C: Save me from the mouth of the | lion!* 

You have rescued me from the horns of the wild | oxen! 
 
L: My God, my God, why have you for-|saken me?* 

Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my | 
groaning? 

 
C: All who see me | mock me;* 

they make mouths at me; they | wag their heads; 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No other 
week in the 
church year 
has so strong 
an aura of 
special devo-
tion. The 
eight days 
from Palm 
Sunday to 
Easter Sun-
day immerse 
us in the cen-
tral mystery 
of God's 
work of sal-
vation 
through the 
Lord's death 
and resurrec-
tion . . .  
 
[continued 
next page] 
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L: “He trusts in the Lord; let him de-|liver him;* 
let him rescue him, for he de-|lights in him!” 

 
C: Be not far from me, for trouble | is near,* 

and there is | none to help. 
 
L: But you, O Lord, do not | be far off!* 

O you my help, come quickly | to my aid! 
 
C: Save me from the mouth of the | lion!* 

You have rescued me from the horns of the wild | oxen!  

 

KYRIE 
L: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
L: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
 
L: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 

Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
L: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[continued 
from previous 
page] 
 
. . . Holy 
Week con-
tains in itself 
not only the 
final days of 
Lent but also 
the celebra-
tion of the 
Passion of 
Christ. Holy 
Week falls 
into two dis-
tinct parts. 
Palm Sun-
day, Monday, 
Tuesday, and 
Wednesday of 
Holy Week, 
and the day 
hours of 
Maundy 
Thursday 
complete our 
time of prepa-
ration . . .  
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L: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

COLLECT 
P: Let us pray . . . Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your 

Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take upon Himself our flesh 
and to suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we 
may follow the example of His great humility and patience and 
be made partakers of His resurrection; through the same Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen 
 
Please be seated. 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE 
 “Hosanna in the Highest”     … David W. Music 
 

THE PASSION ACCORDING TO ST. MARK 
 

Introduction: “O Lord, Do Not Be Far Off” 
 
Hymn:  “A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth”  … LSB #438, st. 1 
 

Part One:  Our Lord Is Arrested 
 

Hymn:  “A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth”  … LSB #438, st. 2 
 
Part Two:  Our Lord Jesus Is Denied, Tried, and Beaten 
 

 
 
 
 
. . . The Holy 
Communion 
of Maundy 
Thursday 
night begins 
the Three 
Holy Days, 
or Holy Trid-
uum, which 
is completed 
at Evening 
Prayer 
(Vespers) on 
Easter Day. 
The services 
of these days 
form a single 
unit of cele-
bration of 
Christ's 
death and 
resurrection. 
The week 
thus faces 
both back to 
the very be-
ginning of 
Lent, and 
forward to 
the 50-day 
celebration of 
the resurrec-
tion, which is 
sealed on the 
Day of Pente-
cost.  
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Hymn:  “A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth”  … LSB #438, st. 3 
 

Part Three:  Our Lord Is Crucified and Dies 
 
Hymn:  “A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth”  … LSB #438, st. 4 
 
Conclusion: “You, My Help, Come to My Aid” 

 

Please kneel. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for 

all creation according to its needs. 
 

P: . . . let us pray to the Lord, 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

Please be seated. 
 

OFFERTORY   
 “No Tramp of Soldiers’ Marching Feet”    … LSB #444 

 The Choir will sing Stanzas 1 & 3 
 The Congregation will sing Stanzas 2 & 4 
 

Please stand.  
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
L: Let us pray.  Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, who 

by your tender love gave your only Son to suffer death on the 
cross for our redemption.  May we who now receive his body 
and blood be filled with the strength to take up our cross and 
follow him. 

C: Amen 

 
We believe that 
the death of 
Christ is just 
that point in 
history at 
which some-
thing abso-
lutely unimag-
inable from 
outside shows 
through into 
our own world. 
And if we can-
not picture 
even the atoms 
of which our 
own world is 
built, of course 
we are not go-
ing to be able to 
picture this. 
Indeed, if we 
found that we 
could fully un-
derstand it, 
that very fact 
would show it 
was not what it 
professes to be 
– the inconceiv-
able, the uncre-
ated, the thing 
from beyond 
nature, striking 
down into na-
ture like light-
ning... 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising you 

and saying:  
 

SANCTUS  (“Holy”) 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
...You may ask 
what good it 
will be to us if 
we do not un-
derstand it. But 
that is easily 
answered. A 
man can eat his 
dinner without 
understanding 
exactly how 
food nourishes 
him. A man 
can accept what 
Christ has done 
without know-
ing how it 
works: indeed, 
he certainly 
would not 
know how it 
works until he 
has accepted it. 
 
 ~ C.S. Lewis, 

Mere Chris-
tianity,  

 1952 A.D. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 

 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and  
 when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink  
 of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. 
 

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 
 
We may well 
ask, “What 
will Christ 
not do for 
us? He who 
emptied and 
humbled him-
self, who 
came down 
from the infi-
nite height of 
his glory to 
take our finite 
nature into 
union with 
his infinite 
nature, will 
he not meet 
all our needs 
and answer 
according to 
his infinite 
wisdom all 
our prayers 
for help? Will 
he not do all 
that is neces-
sary for us to 
be eternally 
saved? Will 
he not be a 
sanctuary for 
us? We have 
no reason to 
fear his abil-
ity and 
power... 
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Please be seated.   
 

DISTRIBUTION 
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  If you cannot use 
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion 
brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel.  Those 
not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing. 
 

Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-
mendous benefits.  His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 
and salvation. 
 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 
and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
 “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”      … LSB #443 
 

 “Glory Be to Jesus”       … LSB #433 
 

 

 
 
 
 
...for in be-
coming man 
he lost noth-
ing of his 
power as the 
Almighty 
God,  
nor of his in-
finite wisdom 
and glorious 
grace. He 
could still do 
all that he 
could do as 
God from 
eternity. So 
Christ is in-
deed most 
willing and 
able to help 
us. And if we 
do not see his 
glory in this, 
it is because 
we have no 
faith in us. 
 
~ John Owen, 

The Glory 
of Christ, 
1654 A.D.  



12 

 

 “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now”      … LSB #440 
 

 “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain”    … LSB #435 

 

Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . O God the Father, the fountain and source of all 

goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son 
into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given 
us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to 
forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds 
by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve 
You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-
ever. 

C: Amen 
 

BENEDICTION 
P: Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 

and forever. 

 
 
Please turn toward the cross as it is carried out of the sanctuary. 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN   
 “Ride On, Ride On in Majesty!”     … LSB #441 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Christ also 
suffered for 
you, leaving 
you an exam-
ple, so that 
you might 
follow in his 
steps. He 
committed no 
sin, neither 
was deceit 
found in his 
mouth. When 
he was re-
viled, he did 
not revile in 
return; when 
he suffered, 
he did not 
threaten, but 
continued 
entrusting 
himself to 
him who 
judges justly. 
He himself 
bore our sins 
in his body on 
the tree, that 
we might die 
to sin 
and live to 
righteous-
ness. By his 
wounds you 
have been 
healed.  
 
~ 1 Peter 

2:21-24  
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SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
 “Ride On, Ride On in Majesty”  
               … Scott M. Hyslop and Trey Clegg 

 
 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 

To God alone be glory 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Prayer 
Before You 
Go 
O my Je-
sus, let 
Your bitter 
pains ever 
be before 
my eyes 
and in my 
heart. Let 
me draw 
from them 
comfort 
and obtain 
righteous-
ness from 
it, and by it 
be made a 
godly per-
son. Let me 
not spend a 
day on 
which Your 
bleeding 
image is 
not before 
my eyes… 
wean me 
from the 
world, 
sanctify, 
wash, and 
purify me. 
Amen. 
 
~ J.F. Starck 
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Serving at Worship 
Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 
Preaching: The Rev. Christopher S. Johnson 

(Pr. Gjerde to Bethany at 10:30 am) 
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 
Horn: Meagan Cihlar 
Choir: The Zion Kantorei  
Radio Announcer: Dick Ames 
Lectors: Kevin Daniels, Ted Gulhaugen, Leah Kieffer 
Acolytes: Carter Kulesa, Piper Kulesa, Wyatt Kulesa 
Communion Assistants: Lois Jarosz, Sheryl Morris 
Elder: Tim Pagel 
Ushers: Sally Christoffersen, Landis Holdorf, Frank Rodemeier 
  Tammie Rodemeier 
Altar Guild: Pam Hoppe, Kay Krall 
 

Acknowledgements 
The liturgy is reprinted from the Lutheran Service Book via Lutheran Ser-
vice Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House, unless otherwise indi-
cated.  Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.  
All rights reserved.  Used by permission.   
 
“All Glory, Laud, and Honor”: Text and Tune: Public Domain. 
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 

Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson 
Kantor Irene Beethe 

Office Manager Jessica G. Ray 
Custodian Cody Augustine 
Deployed Chaplain Joseph C. Pinzl 
Pastor Emeritus Theodore B. Gulhaugen 
 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com 
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


